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India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received November 1.) 

eating and likely to 
amsome large proportions ee HE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unders 
nciaestescouion bp Vie Ossett ussan Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mux, Sccretary Brodrick, 
a dees eee forwanls herewith, for the information of the Socrotary of State, copy of folegrams to 
| the Viceroy, dated the 19th October, and from the Viceroy, dated the 22nd October, 

relative to'the murder of Captain Warneford. 
(Copies have been sent to the Director of Military Operations.) 
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revpectig se 


a a ae (Polograp : Indu Office, October 19, 1904. 
ceeptiog draft I of Lerigation Award, bs : i A 
nihtaaibestionn ? Please refer to my telegram of the 12th instant. With reference to the letter, 
dated the 14th September, from the Government of Bombay (copy of which wna 
Pigpoed Treaty wth Sheth of EI Kate. inclosed in letter from your Foreign Secretary of the 22nd September), the sunotion 
le 0 pecting of His Majesty's Goyernment must be obtained before punitive avtion against any 
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Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 





phic.) _P, October 22, 1904, 
ADEN. Your telegrams of the 12th and 19th instant, regarding murder of 
Captain Warneford, 
No action without previous reference 
Pago 18, No. 205 omit Ne top, have been completed, we will report result 
Page 88, No, 108, For 2 igt 4,” read December 4." 
Page 96, Inelosure in No, 124, lat line for Korean divree™ read * Karan district.” 


to you is in contemplation, When inquiries 
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No. 2, 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Murquess of Lansdowne —(Received November 2.) 


(No. 120.) 
‘Velegraphic.) _P. Tehran, November 1, 190. 
Banos Gulf Quarantine. Bie ae 
ir A. Hardinge arranged with ML. Naus that, during the latter’s absonee on leave, 
the question of the Gulf Quarautine should not be raised. 
M. Nas returns next month, 
(The above was sent to India.) 





3. 
Initia Office to Foveiyn Office —(Received November 2.) 


WITH reference to Mr. Villiers’ letter of the 24th August, the Under-Secrei 

af Stato for India prosonte is complimonta tothe Under Secreta vats hans 
Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, forwards herewith, for the 
information of the of State, copy of an inclosure in a letter from the Foreign 
Scorotary, Simla, 0 nd September, rolative to the suggested installation of 
wireless telegeaphy between Kohsi-Malik Sialt and Seistan. 


India Office, October 81; 1903, 


Inclisure in No. 2 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(Hetegraphic,) P. September 2 190 
‘ ieplember 2, 19104, 
seb yur talograin dato th 23rd Auamusty 1003, We lavaing obje 


to Mr, Wood acting as. snggosted, but we reserve our decision regan 


cless telography between Kol 


and Seistan until the tota 
lishment, is Known, It is eon 


No. 4. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 2.) 


THE Unde ‘etary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seorctary of State: for Pon , by ditection of Mr. Secretary Brodri 
Foran ON TET ation of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosur 
a loiter from the Forvign tary, Simla, dated the 22nd September, relativ 
pirney in the Shatt-el- Arab, gate ea 


Initia. Office, October 31, 1904, 


Inclosive 1 in No. 4. 
Government of Bombay to the Government of India 


Hombay, July 18, 190) 

f SieIenantihieert toniuartlonalnnconl walccreennansch 
nai, tox, dated the 13th dine, 1904, from the Commissio I and 
of its necomp from wl n thata vessel named “Fateh Salamat,”” 
and owned by British subjects, w Bassorah 
River, and Lam to recommend th a reprosenta- 
tion may be made to the turkish ¢ el regard 
tho oiittage bronzht to notice in the = 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 4. 
‘Acting Commissioner Muir-Mackensie to the Government of Bombay. 


Kurrachee, June 13, 1904. 

T HAVE the honour to submit, for such action as Government may see fit to 
take, a copy of a casualty return relating to the seutiling by pirates of the dinghy 
“Patch Salamat” in the Bussorah River on the 30th January last, 

>, From a communication receivell from Uis Britannic Majesty's Consul at 
Bussorah the following details have been elicited regarding the occurrence 

‘The “ Fatch-el-Salamat.” passed opposite bl Gusba in the Persian Gulf about two 
hours before sunset on the 30th January last, She was followed by a boat that had 
oot anchored three days off El Gusba, and attacked about midnight, ‘Phe pirates 
Plundered: the eargo.of dates and carried off the gear of tho vessel, th maviner's 
Fompass, rigging, sails, and doors of the cabin, and then scuttled the vessel and 
Sctwtned to the Khor indian, ‘The next day they deposited the loot in their huts at 
Thkatch Hindian, and a week later the plunder was seen there. ‘The British Consul’s 
informant could not give the names of the pirates, but it is believed that there were 
thisteen of them—three from Gusba and the rest from Lbkateh Hindian, Lt seems 
that steamers generally anchor about 24 miles from the niouth of the Bussorah River 
aud that Tbkatch is about 3 mile from that anchorage. Most of tho inhabitants of 
the place are reported to be pirates, and have no occupation excupt piracy. 

The British Consul helieves that if the Sheikh of Mohammorah were informed of 
these facts he would take steps to conceal the stolen property. 

8. In a subsequent letter dated the 25th April, 1904, the B ish Consul writes as 
follows:— 

"Yn regard to the piratical attack on the ‘Fateh Salamat,’ T have the honour to 
state that Iis Majesty's ship “Lapwing? found no stolen. property at Tbkateh and 
ho trace of the pirates, ‘The Turkish authorities decline responsibility for the 
Seourrence, on the ground that the atiack was made outside territorial waters, ‘The 
Public Prosecutor has accordingly reserved the papers pending the receipt of further 
evidence 

‘The information contained in Lalji Lakhniidas’ letter to me (undated and received 
the 27th Marel last) was duly communic: Majesty's Resident at, Bushire, 
and I have advised the owner of the “ Bateh to auldtess him directly on tho 
subject. I have no further information regarding the origin of the pirates, ‘Che 

recnment of India’s offer of a reward has been duly published. 

}. Soth Lalji Lakhmidas of Kurrachee, the ownor of the vessel, appeared before 
thie port officer, Manora, on the 20th Ma, nnd made the following deposition :— 

“T sent my dinghy “Jat * with a crew of fifteen men all told, laden 
with charvoal to Bussorah in December 1903, for a cargo of dates, whero she arrived 


“After discharging her cargo the yessel took in 2,100 bundles of dates and 
cleared from Bussoralt. 

When about 40 miles from Bussorah, off a place called Paw and close toa buoy, 
the vessel grounded in the Bussorah River as there was at that time less water than 
the nakhoda expected. 

‘Dhis was (so Lam told by the tindal) between 10 and 11 pa, Shortly ufter a 
dinghy with somo loochas (pirates) came alongside and demanded the tindal ind crow 
to deliver what money they liad, and threatened to shoot at once any one that hesitated. 
My vessel liad two guns and two rifles, with gunpowder and shot, and the tindal says 

vi to fire at them when coming alongside, but through some inexplicable cause 

siled to explode, and the pirates rushed on board. 

‘hoy shot two of the crew and looted about 400 bundles of dates and all the 
money the erew had (I am unable to state how much, as the tindal states they were 
S frightened that the pirates took what tliey liked, but the tindal: thinks about 
300 rupees), 

“In a short tine the pirates retumed; seeing the dinghy was still afloat, they 
pushed a long rail in several places through her to siuk he 

“rhe two wounded men went down with the dinghy, ‘The dinghy had a small 
oat, ani{ when sho sunk this floated, and the remainder of the crow were returning to 

issorah, in this boat wlien they amet a steamer that took them. there, where they 
reported the ease te, the Consul, ‘The looting and seutting of the vessel took 
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‘about 10 miles off a place called Paw. ‘The vessel had loaded some bundles of dates 
at a place called Mahmer and left there about 8 a.m. that day. 

‘Phe value of the dinghy was about 32,000 rupees, and the market value of the 
cargo for Kurrachee 13,000 rapees.” 

5, The members of the crew of the boat are at present absent from Kurrachee ; 
on their return to Kurrachee their statements will be recorded and submitted to 
Government. 


sb Casvantres iy Ispiax Warens. 


Informati n required in preparing the Oficial Return. 





Of whit place or port 
Regintred tonnage 
Oneal nner Calon. 
Under hat et ean ve : ‘Act RIN of 1838, 
Who and how class ; Boasting erat, 
Naturo of soos, wheter 2] Wood, 
Stra oral i: 

ally afod from’, 223) 21) Rnrhees 
Por last salle from : Tasnrabs 
Port boul to i 


‘alty 
Wiiery casualty: happened! (exnet spt) K ‘vin Hossoral River, 
4s i (hie of country oF wea)” Ys) Russorah River, 

What damnaig to vousel (stato ealue) ve es} Total Toa. 
Details of wreck or casualty (jive ag full details as | At about 11 ray om the sou 
pousblo) Taouary, 1904, while the 
easel Was aeound, some 
pirates cane alongside, killed 
Toothd the 


Cue of vrek or cally 
Wantlist? oa aan 
Yat io ear dana (ate 

Was tho ves! fly Tout? 


Any lives lost (if saved, how) “V1 Two killed by pirates, remainder 


fed by the jolly-boa 
Ws there a pilot on band? Anis 


W 
N 


Fro ya anton ‘above part | The tao the yess 
Mux ony Cont of Inquiry boon held concerning this | ‘The subject was reported to the 
trek or eamualty | Palate sh 





(Signed) W. AVES, 
Commander, Royal Indian Marine, 
Kurrachee, March 11, 1904. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 4, 


Foreign Sceretary, Simla, to Sir A, Hardinge, 
Sir, ; Simla, September 21, 1904. 

LAM directed to forward, for your information, the accompanying copy of a letter 
from the Government of Bombay, dated 18th July, 1904, with melosure, regarding a 


ease of piracy which took place near the bar, outside the mouth of the Shatt-el-Arab, 
on 8rd Bebriary, 1904, 


5 


2. The Governor of Bombay in Council requests that a representation may bo 
made to the Turkish Government, and, in fact, a note verbale on the subject appears 
actually to have been presented to the Porte on the 26th April, 1904, by His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, acting at the instance of the Consul at 
Bussorah, As in this ease, however, the pirates eame from Kusbah and proceeded to 
Hindian, both of which places are situated in Persian territory, the Government of 
Tndia consider that the responsibility rests rather with the Persian Government 
than with the Ottoman Porte. ‘The attitude which the Persian Government have 
ailopted in regard to the question of British ships operating for the suppression of 
piracy in this neighbourhood without reference to the Persian authorities, as. reported 
in your despatch No, 44, dated the 9th March, 1904, to the Marquess of Lansdowne, 
seems to render it desirable to lose no occasion of bringing formally to their notice 
all eases of piracy, especially when the parties affected are British subjects, ani £ 
am to suggest that, if you see no objection, a claim should be prosented to the 
Persian Government for compensation to the owners of the plundereil vessel. 
Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) 8, M, FRASER, 





No. 5, 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 2.) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scerctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Scerotary Brodrick, 
forvards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 24th October, relative to the Aden delimitation, 


India Office, November 1, 1904, 


Inclosure in No. 5. 
Mr. Broilrick to Government of India, 


Telegraphic India Office, October 24, 1904, 

ADEN delimitation, 

It has been recommended by His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, and 
proposed by Foreign Office, that’ FitzMaurice'should proceoil to Caloutta, on leaving 
Periin, in order that question of north-eastern demarcation may be discussed by him 
with your Government, To this I have agreed. 

(Repeated to Resident, Aden’) 





No. 6. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received November 2.) 
‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Mr. Secretary: Broilrick, 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated tho Ist instant, relative to Persian telegraphs. 


Inilia Office, November 2, 1904. 


Tnelosure in No. 6, 


Government af India to Mr, Brodrick, 


(Telegraphic) P. November 1, 1905 
PLEASE relor to telegram dated tho 27th uldimo, thom Tis Majesty's) Charge 
‘Yolran to Lond Lansdowne regarding: Meshed-Seistan telegraph lino, 
jow further stated by Consul in Seistan, on the authority of Persian telegraph 
, that Russians at present at Meshed are linesimen to he employed on Meshed= 


{1780} 





Seistan line. If transfer of line to Ru ly contemplated, I think that, having 

ezard to the assurance which was given in March y hir-ed-Dowleh to 

sliould decline to acquiesce, and that intimation to the effect 

ie Ruceians post European aignaller we shall place one also should be 

made to Persian Government urther, we trust that in: ions may be sent to 

Hinbasey at Tehran to urge Persian Government strongly to consent to our linking 

up the Henjam—Bunder Abbas and) Seistan-1 h lines, if report that 
Russia is to be permitted to construct line to Meshed via Kachan is confirmed. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No. 7. 


Mrs Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Receiveil November 2. 


‘ff p. Tehron, November 2, 1904. 

AN attack made by the Lurs upon Colonel Douglas and Lieutenant 
Lorimer between Dizful and Khorremabad, All their buzgage was taken, and they 

‘the former's wrist was broken by « bullet, and the latter was 

slightly wo nd, 

Whe voads are ure, but Douglas, who turned to Khoremmabad on the: 
26th ultimo, hope Ie to reach Burajird in two or three days, 

Tam co-operating with the American missionaries for the dispatch of a doctor 
from Hamadan to meet the party. 

T shall domand tlat immediate and offectual steps be taken by the Persian 
Govermnent for the protection of the party, as I shall see the Mushir-ed-Dowle 
early this afternoon. 





No. 8. 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received November 2 


‘Tehran, November 2, 1904. 


ACK on Colonel Douglas, reported in my telegram No, 121 of the , 


Bnd instants 

T lave soon the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, and demanded the punishment and eventual 
componsition for the loss incurred, and also demanded that immediate steps should be 
taken to protect the party, for whose safety the Rersian Governmont would be held 
responsible, 

Stringent orders in the sent to the Governor of Luristan. 

Vealled his Exeelloney's scandalous state of Luristan, 

‘tho Persian Government fully realize the gravity of the ease. 

(Sent to India.) 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 3.) 


‘REE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Seoretary Brodrick, 
forwarls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
jna letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 20th September, relative to 
affairs in the Aden Protectorat 


India Office, Norember 1, 1904 


——— 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 9. 
Government of Bombay to Government of India. 


ir, Bombay Castle, September 5, 1904. 

TAM directed to forward herewith, for the information of the Government, of 
India, copy of a letter, dated the 21st August last, from the Politieal Resident, Aden, 
Teporting the details ofa fracas which took place between a party of the Oth Russell's 
Tuiantryand about twenty-five armed Arabs of the Haushabi tribe on the evening of 
the 2ith July last, at a place in the Sail Bilah, half-way between Nobat Dakim and 
Al Milleh, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ©, HW. HILL. 


—— 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 9. 
Brigadier-General Mason to Government of Bombay. 


‘Aden Residency, August 21, 1904, 
compliance with the request contained in your semi-oflicial letter of the 
tant, Lhave the honour to report that a fracas took place between a party 

Of the Oith Russell's Infantry and about: twenty-five armed Arabs of the Haushabi 

tribe on the evening of the 21th ultimo, at a place in the Saila Bilal, half-way between 

Nobat Dakim and Al Milleh, 

® From the details of the affair furnished by Captain Merewether, it appears that 
on the abovementioned date, while four sepoys of the 24th Russell’s Infantry: were at 
the well at Mohalla, whieh bas been dug by the men of the regiment for their own 
use and for general Government purposes, the twenty-five Arabs arrived at the place 
wefiva caravan from Aden. A dispute took place betwoon the sepoys and the Arabs 

Me to using the water, and stones wero thrown, "he matter was reported to 

Ticutonant Meade, commanding at: Nobat Dakim, who, taking ten mounted infantry 

with him, and finding that the Arabs had left the well, procecded in the Saila Bilal to 

ay between Nobat Dakin and Al Millch, Lieutenant Meade and a Jomadar 

out 50 yards in front of the men, when suddenly, out of the jungle, in the 

lale of the Saila Bilah, they were fired upon, Lieutenant Meade called to his men 
cover, but not to'fire, and to the Arabs, saying that he was a. British offleers 
“estopped for about a minute, and then recommenced. Lieutenant: Meade then 

men to refumn the fire. ‘Tho fi 's kept up by the Arabs for about 

tently minutes; they thon retired towards Al Milleh, After following them for some 
distance, and finding that his men had only two rounds each left, Lieutenant Meade 
feturned with his party to Nobat Dakim, "No one was killed, either on our side or the 


| Captain Merewother reports that the party which attacked Lieutenant Mente 


consisted of Saif-bin-Hasan Awad, of Ratwal-al-Hanami; No nid-al-Basaisi, 

Salch-al-Basaisi 2}, and’ about twenty nomadic Haushabis of Amrin, 
Santina, al-Ordi, and Mukhaila, and that they are stated to be hostile to the 
Taushabi Sultan,” ‘They possess no dars, but have about, 600 sheep and goats, and 
live in tents, He had some of the Arabs traced to a village about 4 miles from 
‘Al Milleh, on the way to Suleik, but as they aro constantly on the move it is diffeult 
to capture them. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) HL, M, MASON. 





No. 10, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 3) 


‘TIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scerciary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a Scere 
letter {rom the Government of India, dated the 6th October, and inclosures relative 
fo tle Scistan arbitration. 


India Office, November 1, 1904. 

















Inclosure 1 in No. 10. 


Government of Initia to Mr. Brodrick. 

(Secret.) 

Sir, Simla, October 6, 1904. 
TN continuation of our Secret despatch dated the 10th March, 1904, we have 

the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of further correspondence 

rogariling the boundary dispute between the Afzhans and Persians in Seistan and the 

proceedings of the Axbitration Mission under Colonel A. J. MeMahon, O-S.1., C.1.B. 
‘2 ‘The Ameer of Afslanistan has consented to the demarcation of the boundary 

in accordance with Colonel MeMalon’s Award. His Highness has not, however, yet 

furnished the Aighan Commissioner with his instructions on the subject, and, pending 

tle receipt of these by the latter, we haye approved of the decision of the Britis 

foner to proceed with the demarcation of the straight line towards Koh- 


We have, &c. 
(Signed) ‘AMPTHILL. 

KITCHENER, 

B, BG, LAW. 

E, R, ELLES, 

A. 'T, ARUNDEL 

H, ERLE RICHARDS. 
J.P) HEWETT, 


—— 


Inclosure 2 in No, 10. 


Letter from the Ameer® of Afghanistan to the Viceroy of India, dated the 2nd Jamadi-us- 
Sani, 1922 H, (August 14, 1904). 

(Translation. 

(After compliments.) 

T IIAVE. the honour to inform your Excellency that, as regards the Naizar ease, 
Y gave in iny Lotter, dated the 16th March, 1904, full particulars, and stated that the 
settlement of the case was conditional on certain matters. 

Your Exeolioney tins supported the letter of his. Excellency Lord Curzon, dated 
tho 1th Apel, 1904, and vithout attending to the wording and purport of imy. said 
friendly letter, your Excellency has made uso of words whieh are not mentioned in it. 
‘Whis his caused me regret. . 

My friend, Twas ready not to depart in any way from the decision and settlement 
of General Goldsmid, and not to allow a piece of land from the boundary under 
Aispute, whieh had heen laid down in the map by General Goldsmid, to he taken by the 
Persians. 

Th my above-mentioned totter 1 communicated to Lord Curzon my 
viows on this subject, stating that T intended to renew my claim against the Pes 
Toreatter, and, therefore, it was necessary that no’ boundary marks and pillars should 
Bo erected on that boundary; and that vo langnage should be used in the arbitration 
tiven by Colonel McMahon which, on my renewing my claim, aight become a 
sufficient “Sanaa” to the Persians. 

Tut in view of the relations of friendship and union existing between the 
illustrious British Government and the ranted Government, [ fect cortain that 
inthe same way that I consider the illustrious British Government and the Govern: 
trent of Afghanistan as sharers of benefits and losses in such external political afars, 
your Excellency will also consider the Benefits resulting to the Government of 
Afghanistan as Veing Uenclits accruing to the illustrious Government, and, as for as 
posible, will not allow the benefits of Afghanistan to be lost. 

‘Your Excellency and Lord Curzon insist that the settlement of this matter should 
bo made according to the wishes of the Persians, and that the settlement of Goldsinid, 
Mbich, according to Lont Curzon’s own letter, hid been accepted and approved for s0 
fiany’ years, should be laid aside, Although the high officials of the exalted Govern 
went et India have not clearly informed me of the benefits which they have in their 
Tind in thismatter, and I have not understood what the Government of India find to 


* Amor Mabibatla Khai 
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be beneficial to Afghanistan in such a concession, and in the permanence of such a 
settlement and the renewal of boundary demarcation, yet as I adh to this my id 
that the high officials of the ex salted Government of India will not allow the benefits 
of Afghanistan to be lost, and that in such a concession they have in view the benefits 
of botli the exalted Governments, I have therefore given up what [ had in my mind 
about this matter, and I now give my consent to thie settlement and arbitration of 
Colonel McMahon, which T hat before approved under certain conditions, and T 
accept the distribution of tle said frontier according to Colonel MeMahon’s proposal 

But as T find the worl irrigation” both in your Exectlency’s and Lord Cur 
letter, I desire to know the details about this irrigation, as regards its nature 
extent, Further, all is ell, 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 10, 


Viceroy of India to Ameer® of Afghanistan. 


My honoured and esteemed Frien Simla, September 20, 14 
r a ie Simla, September 20, 1904, 
HAVE to thank your Highness for your Teter oft Sha Tama i, 
corresponding to the 1th August, 1904, regarding the settlement effect 
Colonel McMahon of the boundary dispute in Seistan, acl 
Tam glad to learn that y , in viow of the relations of friendship and 
ing between our tivo Governments, has been able to accept Colonel 
Award, and has agreed to his provoeding with the work of demareation, 
eau assure your Highness that the rights of Afghanistan have been very fully éoit- 
sidered, an w settlement is one which your Highness will, in futuré, be able to 
regan as | isfactory to the interests of your country 
you abighness online what are the natureand extent of the 
with which Colonel MeMalion has yet to deal, Your Highness will recognize th 
without-a definite decision nuarding the water tiglits, which wore the Reino 
of the dispute which led to the appointment of the Arbitration Commission, thle mere 
settlement of the land frontier would bo of little avail to prevent future friction and 
teouble, “It is very necessary in the interest of butt Agius aud Persians to dei 
Nat tS supply of i sured to both parties, ag 
contemplated by General Goldsmid’s nob opinion, whieh did wot enfant dea 
but merely laid down it general terms tliat “no works are to be carried out on eithor 
fut aid down tg re to be curried out on either 
Danks of the Helu 
necessary in the eas 


tion question 


nt is ospeel 
angi 
‘ id i ales Coven Ma 
gE nl i Ih question will not be taken ap until 
Lio inareation is completed, Highness may test assuved that in aa 
MeMalion’s hands. yous inte 1 be carefully guar T hye eevived 
gra from him, dated the 16th Septembe SAuRiitol MeIKONGEAN ustet ta 
ve your Highness’ officials hail not apparntly received. petinission 10, c oh i 
in the work of demarcation, Vhs yes! most suiteble for dltuitation on the grouil 
has now arrived, and L accordingly trust that, unless your Higliiess has alivaiy doi 


so, you will kindly se ‘ yonlers to the asin 
so, you will Kindly aeud the necessary onlers to thé Afgiian Conmissioner Without 





No. 1, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Receivea November 3.) 


Under-Secretary of State for India pr 
of State for Forei 
information of the Secretary of State, copy of i 

ary, Simla, dated the 6th October, relative to the 


ents his complinients to the Under 
is, and, by direction of Mts, Sect in 3 wt i 


dlosures 


ave heen sent to the Director of Military Op 
India Office, November 1, 1904. , 


* Ameer Habibialle Ki 
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Taelosure t in No. 11. 
pale st, Alen, to Government of India. 


(Welezraphic.) Ailen, September 30, 1904. 
T HAVE svecived a report from Mr, Fitzmaurice saying that the boundary-line 
ily run from the most northern of the two hillocks shown to the north-west 
‘on the large seale map of Sheikh Said, straight to Murad, and that such 
Tine passes about 100 yards inland from the shore and not across the sex, the map 
heing inaccurate, I will send a Royal Engincer officer to rectify the error if the 
Joverniment of Indin hiaye no objection. 
(Repeated to British Ambassador at Constantinople, and to the Secretary to the 
Government of Bombay.) 


Tnclosure 2 in No. U1. 
Government of tndin to Resident, Aden. 


(Welegraphic.) P. Octobe. 4, 19 
PLUASE refer to your telegram, dated the 30th Septeniber last, regarding 
rectification of an error in surveying near Sheikh Said. ‘There is no objection to your 
proposal, If the boundary is definitely settled in time he might erect pillars in that 

neighbourhood. 
(Repeated to the Scerofary to the Goyerament of Bombay.) 





India Office to Foreign Office —(Reevived Novenber 3.) 


NIH Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Und 
Sueretary of St ‘oreiyn 3, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards lierewith, for the information of ary of State, copy of a. telegram, 
from the Viceroy, dated the 2nd November, » alleged Afghan encroachments st 
Musabad and a suggested demarcation of the frontier in that neighbourhood, 


India Office, November 3, 1904. 


Inclosure in No, 12, 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 

(Seeret,) 

(Tolegraphic.) Simla, November 2, 1904. 
GED Afylian enoroachments at Musabad, See inclosures of Foreign Secre- 
ily letters of the 22nd and 301 \e possibility of seriou: 

complications on this frontier has for sonie time caused us anxiety, which is increased by 

failure of Amir to, reply: to‘our letters, and by report from onr Karez Agent that Russian 

Captain Yass is interesting himself in the dispute, Tt is: iow reported that Governor 

Geperal of Khorassan has recommended to Persian Goverment that we should be moved 

to depute officer to. detin nl st reluctant to intervene on that 

frontier, I see no alternative, if danger of collision that might be serious is to be 
averted. 

Ti you agree, I propose to instruct Dane to explain situation to Amir, and to invite 
his Highness to depnte Representative in spring to meet Persian Representative on 
the spot in presence of British officers, to whom both parties would submit case, 
British ofticer would ten formulate proposals and submit them to Persian and Afghan 
Governments through Hardinge and Government of India, and, when accepted, proceed 
to demarcate, Meanwhile, the status quo to be ied, 

Ropeated to Tis Majesty's Chargé u'AMiuires at Tehran. 





u 


No. 13. 


Mre Grant Duf to the Morjuess of Lansdowne. —(Reeewd Noveriier 8.) 
(No. 125.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Navember 8, 1904, 
GUROUMIA 
‘The Valiahd has informed His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabteez. that his troops 
have killed two of the accomplices on our lis 
Thave not yet received a report from Urmi, but the Mushir-ed-Dowleh confirms 
this statement. 





No. 14. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Duff. 
No. 66.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 3, 1904. 
YOUR action in conneetion with the attack on Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer 
as reported in your telegrams Nos, 121 and 123 of yesterday is approved. 
Tis Majesty's Government have heard of the occurrence with much indignation, 
You should inform the Persian Government, accordingly, and say that they will be 
expected to put an end to the state of affairs prevailing in South-West Persia, and 
will be held responsible for the attack. 





No, 15. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, November 3, 1904. 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt, of 
your letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the dispatch of an engineer of the Indian 
Irrigation Service to Arabistan, to report on the Karun irrigation scheme, 

Lond Lansdowne is of opinion that tho officer al should start, for Aliwax 
as soon as possible, His Lordship would suggest that he should, upon his arrival in 
Persia, report himself to His Majesty's Consular officers at Mohammerah and Ahwaz, 
Should Mr. Vice-Consul Lorimer be absent, hie might address. himself, to Mr, Wilson, 
Messrs, Lynch's Agent, who would render him assistance; but he should, in that 
make no reférenco to the proposed loan to Persia, and should confine himself to saying. 
that he had boon requested by the Government of India, as he happened to be coming 
to Persia, to study the question of the Ahwaz dam, which it was reported that, tho 
Persians intended to restore, and to ascertain the feasibility of Mr. Van Roggen’s 

Ho iad best discuss with His Majesty’s Consular officers the lino 
th the Porsianss but Lord Lansdowne proposes to instruct 
at Tehran to inform the Persian Government, 





No, 16, 
Mr. Townley (0 the Marquess off Lansitowne,—(Received November 4.) 
(No, 157.) 


(Telegraphic) Ps 
ELIMLTATION of Aden frontier. 


Constantinople, November 4, 1904. 


the Sultan’s answer to the British 

ny in the shape of a telegram to 
i tion to your Lordship, It 
ignores the question of the completion of the frontier to the coast, and dents solely 
with Nava, Rubeaten, Dhabiani, and Wuban, ‘Nhe document is insolently wonled, 
and talk xichmonts on the Yemen, 
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{added privately, that it was not likely that a communic: 
contradiction to the repeated solemu assurances of the Grand Vizi 
for Poreign Aifairs would be received very graciously by iis 
Moreo) I recalled the communication I lad made a wee 
Government was sending warship to watel 
oust, ani observed that this came siugulurly 





















iS an answer to-it, 








No. 17. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. townley. 
No, 140.) 
Wlegraphie.) P. 

ADEN delimitation, 

T concur in Mr, VitzMauvi 
dospateh No, 752 of the 9th ultimo, 


Foreign Office, November 4, 1904. 





ing Tndia, as proposed in Sir N, O'Conor’s 





No. 18, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr, Torentey 


(No. 878.) 
Sin, 

{LUE Turkish Ambassador asked me to rece! 
statement to the fallowing affect 

The 'tarkish Government, with « view to putting an end to the en 
which were being made on the territory of the Yemen Vilayet, lil come to an agres- 
ment with tis Majesty's Government Aer to docide what wers the territories of 
the nino cantons; and Special Commissioners hind Leon sent to the spot for this 
purpose, 

‘Who oporation fi question was to bo care 
Of the statue yuo in Uke nine eantonsyand in a 





‘eign Office, Novenber 4, 1904, 
hiin this avening, and made to me 











achments 





















Wout on the basis of fe maintenance 
dance with the formal declarations of 

i if the Yemen 
a miarked: 
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cluding 
ton such pla fen which, 
Delonged hyeontestably to the Ca 

‘Tho Turkish Government d 
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therotbre, to reopen this question, in order th: 
might be settled ina sitish inaniner, and in’ conforinity with the 
of tlie ‘Turkish Empire, as well is with the sincere desire of the Turkish Gos 
to assure the tranquillity of the localities concerned, If Twas not prepared to a 
the arrangement proposed by the ‘val rament, which iad heen dictated to 
(hem by their just appreciation of the rolations of <incor friendship whieh had 
always bound the two States, the only methol of solution open to the Porte was a 
isoit to arbitration: 

1 told his Excellency that 1 had listen 
anid regret, T could only characterize the 
aia uve from that serupulous good fi 
neyor fail to observe towanils one anoth 
Nicholas O'Conory before his departure. from 
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had left in the firm conviction thathe might regard the matter as settled. Mx. Townley 
iad, after his Excellency’s departure, called at the Sublime Porte, and ad been told that 
the Imdé promised had actually been received, and that it was fayourable inasmuch as 
it approved the decision come fo by the Council of Ministers. Mr. Lamb, irst Drago 
man {o His Majesty’s Embassy, had had an interview with the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs on the following day, the 11th October, and had been assured by Towfik Pasha 
that the Tradé was perfectly satisfactory, and, in accordance with the terms of the 
‘Memorandum communicated by Six Nicholas O'Conor, lie authorized Mr. Lamb to tell 
Mr. Townley that he could report to me in this sense, ‘The settlement embodied in the 
Tradé was the result of a long and Inborious investigation, which lind caused infinite 
trouble and much expense to this country. It seemed to me outrageous that, at the 
last moment, an attempt should be made to reopen the question, I should haye to 
x the situation, which T regarded as an extremely grave one, in consultation 
with my colleagues. Mis Excellency asked me whether the ship of war which I 
fold iim Jast week would be sent to watel over British interests on the Aden c 
would proceed to its destination, I said tht E had, at his Exeellency’s spe 
ranged that the orders issued to the ship in question should be suspended, 
sould now eertainly come into force, 
Jixcelleney afterwards spoke to me on the subject of the recent, mi 
tiger to Koweit, and as to the incursion of Greck bands upon the 
s of !Durkey. 
to discus 
































ion of 
Furopean 
T told his Excellency that Iwas not prepared in present civonm- 
of these matters with him, Tt was impossible for the Porte to 





provine 
stane 








expect tliat we should go out of our way to show them special consideration ab a 
nioment when they were treating us so billy 
Tam, fe, 
(Gigned) "LANSDOWNE. 










No. 19. 





Sir B, Monson to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received November 8.) 

(No. 571.) 

My Loni, Paris, November 4, 1904, 
COLONEL PEROZ, a frequent writer in the “ Dépéche Coloniale,” returns this 
‘ng in that newspaper to the subject of Sheikh Said, 

In the inclosed article* he supports the demands recently put forward in, detail 

by M. Pressaq Noland in a series of letters forwarded to your Lordship in my 

despatches Nos, 519 and 588 of the 26th September and the Lith October, 

respectively. 












and Jibuti both in the hands of , the entrance to the 
destruction of Perim by artillery fire from the mainland, would be 
ded by a flotilla of French torpedo-boats, 
Thave, & 
(Signed) 













MUND MONSON. 





No, 20. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 5,) 


‘DHE Under-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr Secretary Brodrick, 
forvanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copies of telegrams 
relative to the Karun irrigation scheme, 


India Office, November 4, 1904. 








“Déptclie Colonia,” November 4, 1904 (not printed), 


uu 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 20. 
Government of India to Mr, Brodrick. 
(Gelegraphic.) P. November 2, 1904, 
KARUN irrigation scheme, We estimate that survey of Arabistan on scale 
required will take six months to carry out, and will cost approximately 3001. a-month, 


in addition to pay and allowances of engincer, as stated in my telegram of the 18th 
September. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 20. 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) _P, India Office, November 8, 1904. 

KARUN irrigation scheme, Estimated cost of Arabistan survey, as given in 
your telegram of the 2nd instant, seems large. I shall be glad to have further 
information as to the character of the survey which you contemplate. 





No. 21. 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Duf 
(No. 67.) 
(Molegraphic.) Ps Foreign Office, November 5, 1904. 

THIS Majesty’s Government coneur in the Viceroy’s views on the subject of the 
Persian telegraphs, as oxpressed in his telegram of the Ist instant, which he has 
repeated to you, 





No. 22. 
Foreign Office to Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Offec, November 5, 1904. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 20th ultimo, Tain directed by the Marquess of 
‘nisdowne to teansmit 0 you, to be Taid before the Lords Commissioners of the 

Adinitalty, the accompanying copy’ of a despateh to Hi 

Constantinoplo,® recording a conversation with tho 

of the Aden boundary delipitation. 
Till be seen that the communication made to Lord Lansdowne by 

was of an altogether wnsatisfietory nature, that the Dradé promised by the Turkish 
Patni hea wot buen asueds ad tha eu the contraty, Hey deaire to reopen. the 


stances Tani to request that the Lords Commissioners will cause one 
esty's ships to proceed at once to make a demonstration off the Arabian coast, 
ico with the instructions already sent to the Commander-in-chic 

Siation, and communicated to this Department in your letter on tho 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) ELDON GORST. 





Mr, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 6.) 


(No. 126.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, November 6, 1904. 

TN obedience to instruetionscontained in your Lordship's telegram No. 66, Tat 
once addressed a note to the Persian Government, 

As the Persian Government haye had no reply to their repeated telegrams to the 
Governor of Luristan, there is no further news from Douglas. 

Lieutenant Williams has gone to Burujird and will act as Consul ; he happened to 
be at Hamadan on his return from Urmi, ‘The American missionary doctor is accom— 
panying him. 

‘Williams has heard that Lorimer and Douglas were brought in naked. 

Thave ordered the Kermanshah escort to Burujird. 

‘Dh firing on Europeans, which is rare in Persia, is the serious feature of the case. 
When the particulars arrive, I earnestly hope your Lordship will allow me to ask for 
very heavy compensation. Hoth this and the Urmi ease aro entirely the fault of the 
Persian Government, and T think that an example should be made, 

Thave arranged to see the Mushir-vd-Dowleh to-day. 

(Sent to India.) 





No, 24. 
Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received November 1.) 


(No. $18, Confidential.) 
My Lond, Constantinople, October 81, 1904. 
PON the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram No. 146 of the 24th instant, C 

instructed Mx, Lamb to address a private letter, copy inclosed, to tho Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, as lie could not see his Excellency on that day, the Minister being in 

Council, to inform him of the step His Majesty’s Government felt constrained to take 
‘consequences of the recall of the Imperial Tradé sanctioning the agreement come to 

with Sir N, O'Conor respecting the Aden frontier, 

On the 2sth instant Tewik Pasha sont an official of the Sublime Porto to request. 
me to telegraph to your Lordship that he could solemnly promise that the matter 
‘Mould bo settled on the Sd instant, and to ask you to suspend tle dispateh of a shi 
‘of war to the spot until after that date. 

T consented to send my telegram No, 154 of the 28th instant to your Lordship, 
Dut T told the messenger (Yusuf Bey) that T could not say whether your Lordship 
would be disposed to place much faith in this fresh promise after so inany previous 
ones had been broken. I further requested him to tell the Minister that, what 1 
should expect to receive on Thursday next was the Iradé such as I had been given to 
understand it had originally appeared. 

Treminded him that the Embassy had not received communication of this Trade, 
ut that both the Grand Vizier and the Minister for Foreign Affairs had personally 
assured me that it was in conformity with the decision come to by the Council of 
Ministers, and complied with the conditions laid down in the Memorandum eommuni- 
cated to the Sublime Porte by Sir N. O'Conor, 1t would, therefore, bo usoless. to 
offer me an Trudé couched in less satisfactory terms, because T should not be able to 
focopt it, and the position would in no wise be improved. Both the patience anit 
the concessions of His Majesty's Government were exhausted, and as we lind no more: 
to give, there was an end of it, I concluded that if the Iadé when it eventually 
appeared was of an unsatisfactory nature, there would be nothing left for us but tow 
claim the Kuddam-Akama line—a most unfortunate ending to negotiations, during, 
Which all possible concessions to Turkey had been made. 

Trepeated much the same language to the Grand Vizier and to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to-day, when I asked whether the matter had been again dissussed by 
the Council of Ministers, or whether the'delay until Thursday signified that it was to 
be submitted to next Wednesday's Council. 

Twas assured in answer tlint it neither had Deen nor coul be again submitted te 
the Council, which had already given their decision, I was contidentially informed. 





that some minor offtelal had inspired the Sult: te was under the 
agreement surrendering vast tracts of count was now 
perstaded, thanks to the arguments used by the Grand Vi i for 
Foreign Affairs, and the Minister for War that such is not the 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 24, 


Mr. Lamb to Mr. Toveatey. 
(No. 954.) 
Sir, October 26, 1904. 
ADEN Tradé: Voreign Office telegram No. 116. 
T haye the honour to report that, to-day being Wednesday, when the Ministers 
are in Council, L have addressed to the’ Minister for Foreis , of which 
A copy s— 
tre, 
Ambassude de Sa Majesté Britannique vient do reeevoir du Ministéxe des 
itrangéres P raphique de faire savoir A la Sublime Porte que le 
mement de Sa Majesté, ne pouvant plus permetire que ia question de Ia 
délimitation do la frontiére des nent cantons qui, aprés de si longues 1 
GE rgléo d'une manidxe amicale, reste en sonffrance, se propose d’envoy 
Jes lieux des bitiments de guerre avee mission de yeiller & Ia sauvegarde de ses 


Voulant pas éanger votre Excellence aujourd'hni—jour de Conseil des 
permets de porter ceei A votre connaissance par Ia présente, et je 
rauco de mon plus 


(Signed) H, W, LAMB, 





No, 25. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received November 7.) 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Admiralty, Novenher 6, 1904. 
WITH reference to Admiralty telegram which, with the concumence of the 
Marquess of Lansdowne, was sent to the Commanderin-chief East Indies on the 
2th October lust, oxering one of His M 
the tacties of the Murkishy Gov 
Houndary of the Aden Minter 
Departments 
by my Lords 
Lansdowne that on the receipt of the semi-o 
Office on the Sth instant, requesting that effect might now be «i 
orders, the Seniov Nayal Officer at Aden was directed by telegraph to proceed to carry 
dliem out alter communicating with the Resident, ind a telegram has now been 
received from hin in reply saying that His Majesty's ship Proserpine” is leaving 
immediatoly for the Red Sea, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "©. I, THOMAS. 





No. 26, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 7.) 


THE Under-Scoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Stite for Foreign Affairs, amd, hy direction of Mr, Secrotary Brodrick, 
for swith, for the information of the Secreta c. copy of a telegram: 
from Mr, Fitamaurivo, dated the Oth November, relative to the Aden delimitation, 

India Office, November 7, 190, 
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Inclosure in No, 26. 
Mr, Fitemaurice to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
ADEN delimitation, f 
Thaye received the following telegram, dated the 5th instant, from the Embassy at 

Constantinopl 


“His Majesty’s Government have been informed by the Turkish Government, 
their Ambassador in London, that Sultan is unable to accept the proposals 
ed in the Memorandum presented to the Porte on the 11th Avgust, Iam now 
instructions, 
“Question of point at which frontier is to terminate at the sea is entirely ignored 
in the Turkish reply, which deals only with the four places on the line to the 
nortli-cast.”” 


November 6, 1904, 


Thave to-day sent the following telegram to the Embassy :— 

“Your No, 48. 

“To acquiesce in refusal of Sultan to recognize as British the four places 
mentioned in the Memorandum of the 11th Augnst would be tantamount, to. adoption 
of @ Tine of boundary north-east less favourable than that which Tradé of tho 
13th February, 1903, implied. 

“Tt might, perhaps, be expedient at this stage to claim Kudam line, in accordance 


with the proposal made in my telegram No, 87, and to include Beda in the notification 
to the Porte.” 





No. 27. 


Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne— (Received November) 


(No. 161.) 


(elegraphic.) P, Constantinople, November 7, 1904, 

THAVE recived the following telegram from Mx, Fitzmaurice, No. 38, Porim, 
of the Gth instant: i 

* With reference to your telegram No. 48 of tho 5th instant, I do not think wo 
should acquiesce in refusal of Sultan to recognize places to the north.cast, mentioned 
in Memorandum of the 11th August last, as tho result would bo a loss ‘satisfactory 
north-east line than that indicated wy Imperial Tradé of the 18th August, 1903, 
Perhaps it might now be expedient to claim Kudam line, as submitted in my telegram 
No. 87 of the 24th ultimo, including Beda in the notification to the Sublime Porte.” 





No, 28, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 8.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents lis compliments to the Under: 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mn, Scerctary Brodrick, 


forwanis lierewith, for the information of tle Seoretary of Stato, copy of a tolegram 


from the Vicoroy dated the 7th Novomber, relative to the attack’ on Colonel ‘Douglas 
and Mr. Lorimer, 


India Office, November 7, 1904, 
ee 
Tnelosure in No. 28, 


mie Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
( legmphie Be November 7, 1904, 
at Tenge STAN incident. ‘Telegrams dated 2nd November from Chargé dA faives 


Details of attack on Pouglas and Lorimer have not yet beon received here If 


oe is ig work of a stray gang, it will be necessary to watch closely the punitive 
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measures which Persian Government may take, lest the good relations which have been 
established by Lorimer with leading Chiefs of Luristan be embittered as result of 
indisoriminate reprisals, 

We would suggest that it may be well not to lose the opportunity for pressing 
Persian Government to conseni to the institution of a Persian force, under the 
command of British officers, similar to the Cossack Brigade of the Russians. We 
would invite reference to despatch, dated 14th August, 1896, from Sir M. Durand, in 
which a similar suggestion was made in connection with the assault on Tanfield, 
Precedent for securing substantial concessions in consequence of outrage upon a 
British official in China is afforded by the Chifu Convention. Tn 1895, also, when 
Graves was murdered, Indian troops were dispatched to Charbar and Jask, and these 
troops still remain in Persian territory. It is possible that Shah might agree to 
institution of Anglo-Persian foreo as suggested, or to the scheme for providing road 
gnaxds which is now under consideration, in order to avoid a like result in the present 
instance, 


(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No, 29, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Musurus Pasha. 


xxcelleney, Foreign Office, November 8, 1904. 

1 GATHER, from the communication which you mae to me yesterday 
to the question of the Aden Delimitation, that the Ottoman Govornn 
failed to realize the grave view taken by His Majesty's Goi 
created by the withholding of the Sultan's Tradé, require 
to pul in Torco the arrangement already agreed to by the 's Ministers, 

His Majesty iad assured the King’s Ambassador that he would forthwith san 

At our intorviow on the Ath instant I pointed out to your wy that this reply 
was a departure from that scrupulous good faith which tivo friondly Powers should 
never fail to observe to one another, and I regret to find that the Sublime Porte has 
offered no explanation of this action in the communication which you were instructed 
to make to me yesterday, 

1 tun therefore compelled to repeat to your Exeolleney that His Majesty's Govern 
iment rogard as very serious the attitude which has beon assumed by the Sublime Porte 
in this matter, and’carnestly trust that the question maybe carefully reconsidered by 
His Imperial Majesty and tho Ottoman Government. 

I hall bo obliged if your Excellency will inform the Ottoman Government by 
telogtaph of the substance of this note, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 





No, 30. 


Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received November 9.) 


Confidential.) 
ir, Adiniralty, November 9, 1904. 

TAM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, decipher 
of a tolegram dated this day, from His Majesty’s ship “ Proserpine,” at Perim, relative 
to the Adon delimitation question. 

2. My Lords would be glad to be informed as soon as possible whether there is 
any necessity for the “ Proserpine” to remain on this coast for a further period. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 0. I, THOMAS. 
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Inclosure in No. 30. 
His Majesty's ship Proserpine” to Admiralty. 


felegraphic, Perim, November 9, 1904, 
c Een haos with telegram of Sth November, left Aden 6th November; passed 
Sheikh Seyd after sunset; directed searchlight on shore, Arrived Hodeidah daylight 
7th November. Had communication with Acting Vice-Consul, who came on board. 
Left anchorage before daylight sth November. Steered in shore as close as weather 
permitted; arrived Moklia in the afternoon, ‘Turkish officials came on board. Left 
this morning steering close in shore. Searchlight directed on shore and on British 
flag after dark every evening. Referring to Admiralty telegram bth November, T 
catinot find Kudan on any chart. It is my intention to leave on 10th November for 
iarget practice. Propose arriving Aden 12th Noyember, Request approval. 


No. 31. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received November 10.) 


Bir, India Office, November 9, 1904, 

WITH reference to your letter of the 25th October, as to the inquiry by the 
Persian Government whether we would withdraw our Consular and other guards 
Should Russia do the same, Iam directed to invite the attention of tho Marquess of 
Lansdowne to the telegram from the Viceroy of the 28th October, and to say 
that Mr, Secretary Brodrick agrees in the view of the Government of India that, the 
position of Russia in the matter differs essentially from ours owing to the presence of 
the Cossack brigade in Persia, and that the disturbed state of the country makes it 
inexpedient to entertain the proposal, and justiles out refusal to do e, 

am, &o, 

(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 


No, 32. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(isecervea vovemoer .v., 


Sir, India Office, November 9, 1904, 

TAM direetod to invite the attention of the Marquess of Fansdowne to the telegram 
from the Viceroy of the Jst instant, onthe ‘subject of tho report in the telegram from 
His Majesty's Ohargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran on the 27th ultimo, as to the arrival of 
additional Russian telegraph émployés at Meshed, and’ the transfer of the Meshed= 
Scistan telegraph line to Russia, 

Tam to state that Mi Secretary Brodrick agrees generally in the yiews cxpressed 
in the Viesroy’s telegram. He would suggest, for Lord Lansdowne’s consideration, that 
Mr. Grant Duff should be authorised to raise, if he thinks it desirable, the question of 
our claim to construct a telegraph’ line from Nasratabad to Koh-i-Malik Siah, when 
discussing with the Persian Government the subjects of the transfer of the Meshed— 
Scistan line to Russia, and of the construction of a ussian Tine vid Kuchan to Moshed. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 





No. 33, 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 127.) i 

(Telogmphic. B Tehran, November 10, 1904.» 
following is the substance of a telegram that I have received from Williams 


respecting the attack on Colonel ‘Douglas and Lieutenant Lorimer referred to in my 
muiediately preceding telegram :-— 


“We reached Borujird shortly before Lorimor and Douglas on the oth instant 
‘The former has a slight fracture of the superior tnaxillary bone, caused by a stone, and 
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a slight gun-shot wound in the left hand. fis general condition is good. ‘The latter 
has a gun-shot wound through the lower part of the right forearm, with a compound 
fracture of both bones, His general condition is good. We hope to reach Hamadan in 


two or three days, with the whole of our party.” 
‘The following is Colonel Douglas’ statement of what took place:— 


“An Agreoment had been made by Lorimer with the Dirakvend Chiefs to bri 
him from Diaful to Khoremabad, and to take us both for a certain sum, whieh he paid 
back to Dizful. ‘This liad been sworn on the Koran by all the representative Chiefs, 
and, as Thad no reason to doubt their good fnith, I thought it would be as well to 
take the opportunity of seeing the direct road, hey began demanding largo sums of 
money on the second day out, and while negotiations were still going on they suddenly 
rushed our camp, taking away everything, We returned to Khoremabad in nothing 
ut thie clothes we stood in.” 


‘The Kermanshiah sowars, I find, have no horses, and, as they will ultimately have 
to be purchased, I haye instructed the Consular Agent to obtain them at once, and to 
send tho escort to act under Williams’ orders at Hamadan, 

Colonel Douglas will probably return here, With your Lordship's approval, I 
propose to instruct Lorimer to proceed to Khoremabad ‘when sufficiently well, with 
Williams, who is.a doctor, and also Acting Consul at Kermanshahi, in order to see that 
no unjust reprisals are made in talking the proper steps for punishing the Dirakyends, 

respectfully suggest that your Lordship should allow me to convey your thanks 
to Dr. Funk, of the American Mission, who, at much personal inconvenience, acted 
with great promptitude and kindness. 

‘ho Governor of Luristan apparently warned Colonel Douglas not to travel in that 
region. Although the state of Luristan is mainly due to the weakness of the Persian 
Government, this will, of course, make our claim for compensation difficult. 

Tam making further inquiries into the matter, 

(Sent to Tndin,) 





No. 94, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr, Townley, 


(No, 890.) 
chee 


Foreign Office, November 10, 1904, 

‘THE Turkish Ambassador made to mo on the 7th instant a statement to the 

Following ellect in regard to the Aden delimitation :— 
‘Phe Tmperial Governnent have be 


; y tlie manner in which 
Alieir commnnic 


down 


hielo thoy havo always 
Ut wis in reliance ona yi 
which tle Tnperial Goyer 
reconsider the question, in 
woul themselves reco 
oueronclies on the viglts, and prejud 
‘Vhis being the object of their acti being. to 
ive ut a prompt anid amicable understanding, there would be no reason of any kind 
Jor having recourse to rigorous measures, such as the dispatch of vessels of wars such 
action would not only be incompat i the tne harmony which should ever reign 
the relations su happily subsisting between the two States, but would merely hinder 
the understanding that the Imperial Government have in view é 
They hoped therefore tliat E would authorize either the British Commissioners or 
Mis Majesty's Changé d’Mffaires ut Constaitinople to reconsider in communication with 
the Imperial Government the points on which there is a divergence of opinion, and, 
having regard to tho spirit by which hoth parties were animated, the Imperial Govern. 
ment wero persuaded that an agreement would be reached without delay. 
I wrote to his Excellency ou the following day, pointing out that the Ottoman 
Government Tad apparently failed to realize the gravity of the situation, and urging 
them to reconsider their attitude, a yi 


‘A copy of my note was forwarded io you in my despatch No. 388 of the 8th 
instant. 
: Excellency called upon me again this evening, and told mo that he was much 
disappointed with my answer, He could not see why inguiry should not be made at 
Constantinople in regard to the questions which had now beon raised hy the ‘Turkish 
Governnient as to the boundary. d that I was obliged to object altogether to a 
fresh investigation of these poiuts, which had already been dealt with—as we supposed, 
conclusively—on the spot. His Excellency told mo that he had telegraphed the 
substance of my letter of yesterday to the Turkish Government, and that he was 
unable for the moment to give me auy farther information, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSROWNE. 


No. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty, 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 10, 1904. 
TAM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to request that you will inform, 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, with reference to their letter of the 9th 
instant, that, haying regard to the state of the negotiations with the Ottoman Govern- 
ment on the Aden delimitation question, it would be desirable that His Majesty’ 
ship * Proserpino” should remain, for the present, near that coast, 
Tam, Se, 
(Signed) ELDON GORS!, 








No, 86, 
India Office fo Foreign Office —(Receiveit November 11.) 


Sir, India Office, November 9, 1904, 

I AM directed to acknowledge the recoipt of your letters of tho 20th and 24th 
ultimo on the subject of tho despatches Nos. 143 and 170, dated tho Bnd August ancl 
the 9th September last, from His Majesty's Ministerat Lolixan, relating to the question 
of the quarantine arrangements in the Persian Gulf, 

In reply, Lam to state that Mr, Socrotary Brodrick coneurs in the proposal of 
the Marquess of Lansdowne to approve Sir A. Mardinge’s proceedings, as reported in 

clies. 

S rogards the question of the attitude to. be adopted towards the now Sanitary 
Council, Mr. Brodrick is of opinion that there is nothing yet in its constitution, or in 
th programme which it has formulated, to lead the British or tho Indian Government 
to encoitrage its activity, and tliat tho position of Iis Majesty's Minister should be 
one of reserve, until it is seon more clearly whether the Conneil is likely to give us 
practical sistance in our sanitary management of the Gulf or to be obstructive and 

1ostile. 

As regaris the question of the acceptance by the Persian Government of the 
resolution of the Paris Sanitary Conforenes roforred to in tho, penultimate paragraph 

“of Sir A. Hardingo's despatch of the 9th September, the objections of the Indian 
Government to the establishment of a sinitary station at Ormuz, especially if placed 
under the control of the Constantinople Sanitary Board, are explained in the corres 
spondence ending with Mr. Campbell’ letter of the 11th Februnty last, transmitting 
the despatch of the British Delegates to tho International Sanitary Conference at 

s, expressing their views on tho Convention signed on the Srd Docomber, 1908, 
Mr, Brodrick thinks it desirable that Sir A, Matdingo's attention should bo drawn to 
this correspondence and to the India Ofiee despatel forwarding itto the Goveramiont 
of India, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLD. 





[1780] 
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No. 37. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Receivedl Novenber 11.) 


Sir, India Office, November 9, 1904, 

WITH tefererice to the telegram from the Viceroy of the 28th ultimo, as to the 
inquiries made by the American Consal at Muscat on the subject of the Muscat arbitration, 
Tam directed to state that Mr. Secretary Brodrick is disposed, subjeet to the concurrence 
of the Marquess of Lanstowne, to approve the instrastions given by the Government of 
India fo the Political Avent at Muscat, 

As regards. the suggestion in the last sentence of the Viceroy’s telegram that the 
French Government should be pressed for a list of their flagholders, Mr. Brodrick, havin» 
regard to the statement on the subject made by the Fretich Ambassador, as recorded ix 
Lord Lansdowne's despatch to Sir B, Monson No. 539 of the 13th ultimo, would leava 
for Lord Lansdowne’s consideration the question of making any further representation to 
the Fyench Government at the present time, 

Mr. Brodriole presumes that in any ease such a list would, oa application, b: called 
for by tho Arbitration ‘Tribunal, and sufficient time would be allowed for its careful 
examination, 

Tam, &o, 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


————————— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 87. 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of fulia. 
Secret.) 
(Polegenphic,) India Office, Octoher 21, 1904, 
MUSCAT arbitvation, 
Formal Agreement with French Government was signed on the 13th October. 
‘ext sin drat sont with ‘Se Totter of 2th July last, enbodying marginal 
alterations, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 37. 


Gorernment of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Beoret.) 
(olegmphie.) it, October 28, 1904. 

YOUR telegram 24th October: Museat ar! 

American Consul has, at th 
Political Agent at Muscat for written statement of history of 
Tins been submitted to the Peace ribuunal. 

Any instructing Agent, Museat, while ropi local aspects of ques 
to American Consul, to. suggest that inforanition as Uo tinct ited for arbitra 
Would est be obtained in London through Aineriean Ambassador. 

Local officers tecommerid demani for list before subiitting Gur case be press 
gree, 





No, 38, 
Inilia Ofice to Hoveiga Office.—(Receivet November 11.) 


MILE Undor-Seeretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seeretaty of State for Woreign Affairs, ant, hy direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 

letter from tle Foreign Seeretary, Simla, dated the Gth ultimo, relative to surveys. 
in the Persian Gulf, 


India Office, November 10, 1904. 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. $8, 
Director, Marine, Bombay, fo Marine Department, Simla. 


(elegraphic.) Bombay, September 9, 1904. 
YOUR No, 741 of the 18th ultimo, 
When may ‘Investigator’s” operations, Persian Gulf, be considered non- 
confidential ? 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 38, 
Marine Department, Simla, to Diréctor, Marine, Bombay. 


(Welozraphie,) Simla, September 26, 1904. 
YOUR telegram of the 9th instant. 
“Tavestigator's” operations in the Persian Gulf should be so conducted as to 
aitmet a ininimum of attention. 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 38. 
Mr. Grant Duff to Government of India, 


(Welegraphic.) P, Tehran, October 2, 1904 
PLEASE rofer to your telogram dated the 80th ultimo, 
A Representative will be sent by the Persian Government on Bushire Harbour 
or they. wish it fo be distinctly understood that the deoponing of harbour 
cannot be sanetioned by them. 
y+ When is the Investigator” expected to arrive? 
teil to the Political Resident in tho Persian Gulf.) 


Inclosure 4 in No, 38, 
Marine Department, Simla, to Director, Marine, Bonbay, 
Simla, October 1, 190%. 
IN addition to surveys by “Investigator” referred to in Marino Department 
No. 741, dated the 18th August, the entrance to Khor Abaulla, between Maakat 
Abdulla aud Masht-ul-Aish, should be surveyed, and the buoys over the bar at the 
mouth of tle Shatt-el-Arab moved to the déopest: channel, “Survey,of Khor Kaliya 
also desirable if assistance ean be obtained from Senior Naval Ollicee in Persian Gulf. 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 28, 


Government of India to Rear-Admiral ltk’nson: Willes, 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, 


Sink, October 6, 1901. 
In contintiation of the letter from the Government of Iudin in the Fore 
Department, dated the 20th August list, Tam directed to forward, for your Excelleney’a 
information, a copy of correspondence connected with the survey of ‘the Bushire and 
Koweit Harbours, and also of Khor Kaliya, Bahrein. 

It will be observed that, with respect to the survey of Khor Kaliya, the 
Commander of the Royal Indian Mail Steamer ‘Investigator’? will prohably nec 
assistance, and the Government of Indin would be obliged, if there lie no objection, by 
your Excellency kindly authorizing the Senior Naval Officer, Persian Gull Division, 
to render any lielp that may he required, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) L, RUSSEL. 
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Tnclosure 6 in No. 38. 
Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 


eleg lic.) P. Simla, October 5; 1904. 
Cre OPT rorenee toyour telegraui dated the 2nd instant, regarding the Bushire 
Harbour survey, it las been arranged for “Investigator” to leave Bombay for 
operations on the 10th instant. We a: nomination of a Persian Repre- 
sentative, and Major Cox ready been instructed by us to arrange in communi- 
eation with the Persian authorities for the proposed surv 





No. 39. 
India Office to Vorcign Office. —(Recetved Notember 12.) 


HITE Under Seretary of Stao for Inia presents his compliments to the Under 
eretary of State for Foreign AMairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick’ 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inc losure in 
a lotter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 13th October, relative to the 
murder of Captain Warneford, * P 
Copies hinye Leen sent to the Director of Military Operations. 


India Office, November 10, 1904, 


Tnelosure in No. 
Government of India to Government of Bombay. 


(Tolegraphie.) P. Simla, October 6, 1904. 
Cro AR AT. “Pleas aee your letter of the 14th September last. 

Before authorizing a raid, the Government of India would wish to know the 
following :— ss oe 

1, lias information promised by Mansusi Regent been received by the Resident, 
vide lis letter to your address of the 10th September, and, if so, is Mr. Bury’s infor- 
mation confirmed as to tlie location of murderer? ‘ ‘ 

2 Is there any confirmation of the report as to the murderer being now at Mai 
Marfik ? i 

8. Is thero any reliable proof as to the Rijai tribe harbouring this murderer? 

4, Is the actual location of the Mai Marfik known, and is it accessible to cavalry 
surround, and can it Lo surprised at daybreak by a night march ¢ " 

5. Is the Aden troops [sic] strong enough to overawe the village and Sheikh of 
Am Rijai if any resistance is sliown by hem? 

(Repeated to Brigadier-General 1, M. Mason.) 





No, 40, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Duff. 

(No. 69.) 
(Pelegraphie.) P. 

‘ATEAGK on Colonel Douglas. 

You may thank Dr. Funk as proposed in your telegram No. 197 of yesterday. 
Your propostl to send Williams and” Lorimer to Kliaremabad is approvely provided 
their functions are strictly limited to watching and, if necessary, advising, but they 
should on no account mix themselves up in any punitive operations which may be 
undertaken by the Persian Government, 


Foreign Office, November 11, 1004. 


25 
No. 41. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Ueceived November 12.) 


s of Lansdowne to, the 
telegram from tle Viceroy mberas to the frontier dispute in Hashtadan, 
and to state that Mr. Secretary Brodvick proposes, subject to Lond Lausdowue’s 
concurrence, to approve the Viceroy’s suggestion (o instruct Mn Dane, when he 
proceeds to Kabul, to represent the situation to the Ameer, and to invite His Highness 
ty depute a Representative in the spring to meet a Persian Representative on {he spot, 
in the presence of a British officer, who, after considering statements of the case 
prepared by both Representatives, would submit proposals to the Persian and Afghan 
Go nis with a view to subsequent demarcation, the sta/us quo in the meanwlilio 
being strictly maintained. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No, 42. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Murguess of Lausdowne.—(Received November 12.) 


'No,120. Secret.) 
Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, November 12, 1004, 

SEISPAN-MESHED Telegraph Line, 

The following is the substance of a Confidential Report dmwn up by the head of 
the Russian Department of the Persian Foreign Office, relating to an intoryiew with 
the Russian Chargé d'Affaires regarding the Seistan line, which was shown to me 
yesterday : 

in ian Chargé d’AMfaires, 1 delivered your mossage regarding 
the dificulty the Persian Government has in sinctioning the employment on. the 
Seistan line of the Russian signallers which aie now at Meshod aud 1 stated that. the 
British Government would probably ask for signallers on thie ‘ehran-Meshed line it 
the Persian Government were to meet the Russian demand, In reply, the Russian 
Chargé d’Affaires said that the Knglish already have a largo number of signallors on 
the Central Persian and Indo-Buropean lines, so that the Persian Government's excuse 
coulil not be accepted. He added that last year the Inte Russian Minister visited the 
Minister of Telegraphs, and informed hin of his intention of introd 

guallers on the 


his Government, wh 
me suggested, 1 

res added that if, alter the pror their own ) 

pment now refused their sanction, the impression produced in Russin would. bo 
regrettable, especially: just before the complimentary MUssion to congratulate the 
Emperor on the birth of the Cawraviteh and after all the expenses whieh had heon 
incurred. ‘The Chargé d’Alfaires maintained the above views, although T did my host 
to explain the difficulties of the Persian Government, f 

think it unlikely that the promise mentioned was ever given by the Minister of 
‘olegraplis. 

The Mushir-ed-Dowleh thinks that the hands of the Persian Government would 
he strengthened if T had an audience with the Shah, Does this mevt with your 
Lordship's approval? In reply to a communication addressed by tho. instructions 
contained in your Lordship’s telegram No. 67 of the Sth instant, his Excelloney. is 


addr me a note in whieh assurances regarding the Seistan line and the Meslied— 
Kuchan line are given, 


(Sent to India and Meshed.) 











Mr. Townley to the Maryuess of Lansitowne.—(Received November V4.) 
(No. 86: Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 8, 1904. 

*" THAVE the tonour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of papers yhich, 
TL have reevived from a secret source, containing information about the present state of 
aMfuirs in Neji. : 

‘As your Lordship is aware, there has been much fighting recently in that 
rexion between [on Saoud and Ibn Reshid, who both claim the title of Emir. The 
Taticr lias recently heen assisted by Turkish troops, and for some time past there have 
Deen conflicting tumours as to which side was victorious 

Latterly 4 conviction has been gaining ground that thn Saoud has won the day, a 
surmise which is borne out by the accompanying documents, of the genuineness of 

i Lhave heen able to assure myself by ile corroborative evidence I have collected in 
various directions, 

Having lienrd rumours of a proposed movement of troops to the Yemen or Nejd, 
Tasked the Grand Vizier aud the Minister tor Foreign Affairs, whom I saw together on 
‘io Bed ivstant, whetlier they could give me any information ax to the real destination of 
the troops, which 1 understood were being seni from Aleppo and other places to Arabi 
1 as not at that moment in possession of the inclosed papers, but I gathered from their 
aomenbat lame answers that the projected expedition find some object which they were 
unwilling to communicate to me 

‘he accompanying copy. of a despatch from Colonel Maunsell, Military Attaché 
to His: Majesty's Binbassy, reporting information acquired at the War Department, 
shows that the troops were destined for Central Arabia, to avenge a defeat sulfereil by 
Thn Reshid and the Turkish troops at the hands of hn Saoud, ‘The Minister of War 
further told Colonel Maunsell that preparations for the dispateh of the expedition were 
iw suspented in consequence of a Totter having heen received from Thn Saoud, pre~ 
sumably the accompanying letter from his father to the Acting Vali of Bussorah, 

ing for pardon and tendering his submission, 

TU is possible alo that the Turkish Government may have been intluenced in 
coming to this decision by a report addressed ty them, as 1 am informed by His 
Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, by Aimed Ratib Pasta, Vali of the Hedjaz, in favour of 
Ibn Saoud, who is represented by his Excellency. as being of the dynasty of the old. 
Rulers uf Nejd, and that to take him into favour would do away for ever with distur- 
ances in that comitry, since the large majority of the people side with him, Whatever 
may he the reason of the change in the plans of the Turkish Government, 1 think that 
they are well advised to hesitate before sending « strong military expedition composed of 
troops quite unfitted for the purpose to the heart of Arabia against « foe who would have 
all the nactiral advantages of the country on his side, 

ie arms and ammunition to which allusion is made in Colonel Maunsell’s despatch 
are to be forwarded by the Austrian Lloyd steamer “ Calypso,” which has been chartered 
for the purpose by the Turkish Governnient. 

, Thave, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY, 
eS 
Inclosure 1 in No. 43. 
Fakhir Pasha, Acting Vali of Bussorah, to the Grand Vizier. 


October 8 (21), 1904, 

| REGRET to report that the rumours of Ibn Reshid’s retirement to Hail are 
confirmed by the inclosed letter from Abdurmbhmau-ibn-Poisal, father of Abdul Aziz- 
elSioud, addressed to me yih Koweit, and apparently written at Koweit for 
Abdurrahman. 


Inclosure. 


[hoard of your arrival at Bussorah as Acting Vali and of your loyalty, so T report 
the followin 

My family las of old licen known to be loyal to the State, and especial 
Comnuinder of the Paithful, Bur certain intiguing officials, egged on by the tyrant 


Tbn Reshid, bave calumniated us, As soon as I heard this, T telegraphed to the 
Palace and wrote to the Vali of Bussorah and the Commander of the Army Corps, and 
begged that a full account might be sent to the Sultan, Thn Reshid and his following 
deceived the Goyernment, and, contrary to all expectation, brought about the dispatch 
‘of troops, We refused at first to believe this, Subsequently, Ibn Reshid and the troops 
arrived near the village of Bekirié.* Seeing this, all the inhabitants of Nejd and Kasim 
united and prepared for war, so as to prevent Thn Reshid’s tyrannical murderous designs, 
Thn Reshid attacked them. My son Abdul Aziz being there with his followers prepared, 
retired from in front of the troops and urged the tribes to attack Ibn Reshid’s bur d. 
Herenpon thn Reshid, seeing himself hard pressed, fled to the troops, and in {hi 
ensting encounter was defeated and routed. ‘The soldiers lost 210 killed, and six suis 
fell info the hands of the people of Nojd, My sou Abdul Aziz ordered the people to 
eave them at the village of Rekirié (2). 
Thus this service procecded from our affection and loyalty to the State, Abdul 
iz-c!-Saoud constantly designed to communicate with the Commanders of the troops 
in_their desires, and to telegraph to the Palace, but Ibn Reshid sent out 
chend him, and seized all the letters and telegrams. After the eneounter, 
which was on the 20th Rebiel Akhir, 1822, we remained expectant, But thn Reshid 
would not yest, marched his following and the troops against the people of Kasim, and 
began to press them hard. 

On the 17th Rejeb, 19224 he was attacked, deteated, and routed, many of his 
following being killed, all his tents, stores, and other possessions taken, and it is unlikely 
that he will again make head. On this oceasion also my son Abdul Aziz and our 
relatives prevented the Moslem population of Nejd from molesting the troops, but as 
they folloned the same rond as that which Tbn Reshid had taken, they did wot’ rest in 
Kasim. 1am convinced that their departure is due to the machinations of Ibn Reshid, 
For ucither the Sovereign ior his Ministers would eyer allow their subjects to be 
harassed, 

T beg that our tender of loyalty may be accepted as heretofore, and that my 

ndition may be reported to His Majesty, 1 am ready to perform any service to, the 
State, and guaranteo on oath the security of the ronds and pilgrims, 1 beg that my 
submission may be accepted, and that we may not be left in despair, Despair makes 
en commit any crime, prayer, and bey that my gension, some months in 
be paid, The hig guns with the soliiers are now with the people of Nejd, 

‘Vhey remain in my son's possession, [await your orders, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 43. 
The Grand Visier to the Minister of the Interior 


October 17 (30), 1904, 
THE. measures respecting the dispateh of troops to Kasim against [bn Saond have 
been concerted in communication with Fuizi Pashia, ‘Phe following decisions have been 
sanctioned hy His Majesty : 


‘The dispatch of vight \attalions from the Gth Ordon, one cavalry regiment, four 
battalions from Medina, besides from Syria and Adana, eight battalions of the best trained 
Redifss, not to fall below G00 ench ; dispatch by the Abdul Kader of four battalions of 
Redifs from the said Ordou, and from it also the requisite guns, as well as four Maxim 
mitrailleuses from the Selimie barracks at Constantinople, together with munitions ; 
Jey and embarkation of te troops from Adana as soon as such steamer arrives there, 
sullicieney of munitions of war to be sent by a steamer to be chartered from the Tloyd 
Company, whic will call at Adana, where vighty mules capable of conveying stores. are 
to be prepared and embarked at Mersina; the troops and munitions to. disembark at 
Heyront, proceed to Syria, thence by Hedjaz Railway to Maau, thence to Acre (? Akaba), 
anil s0 by special steamer to Yambo, whence they will march vid Mecca and Medina to 
Kasim, 

‘The aforesaid has been communicated by the Minister of War, and the necessary 
‘onlers have been given in haste, and you are hereby instructed to take sch measures ih 

ordance as fall within the scope of your Ministry. : 


© Bl-Bukirih, letwesi Hai) and Boreideb, about hall-way.—(F, Ry Mauwanti) 
+ July 13, 1904. } September 





28 
Tnclosure 3 in No. 43. 


Liewtenant-Colonel Maunsell to Mr. Townley. 
(No. 68.) 
Si, Constantinople, November 8, 1904. 

1 HAVE the honour to report that recently plans have been drann up for sending 
reinforcements into Central Arabia to restore the prestige of the Turkish troops after 
the defeat by Ibn Saoud of thn Rashi’s forces whom they were assi 

Four battalions, two of Nizam and two of Redif, were ordered to be ready to start 
from Aleppo, eimibark at Alexandretta, thence to Damascus by Beyrout by the uew 
Hedjaz Railway to Maan by march route to Akubs, there embark for Yambo, whinee 
they could march to Medina and join the expeditionary force there for Kassim. Other 
troops were to be sent from Bagdad and Bussoraly towards the Nejd, but no orders were 
actually sent to the Gth Corps heud-quarters. 

Jaw the Minister of War to-day, who told me that preparations for sending troops 
Were now suspended, andl that probably no expedition would he sent, as Tbn Saoud had 
sont a letter to the Sultan asking pardon and tendering submission, so that the matter 
would be arranged ainicably. 


‘he troops of the 6th or Bagdad Corps are still armed with the old Martini rifle, 
how much worn, and practically the same weapon as possessed by Thn Saoud’s men, 

has now been decided to issue them the Mauser rille like the rest of the army, and 
for this purpose 40,000 sinall-bore Mausers and also six batteries of the newer pattern of 
7° contim, mountain guns, made in the arsenal here, have been packed up, and are 
ayaiting shipment by an early steamer for Bussorah, 

Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) F, R. MAUNSELL, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché 





No, dt, 


Mr. Townley to the Marguess of Lansitowne.— (Received Novewber 14.) 


(No, 863,) 
My Lord Constantinopite, November8, 1904: 
WUT reference to Sir Nicholas O'Conor’s despatch No. 616, Seervt, of the 
2sth Juris, relative to the Maw » the honour to trinswit horewith 
Copy aa despa received from Mr, Acting Consul Monalian reposti 
necondiiye B Sheikh Abdul Rabian hus 
udir of Wakes 
T have, &e 
ved) WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 44, 


Acting Consul Monahan to Mr. Townley, 
No. 3.) 
ir, Bussorah, October 18, 190% 
WIHT reference to the Enibassy despateh of the 7th ultimo, I have the Lonour 
to report that the Acting Vali has written to me that li ed @ letter from tho 
Mulcssurit of Nojd, dated 2nd (15th) ultimo, to the effect that the Kaimakam of Kate 
Aud communicated to Sheikh Abdul Raliman at Wakra the orders of the Tmperial 
Ottowun Government, 
the Acting Vali had stated to me in conversation that Sheikh Abdul Rahman lias 
now hen finally and definitely deprived of the position of Mudir, but that he will 
cuntivue to receive payment of the yearly salary or subsidy which he has for many 
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years receiveil from the Turkish Government as Sheikh of a tribe which is sometimes 
in the neighbourhood of Wakra. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) J. 1, MONATIAN, 





No. 45, 
India Office lo Foreign Office —( Received November 14.) 


Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the U 

Seoretary of State for Porvign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telezram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 11th instant, relative to Koweit affa 


India Office, November 12, 1901, 


Tnelosure in No, 49, 


Government of India 10 Mr. Brodrick, 


(Telegrap Ny AY November 11, 1904, 

KOWEIT, Information has been received from Captain ‘Trevor to the effect that 
letter from Bussorah hi Sheikh Mubarak, purporting to contain an 
invitation from Russian Consul at that place to Muburak 0 send men to meet him 
(the Consul), and declaring that the Porte are anxious to be reconciled with Sheikh, 
and that, provided that French and Russian Consuls are appointed ut Koweit, French 
and Russian Governments 1 to answer for the good faith of the Murks, 
‘he proposal does not appear to have met with encouragement from Mubarak. 





No. 46, 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdaune,—( Received November 14.) 


Tehran, November V4, 1904, 
introduction of Russian signallers 
mentioned in my telegram No, 129 of the 12th instant, the Minister of Telegraphs 
absolutely denies that he sanctioned them, and he has shown Mr. Churchill documents 
tending to confirm this denial. 
«Sent to India and Mestied.) 





No, 47, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Dufh 
(No. 70.) 
(Telegraphics) P, Foreign Office, November 14, 1904, 
YOU should inform the Mushir-od-Dowleh, with reference to your telegram 
No. 129 of the 12th instant, that if the Persian Government accept Russian signallers 
for the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, His Majesty's Government will demand an equal 
number of British signallers on the same line, 


‘The case does not appear to be one on account of which you should ask for an 
audience of the Shab. 





No. 48. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice.—( Received November 10.) 
THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undor- 


Secretary of State for Foreign Afairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
[1780] L 
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forwardg herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the oth November, relative to the attack on Major Douglas and 
Mr. Lorimer. 


ludia Office, Novenber 14, 1904, 


Inclasuri in Nu. 48, 
Mr. Brodrick to Gorernment of India. 


(Welographic.) P. 
TPACK oy Douglas anil Lorimer 5 
iis Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at ‘Tehran has been instructed to make repre- 
sontation to Persian Govornment, expressing the indignation of Fis Majesty's Govern 
montat the oconrrence, and stating that they hold Persisn Government responsible, 
and expect them to take stops with a view to putting an end to present state of affairs 
South-West Porsia, 


Grant Dufl’s action, as reported in his telegrams of the 2nd November, fins been 
approve. 


India Office, November 5, 190. 





No. 49. 
Inilia Office to Foreign Office (Received November 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stite for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
Secretary. of State for Foreign Affuirs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretaty of State, copy of felesrams to 
the Viceroy, dited the 9th November, and from the Vic dated the 12th November, 
relative to the Karun irrigation scheme, 

India Office, November V4, 1904 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 49, 


Mr. Brodrick to, Government of India, 
(Holegraphie.) P. 

KARUN irrigation scheme, 

Lord Lunsdowne is of opinion that the officer to be deputed should start for Persia at 
the earliest possible date, anid that he should report himself on arrival to Consul at 
Mobammerah and Viec-Consul at Ahwaz, and discuss with them the attitude which he is 
to take up in dealing with Persians. Should Lorimer be absent, assistance woul be 
rendered by Wilson, the agent of Messe ht address him; but i 
That cise he should confine himsell to saying that he hid been requested by the Governe 
tent of Tudiv, as he happened to be visiting Persia, to investigate the question of the 
Ahvwuz dam, and to ascertain whether Van Roggen's scheme is feasible, fe should uot 
mention to Wilson the proposed loan to the Persian Goverment. When the engineer 
ins srived in) Persia it is proposed that Embassy should inform the Persian Governinent, 
in confidetice, of his mission. 

Please tet me have w reply at the catliest possible date to iy telegram of the 

nd November, Survey’ on the scale of that which you seem to have in contemplation (see 

F tclegran of the Zid instant) does not appear to he consistent with the instruct 
indieated above, 


November 9, 1904 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 49. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 

(Polegraphie.) P. November 12, 1904, 
YOUR telegrams of the Std and 9th instante Karun irrigation sche 
In would he possible for experienced cusineer attr mere inspection to stat 

file chosen fon Weir is suitable fur the purpose, and whether the tract of eount 

vl lends itself to irrigation, Ourestinite allowed fortoush survey bein 

nithout this the officer ieputed would be vnible to report whether 
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shich would justify a more complete investization and execution; nor contd he say what 
area vould be commanded. Rough survey such as we contemplate wonld not indeed fit 
in wth Lord Lansdowne’s idea of a fortuitous visit but we consider that it would be far 
prefc ble for survey to be made should Sir A. Hardinge see no objection to it, 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No. 50. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 16.) 


THE Under-Seeretary of Slate for India presents bis complimey ts to, the Under 
Seon tary of State for Foreign Aflaits, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Rroilick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of the docnuients 
relative to the Arbitration, 

India Office, November 15, 1904, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 50, 
Colonel McMahon to Government of India, 


Camp Kohak, September 25, 1904. 

TN continuation of my telegram dated the Sth instant, I have the honour to 
fornard herewith a Memorandum on the Seistan water question, together with four 
draft Awards thereon, for your consideration, 


Memorandum on the Seistan Water Question. 


(Seeret anil Confidential.) 


1. The settlement of the water question between Porsin and Afghanistan in 
Scistan involves other questions of a purely political nature. Success in, the effective 


carrying out of any Arbitral Award that mit subject largely depends 

ie pressure which’ the Government of India may, from time to time, bring to 
hear on the Afghan Government, or cause to be brought to hear on the Persian 
Jovernment, to prevent the terms of that Award being ignored by cither side, 

2 Mis, therefore, necessary for the Arbitrator to refer the matter to. the Govern= 
ment of India, i that his Award may not commit tliat Government {0 future 

bilities greater than yay seem to then desirable or reasonable, 
facilitate @ proper understanding of the water problems which now await 

settlement, [ have briefly recapitulated below all the salient points in the past 
history of the Helmand River, the disputes which have arisen regarding it, and the 
results of our local inquiries andl observations, 

4. I also attach drafis of Awards liaseil on conclusions derived from the above. 
In framing them 1 have endeavoured in each to. meet the fair requirements of Persia 
and Mghanistan, but at the sime time to provide variations in the general scope of the 
Avyord, so ae to enable Government to select that which may appear to them the most 
suitable, 

Like all rivers when they reach a delta, the course of the Helmand, and its 
branches in Scistan, has been subject to considerable changes from enrliest times, as 
shown by the traces of numerous old river beds here and there visible throughout the 
country, Certain points in the earlier history of the 
will first deal with its history from the year of Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Arbitration 
C e 72, to the present day. 

evident, from the observations recorded by Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s 
Mission during their stay mn) careful local investigations now made, 
that in 1872 the Helmani er had only one important offslivot, ie,, the Rud-i-Seistan, 
‘Vhat ru or canal, as it show ld more correctly be termed, took off from the Helmand « 
the Bond-icKobak (also known-as the Rand-i-Scistan) which was situated at its present 
site, and thence followed practically the same course westwards as it does at the present 


twill be referred to later, 1 


History of the 
Helmand River 


horowith fen 
1872 to 1801. 
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7. ‘The main river, from the Band-i-Seistan northwards, followed its present course 
to near Shahgal, and, thence, the course of the present Nad Ali and Sikhs«r channel 
into the Naizar and Hamun, ‘hie Rud-i-Pariun did not exist, and the result of so 
large a volume of water following one chanel caused heavy annual inun lations 
of the large arca of country known as Warshufti,* comprising most of Miankangi and 
Kila-i-Kang tract 

8, In his Arbitral Award, Sir Frederick Goldsmid, as regards the Helmaud and 
water rights, laid down that :— 


“ (2) Anil the line of frontier from Kohak to the bills, south of the Seistan (lesert, 
should beso drawn vs to include within the Afghion limits all cultivation on boll: banks 
of the river from the band upwards... . . 
moreover, to be well understood that uo works are to be carried out on 
raleulated to interfere with the requisite supply of water for itrigation on both 
banks of the Leland,” 
In her appen! against this Award, Persin contended, inter alia, that Persian 

‘ti conld ot live without control of the Helmand up to Rudbar (vids despateb, 

1872, from the Persian Minister in London to Lord 
‘Le Seistan ne pout vivre qu'ayee ses fron elles de Rowlbar; en remont nt le 
[ilowible) ses rivers livent de manidre qu'il devient impossible de déiaurner le flenve de 
son litactnel, ba domination de Seistan doit done nécessairement le dominer ats 
Jiusqu’d Rout bar, té dit nord nous voulons Naizar et vers le sud 
test consorve le d jusqu’s Rondbar.” 

10, These objections, like all others raised by Persia and Atehanistay to the Award, 
were overruled on appeal by Her Majesty's: Secretary of State for Boreign Affirs, who. 
confirmed thy Award on the 7th March, 1573, and the Award was subsequently catified 
by hoth countries, 

M1, Afighinistan, does not appenr, in her appeal, to have raised any objection on 
the water question in particular, but, subsejuent to the confirmation of the Goldamid 
Avaril by the Sevrctary of State for Foreign Affairs, the Cabul Envoy, deputed to 


disenss the Goldsinid) Award with the Government of India, raised the question of th 
interpretation of clause 4 of that Award, He contended that this applied only to new 
works, and not to (1) canals already in existence and operation, and 1 old o 
disused canalyay might be put in proper reparr 

12, The Governnient of India, in referring this 
of State for Porsign Airs (despatch dated the 15th September, 1873), after potuting 
GUL Mat the Aniver desired to construct new, aud repair old, catals, leading (rom the 


m to Hor Majesty’s Secretary 


Helmand, in, onder to strengthen his. frontior and establish wn Muha Colony: at 

‘Parakin, wrote? “Lh our opinion, the clause reterred to in the Award cannot be under 

Atood as Applying either to existing canals or to such old aud distsed as the 

AMihin Government inay wish to pat in proper repair; nor Would it interfere with the 

excavation of new canals, provided the requisite supply of water for irrigation on th 

Persian side is wot diminished, If Her Majesty's Government concur in this view, we 

Would suggest thit ati explanation way be given which we cau eommunivate to the 

Amver,’” 

4, Hor Majesty's Secret State for Foreign Affairs accepted the above inter« 

pretation, and die Ameer was duly informed, ‘The above n should, therefore, be 

nsidered os ats intvsral portion oF (he Goldsmid Award. 
1A, No water disputes betweon Aighanistan and Persia are on record for many years 

after Si Broderick Goldsid’s Mission. Iu the meantime, the Helmayd showed an. 
reasing tendency to tid outleis to the west, and large portions of its volume 
pear to have found theft way westwards througis channels oF which 

were the Shelici-Shanshiti, a cbanuel now known as Shela-i-Lakshiakb, taki 

Bunj-ieAs, and another channel, Shela-i-J ehanabad, taking olf above Bur 

fatter drew off much water towards Jehanabad, and di 

Jands between that pluce and Jelalabad, whence 

Ashkint lands, into the Naizar and Hamun. 


* Warthutti is tho pata give ti 
injsotions sullen thr covee 
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bank of the Helmand, below Kohak, was then the present Shela-i-Charkh near 
Burj-i-As. 

1, The eseape westwards of so large a volume of the Helmand relieved much of 
the Warshufti 1s sive inundation, and hence we find this tract | 

nder cultivation. ‘The village of Deh Dost Mubawumad, with its 

e are ation, came into existence about 1883, and numerous other villages 
appeared in the Warshufti tract. 

16. Water disputes soon arose, and the Persian Government, in October 1883 
(despatch, dated the Ist October, 1883, from the Persian Foreign Minister to the 
Pritisli Minister, Tehran), complained that the Afghans liad diverted Ue Helmand into 
Afglin territory by constructing the Band-isShamshiri, ‘They were unable, when asked, 
to defive the position of this band, and Dr, Bellew (who had accompanied the Golsmnid 

) was also unable to say where it was, Fs 

17. As the Afghan Boundary: Commission soon afterwards visited Seistan, in 1884, 
Dolonel West Ridgeway was instructed to inquire into 
is 1 (vide Tetter dated the Gil Novemiier, 1884) 
to define the position of the band, and expressed his inability to identify the point at 
shich the Goldsmid boundary leaves the Helmand, and could not, therefore, state 
whether the Rand-i-Shamshiri was situated aboye or below that point, or, consequently, 
whether the Afghans were cntitled at the site of that band to the whole water of the 

Helmand. i 

18, He urged the necessity of an officer being at once deputed with authority 
to examine and survey the co nud, by determining the position of the Goldsmid 
line, settle these and otlier questions in’ dispute, After some correspondence between 
the Government of India, the British Government, and Persia, the matter seems to have 
boen dropped, sn 

19. From careful local inquiries we have ascertained that the Band-i-Shamshiri 
referred fo was constructed across the then mouth of the Shela-i-Shamshiri,® which then 
took off from tle main river at a point hetween Deh ‘faust and the present village of 
Deh Lalla, It was constructed to prevent the Slamshini draving off too large a volume 
of the river, and to thus feed the Sikhsar and other Afghan channels, It was first 
constructed about 1883, and was maintained until 1805, ‘The chiangos in the river 
caused by the flood if 1806 rendered it no longer necessary. 

20, Tn 1885 an unusually large flood came down the Helmand, which turned the 
Sholi-i-Dakshakh into the niain river, ang reduced the Sikhsar (hitherto the main 
chainel) to a sinall strean\ — which, however, continued to be recognized as the boundary, 
under the name of Shein-i-Sim_( Bouudary Stream" 

21. When Colonel Yate visited Seistan in the spring of 1804 the Lakshakh ehauiel 
was still the main channel of the Helmand, but the Shola-iJehanabadt— which, when 
he crossed, was half-way between Milak and Deh Sayad— way but little smaller than the 
Lakshakh, hese two channels, as before deseribed, escaped on to the “ashkin” Id, 
and thence into the Haman, In short, from between Jelalabad and Jehanabad thers 
two clnnels followed northwards what now forms the northern portion of the Rudi 

Pariun, 

#2, In 1893 one of those very important changes occurred to which the Helmand 
River is subject. ‘The Helmand, in the heavy flood of that year, burst through the 
protection embankment § on the left bank, between Shabgul and Milak, and cut out for 
itself a now maine channel now known as the Rud-i-Pacinu, which from that tine onvards 
hias taken the main yolume of the whole river due northwards, between Jelalabad and 
Jehanabad, and through the *ashkin” lands to the Hamun, 

8. Owing to the above changes in the river it became necessary, in the autumn of 
1896, to take measures for keeping up the supply in the Nad Ali channel, aud the 
Persians and Afghans mutually decided to co-operate to build a band across the Pai 
About three-quarters of a mile below the bifurcation « hard bed was found in the Pariun, 
‘This was chosen as the site of the hand, but as it was about three-quarters of a mile helow 
the Vifureation it was thought necessiry to dig a leading cut to the Nad Ali chainel, 
Although the band was built in concert cach party dug his own feeding cut, dropping it 
into the Nad Ali channel near Deli Khoja, above the Shelai-Jehianabad, 

* The southern portion of thiy channel is now better kaown ag the Des Dost Muhammad Canal wide 
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24, This arrangement was continued in 18 
‘on another ent aboye the Pariun band. The Pers 
territory, and the Afghan gangs were removed to Afghan territory, and the present 
Alglian cut (Ju-i-Afuhan) was made from the tiver to the Nad Ali channel, to the south 
and up-stream of the bifarcation, ‘They also built a band at its head, called the Bi 
Sliahgul, which has heen made each year since then, except in 1903, when the 
that went down the Nad Ali chanel was ample and no band vas required 
Persians began to build a Pariun band, but did not complete it, aud never built it azain 
until 1901, 
‘Whe Governors of Persian and Afshan Seistan scem to have settled amicably 

y water disputes that arose from time to time, and no dispntes of importance srose 
bil 1601, when the Persians extended one of their canals from the Rud-i-Pariun, past 
Takhii-Shah, into the Naiar, and the Afghans eut a small canal to take off the 
Sikhsar water from near Deh Gul Shah to the west 

26, Ibis probable tliat these disputes, like previous on 

settled by the local Governors, but outside influences, whi 

stan, provented this, A Tussian Consul had now come to Seistan, and he seized the 
opportunity Lo embitter the mutual relations existing hetween the countries, ‘This and 
other subsequent water disputes, themselves of a trifling nature, were made to assume 
fictitious importance, until all hope of local settlement lapsed. 

7. 'Yhe Afghan Government deputed Musa Khan, of Herat, to stan, to mect a 
Persian Representative and settle up boundary and water disputes. Musa Khan arrived 
AD RolsUenati MovorNeh T6OLsTantl the: Pentan sprerentstivo; ake) YanilisEN Fim, 
arrived in May 1902, 

25 The Russian Consul, M. Miller, incited both sides against the other, as admitted 
freely to me by both, in the lope that when things reached a crisis his interve:stion 
woul ho called for, 

20, Whe Yamin-i-Nizam declined to mect the Afghan Representative, and the 

joyernor of Chakansur, Akbundzida Fakir Muhammad Khan, abandoning: all hops of 
amicable settlement, oecupied Deh Dost Muhammad, in Miankangi, on the 6th July, 
1002. Porsin way reminded by the British Government of her obligations under 


, but in 1898 the Afghans began work 
objected to this as being in their 


, would have been mutually 
h had by that time reached 


Article VI of the Treaty of 1857, and on the 24th July, 1902, the Persian Government 


asked for British intervention, ‘His Highness the Ameer agreed to a settlement of 
Scistan disputes by British arbitrition, aid an Arbitrator vas duly appointed. Persia, 
in necopting arbitration, laid down as @ condition thereof iat both the Arbitral Award 
‘and the final decision of His Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs shoulil be 
in accordance with the terms of the Goldsmid Award, 

30, In the meantime, owing to long-continued drought. in the catchment area of 
the Helmand, the river during 1902 was of abnormally small volumes and scarcity of 
water in Scistan, occurring: just at the time when mutual relations wore strained, led to 
irrigation works being carried out on oth sides to injure each other 

31, In view of the importance which was attached by the Per: 
the trivial incidents of this. period, it is perhaps necessary’ to dese 
some detail, 

32, About the beginning of August 1902, the Helmand fell so low that the whole 
river way absorbed by the canal at Rudbar, and none found its way down the main bed 
heyond the Rudbar band, Such a thing had never been known betore.® ‘Whe dry river 
bed presented a most unusual appearance, and Major Benn, on visiting it, reported that 
the summer wind had banked up high sand-bills across the bed, and made it difficult to 
distinguish it from the surrounding country, 

5h, Such was the state of affairs until the 22nd September, when a flood down the 
Helmand reached the Band-i-Seistan, This, by the accumulation of sand on it, had 
become so staunch that it diverted the whole river into the Rud-i-Seistan, and no water 


an Government to 
ibe what occurred in 


‘Afghan into the Nad Ali channel, and for many days 
the band into the Rud-i-Pariun, 


ands, when made in the ordinary way, allow half the volume of a 
river oF canal to percolate through them, Percolation can be further restricted to any 
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extent by strengthening the bands with earth, Bands are made to divert water inito, 2 

{mall channel, such as the Nabr-i-Sultani, &e,, and do not, of course, turn off half the 

hole stream, as the amount they can divert is naturally limited to the capacity of the 

which takes off at that point. 

“The Afehans now demanded that, in aecordance with custom, the Bandsi-Seistan 

should not be allowed to divert more than half the voluine of the Helmand into the 

Tud-iScistan, but the Persians refused, At the same time, the Persians demanded 

that the Shaligal band should only divert half the volume of that tiver at that place 

into the Nad Ali channel, ‘This the Afghans refused, and, owing to the ill-feeling 
isting between them, both sides began a series of retalintory works. 

ighans opened out an old entting from the Helmand, at a point about 

miles above the Band-i-Seistan, to feed te important Jaroki Canal, which had been 

hitherto taken off about 5 miles below the Band-tSeistan, This cut is now known as 

the Nabr-i-Sultani 

37. The Persians, in retaliation, turned ont a gang of some thousand armed 
labourers, and hastily excavated a iow channel called the Naobar-i-Puza Jang Jab, to 
outfionk the Shaligil band and turn the river into the Rudi-Pariun. ‘The Afghans, in 
their turn, threatened to band the river above the Naobar-i-Puza Jang Jali andl turn the 
water into the Jaroki, 

38, The Naliri-Sultani and Naobar-i-Puza Jang Jah were each finished 
month: Dut before they could be made use of, and before further acts. of retaliation 
Could be carried out, an unusually early winter flood came down the Helmand, 
‘hich, carly in December, completely demolished the Band-i-Seistan, the Shagul band, 
find tle new bands at the months of the Nabr-i-Sultani and Naobar-i-Puza Jang Jal, 
1: filled the Rud-i-Seistan, the Rud-ieParin, and the Nad Ali channels, and re-established 
the normal water conditions of Seistan, ‘ 

39. During the course of the above disputes, the Persian officials in Seistan repre 
sented (0 His Britannic Majesty's Consul in Sistan that the restrictions Inid down, as 
Texans nex iergation works ih the Goldsnii’s Award, pial to the whole couse of 
the Helmand River up to its souree. The Government of India, on being referred to by 
Major Team, replied (their (elegram dated the 25th August, 1002) thal Goldanid’s 
remarks cannot he held to apply to any part of the Helmand other than that. with 
which he was dealing, viz., the part which forms the boundary,” 

40, Normal conditions as regards water obtained thronghout the country, except 

tie Hamun area, on the arrival of this Mission in Soistan at the beginning of 
Febroary 1908, A high river in the spring of 1908 refilled the Hamun area, which 
had completely dried up in 1902, a thing hitherto unknown in Seistan, and brought it to 

s vormal height, 

11, The Band-i-Seistan was reconstructed ax usual in the autumn of 1903, but 
no necissity was found for reconstructing the Shahgul band, as the Nad Ali channel 
vas drawing a sufficient volume of water, No water disputes occurred during 1908, 

© Afhans completed the Nabr-i-Sultani, and so far developed it as to irrigate, by it, 
the wliole cultivated tract on the right bank of the river between the Bandsi-Seisian and 
the Shela-i-Charkb, 

12. [ strongly advised the Persians to close the Naobar-i-Puza Jang Jah as likely 
to divert the whole Helmand into it, to their ovn injury. It was, therefore, closed by, 
‘substantial bands, 

13, In 1904 the Helmand was not so high as the preceding year. ‘The Afghans 
reconstructed, in July, the Shahgul band, and made a band also across the Helmand at 
‘he mouth of the Nahr-i-Sultani, 

“4. No disputes worth mentioning regarding water arose during the year between 
Persians and Afghans, but alarming reports were. brought through Russian ageney to 
the notice of the Persinn Government regarding the band at the Nahi-ieSultani, ‘The 
Persian Commissioner was instructed to present to me a formal protest. In doing #0, 
he sail the Afghans had no right to make any bands above (he Band-i-Kohak, 1 was 
able to point out that the Nahr-ieSultani, even with its band, yas only then drawing 
one-Hnndredth part of the Helmand, and that the band therefore vas notin contradiction 
to the terms of the Goldsmid Award. 

45, Unless @ British officer had been on the spot in. this ease to give a definite 
opinion as to the actual facts, I have no doubt that a great deal of fuss would have been 
made, leading to much correspondence and misunderstanding. If any proof is necessary 
to show that the Nahr-i-Sultani band was not depriving Persian Seistan of her requisite 
supply of water, I may here note that, at the time of their protest, the Persians had not 
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hegun their snnual reconstruction of the Band-iKohak. ‘This was not began uniil the 
Int September, an unusually late date, 

4G, Teome ow to the results of the observations and measurements made by this 

Mission iu the matter of Seistan waterand land, ‘The measurements of he volume of 

nil, and its branches, made during 1903 and 1904, show that the relative 

fairly constant, the effect o Band-i-Seistan being to secure for the 

‘istan very nearly half the water of the Helmand at the band during the earlier 

and wiore important part of the soising time of spring erops, when the river is slowl 

sing from its minimum. When the winter floods carry away the band, the Rud-i- 

Seistan and the Nad Ali channel draw nich the same proportion of the supply, varying 

from one-tenth to onesGfih of the whole volume, the balance going down the main, or 

Pariun, stream. In very high flood the Nad Ali channel draws more than the Rud-i- 
Seistan, 

#7, During the flood season there is generally too much water everynlicre, and 
lucstions of water division do not arise, Tt will suffice, thorwfure, for the purpose of 
this inguiry, to deal oily with (he river during the eritical tine of the year, when the 
river is Jos, and when Water is wanted for the sowing of the spring crops. Tn 
Selstan this ytiod extonls rom the 2st September to the 2st March (ee pragraph 68 
below). 

‘Any division of water arrived at on thie basis of spring erop cultivation would apply 
equally to autumn erop cultivation in abnorwal summers, when a low river way make 
the correct distribution of water & matter of importance, 

48, IU has been ascertajued from observations made that, in normal years, throughout 
that season of the year (during sowing of the spring crops), the average volume of the 
Helmand at Band-i-Kamal Khan is 4,200 eusees, 

Phe following statement of the ten-day averages of the Helmand volume, in a 
normal your, will show how this figure is arrived at -— 
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49. During the above period the average volume taken off by Afghan canals 
between Bandar-iKamal Khan and Kohak, including the Nalr-iSultani, is about 
294 cusues, as follows 


wu may cause content in # statement of normal volumes, but in must be remembered 
that w beasy sudden rise alvays takes place from, or aluat, the middle of March, 


sees 
Bg the Mirabad® can a q 7 
Dak-iedila =e 36 
Kilai-Fath is P ad 
Deh Dost Muhammad canal 7 a oat 
Mirak canal... aT 
Kliwabgah canal 1 2 
Sultani canal : 106 


foal ce ee 204 


50, The water which passes down the river below Bandar-i-Kamal Khan at this 
season is thus appropriate 


1. To the Afghans: 
By canals above Band-i-Sciatan as above 
Nai Ali channel. 


Tol 4. 


By the Rudsi 
‘canals from the T?-i-Pariun 
y Ned Ali channel 


Toul s,s 


5, Flows through the Rudsi-Pariun into the Haman 


We thus see that, from Bandar-i-Kamal Khan downwards (othe Bande 
Scistan, the Afghans take off only Jyths of the whole river above the Baiid-iSeistan, 
and an equal anjount below it; whereas the Persians at, or below, the Bandsi-Seistan 
take off yyjths of the whole volume of the Helmand which passes Bandar-Kamal Khan, 
and that the Persians are only able to utilize y§yths of the water which goos down the 
Pariun, the remainder flowing on into the Hamun 

5], As regards the Helmand from Bandar-icKamal Khan upwards to Rudbar, we 
find that there are the following Afishan canals (not included in the above: calculations), 
whose volumes during the spring erop season, are recorded below s— 


uses, 
Rudbar canal 4 26 
Chahar Burjak Q ‘ 
Bandari-Kamal Khan, of ean 
4 ne eae 


Tal, 


‘The Rudbar canal actually takes off at Polalak, the Chahar Burjak eanal at Pura 
Mashi, and the two Bondari-Kamal Khan canals opposite Chabar Burjak, 1 is 
important to note that the Chahar Burjak and the Bandar-i-Kamal Khaw old canals are 
th capable of very large future extension, which would irrigate lands below Kila-i-Fath 
‘and in Tarakun respectively. The Afghans are not likely to be able, by themselves, to 
effect anything like the full amount of possible extension ; but even with tlieit present 
methiols, they could draw off a very appreciable portion of the volume. of the 
Helmand at the time of low river, thereby largely aflecting the volume available below 
Bandar-i-Kamal Khan, 

If we consider the whole amount of water token by Persians and Afghans respee- 
tively, in the spring erop season, from Rudbar downwards, we find that the volume of 
the ‘Helmand (caleulated at the head of the Rudbar canal nt Pullak) i appropriated as 
follows :— 

By Afghans 

Flows unused into the Hamu 


, Although the Persians use this large proportion of tlie volume of the Helmand, 
it must not be supposed for a moment that they really require so much water for theit 
cultivation, A large portion is wasted} owing to thelr careless system of irrigation, and, 


sails wbough shown ithe et, actually take off ali Banar-Kamal Khan ot Kali 
nal hut, 


Along fallonlans das mvel Injury by causing wc lands Wo get salt, 11, oroover, 
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as will endeavour to prove, a considerably smaller supply of water would amply suffice 
for their actual requirements, 

58. Our measurements and observations have clearly proved that the average 
“duty” of water in Persian Seistan—or, in other words, the amount of land irrigated by 
a fixed quantity of water—amounts, during the season of spring crops, to 58 acres of 
land to 1 cusec of water. 

54, The average spring erop duty of the four big Punjab perennial canals for 1901— 
1902 works out at 173 acres of land fo 1 cusec of water. Applying the Punjab seale to 
Persian Sefstan, the 141,000 acres (the normal area) of spring crop cultivation would 
require only about $15 cusees, i, less than one-fifth of the volume of the Helmand at 
Bandar-i-Kamal Khan (4,200 cusees). 

55, Tt should he remembered, alzo, that not only does the cool, fine soil of Seistan 
require less water than Punjab soil, but the cold Scistan winter, with its showers of rain 
and occasional snowfall, would enable Seistan to do with less surface watering than 
would be the case inthe Punjab at that season, ‘The “duty” ought, therefore, to be 
‘greater than in the Punjab. 

5G, Ibis, therefore, reasonable to state that Persian Seistan could amply irrigate 
considerably ‘more than its present area of cultivation with one-fifth only of 
the volume of the Helmand at Bandar-i-Kamal Khan, if husbanded and distributed 
with but ordinary core, One-third of the Helmand, ive, 1,400 cusces, would similarly 
suffice for the irrigation of no less than 242,000 acres. 

57, The normal area of spring crop cultivation in Persian Seistan is nowadays 
141,000 acres, and admits of large extension, ‘The present cultivated area of Afzhan 
Seistan is only some 22,700 acres. The area capable of irrigation and cultivation on 
the right bank of the Helmand is, however, about equal to that in Persian Seistan, 
vast area of land, on tivated but now deserted, in the 
is, moreover, capable of irrigation and cultivation from the Helmand by the construct 
of irrigation works of no very great magnitude. Much of this tract is situated in 
Persian territory, 

48, The period of sowing for spring crops in Scistan is an unusually long one. 
It may be said to extend from the autumn equinox, on the 21st September, to the 
spring equinox, on the 21st March, i, the Naoroz. ‘the Helmand during this period 
is recovering from its annual minimum by a steady gradual rise in volume from the 
heginning of September to Christmas, From Christmas to Naoroz the river inereaser 
by rapid. rises to a very large volume, After the 21st March, watering of the lat 
spring crops and sowing of autumn crops continue simultaneously, without dot 
to cach other. ‘The unusually long period of sowing in Seistan is a fact to be 
arofully remembered, In this. Report this sowing period is called the “spring crop 
season. 

59, ‘The Helmand reaches its maximum annual volume about the end of April, and 
is reduced to its annual minimum by about the end of August. 

0, ‘The Band-i-Seistan is constructed annually towards the end of August. ‘The 
Shahgul band is reconstructed, as a rule, a little earlier than this, In normal years 
both hands are widely breached by the 1 ver about Christmas time, and’ then 
eease to serve their orizinal purpose, All the various canals leading from the Helmand, 
Hoth those wbove'and those below Bandar-icKamal Khan, occasionally necessitate bands 
‘across a portion, or even the whole channel, of the Helmand. There is no fixed custom: 
about the time for constructing them, ‘They are only constructed when required or 
when feasible, and ate never constructed on the large seale of the Band-i-Seistan and 
Shahgul baud. 

G1. A few remarks are necessary regarding the future possibilities in Persian and 
Afghan Seistan respectively of large extension of cultivation, as preceding remarks 
apply. chielly to such moderate extensions as can be carried out from existing 
irrigation works. ‘The simplest method of arriving at a fair understanding of this point 
is to take the gross areas of land in each country, whieh are, roughly, as follows 
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Grand total 


Afghan exceeds Persian land in the proportion of 1 to 33 but when the propor- 
tionately larger area of uncommandable dasht and sand-hills in Afghan territory is taken 
into consideration, we find that the total culturable areas in Afghan anil Persian 
Seistan may be treated as approximately equal, 

In one portion of the above, viz, the ‘Narakun and Hauzdar tract, the Afghan area 
is double that cf the Persian, but the Persian share eonsists of superior land which has 
been, in old times, richly cultivated, whereas the bulk of the Afighan share has never 
een cultivated in the past. It is, however, nearer the head of the water supply. 

‘Taking. the above fuets into consideration, and allowing for the superior claims of 
present cultivation to water, the following rough division of water would very fairly meet 
all possible future requirements :— 








One-third of the Helmand to Afghan territory on the right bank below Bandarsi 
Kamal Khan, 

One-third of the Helmand to Persian territory on the left bank below Band-i- 
jeistan, 

One-third of the Helmand to the Tarakun and Hauzdar tracts in the proportion of 
half to each, 





‘This arrangement would thus g 
the other half to Afghanistan, 

62, The above remarks eal with the history of the Helmand from 1872 and. its 
present, conditions only. 'l'o obtain the necessary data on which to base any reliable 
conclusions as to what the river is |i and the consequences, 
thereof, it is necessary to extend certain inquiries further back than 1872, 

63. ‘These ghow ‘us, in the first place, that the river from time immemorial, has 
been subject to sudden and important changes of its course, Like all silt-Inden streams 
in a deltaic region, the courses of its main channel and branches run along the tops of 
ridges, the heizht of which is ever increasing, and from which the ground slopes 
oxnwards on either side. It takes butlittle to divert the stream to either side, and we 
find that the main bed of the Helmand after entering its delta, hus flowed from time to 
ti different directions. 

‘4. What it has done in the past i will do aga 


and we now already know of several points wh 
Helmand 





‘e one-half of the whole Helmand to Persia and 









































n in the future niless controlled, 
‘atany day during the flood time, the 
ther through some ill-advised impediment or outlet, or through navural 
causes, might divert itself into a totally different channel. It will suffice to point out 
the principal places where this might happen, and where past warnings indieato that this 
ely to happen. is 
(1°) Bandar-i-Kamal Khan, In the flood of 1885 « large portion of the Helmand 
entered the Goul-i-Zirreh from here by an old Helmand bed. {t may easily do so 
again, and revert entirely to its old bed, 
) From the end of the cliffs, which confine the Helmand on the ri 
‘ath to the Band-i-Seistan, there are many places where th river has only to 
t through a low natural ridge of alluvial soil to escape into the large low-lying tracts 
which extend to and beyond Sar-o-tar and Amiran. Big floods have on several 
occasions passed over this ridge, but, so far in modern times, have ever seriously 


sete it, In former times the river once went down to that tract, and may do so 






























) Near Shahgul, where the Helmand in 1903 broke the provecti 
igul, wher: protection embank- 
ments, and a large portion of the river found its way through Khadang, ‘his might 


Bale fea the main channel, and leave both the Nad Ali channel and the Rudi 
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(4.) The gradual rise of the level* of the Rud-i-Seistan above the bed of the 
Helmand justifies the supposition that some day no band which the Persians will be 
capable of making will draw water into that canal 

65. Our inquiries beyond 1872, secondly, establish the fact that, in the past 
seventy-five yearst—i.e,, 1830 to 1904—there have been two years of abnormal floods 
(1830 and 1885), several years of great floods, very many years of normal flood, and 
only three years of abnormally low river, when no water at all for a short period in the 
summer reached the Band-i-Kohak, viz.) 1838, 1871, and 1902, ‘The last one was the 
worst of the three. Curiously enouzh in no one of these three years was the subse- 
quent sowing season of spring crops injuriously affected, or did the spring erups, on whiieb 
the welfare of Seistan depends, suffer. 

66, Tn only three years out of the past thirty-five was water deficientS at winter 
time for spring crop sowing, viz,, 1877, 1873, and 1880. ‘This is a fact which must be 
carefully kept in mind in dealing with the Seistan water question. 

67, Seistan suffers, therefore, more from excess of water than deficiency thereof, 
For euch one of the above three years of deficiency, there have been very many in 
which crops have suffered largely from floods, not only owing to direct inundation from 
the rivers, but from the Hamun itself rising’ and overflowing the protection embank: 
ments, on which alone a large area of Persian Seistan depends for sxfely from 
inundation, In the two years of abnormal flood in 1830 and 1-89, not only all crops, 
but also all the buried stores of grain from previous harvests were destroyed, 

68, In the foregoing remarks it has been necessa 
In ease these may have obscured any of the more important salient points, it is 
advisable, even at the risk of a little repetition, to summarize the principal facts 
and data, 

69, ‘Phe data and axioms available for the solution of this problem may be brietly 
defined as follow 

(1,) No definite disputes can be specifically stated as now requiring individual 
settlement. ‘The water question is one of broad principle 

(2) ‘The Persian Government vaguely claim that the Afghans have no right to 
erect bands above the Band-iScistan, as) these must diminish the present yolume of 
water at that place, 


(1,) he present arbitration is restricted by the condition that the Award must be 

dance with the terms of the Goldsmid Award, 

(5,) That Award, and the interpretation thereot, as ruled hy the Secretary of State 
for Vorcign Ativiny in 1873, which now forms an integral portion of it, are stated in 
paragraphs 8 to 13,ahov 

(G.) The only thing that appenrs absolutely necessary to be now done is to define 
the term * water requisite for irrization on both banks of the Helmand, 

Ii ix reasonable to assume that by irrigat ant not only present 
irrigation, but possible Inture extension of irrigation and cultivation on both ba 

nate the requisite supply of water, we must first calculate the culturable 

tveas for which it is required on euch bank. It is impossible to get an accurate 

estimate if we restrict our calcul to only lands on both banks below Bandsi- 

Seistan, the point where the Helmand now happens to reach Persian territory, An 

ABCUFICG GALiDNtO Huge fuelude all Afghen and Porsian lands in, Selatan, aid Seistan 


* 1 dist leo be remembered that the constenetion of the Hand-i-Seistan, year after year, haw caused a 
Hatural Lar (a for uerdss the river, ana vit this bat tho band. i= tow wad’, “The lar is several feet above 
tHio natural lovel of the river bed love oF below this point. Failure to erect the band any y 

ean, wise the river to scour through this bar, and the task of shaking a band there might 


five years, of which we have more detailed information, work out as 
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may be defined as the tract comprising the whole Helmand delta—i.., lands on both 
banks of the Helmand from Bandar-icKamal Khan downwards, inelnding the Tarakun 

and Hauzdar tract. ; 

(9.) The requisite supply of water, when estimated, cannot safely be expressed in 

terms of the yolumie of the Helmand at Band-i-Scistan, because the Afghans, by irriga- 
ion works above that point, ean divert more and more of the river, and thus very 

seriously 

shows that the river has alw 

coil 


Kohak. 

Any division of the Helmand water representing the “ requisite supply ” should, 
therefore, be expressed in terms of the volume of the river above the point where water 
is first diverted to irrigate Seistan lands, ‘This pomt, at present, has been fixed at 
Bandai-i-Kamal Khan, z 

‘An Award, 10 be of really permanent value, should! provide for the eoutingeney of 

\t being moved further up the river. 

(10.) The question of water for irrigation may be said, in Seistan, to need considera. 
tion only during the season for spring crops (vide paragraph 8 above), viz, the 
2st Soptember to List March, when the river is low, During the rest of the year, 
except in very low and abnormal years, Seistan suffers from excess, ant not defteieney, 
of water, In such abnormal years, any division of water based on requirements of spring 
crop cultivation would fully meet the ease of autumn crop reqnirements (vide paragraph 47 
above 

(11) At present, during the season for spring crops, the Persians take off 

nd the Afghans only \f,ths, of the whole Helmand,* OF the Jatter amount 
s take off one-half (juts) between Bundari-Kamal Khan and Bandsi- 
Scistyn (Koliak), and the other half below the Band-i-Seistan, 

(12) The Versians waste « large portion of the water they take off: Ib has heen 
ascertained that oncefifth of the water of the Helmand (as measured ut Bandar-i+Kamal 
Kian) would, with, proper care, amply suffice to irrigate more than their present area 
of annual cultivation during the season for spring crops (vide paragraphs 51 to 06 
above: 

15.) Taking into consideration future possible extensions of cultivation in Seistan, 
it has been ascertained that the following, divisi elmand would meet the 
requiremonts of all culturable tracts in Persian wid Afghan Seistan:— 


One-third to Afghan territory on the right bank of the Helmand ; 

One-third to the present inhabited area of Persian Seistan—ije, the tracts 
irrigated from and below the Band-isSeistan (Kohak) ; 

One-third to Hie Tarakun and Hauzdar tract jointly owned by Persitt and 
Afghanistan. 


1 other words, the Persian and Afghan share of the Helmand might fairly be fixed 
at one:hialf of the whole volume for each 

(14) Under th 
mutual or amieable 
future i i igation experience 
be ap) cinted us a permanent referee, who can give a definite opinion in each case of 
dispute, He need not necessarily have any, executive authority, as it would suflice for 
him t give an opinion in each ease, and, when necossiry, take the requisite steps to 
have the facts of any ease brought to the notice of the ment concerned, He 
would, in short, bea permanent Arbitrator on water questions: 

(15) If any definition of Persian right to water is made in the Award in favour 
of Persia which in any way restricts the general rights to the Hehnand, which 
geographical position lias otherwise given Alghunistan, it follows that Persia 1s not 
heces-arily entitled to alienate rights thus given to her without Afihan consent, 

Finally, in framing any water Award, the fact must Ue kept carefully in mind 
that, if itis to liave apy chance of future snecess, the definition of water rights and 
division of water must be worded in terms which both Afghans and Persians understand, 
and whieh involve no new or complicated methos of caleulation or distribution, ‘The 
complicated systems uf divicion so. easil: out by a skilled irrigation sta el 

‘ire uot at present applicable w Seistan, Division of shares stited in terms of 


* As weasorad nt HandarscRainal Khaw, paragraphs 48 and 50 above, 


firso, M 
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+ form of water 
\ward, 
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A glance at the statement 
will show the difficulty of this. 
ns and Persians of Seistan do. however, thorouzhly understani! division 
of water in terms of shares of the total volume of a stream. In their system of bands 
anil eauinls they have a very shrewil instinctive knowledge of the proportion of water 
any channel takes off from the main stream, and of how to alter that proportion, 

70, Itnow oly remaivs to consider the form of Arbitral Award most suited to 
meet the requirements of the case. ‘This, apart from other reasons, is a matter of 
extraordinary difficulty, owing to the attitude of the eonntries concerned. Neither are, 
themselves, fully awake to the dangers which threaten the question of water-supply in 
Scistan, 

71, The local Persians are stolidly indifferent on the subject, as they do not look 
beyond existing conditions, and tie view of Persian officialilom, if left’ to themselves, 
is probably very accurately defined in the Shah's own words: “The water has come and 
the matter is finished” (ride despatch from Sir A. Hardinge, Tehran, to the Marquess 
of Lansdowire, No, 180, dated the 29th December, 1902, and inclosures}. ‘The Russians, 
however, have left nothing undone thoroughly to alarm te Persian Goverument on 
this subject, and hence the desire of the Persian Government, as expressed through 
their Persian Commissioner, to get their future water rights clearly and definitely sai 
guorded in my Award, The Russians will andoubtediy continue to alarm the Persian 
Government in the future, iy Award tha 


signs ‘are 
by interfering with thetr present water-supply 
fo imuderstand how their attempt to do so may endanger their own supply. 

7, vo forms of Award present themselves: one which merely reiterates € 
Goldsmnid Award, with such definitions as may appear necessary, and which leaves 
mutters practically in their present condition; another which boldly: attempts to tackle 
the real difficulties of the question, and, while pointing out future dangers, does its best 
(o provide for th 

‘he is only likely to prove of'a temporary nature ; the latter may have some 

permanent duration, Which are we to choose 

isting conditions only are to be considered, then one-third of the Helmand 
sullices for present Persian Seistan If fiture vontingencies are to be provided: for, we 
must allow for the reeultivation of the Tarakim and Hauzdar tracts. If the Afghans 
irrigate ‘Tarakun, the Persians will undoubtedly claim water for the Hauzdar tract, 
One-third of the Helmand has been shown suflicient for both these tracts, By giving. 
Oneslialf of that to entitled to one-third plus one-sixth = on 
hall of the whole rive 

‘the simplest solution of the whole water problem would appear to he to detine 
forthwith the Por: it to one-half of the whole Helmand at the point where it 
enters Seistan, The decision of this question depends largely on political aspects of 
of the case, In reward to these the Government of India, on whom the task of orcing: 
the Award will chiefly full, are the best judges. 


Draft Awards, 


45, Tattach fone drafts of Water Award for consideration, Each consists of two 
parts, i, preliminary remarks, and the Award itself. Each draft in succession exceeds 
the previous one in general seo 

7, Draft (4). ‘Phe preliminary remarks of this draft form the bases of those in 
all the other drafts, Paragraphs 1 to 7 are common to all four drafts 
framed to deal with present: conditions only, and does not specifically provide for various 
ture contingencies, “AIL the five Articles of this Ayard are common to the other 
iratts, 

It does little niore than adil the Secretary of State's ruling of 1873 to Sir Frederick 
Goldsmid’s Award, It leaves things otherwise much as they are at present, but provides 
for future disputes by: the appointment of a permanent arbitrator 

7. Draft (B)— ‘this goes further, and defines the amount of water requisite for 

ersian requirements, based, however, oly: on the present inhabited portion of Persian 
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ill further, and provides for the possible future irrigation 
racts. The right of Persia to a requisite supply of 
(ie. one-sixth of the Helmand) for her share of those tracts is recognized and 
provided for, but only in the event of their being liereafter brought under irrigation. 
. Druft (D) tackles the whole question boldly, as a whole, and gives Persia 
alt of the Helmand forthwith, whether the Hauzdar tract is brought under 
irrigation or not, 

80. Great care has been taken to avoid unnecessary details in each draft, and 
especially those which might ereate unnecessary suspicions, give rise to needless objections 
‘or quibbles, or be unnecessarily distasteful to one or other party, 

i this, it will be observed that in all four drafts no calculation of 
water is expressed in terms of eusces (vide paragraph 69 (16). Nor, again, are the 
proportionate shares of the Helmand now used by cither side stated in the Awards, 
‘To do so would only give Persin a pretext for claiming a share of water based on 
custom, quite ignoring her own condition that the Goldsmid Award is not to be departed 
from. 

81. I lave fully recognized the fact that, in the ratio that Persian rights are more 
and more detinitely defined in each draft, the Afghans, with their exaggerated ideas of 

own rights, will express the greater dissatisfaction. 1 have tried to reduce the 

of this toa minimmm, but the task is not an easy one, 

nan Afzhan, liowever, must acknowledge, when itis brought home to him, 

it should be, that any settlement which restricts Bersian right to. water to certain 

its is in the present case a distinct gain to Afghanistan, who has hitherto taken off 

ly s\uiths of the whole tiver from Rudbar downwards, while the Persians have taken 

Any deferred settlement of the question might have to recognize the Persian 

ight to whit custom may haye entitled: them to, and not, as in the present ease, to 

tcir requisite supply of water only, ‘This argument will be made the most of in 

tle official communication conveying my formal copy of the Award to the Athan 
jovernment, 

85, Persia cannot reasonably grumble at auy settlement which defines and. si 
guards her right to a requisite supply of water, at die threatened loss of which sho evineos 
such alarm, 

84, No Award will necessarily much alfect the actual distribution of wator in practice, 

y rate, not for a considerable period of time. ‘The Afighans will gradually take otf 
more water; bit unless the Helmand is properly controlled above Seistan, or unless 
from natural causes, or illeadvised or malicious irrigation works, the river is diverted 

4 new channel, the Persians will alyays be able to take more water from the 

and than they want to use without depriving the Athans of the amount. they 
require, 

$9. 1 trust that enouzh ls been said to explain the water problem, and to enable 

ernment of India to decide which form’ of solution thereof’ is” most suitable, 
details connected with the problem have, Lfear, made this Memorandum a somes 
what lengthy one, 1 have endeavoured throushout to effect at least one result, ie.) 
that, whichever Award may be selected, it will obviate any future deadlock in Seistan on 
water questions, | Should Draft (.\), tor instance, be selected, and the opening af a new 
canal hereafter into Tuakun raise the question of Persian right to water for Haualar, 
the arrangement proposed in Draft (0) or (1D) could be brought into effect through the 
medium of the permanent Arbitrator, and so on, 
(Signed) A. H. MeMAHON, Colonel, 
British Commissioner, Seistan Arbitration Commission, 


Arbitral Award on the Seistan Water Question. 


Duarr (A) 


Preliminary Remarks. 


1, General Sir Frederick Goldsmil, n« Arbitrator between Persia and Afghanistan, 


led upon to settle the ques is to lanl and water of Persia and A fihiant 
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San in Scistan, Ue delivered an Arbitral Award on both points in 18; 
confirmed by His Majesty's Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and accepted by the 
Persian and Afghan Governments in 1873. Wes 

‘At the time of the above Award, the Helmand River had one main slistributary 
chuniel in Seistan, je, the Rud-iSeisian, at the mouth of whieh, in order fo divert 
suttcfent water into this Rud, was a tamarisk band known as the Band-i-Kobak, ot th 
Band- istan, ‘The Helmand River from thence onwards flowed in one channel past 
Nad Ali; and. along what is now known as the Sikhsar into the Naizar ani Hamu 
Tn 1846 a large flood caused the river to burst out for itself, a new main channel which 
eft the olone ner Shabaul, and is vow known as the Rud--Pariun, : 

3. Various dispntes rezarding ater between Persian and Afghan Seistan, whieh 
wrore eased by changes in the course of eanals and in the course of the main river, 
have arisen since 1873. My inquiries sliow that these have, until recently, always been 
mutually and amicably settled by the responsible officials coucerned on both sides, i 
the Governors af Seistan and Chaksansur, ‘These officials, who thoroughly understood 
ach other's water requirements, have alvays shovwn great tact and skill in settling water 
Aisputes to the mutual satisfaction of both eountres, Wee : 

“This satisfactory state of affairs. might have continued indefinitely, but during 
the last few years outside influences have found their way into Seistan which have 
Hindored the independent settlement of disputes; and, by estranging the relations 
Houween the pooplen concerned, have rendered amicable and mutual settlement of water 
difculties no longer possible. : 

5, A-seties of sinall, ani in themselves unimportant, water questions arose between 
1900 and 100%, whieh, by reason of estranged relations, caused misunderstanding and 

reased illfecling, wll matters were brought to a crisis by further disputes arising 
frnm ainiormal delisiency of water in the Helmand in 1902, This led to the present 
ireuee to thie arbitration of the British Government, 

6, he coudition under which the present arbitration has been 
Governments of Persia and Alhanistan is that the Award should be 
Ue Loring of Sit Frederick Goldsmid's Award, ii 

7. In taming my Award, [am therefore restricted by the aboye eonditio 

{sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award on the water question was as follows:— 

“Ic i to bo clearly understood that no works are to be carried out on either 
sie ealeulated to interfere with the requisite supply of frigation on both bauke of the 
Helmand." 

Her Majesty Seerotaty of State for Fore pacity of final 
frining authority of that Award, further Inid down, in 1873, that the above clause 
Aout not he unilerstood to apply either to existing canals oF to old or disused canals 
hat ie_niay bo desired to Yuli proper repair, nor would it interfere with the 
Excavation of ew ennals, provided that the requisite supply on both banks is not 
diminished, 

1) hie above Award is 40 definite that it is unnecessary to define it further, an 1 
therefore give the following Award 


Award, 


1, No irrigation works are to be carried out on either side calculated to interfere 
nith (he requisite supply of water for itsigation on both banks of the river, but both 
sides have the tight, within their own territories, to maintain existing, canals, to open 
out ol or disused canals, and to make new equals from the Helmand River, provided 
that the supply. of water requisite for irrigation on. both sides is not dim = 
‘Ty riable both sides to satisfy themselves that this Award is beng complied 
with, a British officer of in ience should b ted us permanent 
Arhibistor in Seisian. He will give an opinion, when required her party, on any, 
tas of doubt or dispute over water questions that may arise, He will, when meceseary, 
take stops to bring the real facts of any ease to the notice of the Government concerned. 


©) 11 i) w question for consideration whether this elguse shonld stand us it is, be modifc!, vr omitted 
‘ilion. Toroprestnts the setual facts, but has the defect of calling a spady a spade 
{The exact wording of that rulinie is nor bere quoted Iu view of Sic Fs Guldsmti’s definition 
sippy Ge vriiling ov bid binks Of the Helmand,” Wt appears justiiable to road the Secretary of 
Tait he wate Ht i 
iMieuliy of 4 will Ie seen ty the farther explaation of this definition ylven ia para~ 
peopl Sof plinilary Wiitska at Draft (BLM cousidorea preferable, paraigraph 8 of Tiraft (8) might be 


THinx hide atconpual emia his dates and that tis n 
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He will be able also to call the attention of either party to any important indications of 
threatening danger to their water supply arising from natural causes or their own 
irrigation works. To enable this officer to properly fulfl the functions of his office, free 
access should be given to lim by either side to the Helmand River and its branches, and 
the heads of canals leading therefrom. 

8, The maintenance of the Band-i-Kohak is of great importance to the welfare of 
Persian Seistan, It is possible that the deepening of the river bed at and below the 
site of the present band may necessitate moving the band a short distance further up 
the river, Afelianistan should allow Persia to move ‘this band, if necessary, and grant 
Persin the right to excavate the short canil required from such new band through 
Afghan tervitory to the Rud-iSeistan, Similarly, should it become necessary for 
Afghanistan to move the present Shiahigul band across the Rud-i-Pariun somewhat lower 
down that stream, Persia should (ax has been done before) allow Afghanistan 
right of way for @ canal through Persian territory from that band ta the Nad Ali 
channel, 

4. 41t will be noted that the rights to the Nelmand water, which her geographical 
position naturally gives to Afhanistan as owner of the Upper Helmand, have been 
restricted to the extent stated above favour of Persia in accordance with 5 erick: 
Goldsmid’s Award. It follows, therefore, that Persin bas no right to alienate to any 
other Poner the water rights thus acquired without the consent of Afishinistan, 

5. Tcaunor close this Award without a word of warning to both countries concerned, 
‘The past history of the Helmand River in Seisian shows that it has alvays been subject 
to sudden and important changes in its course which haye from time to time diverted the 
whole river into a new channel, and rendered useless all the then existing canal systems, 
Such changes are liable to occur in the future, and great care should therefore be 
exercised in the opening out of new canals, or the enlargement of old canals leat 
from the Helmand, Unless this is done with proper precaution, it may cause the r 
to divert itself entirely at such points, and cause great loss to hoth countries. his, 
danger applies equally to Afghanistan and Persia, 


Dnarr (B). 


Preliminary Remarks, 


Paragraphs 1 to 7 as in draft (A). 

&. Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award on the water question was as follow: 

“Ibis to be clearly understood thar no works are to be eartied out on cither side 
ealeulated to interfere with the requisite supply of irrigation on both banks of the 
Helmand,” 

{y's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in his eapacity as the final 
authority of that Award, further laid down in 1873 as follows: — 

In our opinion the clause referred to in the Award cannot be understood as 
applying either to existing canals or to such old and disused canals as the Afghan 
Governinent may wish to put in proper repair, nor would it interfere with the excavation 

neitig has i ide(l the requisite supply of water for irrigation on the Persian side iy 

not diminished.” 
___, tis hardly necessary to point out that this ruling of {er Majesty's Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affaits, while defining certain limits for Afghan works, docs ‘not 
restrict the Afzhan right, stated by Sir R¥ederick Goldsimid, to & requisite supply of 
water also for Afghan cultivation. 

_ 9, The above Award is so definite that it is unnecessary to make any attempt to 
define it further, except on one particular point, ‘This Award provides that Persia hus a 
ight to a requisite supply of water for irrigation, In order to prevent future misunde 

y remains to deine what amount of water fairly represents a requisite 
‘supply for Persian requirements, 

0. From the earefill and exhaustive measurements, observations, and inquiries made 

ion in Seistan, the following facts have been clearly established : 

* itis a question for consideration whether this sipultion abosld form part of the Avvard, or be seta 


fn subsequent communication wi fighan aod Persian Gi 
i ighan and Persian Governments, 
4 This clause applies with greater effect to the other draft Awards, 


[1780] 
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(a) Sciston suffers more from excess than deficiency of water. Far more loss is 
caused by damage done to land and crops, year alter year, by Rods than is caused by 
‘want of water for irrigatio 

(b) In only very few exceptional abnormal years of low river has any question of 
auficiency of water arisen in Seistan, and then Afghan Scistan has suffered equally with 
Persian Seistan, Moreover, questions as to the sufficiency of water only prove serious 
when the spring cop cultivation is concerned when the river is at its lowest i.e., between 
the autumn and spring equinoxes, yet it has been ascertained that only in three out of 
the past thirty-five years hns there been any-serious deficiency of water in Seistan during 
that season, It is necessary, therefore, first to consider water requirements during the 
scason of spring crops, Any settlement based on the requirements of that season will 
mect the ease of thie remafuder of the year also, 

(c.) After carefully calculating the normal volume of the Helmand River during the 
period ‘between the autumn cyuinos and the spring equinox, it has been clearly 
asevitained that one-third of the water which now reaches Seisian at Bandar-icKamal 
Khan would amply sulfice for the proper irrigation of all existing cultivation in Persian 
Seistan, and also allow of a large future extension of that cultivation. This would also 
Teave a requisite supply for all Afghan requirements, 

11, Ttheretore give the following Award :-— 
































Award, 

1, As in draft (A), 

2, ‘The aniount of water requisite for irrigation of Persian lands irrigable from and 
Uelow the BandsicKohak is one-third of the whole volume of the Helmand River which 
enters Seistan, 

Soistan, to which Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award applies, comprises all Jands on 
Hoth banks Of the Aehuand from Bandar-i-Kamal Khan downwards, 

Persin jg theretore entitled to one-thied of the whole Helmand Tver calculated 
AL the point where water is fist tiken off from it to irrigate Inds on either bank 
situnted at oF below Biandarsi-Kamal Khun, 

4, Any irrigation works coustructed by Afghanistan to divert water into Seistan 
lunds, as above defined, must allow of al least one-thitd of the volume of the whole 
river being available for Persian » Band-i-Kohak, bi 

5, AAs at hin draft (A), 

6, Asati in draft (A), 

7. Aw att in draft (A), 

8, Aw at 0 in draft (A). 
































Dravr (0). 


Preliminary Remarks, 


Paragraphs 1 to 7 as in draft (A). 
Paragraphs 8 and 9 as in draft (B), 
Paragraph 10 (a) (2) (6) as in drat (B). 
Paragraph 10 (d). A large aren of land in the ‘Parokun and Hauzdar tracts was 
once cultivated. A portion of this area lies within Persian territory. Tt may at some 
future time be fond possible to irrigate these tracts from the Helmand River, and 
therefore the right of Persia defined” in Sir Frederick Goldsmid’s Award would extend 
to-a requisite supply: of water for the Persian portion of those lands also, 

th hi {scortained that water amounting Co oue-sisth of the whole Helmand 
would snilice properly to irrigate the portion of those lands belonging to Persi 
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11. T therefore give the following Award :— 


Award. 


1, 2, 3, 4 as in draft (B), 





Should it be hereafter found possible to irrigate from the Helmand the portion 

of the Tarakun—Hauzdar tract lying within Persian territory, Persia will be entitled to 

another one-sixth of the volume of the whole Helmand River for the irrigation of that 

tract. In this eae it is, of course, understood that Persia will pay her proper share 

of the cost of construction and annual maintenaice of such works as may be necessary 

to bring the above water into Persian ter 
6. As at 2 in draft (A). 

7, As at in draft (A). 

8. As at4 in draft (A), 

9. As at 5 in draft (A). 








Dnarr (D). 


Preliminary Remarks. 


Paragraph 1 to 7 as in draft 

Paragraph $* as in draft (A), 

9. The above Award is so definite that it is unecessary to attempt to define it 
further, exeept in one particular point only—i.e., the supply requisite for irrigation on both 
janks of the Helmand, 

10, Jt has been ascertained from the eareful and exhau 
observations made by this Mission that the areas of land capable of cultivation. in 
Persian and Afghan territory in Seistan, including the Tarakun and: Hauzdar tracts, are 
approximately equal in extent, Bach country, therefore, requires the same amount of: 
rater as the other, 


12, Persia now takes off all her water fo 
Afshanistan 














© measurements and 
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13. I therefore give the following Award : 








" Award. 

1, As in draft (A), 
2 The amount of water requisite for irigation of lands on both banks in 
Fenian and Afghan territory: respectively i, in cach ease, one-half of the Helmand 
ver. 
_,. 2: This division of srater should be calewluted on the volume of the Helmand 
River at the highest point where water is taken off by cither side to irrigate lands 
stunted at or below BandarieKhamal Khan, including the ‘Tarakum and Hawadar 
ss, 

4. Should it liereafter be found possible to ivrigate the Tarakun and Hawed 
fracts from the Helmand, Persia should be allowed, on payment of her proper share of 
the cox of contraction al anna matenance of the necesary firgation works, to 

e as unich of her share of one-half of the Helmand River ashe may wish 
Je feasible to divert into the Hauzdar trac ee 
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5, Any irrigation works constructed by Afghanistan, above Band-i-Kohak, for lands 
in Scistan, including the Tarakun tract, must allow of the full Persian share of the 
Helmand, or, in the case of part of that share being diverted into the Hauzdar tract, the 
balance of the Persian share of the Helmand being available tor use at the Band- 
Kohak, 

6, Ap at 2 in draft (A), 

7. As at 3 in draft (A). 

8. Asatd in draft 

AS at 5 in dratt (A). 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 30. 


Government of India to Mr, Broderick. 
(Hetographie,) P. 

SEISTAN al er of thie 13ih 
eptember | 
accordance with 
General Goldsmid’s Awan, and \e consider that MeMakon’s 
to this. [tis undesitable, iy our opinion, to raise any: idea that Persians have any claim 
to oxtend irrigation by constructing ebanvols through territory ly Afghan sid 
the horder, Most suitable Award, thersforc, seems to be tat marked (13), subject to the 
folloving modifications : 

Preliminary remarks, fourth paragraph, should be omitted, and before fifth para- 
graphoa sentence should, be inserted to the effect that, whatever nay have been the 
cause, whether in consequence of the change in the course of the main stream of the 
Helmand, or in consequence of more strained relations, it has unfortunately been found 
thal itis no longer possible for an amicable settlement of the water difficulties to. be 
arrived at, Tu the eighth paragraph the words *ifter consulting General Goldsmid” 
should be inserted betore the words “further laid down,” and the remainder of the claus 
should follow the wording of Award (A). In paragraph 1c “Band-ieKohiak” should be 
seud in substitution for * BandersieKamal Kan.” Last section of elanse 2 of Award, 
Deginning at_ word * Seista he omitted, touether with clauses $ and4. Our 
reasons for this suggestion are that ivis undesirable to give the Persiansany voice in matte 
ontside the Porson.\ flan bow (that it is no ase attempting to prevent Afwlans 
from diverting the whole of the water between Band:i-Kohak aud Bandar-i-Kamal Khun, 
singe they are in-a position to do this at point higher up tiver, whether at KalacicBist of 
elsewhere, ‘The difficulty will be to insure that one-third of water supply whieh now 

hes Band-i-Kohak is reecived by Persian Seistan, Appointusent of expert irrigation, 
engineer, as proposed hy MeMuhon, will he the only way of insuring this, aud we 
Ilis Majesty's Government will approve MeMahon's proposals in this respe 
however, a great question whether it is necessary, under the terms of General Gold: 
Award, that Persia should Le ass ul more water £ ull! Le sniticiont for irrige 


most of the If 
in channel, and 


We propose, therefore, subject to your concurrence, to inform MeMaion there is 
Nw objection, ftom our point of view, to Award iv this sense, and to authorize him, 


provided iat political statis uo in Si not threatened, iu which ease reference 
should he made to Governmicnt of India for orders, to announee Award on completion of 
alemareation which has heon formally authorized by Ameer, 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 50. 


Arbitral Award on the Seistan Water Question. 


‘The Government of India would omit 
MeMahon’s paragraph 4, and would insert 
the following words at’ the beginning of 
paragraph 8:—“Unforlunately of recent 
years, ichatever may have een the cause, 
and whether this was due to the change 
the course of the main stream or to more 
strained relations, the amicable settlement of 
the water difficulties has been found no: longer 
possible,” 


F780) 


Full Text of Colonel McMahon's Draft (B). 


Prelininary Remarks, 


1. General Sir Frederick Goldsinid, as 
Arbitrator between Persia and Afhan- 
istan, was called upon to setile the 
question of rights to land and water of 


Award on both points 

1872, which was confirmed by Her 
Majesty's Seeretary of State for Roreia 
Affairs, and aceepied by the Persian and 
Afghan Goyeniments in 1873, 

2. At the timo af the above Award, the 
Helmand River had one main distiibutary 
chatinel in: Seistan, i,, ie Rud-i-Scista, 
at the mouth of which, inorder to divert 
sufficient water into. this Rud, way a 
tamarisk bind fnown as the Bandi 
Kohak or the Band <i-Seistan, ‘The 
Helmand River from theneo onwards 
flowed in one channel past Nad Ali, and 
along what is now known as the Sikhsar 
into the Naizar and Hann. Tn 1896, 0 
ange flood caused the river to bus 
for itself a new main channel, which left 
the old one near Shabgul, aud is’ now 


ispute: 
Persian and Afghan 

ich were caused by changes 
course of and in the course of the 
main. ri risen sineo 1872. My. 
inquiries show that these tiave, until 
revently, always been mutually and 
amicably settled by the responsible 
officials conceined ‘on both sides, te, 
the Governors of Seistan and Chakinstt 
‘Dhese officials, y union 
stood cach other's: water require 
have always shown great tact and 
settling water disputes to the mutual salis« 

on of both countries, 

4. Thix satisfactory stite of affuirs 
might love continued indefinitely, but 
duriny the last few yours outside influences 
have found their’ riny into Seista 
have ‘Winilered the independent settlement 
of disputes; amt, by estranging, the 
relations Letieen the peoples concerned, 
fave vendered —amicalle and mutual 
settlement of water difficulties. no longer 
Borsible, 

9. A series of small, and in themse 
unimportant, water questions arose be. 
tween 1900 and 1902 which, by reason 
of estranged relations, caused misunder- 
standing “and increased ill-feelinz, until 


rc) 





matters were brought to a crisis by 
further disputes ari from abnormal 
deficiency of the Helmand in 
1902, This led to the present reference 
to the arbitration of the British Govern- 
ment, 

6 The condition under which the 
present arbitration has been agreed to by 
the Governments of Persia and Afzhane 
istan is that the Award should be in 
accordance with the terms of Sir Frederick 
Goldsmid’s Award, 

7. In framing my Award I am, 
therefore, restneted by the above con: 
c 

Sir Frederick Goldsinid’s 
the water question was 
“It is fo te elearly understood. that 
no works are to be carried out 
citlier side ealeulated to. interfere with 
the vequisite supply of irrigation on both 
bunks of the Helmand.” Her Majesty's 


in 1873, as follows — 

“In our opinion, the elnuse refereed to 
tn the iard calnot he wulerstood ax 
apuluing either to existing canals or to 
such oli und disused “canals as the 
Algliun Government may wish to put in 
proper repuir, nor would it interfere 
with the wreaiation of nei canals, pra- 
nided the requisite supply of water for 
irrigation on’ the Persian side is not 
diminished.” 

It ts hardly necessary to point aut that 
Was ruling of Her Majesty's Secretary of 
Stile for Foreign Aguirs, awhile defining 
ceriain limits for Afghan works, dos not 
restrict the Afghan right, stated by Sir 
Byediriek Golidemid, 0 @ requisite supply 
Of water also for afyhan cultivation 

9, he above Award is. so detinite: that 
il i<umecessary to make any attempt to 
deline it further, except on one particular 
point, ‘Mhis Award provides that Persia. 
has a right 0-0 requisite supply of water 
for irrigation, In order to prevent future 
inisuniderstanding, it only remains to define 
what amount of water fairly represents a 
rouuisite supply for Persian requirements, 

10. Kyo the eareful and exhaustive 
Anvasurements, observations, and inquiries 
made by this Mission in Seistan, the 
following facts have heen clearly estab- 
Tish 

(i) Seistan suffers more from excess 
thin deficiency of water, Far more loss is 
caused by damage done to linds and 
crops, year after year, by Hoods than is 
‘eausetl by want of water for irrigation, 

(Us) Tn only very. few exceptional ab- 
Horm! years of loWy river has any question 
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After the word “Award” the Govem- 
ment of India would substitute the 
following:—* After consulting General 
Goldsmid, further tnid down, in 1873, 
that the “above clause should not be 
understood to apply either to existing 
canals, or to old or disused canals that 
it may be desired to put in proper 
repair, nor would it interfere with the ex 
‘eavation of new canals, provided that the 
requisite supply on both banks is not 
diminished. 


The Government of India would read 
Band-i-Kohak. 


‘The Government of India would omi 
words in italics, 


ot 


of sufficiency of water arisen in Seistan, 
and then Afghan Seistan has suffered 
equally with Persian Seistan. Moreover, 
questions as to the sufficiency of water 
only prove serious when the spring crop 

tivation is concerned, when the river 

at its Iowest, ie., between the autumn 
and spring equinoxes, yet it has been aseer- 
tained that only in tliree out of the past 
thirty-five years has there been any serious 
deficiency of water in Seistan during that 
season, It is necessary, therefore, first 
to consider water requirements during the 
season of spring crops. Any settlement 
based on the requirements of that season 
will meet the case of the remainder of the 
year also, 

(c.) After carefully ealeulating the nor- 
mal volume of the Helmand River during 
the period between the autwimn equinox 
and the spring equinox, it has been clearly 

eertained that one-third of the water 
which now reaches Seistan at Bandursie 
Kamal Khan would amply suffice for the 
proper irrigation of all existing cultivation 
in Persian Seistan, and also allow of a 
Jarge future extension of that cultivation, 
his would also leave a requisite supply for 
all Afghan requirements, 

11, T therefore give the following 
Award: — 


Award. 


igation works are to be 
out on either side calculated to 
h tho requisite supply of water 
for irrigation on both banks of the river, 
but both sides hiaye the right, within their 
own territories, to maintain existing canals, 
to open out old or disused canals, and 
to make new canals from the Helmand 
River, provided that the supply of water 
requisite for irrigation on hoth sides is not 
diminished, 

2 ‘The amount of water requisite. for 
itrigation of Persian lands irrignble from 
and below the Band-i-Kohak is one-third 
of the whole yolume of the Helmand River 
whieh enters Scistan, 

Stisiar, 10 which Sir Frederick Gold 
smid’s Award applies, comprises all lands 0 
both banks of the Helmand from Bandar-i 
Kamal Khan downwards. 

(3.) Persia is, therefore, entitled to. one- 
third of the whole Helmand River caleu- 
lated at the point where water is. first 
taken off from it to irrigate lands on either 
bank silwated at or below Bandar-i-Kamat 
Khan. 

(4.) Any irrigation works constructed by 
Afghanistan to divert water into Seistan 
lands, as above defined, must allow of at 
Teast one-third of ‘the volume of the whole 
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river being available for Persian use at 
Band-i-Kohak. 

5. To enable both sides to satisfy 
themselves that this Award is being com- 
plied with, and at the same time to avoid 
the necessity of fresh references to the 
Goyernment of India, and the expense of 
special Missions permanently attached to 
His Majesty's Consulate in Seistan, a 
British officer of irrigation experience 
should be appointed as permanent arbitra- 
tor in Seistan, He will be empowered to 
give an opinion, when required by either 
party, on any case of doubt or d 

iY He will, 
when necessary eps to. bring 

al facts of any case to the notice of the 
Hovermment concerned. He will be able 
also to call the attention of either party to 
any important indications of threatening 
‘anger to their water supp! 
natural causes or their works, 
Mo enable this officer to properly fulfil the 
functions of his office, should be 

ven to him, by either side, to the Hel- 
mand River and its branches and the heads 


It is possible that 
the deepeningeof the river bed at and below 
th 
moving the band 
up the river, Afghanistan should allove 
Persia to move this band, if necessary, and 
grant Porsin the right Lo excavate the short 
anal required from such new band throws 
Afghan territory to the Rud: 
Similarly, should it eco 

hanistan to move the present Stal 
band across the Rud-i-Pariun somewh 
lower down that. stream, Persia should (as 
has been done before) allow Atg 
right of way f canal through P 
territory fron) that band to the Ni 


Helmand 
ical posit x 
as ovner of the Upper Hel- 
and, have be extent 
stated above in aceord= 
ange with Sir Frey 3 Avard, 
It follows, therefore, that Persix hins no 
right to alienate o auy other Power the 
water rights thus aequired without the 
consent of Afghanistan, 

8, Teaunot close this Award. withow 
word of warning to both countries von. 
corned. ‘The past history of the Helmand 
River in Seistan shows that it has always 
heen subject to sudden and important 
changes in its couse which have 
time to time 
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& new channel, and rendered useless all 
the then existing canal systems. Such 
changes are liable to oceur in the future, 
and great care should, therefore, be exer: 
cised in the opening out of new canals, or 
the enlargement of old canals leading from 
the Helmand, Unless this is done with 
proper precaution, it may cause the river 
to divert itself entirely at such points, and 
cause great loss to both countries, ‘This 
danger applies equally to Afghanistan and 
Persia, 





No. 51. 
Mr. Grant Duf to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received November 16.) 


(No 181.) 
(Felegraphic,) P. Tehran, November 16, 1904, 

URMI. | No confirmation of the statements made by the Valiahd, as reported. in 
my telegram No. 125 of the 3rd instant, has been received by His Majesty's Consuls 
at Urmiand Tabreez. Iam to see the Mushir-ed-Dowleh on the subject to-day. 

Tt has been suggested to me by the United States’ Minister that wo should 
aiidress notes to the Persian Government demanding that they should fix a day for the 
trial of the chief murderer, who is now in prison. at ‘Mabre 

Does such action meet with your Lordship's approval ? 

‘The United States’ Minister is of opinion that after the meeting of Congress his 
Government will take strong action, 

T am informed by Major Gough that no steps are being taken to arrest the 
murderers at Urmi, 





No, 52. 


Mr. Grant Duff o the Marquess of Lansiloune,—(Ieceived November 16,) 


(No. 182.) 
(Welegraphie.) _P. Tehran, November 16, 1904, 

BOITAL Concession, 

‘The Grand Vizier denies the teuth of the report referred to in your Lordship's 
telogram of the 9th instant, and says that, if you think tit, your Lordship may 

n the press, 





No. 53. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Recelved November 16.) 


(No. 138.) 
(Telegraphic.)  P. ‘Tehran, November 16, 1904, 
|ATPACK on Military Attaché’s party.) 
Both Douglas and Lorimer are doing well. ‘They have arrived at Hamadan with 
their party. 
‘The punishment of the offenders will take a long time, 600 men are on their 
way to Luristan, 
Before taking further action, I am awaiting Douglas’ report, 
(Sent to India.) 
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No, 54. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr Grant Duf. 
(No. 145.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1904. 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 114 of the 22nd ultimo, T transmit to you 
1 accompanying copy of a letter from the India Office® respecting the proposal of 
ie Persian Government that the British Consular and other guards should be with= 
drawn from Persia if Russin agreed to do the same. 

T concur in the view expressed by the Seoretary of State for India, that the 
Position of Russia in tho matter differs essentially from that of Great Britain owing to 
the presence of the Cossack Brigade in Persia, and that the disturbed state of the 
country makes it inexpedient to entertain tne proposal. 






Tam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No, 55, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 16, 1904 
TAM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you, to be laid 
before the Secrotary of State for India, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Charaé 


4’ Affaires, at Constantinople relative to the murder of Bahreinese by members of the 
Behaih tribe, } 











il observe that Mr. Townley 





has warned the Porte that His 
ernment can no longer reasonably continue to restrain the Sheikh from 
taking steps to oxact his own measures of reparation, though, should the ‘Turkish 
Government make a successful effort to bring the offenders to justice before the tribe 
moves down to the const, it may still be possible to recommend the Sheikh to hold 
is hands 

Lori! Lansdowne would, however, suggest that the Government of Intis sion d 
now bo informed that His Majesty's Government do not desire to plice any further 
restrictions on the Shoikl’s liberty of action on condition that he does not attack the 
tribo while thoy romain in territory recognized as ‘Turkish, 

His Lordship also proposes to approve Mr. ‘Yownley’s lan 
despatch. 























uage, as reported in his 


Tam, &. 
Signed) ELDON GoRS?. 





No, 56, 


India Office to Roreign Office (Received November 17.) 


Sir, India Office, November 16, 1904. 
WITH roferonce to Mr. Villiers letter of the 17th August last on the subject of 
tle proposed erection of flagstalls on the isthmus between Malcolm and Elphinstone 
Inlets, on Telegraph Island and on Sheep Island, | am directed to transmit, for the 
information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy of a telegram from the Vieeroy, 
‘lated the 8th November, inquiring whether the flag to be hoisted at these places, as 
‘oceasion requires, should bo the 1 ko the blue ensign, and to say that, before 
uswering the Vieoroy’s telegram, Mr, Brodrick will be glad to he favonred with 
Lord Lansdowno's views on the subject, 
Copies of corresponcience bearing on this mattor were forwarded to your Depart= 


ment on the Ist, Sth, and 10th instant, and copies were at the same time eommunieated 
to the Admiralts 
























Tam, &e, 
(Signed) 





. GODLEY. 
eS 


No, f See Part XN, No, 191, 
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Tnclosure in No, 56. 





Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 


Telegraphic.) P. November 8, 1904. 
YOYK telegram of the 24th August last. 
Tshould be glad to be informe’ whether Union Jacks or blue ensigns should be 
used for the flags which are to be hoisted on Musandim occasionally, or when required, 
We understand that Union Jack is the only flag which expresses British domination. 











No. 57. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received November V7.) 


(No, 134.) 
Tehran, November V7, 1904, 





's robbery case, 

ved a note from the Persian Government stating that orders have 

been sent for the punishment of the offenders, and expressing sorrow at. the oceurrence, 

They also state that Colonel Douglas gaye the Persian authoritios at Khoremmabad a 
urance that, in the event of any untoward incidents on the journey, he 

jold them responsible, 

On his arrival at Burujind, Colonel Douglas states that there was practically no 

Government, as the Governor of Luristan had just been dismissed. 

After the occurrence, it is true that he gave a paper to an unimportant person, 
Begler Bexsi, of Khoremmnbad, in which he stated that he did. not hold. him 
personally responsible, otherwise the report agrees with my telegram No. 127 of the 
10th insta 

the 





























itary Attaché will not be able to 1 
out little hope that the J 

Williams and Lori 
the ciroumstanees 1 





ye Hamadan for a month. Ie holds 
ian Government will be able to punish the offenders, 
ier have either no kit or only summer clothes, and so under 
the former, whin the wounded Are suficiently 
well, to return to Khoremmabat and then to proceed with his escort to watoh the 
Progress of events at Khoremmabad; and am informing the latter, who will not be 
weil for a month, that he should return to his post, 
‘he losses are considerable, Tam ascertaining th 
(Sent to India.) 

























mount, 








‘The Mushir-el-Dowleh to the Persian Minister in Lonitone 


(Communicated by the Persian 
Minister, November 18.) 


(Tronslation, 





November 10, 1904, 
YOUR Excellency's telegram with reference to the Marquess of Lansdowne’s 
statements relating to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk has been received, Although His Tnpetial 
Majesty the Shah has as yet said nothing as (o whetlier the HashmatsuleMulk shold or 
should not be relieved of hhis post, and the Hashmat-ul-Mulk himself is in ‘Tohran—-the 
Government of Seistan being in the hands of his son—yet for the yery reasons that the 
British and the Russian Governments consider Seistan the xateway of India, nnd. it te 
the centre of the interest of both Governments, and the Imperial Persian Government 
have very delicate dnties there, it is necessary to act in such a manner that nothin 
should occur which would be in opposition to England, nor yet afford an opportunity to 
Russia, 

‘The Governor of that province must therelore be a person through whom the 
Inyperial Government may be able to attain this object; the Hashmat-ul-Mulky being. 
careless and reckless man, and being devoted to opium, is not the instrument 
work needed, ‘The Persian Government, who are friendly with the B 
and who realize the importance the British Governn 
Scistan, do not naturally wish a state of things to exist 
to various suspicions on the part of the Vice- 





















nent, 
Wattach to the affairs relating to 
there which may daily give rise 
Souisul. ‘That iy why the Finperial Gover 
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ment wish to make an appointment for the Gorernorship of Seistan, 

ineans of avoiding any such suppositions being winde in future. ‘The British Goveramen 
should consider the Persian Government their friend, and whatever they wish they 
should require from the Government, and not from the Hashmat-ul-Mulk and persons 
ike him. 





No. 59. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 18.) 


HE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Un 
Seorctary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Scerctary Brod 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosur 
a letter from the Foreign Scoretary, Simla, dated the 20th October, relative to 
proposed survey of Bushire Harbour, 


India Office, November 16, 1904. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 59. 
Mr. Grant Duff (0 Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P, Tehran, October $, 1904, 
NLG Persian Government desire an assurance that the proposed survey of the 

Bushire Harbour will not be followed by the deepening of the harbour by the Indi 

Government. hey axe prepared either to undertake the work thenise 

stuotion such action being taken by the Government of India. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 59, 
Government of Initia to Mr. Grant Duff 


(Telegraphie.)  P. Simla, October 13, 104. 

- PLEASE s gram No. 164, dated the Sth October, 1904. The Persian 
iment may be given an assurance that the present survey of the Bushire 
wine dovs not include any project for deepening the same. With respect to the 

offer now made to permit the Government of Thdix to undertake the deepening 
‘operations, a separate communication will follow, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 59. 
Government of India to Rear-Admiral Atkinson-Willes. 


(Telographie.) Simla, October 13, 1904. 
‘MIB Persisn Government lave asked, and have been given an assurance in 
connection with the sirvey of th Harbour that it does not entail. any project 
for deepening the same, “hey are, however, prepared cither to permit us to under 
take tho deopening operation, if we so desire, or to do so themselves. We should by 
‘lad of an expression of your opinion in the matter. 
(Ropeated to Major Cox.) 





No. 60. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 18, 1904. 
TAM directed hy tlle Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowled of 


youty itt y LE instant respecting the arrangement which the Government of 


a7 


India suggest might be made by Mr. Dane, on his visit to Kabul, in regard to the 
Hashtadan frontier dispute. 
Lord Lansdowne concurs in Mr, Secretary Brodrick's proposal to approve the 
Viceroy’s suggestion. 
Tam, ke, 
(Signed) ELDON Gorsr, 





No. 61. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.—(Received November 19.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, hy direction of Mr. Scorctary Brodrick, 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Sccretary of State, copy of a telegram: 


to the Viceroy, dated the 16th November, relative to tho Kabul Mission, 
India Office November 18, 1904, 


Tnelosure in No. 61, 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 


(Telegeaphic.) _P. November 16, 1904, 

KABUL Mission: My telegram of the 11th instant, 

It is considered desirable by His Majesty’s Government that our Commissionor 
should sound Ameer cautiously as to whether he might possibly ho willing, with a view 
to the protection of Seistan’ frontior, to accept our co-operation on the Helmund. 
Dane should, however, clearly understand that.on this point, as also with regard to, the 
deputation of officers for the purpose of examinins the northern frontier of Afghanistan, 
there if Amocr's disposition is unfayourable, of pressing hitn, Country 


ted in your telegram of the Sth instant may be taken as included in “ northorn 
frontier” which is to be examined. 





rember 19.) 


ents his compliments to the Under 

direction of Mr. Sucretary Brodrick, 
for ny of State, copy of a telograra 
from tie Vieoroy, dated the 19th instant, relative the burial of My. Fleischer, 


India Office, November 19, 1904. 


Inclosure in No, 6 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Telegraphic.) November 19, 1904, 
ns of the Ltth instant. 


ischer took place on the 10th instant at Peshawar cemetery, due 
observed. Ci was conducted by Chaplain of Peshawar. 
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No. 63. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received November 19.) 


(No. 186.) 
(Telegraphic) P. ‘Tehran, November 19, 1905. 

RUSSIAN signallers on Persian telegraph lines, 

‘His Majesty's Consul at Meshied reports as follows:— 

“With reference to my telegram of the 2nd instant, the Russian signallers have 
loft Meshed for their respective stations on the Seistan line: only two men remain 
here, ond there aro no fresh arrivals’ 

T have communicated the substance of your Lordship’s telegram No. 70 of the 
Jdth November to the Persian Government. 

‘tho Persian Government has addressed me a note stating that the report that 
tho Russian Government are about to take over the Seistan-Meshed line is without 
foundation, neithor will they be granted permission to construct a line to Meshed 
from Askabad vid Kuehan 








No. 64. 





‘A, Hardinge to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 21.) 


(No. 176.) 
My Lord, ‘Tabrees, September 80, 1904. 
M, BODILORICH, the Manager of the Russian “Banque d’Escompte” here, 
informs mo that when the railway from Erivan to Julfa is completed in June 1905, it 
it intended to establish a service of motor-cars for goods and passengers on the new 
Russian road from Julfa to Tabreez, which will enable the distance—about 75 miles—to 
be covered in three or four hours, and will thus bring the capital of Azerbaijan into 
immediate proximity with the Russian railway systom. I gather that the motor-car 
sorvieo will be continued from Tubreez to ‘Tehran, but. that work in this section of the 
road has been post pone 
the Russian 
1 of eotamniniie 
11 Bank Manager appeared to be unaware—nor do I think it n 
alten him—of the motor-ear monopoly recently given, as reported in my despatch 
No, 157 cf the 2th July, tolthe Banved Dowleh, which will havo to be reckoned with 
holore the Russians can establish a motor-car service on this road, and which may, 
therefore, become a political fictor of some practical importance, I may mention 
this connection that the Sanised-Dowleh is trying to raise a lown from the Imperial 
Bank of Persia to bring out some motor-cars, but that the Chie? Manager of the Bank 
doos not sou at present disposed to oblige him, an attitude which 1 think, under the 
s, rather regrettable, 










































eiroumstiane 





Thave, &o, 
(Signed) ARTHUR H, HARDINGE. 











No, 65. 





Mr. Grant Dif to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received November 21.) 


(No. 191, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 26, 1904. 
IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s telegram No. 63. of 
the Gt instant on the subject of the Hashmat-ul-Mulk, Lent on Sunday last to see the 
Grand On iy arrival at his house [ was shown into a large room where, to my 
surprise, found his Highuess praying, He took no notice whatever of my presence, 
aud continued for about ten mintues at his devotions. He then sat down, and after the 
usual compliments, I spoke to his Highness in the sense of your Lordship’s instructions. 
He protessed to know nothing of the correspondence which has recently taken place 
botiveen the two Governments in regard to the Goveruorship of Seistan, and asked me to 
ive himashort résumé of the fucts, 1 accordingly gave his Highness an account of 
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what had passed since my telegram No. 102 of the 24th September, in which I had-the 
honour to report to your Lordship that it was the intention of the Persian Government 
to keep the Hashmai-ul-Mulk in Tehran, 

‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh said he would ask the Minister for Foreign Affairs to let him see 
the papers connected with the affair, but thought I liad better discuss the question of the 
Hashmat’s removal with his Excellency, who was better acquainted with Foreign. Affairs 
than himself, He could, however, assure me that the rumour that the Yamin-i-Nizam would 
be appointed Governor of Seistan was devoid of foundation, and that should any change 
be made in the administration of that province, the interests of His Majesty's Government 
would be carefully considered, As his Highness really appeared to know nothing of 
the correspondence which has passed, I then turned the conversation on to other 
subjects. 

On the following day I received a message from the Mushir-ed-Dowleh to the effect 
that he wished to. speak to me about the Hashmat-ul-Mulk. I at once called on his 
Exeelleney, to whom I had two days previously also spoken in the sense of the 
instructions conveyed to me in your Lordship's telegram No. 65 of the 21st October, 

‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh asked me to give him an account of my conversation with 
the Grand Vizier, and on my doing so, listened attentively, taking notes of what I had 
said, His Excellency then observed that he had sent for me to make a frank statement of 
the policy of the Persian Government in regard to Seistan, 

‘That. province was situated, his Excellency said, as it were between two millstones, 
one of which as England and the other Russia, It was the gate of India and it was only 
natural that Great Britain should consider the maintenance of order on the frontier to be 
a matter of vital importance. England had both political and commercial interests in 
Scistan, while the Persian Government quite recognized that Russia had neither. It was, 
therefore, clearly to the interests of both England and Persia that: the Local Government 
of Seistan should be administered by an official who was not only’ a capable Governor, 
but who was also fully cognizant of the political situation and alive to the intrigues of 
Rosia, ‘The Hashmat-ul 
strongly, was utterly 
murilers, and wa 
































which was guaranteed by Hi 
interfered with the undoubted 





incapable. official, how 
ation of order in Seistan or 
‘The ‘Treaties in force made it 
stan and all that the Persian 
the balance between the rival Powers in that 
‘dent that if the Pe pment, who must surely be better 
informed than any one else of the views of both Russia und England in regard to Seistan, 
were prevented from governing the province in their own way, they could not be held 
responsible for the maintenanee of that order which His Majesty's Government no doubt 
wished to see in a province bordering on the dominion of His Majesty the King- 
Emperor. 

I pointed out to his Excellency that the Persian Government were mistaken in 
supposing that His Majesty’s Government had any desiro to interfere in the internal 
affoirs of Persia, but they considered the maintenance of the status quo in Scistan 
essential to theit interests in Eastern Persia, ‘The Governorship of Seistan had been 
vested for some time in the family of the Hashinat-ul-Mulk and His Majesty's Govern- 
ment feared, with good reason, that his removal might bring about a state of affuirs on 
the frontier which would materially affect interests which were, as his Excellency know, 
much greater than those of any other Power, It was hardly necessaty for we to’ remind 
his Excellency that far from having adopted a hostile attitude with regard to the Selstan 
question, His Majesty's Government were maintaining there, at great expense, a Com- 

ission which had already demarcated the frontier between Persia and Afghanistan, thus 
permanently settling questions which had constantly been a source of grave anxiety to the 
Governments of Uoth countries. ‘This fuct alone should make it clear that the intentions 
of His Majesty's Government were friendly and should incline His Majesty the Shah to 
give way on a point to which England attached so much importance. [ observed that 1 
Was unable to see in what way it would derogate from the dignity of His Imperial 
Majesty if the Hashmat were permitted to resume a Governorship which, after all, he had 
inherited from bis father. I would, however, place the views of the Persian Government. 
before your Lordship. 








rovinee, It was 
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T then referred to the constant complaints 1 had received from His Majesty’s Consul 
in Sei-tan in regard to the Yamin-i-Nizam. His Majesty's Government had, during the 
last two vears had three different Consuls in Seistan, All these officers, who were men of 
very different character, had complained of him and had strongly suspected him of pro- 
Russian leanings. His Excelleney replied that the Russian Legation complained that the 
Yamin-i-Nizam favoured the British, and this proved that he was a loyal servant to the 
Shah and remained neutral between the rival parties. In answer to this I quoted a 
number of cases in which the Yamin had shown a distinct ‘and other which 
hhe had been extremely uncivil, not to say insulting, to His Majesty's Representative at 
Nasratabad, 

His Excellency said that he regretted what had taken place, but could not hold out 
any prospect of the Yamin's 1 fle, however, confirmed what the Grand Vi 
told mie as to there being no truth in the rumour of the approaching appointment of the 
Yamin as Governor of Seis 

Vthink the Mushir-ed-Dowlet 
Mull is an 
probably no exception to the rule 

I do not know t 
people, as he 
nynievous 






































n> doubt, correct in stating that the Hashmat 
Is are inetficient, and he is 
















at he has tortured 
on with one of the 
Seistan against him. It is also 








erred by His Majesty’s Consulate 
true th dicted to smoking opiun 

Iris, however, by no means certain that even if the Hushmat-ul-Mull: were removed, 
an éven more incompetent official might not be appointed in his place, while the fact th 
his family tins for some tine ruled Scistan undoubtedly gives hint a certain prestige 
Eastern Porsin, 

Unless His Majesty's Government thinks fit to bring strong pressure to bear on t 
Persian Government the stay of the Hashmet in ‘Tehran will probably: be indefivitely 
prolonged, Fven if he is eventually allowed to resuine his Governorship, his position in 
Scistion will be intolerable if the Yamin-ieNi mins to intrigue against him, and 
Gnbroil hin with the Centeal Goveeninent, It is, of course, fie your Loedship to judas 
Whither or not the retention of the Hashisat in power is of Sufficient importance to 
Sitirant tikings strong measures, such, for instance, as the occupation of Nasratabad b 
Tiitish troops should the Persian Goverament decline to accede to our demands, ‘The 
prGcue tine is, perhaps, favourable for such a step, in view of he fuct that Russta is 
likely: to be occupied elsewhere fir some time ta come. Ik is ot for offe 
‘opinion with respect to sack a question, but 1 would respecttall ajesty’s 
Government has for so long insisted on the finportance of the’ retention of the Hashmat- 
uleMulk as Governor of Stistan it would hardly increase our prestige in Pers 
in his remo 

Your Lordship will, however, gather frou what [flav 
Worthy abject of our solicitude, atud that bis power i 
by the Central Government acting through the Yai 












































id) that he is not a very 
istan will be entirely neutralized 
Nizam. 






















After Sinz a few current eases of merely local importance f remained sit 
With the Mushir-cd-Dowlel, aud lind & long ani iiteresting private ation with his 
Excellency as to the present state of Persis L remarked that I hal known Persia for the 
list twelve yeurs and: inquired whether 19 thinking the condition of the 
Country vas'steadily growing worse, Yess you are quite right, the futs 
of Persia is dark (Bali, Sahih goftid, atieh-i-lran taril ast’). 1 asked to what his 








Hxcelleney: attributed the proseut lamentable state of alfaisy tn 
fawous a histony, and which lis known periods of such wonderful prosperity as for 
instance under the Sissinian dynusty. Excellency replied that. hie considered there 
were three prineipal ‘ondition to which Persia has been reduced, 
1, ‘Phe rivalry of Great Batuin and Russi 
‘The inereasiuig power of the Mollahs. 
3, ‘Che incapacity of the Shab, 
1 nay say that his: Hxeclleney ned the third reason in a very veiled manner, 
Nuit left no doubt im my snind as to his meaning. He then proceeded to de 
Above reasons. When’ Great Brituin asked the Persia Government for a 
Rossin ushed foran ell 


country which has so 





















nt 
it was used to increase her 
power in the country fi i from fear of Russi 
sepesio) hatte ine to niect the vi 

Is Mujesty'’s G i 
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graph Extensions. ‘The powers of the Mollahs were increasing day by day, and were 
Perhaps even more deadly to progress than the other causes he had referred to. 
Nasr-e4-Din Shah, who was in many ways an enlightened Ruler m fatal mistake 
when to the pressure of the Mollahs by abolishing the Résie. ‘The priests saw 
in the introduction of civilization the ruin of their own interests. I suggested that the 
late Amir Abdurrahman Kian understood the method of dealing with reiractory Mollahs. 
The Mushir-ed-Dowleh replied that the late Amir was aman, but that the Shah was almost. 
a Mollah himself. ‘The priests had got the Shah absolutely into. their hands. and they. 
worked on His Majesty's fears of the next world to increase their own powers and wealth 
in this world, 





















fe monarchies, all reform or change comes from tl 
folly, uad cowardice of the Shah wid his courtiers arc 
well known to your Lordship, and can scarcely be exwggerated, ‘The state of the Court 
of Tehran can only be paralleled by that: of Byzantium in the worst days, while the 
Government of King Bomba wasenlightened in comparison with that under which this 
uniiappy country now groans. 
appearance of earniestness of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, He repeated 
nd over again, “What I have said about the Hashmat-ul-Mulk is the truth and 
Dat the trat rnestly beg you to try to induce His Majesty's Government: 
ive way on us serious embarrassment, and will not in the end be 
verument are fully alive to the situation and will do. 
}. interests in Seistan if they are only given a chance, as 
rests in that resion as one and the same,” 
«i-Dowleh forsome years and have poor opinion 
judge, he was, in this instance, approximatel 


and I believe that what T have reported correctly represents the policy of the 



























regard! British and Persia 
Thave known the Mush 
honesty; butas farnas 1 can ji 
truth 








Persian Government in Seistan, 


1 have, &, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUE. 








Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Réceiveit November 21.) 


(No..870. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 14, 1904. 
TN accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship's despateh No, 10 
of thie 29th August, Sir Nicholas O'Conor addressed a note verdale to the Sublimo Porte, 
eopy of which I have the honour to inclose herewith, drawing attention to the frost 
acts of pitacy committed in the Persian G 
Tnow learn from. confidential som 


Interior, has telegraphed! to the Vali of Bussoraly sixting that ‘tle frequent. recur- 
rence of piracy, 


part of the British E 




































Lhave, &e. 
ned) Wa 





UTER TOWNLEY, 








Inclosure in No. 66, 
Note Verbale, 


WITIL reference to the notice of the Sublime Porte of the 15th December last, 
relative to tlie action taken by the Imperial authorities with a view to the suppression of 
piracy, His Majesty’s Embassy has the honour to state that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment have been notified of fresh acts of piracy on the part of the well-known pirate, 
Alimed-bin-Selman, who, with niue companions, has been allowed to commander 
dhows at Samoon, near Katif, and has already pirated one peasling dhow off Ras 
Razan, 

‘The Sublime Porte will recollect that last year they promised to make the most 
Vigorous efforts for the suppression of pirtey in the Persian Gulf, but the facts now 
quoted show that the Turkish local authorities have been unsuecessful in dealing with 
the matter 

His Majesty's Embassy has accordingly been instructed by the British Governe 
ment to again urge on the Sublime Porte the necessity of taking immediate and 
energetic measures to mect the evil, and the Embassy is to sug, 
Porte, when 1s the competent authorities in the ab 
to concert n res with the British men-ol-war, whos 
in the Persian Gulf have been authorized to 
the depradations in question, 

(Signed) WALYER TOWNLEY. 
‘Therapie, September 13, 1904 





No. 67. 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 21.) 


(No. 881, Confidential) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 15, 190 

L HAVE ascertained from a confidential source, which I have reason to believe 
ix quite reliablo, that the turbulent tribes of the Ye the Turkish 
authorities much trouble. tis reported that tacked the village of 
‘Hafash in, considerable force, killing 400 of the inhabitants and exterminating the 

lotachimont posted there. In consequence of the difficulty of displacing 

troops from other important posts which Haye to be held, the Turkish Government 

nds itsolf obliged to rely upon the doubtful assistance of certain native Sheikhs who 
have been sent against the rebicls. 

Later information is to the elfect that the vebellion is already spreading, that the 
tribes of the Zcidi sect are collecting men and spending money in the cause, and 
that Sanna itsel n danger, ‘The Vali of the Yemen, in reporting the above, says 
tha unless three months? rations and a suf Jitary foree and munitions are sent 
at once the position of the vilayet will become desperat 

‘he authorities here are Very. reticent about affairs in the Yemen and As 
generally, aud it is particularly ditticult for this Embassy to acquire reliable official 
information upon the subject, since it is moro than probable that British intrigues are 
believed to be ot tho bottom of the rebellion, T have, however, reason to believe that 
Orders ave heen ise forthe dispate. ofa military expedition to the spot 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 





No. 68. 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 21.) 
(No. $82) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 15, 1904. 
‘THE Minister for Woreiga Affairs having told Mr. Marinitsch, Acting First 


Dragoman, in the course of last week, that there was reason to hope that the Aden 
frontier question would shortly be satisfactorily settled, I took occasion yesterday to 
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tell his Excellency that, though such a settlement would be extremely agreeable to mo, 
T could not see how it could be arrived at, unless the Turkish Government were 
prepared to carry out the arrangement as proposed in Sir Nicholas O’Conor's Memoranda, 
which had been approved of by the Council of Ministers, and bad, as he had himself 
repeatedly assured me, received the Imperial sanction. Unfortunately, 1 said, it 
appeared that the Sultan had been misled by his advisers, who had imbued Hi 

with a belief that Turkey was surrendering territory to Great Britain, whei 

exact contrary was really the case. 

His Majesty's Government, in a spirit of conciliation, and in order not to wound 
certain Turkish susceptibilities, had consented to make an arrangement by which, in 
return for a lien on the territory ceded, they surrendered a large slice of undoubted 
Subaihi territory to Turkey on the western end of the frontier line. As regarded. the 
north-eastern end of the frontier, the British Goverament quite agreed that we are 
mutually bound by the line drawn from Lakmet-es-Schub to the desert, as approved by 
the Imperial Iradé of the 13th February, 1903, We did not desire to depart from that 
ine, but. it had been considered desirable to place on record the fact, of which the 
British Government have indisputable documentary evidence, that the tribes of Nawa, 
Rubeaten, Dhabiani, and Juban, through which the hard-and-fast line passes, have from 
time immemorial been dependencies of the Yallai. 

‘The Minister replied that the Sultan had now asked for further information about 
the question, and wished to know what were the points that remained open for 
discussion. In answor to this inquiry, he had sent all the later documents to the 
Palace, and had stated that if instructed to reopen negotiations with me, he would not 
know where to begin, since all the points had already becn agreed upon. His 
Excellency added that he was shy of saying anything more, since his previous aysurances 
had been so unfortunate, but that he hoped that the matter would be soon acttled, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 





No. 6 


Admiralty to Foreign Office (Received November 21.) 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Admiralty, November 21, 1904. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 19th instant, Lam commanded by. my 
Lonls Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the information of the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram, dated the 19th instant, which has 
boon sent to the Officer Commanding His Majesty's ship “Proserpine” respecting his 
proposed visit to Sheikh Said, 

Tam, & 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 


Inclosure in No, 69. 
Admiralty to Officer Commanding His Majesty's ship “ Proserpine.” 
(Totegraphie) Admiralty, November 19, 1904, 
YOUR telegram of 17th instant. 
Foreign Office does not, consider present moment appropriate for paying a 


eonspllasalary visit to a Turkish official at Sheikh Said. You are therefore not to 
lo 50, 





No. 70. 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.— (Received November 21.) 


Tehran, November 21, 1904, 
ZRAPHIC report, dated the 18th November, received from’ Colonel 
MacMahon to-day, states that he completed the demareation of the straight line from 
‘Kub-i-Malik-i-Siah to Kuhak on that date. e 








No. 71. 


‘Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received November 21. 


(No. 187.) 
(Delegraphic.) P, 

HENJAM-BUNDER ABBAS telegraph line ete 

Thave heen pressing the Persian Government to allow us to construct this line. 
hey have addressed me a note stating that they themselves intend to undertake its 
construction, I am informed by the Minister of Telegraphs iit he has been 
instructed to furnish a a 
Lae resin aise: seria iueltos are aihererpinamente en 
doubtful whether anything will be done. 

(Sent to India.) 


Tehran, November 21, 1904. 





No. 72. 


Foreign Office to Mr. Grant Duff 
(seat Foreign Office, Noreniber 22, 1905. 
A muviler 
With, refercuco. to y y 
uk United § . might 
sof false witnesses: and 
by stimsingy up a clerical usitation, We theretory it inexpedient to ask for his 
trial, rand i shen the proper time comes (ie,, after the accomplices lave been 
Hit), to-domind his punishment, 4 ; 
coat moval oF Mold wht the Vali bas promised, should in the mneantime 
Lo alte 





No. 75. 
Lilia Office to Foreign Office —(Reevived November 23.) 


TITE Under-Seoret of State for Tndia presents his compliments to tle Under- 
Of Stile tor Foreizi Afhirs, ant, by diveetion of Mr. Socretary Brodrick, 
horewith, for the information of the tary of State, eopy of a telegram to 
hited the 21st justant, relative to the proposed visit of the Aden Delinit 
tion Commissioners to Sheikh Said, 


Diilia Office, November 22, 1904, 


Inclosure in No, 
Mr; Brodrick to Goverament of India. 


(Volegmiphie) 2. India Office, November 21, 18104, 

ADEN Delimitation, _ 

Officer Commanding Tis Majesty sship “ Proserpine "thas proposed that he stiould 
pay friondly visit 0 Commandant at Sheikh ‘d by British Commis 
signers. Having regard, however, to interest id by French Govern 
mont, and to the attitude of the Warkish Government, proposal is consiteres! inex- 
pedient, and Olficee Commanding has been informed accordingly, Please 
Fitzmaurice that any visit to Sheikh Said is undesirable 

(Repeated to Aden.) 
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No. 74. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 28.) 


Sir, India Office, November 23, 1904. 

1 AM ditected by Mr. Secretary Brodrick to invite the attention of the Marquess of 
Lansdowne to the telesran from the Viceroy of the 27th ultimo, as to the steps 
to be taken to secure the control of our officers over quarantine arrangements at 
Kernanshah and the ports of the Persian Gulf, ‘The existing arrangements as to the 
latter \sere described in the Viceroy’s telegram of the 12th August, 1903, of which a copy 
is inclosed for convenience of reference. 

Mr. Brodrick understands from Mr. Grant Dufl’s telegram No. 120 of the Ist 
November, that it has been arranged that the question of quarantine in. the Persian 
Gulf is not to be raised till M. return to Tehran in December, He would, 
however, take the occasion to say that, as at present advised, lie agrees with the Govern: 
ment of Tndin in thinking that any modification of the procedure for communicating the 

nstructions of the Persian Government to the Indian quarantine doctors, such ns. 8 
indicated in Sin A. Hardinge’s despatches Nos. 143 and 152 of the ard and 16th 
Aizust, 1904, should he subject to a definite understindiug ax to our right to nominate 
officers to swliom the advniuistration of quarantine, independently of the Customs Depart 
ment, shall be inteusted by the Persian Goverment. 

Teennds the sucgestion to) secure the control of the quarantine arrangements at 
Kerninshah by our Consular Mr, Brodrick is of opinion that, should an 
opportunity present itself, it woul be desirable to rai 

Ir will ho seen that the latter part of the Vice 
referred to. in Mr. Campbells letter of the 22nd S Phe Government of 
Iudin will e iP to improve the quality of the medical subordinates employed) though 

hot definitely: propose. to provide Kuropeans fori the work, ‘They also’ cypress 
doubts as to the advantage of offering to pay the officers ourselves unless the Petstan 
Government press the point 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODERY. 


$< 


Inclosure in No. 74 


Government of India to Mr, Brodrict 
(Telegraphic.) BP. August 12, 1903, 
WITH reference to your telegram of the Sth, and those from the Minister at 
Tehran of the 7th and Sth, we are in a position to state positively that itis the intention 
e Persian Government to place the quarantine anangements in the Persiim Galt 
under the Belgian Customs Department, Acting upon instructions from. heid-yuarters 
x of Customs at Mohatninerah has instructed: his subordinates 10. subject 
rivals from Bahrein to quarantine, in, contravention of the Venice Convention, Buren 
nz been pronounced free from plague on the 1th ultimo, It is also, within our 
at at Bunder Abbas the Customs ofive 1 instructed to, take over 
untine arrangements, anid we also hear from the Resident in the 
that the quarantine officer at Jusk is being interfered with by the Custolis 
officer there. 
The only connection that the Customs Department tins hitherto hail with 
been that they ultimately receive the fees. Tn. our view it is ubsolutely 
uriqualified for the management of the arrangements, and ite pattizanship is a mutter of: 
conimon Knowledge, ‘She strongest protest sliould, in our opition, be made to the Persian 
Goverayent against a change by which British interests would be so. inju sly 
affected. Persia has been protected by the existing arrangements which have worked 
At Moliammcrah, Binder Abbas, und Lingah, three Assistuit Surgeons are 
employed on quarantine duties exclusively. The Assistant Surgeons attached to th 
Residénoy and telegraph station perform the work at Bushire ahd Jask respi 
Ale espense cannot be serious, and probably amounts to fess than, 12,000. rap 
We will telegraph the exact amount when we receive a reply to our inqulr 
quite contraty to. reason that, while Persia pays for a Russian cordo 
political purposes in the north, India should have to bear the whole eharge of Persian 
quarantine we south, and we should only xecept the ability on the condition—which, 
[1780 8 
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however, is merely a detail—that the cost should be added to our loan secured on the 
Tevenues of the Gulf ports. In our view, the change of existing quarantine arrange. 
ments is both uncalled tor and unfriendly in the circumstances. We trust that the principle 
that quarantine arrangements in the Gulf can be radically changed without our knowledge 
or consent, or that British trade, the tonnage of which amounts to YO per cent. of the 
total, can be hampered by a service of foreigners, employed expressly for the purpose, 
will be firmly resisted by His Majesty’s Government, 





No. 75. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receivei November 28.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Unider-Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary 
Brodrick; forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of 
m to the Viceroy, dated fle 16th November, relative to the Meshed-Scistan 

ph 


India Office, November 28, 1904. 
Tnclosure in No, 75, 
Mr, Hirodrick to Government of India, 


(elogmphic,) P, Noreniler 18, 1004. 

MESITED-SEISTAN telegraph line. Pi gram of the 12th instant 
fron Mis Majesty's Chargé dATfaires at ehran, He was instructed in reply, on. the 
Lith instant, tat Persian Government should be informed tlint His Majesty's 
Goyernment will demind the right to place an equal number of British signallers on 
the line in the event of the Persian Government agreeing to the appointment of 
additional Russian signallers, 





No, 76. 
Indi Office to Horeign Office (Received November 2.) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Nonvign Atfaiss, and, by din f 5 y Brodrick 
forwards herewith, for the information of the ‘aie, copy of a telegram 
to the Vieuroy, dited the 16th November, Kavun irrigation, 


India Office, Novenber 23, 1904. 


Tnelosure in No. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(elographio,) P. Initia Office, November 16, 1905, 
KARUN imigation: Your telegram of the 12th November. 
is Majesty's Government eonsider that, in the circumstances, scheme of mere 
inspection ns described hy you will havo to suffice. Arrangements should be made in 
accordance with instructions contained in am of the Oth instant for enginee 
to siart at an early date, 





o7 
No. 77. 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received November 24.) 
(No. 138.) 
Tehran, November 24, 1904, 
of India’s telegram of the 
21st November, the Mushir-ed-Dowleh is 
ight agree to our constructing the line if, in roturn for 
Payment, we subsequently handed it over to the Persian Government, 
The Persian Government might not beable to find the money when due, and 
they have no means of laying or keeping up the eables. 
(Sent to India.) 





No. 78, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Du F 
(No. 153.) fi 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 24, 1904. 

I TTAVE been in communication with the Secrotary of State for Indin regarding 
Sir A. Hardinge’s despatches Nos, 143 and 170 of the Sra August and dth September 
last on the subject of the quarantine arrangements in the Persian Gulf, and T-have to 
inform you that Sir A. Hardinge’s action as therein reported has the approval of Hig 
Majesty's Government, 

T concur in the opinion of Mr, Secretary Brod 

inelosed.° that the position of is Majesty's Ministor with regard to 

the new Sanitary Council shiould be one of reserve until it 48 seen more elon 
the Council is likely to give practical in the sanitary management of the 
Gulf, or to be obstructive and hos 

Nour attention is specially drawn to the eorespondonce respecting the establish: 
ment of sanitary station at Ormuz inclosed in the lotter from the Indin Ofleo, 
T have, &e, 
wed) LANSDOWNE, 





No. 79, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Foreign Office, November 24, 1904, 
quess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the teevipt of your 
tive to Muscat, 

in Mr. Brodrick’s proposal to approve the instructions 
given by the Government of tical Axent at Muscat in regard to the 
information desired by the United States’ Government, 
as Lordship vill take an carly opportunity of again pressing the French 
ador for the list of French flagholders, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ELDON Gorst, 





No. 80, 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 26.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Georetary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by divection of Mr. Secretary Broseok, 
forvards Rerewith, for the information of the Sooretary of Slate, copy of a telogten, 
to the Viceroy, dated the 22nd instant, relative to the Hashtadan question, 

India Office, November 25, 1904, 


ee 
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Tnelosure in No. 80. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(Pelexraphic.) P. India Office, November 22, 1904. 
. Your telegram of the 2nd instant, 

ajesty's Government approve instructions which you propose to give to Dane. 
Te seems desirable, however, that Amecr should be told frankly that foro is every 
probability that in this matter Persian Goverument is receiving encouragement from 
Russia, laiter's object being to provoke collision in which she will support Persia 
Hint that Award may nob altogether mest. Ameor's vi 
him hy Daue, if this is considered expeidient 
posse 


Hit also he conveyed to 
f information which you 





0. 81. 
Mr Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne-—(Received November 26.) 


«No. 140.) 

(Pelorraphie:) P. Tehran, Novenbrr 26, 1904, 
IMULVANEOUSLY with your Lovdship’s telugeam No. 72, 1 weecived two 
rims from Major Cough, which wore dated the 20th and 21st November, He 

pints thal, while accompanied by his escort in uniforin 2 miles frony Ueml he was 
allacked hy: Kunis in thie day-timo/on the 19th instint. Ther 

Major Gough states tha 
Hol he safe, snd says think Yer’ 

1 shall dematidl from the d-Dawleh, whom Tam sevine to-day. that 
immediate steps he taken nui Kurds, and that the present incompetent a 
hostile Governor aud the Mollal: be vemoved, anid L shall add that the Persian Governe 
mont will he Meld responsible for tho: safety: oF British subjects at Unni ly Liv 

Goyosiinient 


Dini the last five weeks, Tateed not remind your Lordship: that three of our 
officers inv Porsin have hieen attacked. 

T shall seo Mio Grand Visior ns soon ns possible, 1 
Will Hike stone action, asthe Persian Goverament is m rifling with us, and 
me However string, produce ut little effect when delivered to the present 
Governing 

Sent to Fudia,) 


our Lordship. 


No. 82. 
Wr, Grant Duff to tin Marquess of Ginsilowne—(Roreived November 25,) 


(N0.28. Commieteint,) 
My Lord, Tehran, October 
WIM veferonee to my despnteh No. Commorcial, of the 25th Ap 
honour to report that, wee to adespateh recently received by me frou 
ty’s Hesident iw the Porsiun Gulf, seven of the buoys broil 
the Russia steamer * Jupiter’ have heen put down in the faire 
pont hy the Customs Department 
T have, & 
(Signed) 





Mr, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdoirne,— (Received November 
(Xo.192)) 


My Lord. Tehran, Novenber , 1904. 
EN confirmation of my telegram. No, 114 of the 28nd ultimo, | have the Honour 
to report that the Mushir-cd-Dowleh informed me on that day that the Persian 


oy 


Government were negotiating, both here and at St. Petersburzh, for the withdrawal 
of all the Russian guards now stationed in Persian territory. His xcelleney expressed 
the hope that, should the Russian Government agree to this step, His Majesty's 
Government would also see their way to the withdrawal of their Consular and other 
guards. In answer to an inquiry, his xcelleney added that the withdrawal of the 
Russian guards referred to would not include the Russian officers and non-commissioned 
officers attached to the Cossack Brigade in the service of the Shah, 

I replied that I had no instructions to discuss the matter with his Excellency, 
but would lose no time in informing your Lordship of the views of the Persian 
Government. 

ve recently had considerable trouble with the Persian Government in rexard to 
dine of escorts of avilry destined for the Ahwaz and Kermanshah Cone 
sulates. These escorts are now either at their posts or on the way thither, and 1 have 
obtained a verbal promise from the Mushirsed-Dowleh that, pending the result of any 
negotiations which may take place with His Majesty’s Government respecting the question 
of Consular guards, no further diffcalties will be made on the part of the Persian 
Governnient to the landing of our escorts and reliels, or to the free entry of their arms 
and auumunition, 

On a subsequent occasion the Mushir-ed-Dowleh inquired what view 1 thought His 
Majesty's Government would take of a request by the Persian Government for the with 
drawal of the British Consular escorts, T replied that T could ouly answer his Excellency’ 
question unofficially, but that 1 thought it unlikely that His Majesty's Government would 
be able to et the views of the Persian Government if such a. request were made, 1 
observed that many: parts of Persin were in a chronic state of unrest, dnd that the guards 
which might be supy y the local authorities for the protection of our. different 
Consulates would, in my opinion, be wholly useless in case of popular disturbances directed 
agaiust Europeans. His Excellency demurred to this view, but he is really fully. aware 
that the wretched tatterdemalions who compose the Persian army are not only utterly 
inefficient as soldiers, but would be the first to rob or murder the Enropeans if they coulit 
do so with impunity, 

1 then inquired whether, supposing His Majesty's Government consented to remove 
their Consular euards from Persian territory, the Government. of His Majesty the Shah 
would be preyared to permit the formation ofa brigade, similar to. the Cossack Brigade, 

uinded by British officers. 

lis Eacelleney, with some confusion, replied that that was a matter on which lie 
could not pronounce an opinion, and which did not appear to concern tho question of 
Consular guards. 1 remarked that I regretted that f could not concur in his Bxeelloney's 

Tcouid state with some confidence that even if an arrangement were arrived’ nt 

His Majesty's Government and the Shah's Government for the withdrawal of 

the British Consular and other guards, ay essential feature of such an arangement 

Nould probably be an assurance that the present Cossack Brigale would he abolished, 
or that a similar brigade, commanded by British officers, would be instituted, 

1 warned his Excellency, however, that T'was. nierely stating my own opinion as to 
the probable views of His Majesty's Government with regard to the matter, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUE 





No. 64, 
Ar. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received Noveniber 28.) 


(0.195 
My Lond, Telran, November 3, 1904, 
T HAVE the honour to. tra your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch 
fron His Majesty's Const that the escort of the Iussiau Consulate 
at provines has heen incre 1 Cossacks, amd will probably: be 
further strengthened. 
Gn receipt of Captain MacPherson’ T brought the matter verbally. to the 
ice of the Mishir-ed-Dowleh. His Excellency stated that lie was already aware of 
the increase in the Russian escort in. & He added that the whole question of 


Consular guards was at present the subject of negetiations with the Russian Government, 
[1780] ay 
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and that until some decision had been arrived at no steps could be taken in the matter 
by the Persian Government, ‘ 

Thave had the Lonour to bring the question of Consular guards to your Lordship's 
notice in a separate despatch, 


GRANT DUFF, 


Inclosure in No. 84. 
Consul MacPherson to Sir A. Hardinge, 


1466, Confidential.) 

, : Seistan, October 5, 1904. 

THWAVE the honour to report, for your information and such’action as you mia 
consider necessary, (at the strength of the c in Seistan, so’ far as 
rave heen able to 1 from the reports of news-writers and others, is twenty-seven 
Cossacks, and that it is commonly Welieved this number is to be shortly increased to 
thirty. 

‘T wrote officially the other day guzar, asking him to furnish me with the 
exact nmiber for thé iuformation of my Government, but he seemed to think T was not 
entitled to ask stich a question, and declined to give me the information, 

Nhe Karyuzar hud, however, admitted 10 nie verbully about month ago that the 
strength of the escort was Hventysiive amen, and sivce then the numbers have been 
further inerensed by the addition of upl of Cossicks, who came down with 

Dental. A fouisonelii,” moreover, as reported in my for the Ist September, 

that the UL of the escort here was to be twenty men, 80 
there is Tithe doubt this number is correet, 

As itis getting on for two months since the escort eame to Seistan, and there is no 
till oF sending s of the mon, itseems probable that the present umnbers are 
intouded to re : ntly, 

It fi to be strength of the British escort here, as rec 
ihr » tative and twenty men, The strength of the Russian 

cess of that of the British, 
formation, to the Government of 


» Ke, 
R. D, AiacPHERSO: 





Mr. Grant Diff to the Marquess of Laisitowne.—( Received November 28.) 


(No. 197.) “ 
My La Tehran, Noember 8, 1904. 
WITH veforonee to my despatch No. 188 of (he 12th ultimo, and 40 my telegram 
No, 112 of the 20th, 1 have the honour to indlose herewith copies of further eor 
the Urini inurders case, 
n from th 1 to the Persian Government, translation of 
liso, is tre saceount of what hs occurred. the local authorities ab 
aihrows would appear at length ti 1 steps for the arrust of the accomplices 
in the murder, 1 have, he i confitibation of the death of these 
persons from vither Acting ConsulsCeneral Stevens or Major Gough. 1 teh 
at once to Taber on 8 tele the Mus! 
Stevens’ Report as to 
© inform 5 


Kiharput, Mi Sp rounistances of 
Mi, Labivee's murder, mm vid Urmi 
and Tubrez, [should be ob your Lordship struct at Tine 1 
should take regarding the panishment of Soyed Ghai principal murderer 
e fet that this Seyed will make the Persian Government exceed- 
‘orse to lis being executed, the more so us hie will probably be able to offer 


7 


a considerable sum of money to save his life. At the same time he is a criminal of 
the worst kind, and has committed several murders besides those of Messrs, Daniel 
and Lsbaree, In the interests of the British and American missiouaties in. Porsin, 
and, indeed, of Europeans in general, it is very desirable that crimes such a9 those 
committed by Seyed Ghaffar should be punished with the utmost rigour. ‘The condition 
of the count ry one will adi y growing worse, and unless 
attacks on Enropeans aro severely dealt with, similar incidents may in’ the future 
increase in number. 

Tneed not remind your Lordship of the recent attack on Colonel Douglas and 
Mr. Lorimer on the Khoremabad-Disfal roads 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN DUFR, 


———————————— 


Inclosure 1 in No, 85. 
Note communicated by the Ain-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Grant Duff 


(ranstation,) October 18, 1904, 
I HAVE received your note of the 1 [2] th instant, vespecting the murders. of 
fel and Mr. Labaree at Urmi, In reply, 1 bog to state thit, according to 
y the Ministry for Forel you are nyvare, of the 
With regard to the rer of Mr, Labaree and his 
Accomp Previous correspondence and conversations on thé subject the British 
ation is aware that the Persian Government lins dono its best inthe mattor aed 
taken every mesure necessary, the result of which bas been the atest of Mis Ghatlie, 
i h for; anid the arrest of, the accomplices, in uecordanes with the 
* given by the American Legation in eompliatice with requests inde by the 
sary and stringent orders hiaye been sent, anid the resull soon 


gar to Haji Mirza Hussein Aghia, you uro well fuformed of previous 
correspondence ations on the subject. In spite of this, T have again written 
to the compe and await-an answer, Twill not fail to inform you of the 
result, 
Lavail, &e, 
(Signed and sealed) AIN-ED-DOWLEH. 


—— 


Inclosure 2 in No. 85, 


The Valiahd to the Sadr Azam—(Communicated to Hix Majesty's Legation by the Persian 
. Foreign Office.) 
(Telographic) Pabrees, October 31, 1904. 
{HIS morning, Monday, I received’ the following telegram ftom the. Said 
Lashker, who was seut to arrest Hassu, Napi, and other nocompliees of Mir Ghullar 
“By your Imperial Hi orders Twas searching for Hassu, Napi ... . and 
other acooinplices of Mir » Yesterday: afte 1 ruccived reports that they 
tad ‘come with horse- and footanen to Karel Kapak ‘Tepe, L pursued thom acl 
fought them at Harami Derreh,'The fighting lasted fom two hohre before cll wee 
Tour after sunset, and six of thein were killed, Napi und Hassu were decapitated, 


td) their heuds are here Our horsemen. showed great bravery, aud dosery 
indness.? 


The above is Said 


S form you that, tho men havo 
been punished, and, 


informed you, Mir Ghaffar is in prison. 








2 


No, 86, 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 28.) 


(No. 199, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Tehran, November 8, 1904, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith an intere: Memorandum by 
Mr, Churchill, Acting Oriental Sceretary, on the subject of His Imperial Highness the 
Valiahd and his two most influential cour 

T have, &, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN? DU 


Inclosure in No. 86. 
Memorandim by Mr. Churchill. 


His Imperial Highness the Valiahd, Mohammed ali Mirzo.—Born 1872. Eldest son 
of Mozafler-ed-Din Shah by Omm-n ter of Naser-ed-Iin Shah's m 
Grand Vizier, Mohammed ‘Taki Kh ivoreed. by the Shah, and a 
aliequered eatecr, is now the wile of a-certain Haji Nasit-eseSilianch, and lives in Tehran. 

in 1899, the dougliter of his Highness the N aneh, who is his only 
sos consiferabte influence over hin. 
aadzos-Sultanch, Hussei Kuli: Mirza, is about 9 
lives in Teh with his mother, who is not of noble birth, and was the Val 
concubine, ‘hey have apartments in the Shah's anderoon, and the boy is a great 
favourite of His Majesty's and a playniate of the Shah's young ‘aser-ed-Din 
Mirza, aved also § years. 

By the Naib's daughter the Valiahd has at present two so med Mehdi 
Mitzi, and Mohammed Hassan Mirza, aged respectively about 7 and, and two 
daughters, 

‘Dh Valinha suffers from yout, like his father, but appears to be otherwise in fairly 
Kooi) Uicaltl. He is fond oF shooting, tut is very short-sizhted, and always we 
speoticles, He was able, a year or two ago, notwithstanding his eorpulen 
“chappar? from Tal ran jn five days—a very fatiguing undertakin: 
often inthe saddle for many hours on shooting expeditions 
deal of spitits in the privney of the anderons, but his attitude tow 
and attendants is al 
nin, andl his present d 
Atubeu's, is a nosligible quantity: ina. His Private Secretary and confident 
Than, Benian-es-Sultinch, 1 merely’ head servants the chief of his chambe 
ul-Mamalek, attends only to bis department, of the Prin 
Cont, “Whe other members of His Highness’ suite ate lkewt 
dootors, Loghiian«uleMamalck, aud Dx. Coppi ily i 
described as zealous and attentive, but not as 


to him. 
consequence forced to resign. 
ud his retainers do not chrieli: themselves as did the pies ‘ ourage 
ut Tabreez, which afterwards invaded the Tehran Court, On the other band, he himself 
constantly buys villages, and is said to fave: accumulated a zood deal of landed property 
during the last few vents. He hus, however, borrowed 150,000 tomans (180,000) lately 
from the Russian Bank, but as his expenses are comparatively sinall, it is not known what 
he his cone with all this money, 
fis Russian tutor, M. Chapehal,aCrimenn Jew ani adventurer, who was at firs 
mistrusted by the Russians, has now been taken np by them, having in the m 
unobtrusively gained the Prince’ ‘The Prinee talks a little French, and 
in now read Russian, He is anxious to visit Enrope, and will no doubt do so 
he comes to the Throne 
Jn public atta ons of personal advantage would appear to wei 
in lis councils, er difficult to deal with, He is by 
straightforward, aiid is addicted to the universal Persfaa fi paking promises lic has 
ho intention whatever of Keeping. He is stubborn aud self-willed, especially where lis 
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sts are concerned, directly or indirectly. ‘The report that the Shah mizht 
to live for many years is not said to have caused rejoicings in the Tabreez 


late Vezir Darhar was in partne s in con- 
junetion with Dr. Coppin, tl ary physi he fs on 
the closest terms. 
He studied medicine in Paris, and was created Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur 
the French Goveranient. 
In 1899 he instituted a colieze at Tabreez, called the “ Reale Sujiérieure Loghunnid, 
fellow med Renard, whom lie appointed Director 
eich Government supports the enterprise, and supplies m Rretich and the 
have followed suit. The College is, however, temporarily clos gto the 
y. The Doghian' treats Renard us one of his family, and leaves 
of his houschold when Le aevompanies the Prince on his ours or to Celiran, 
is meals with the Lo ives the latter 
ich lessons. He has a son studying i id anothier with Lint, who. speuks 


h fucntly. He is supposed by some to be a Babi.” oyiny, no doubt, to his 
progressive tendencies. He 1s, at any nite, not a strict Mahommedin, ind despises the 


{His carcer will probably develop mich on the sume tines as that of the tate V 
Darbar when the Valiahd becomes Shah, as His Royal Highness reposes much confidence 
in him, though he is not influential at present 
Te speaks French very fluently, and is quite at home iu Kuropean society. He 
is good company and communicative, and probably about 50 yeurs old, 
nul Kassem Khan, is“ NuziniicWhelvat,” or chiel of 
sand mich trusted by His Imperial Hi ; three you 
is young man, where he learned French, whieh he speaks’ with 
tolerable Huency. bus good manners, and likes Buropean society, and when the Valiulid 
Uiecomes Shah hie will probably come to the tront. 
Benan-es-Sultanch, Seyed Abu. Torab Khan—A native of Kasay. Ue rose fron 
obscurity to be the Val and confidential man during. the lust few 
Is now in charge of His Iniperial Highness? finances, but is. always 
ni modest. Me js undoubtedly intelligent, und a shrewd wan ot business, whom 
his financial interests and to. follow his orders, Avoids 
ive, He ix said to have feathered his own nest, but 
stall house, and makes no Gutward show of means, 
ity be given a high post in connection with the Treasury or finances when the 
Viliahd sueveeds to the throne, Age about 50, ni a 
P, CHURCHILL, 


Teliran, November 8, 1904, 





Mr, (Received November 28,) 


(No, 200.) 
My Bord, Telaran, Novenber 8, 1904. 

TN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram No. 67 of 
the Sth instant, L addressed to the Persian Government the uote, copy of whieh I have 
the hononr to inclose, regarding the reported handing over of the Seistan telegraph line 
to the Russian Goyeroment. 

s I had the honour to report in my telegram No. 116 of the 27th ultimo, I ealled 
on the Mushir-cd-Dowleh avd informed him of the substanew of the Report which T had 
received from His Mujesty’s Const!-Genoral at Meshied, 

His Exeelloney adinitted that the report of the arrival of the five [uss ph 
employs was corréel, but denied that there was the slightest intention on the part of 
the Persian Government to hand over the Meshell-Seistan line to the Russian Goven 
ment. As to the permission stated to have been given to the Russian Government to 
construct a line from Astrabad or Kuchan to Meshed, his cy afected to know 
nothing of the matter, but promised to minke immediate inquiries, At a vubsequent 

(1780) 
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interview his Excellency said that ihis report was also quite without foundation, 
pressed his Excellency fo let me have 

to above are untrue, 

this, as His 


comparatively trust- 
Memorandum of his 
no doubt in Meshed, 

fan line, 
many of his dealings with 
natance, in the Urmi ease and as r n telegraph extension; and 
as his main policy is to keep foreign influence out of Persia, I hardly think that at 
present the Russian Goyernn din their designs on the Seistan line, But 
tle evil day is probably only nother Grand Vizier may be more ready to 
meet their views, ‘he Rissian reverses in Manchuria have no doubt affected their 
prestige hore, and this, to soine extent, assists the Grand Vizier in refusing to entertain 
their demands. How long the Ain-ed-Dowleh will continue in power is uncertain; but 
he is most unpopular with all classes, and there is a large and powerful party in 
‘Vohran who are working for the return of the Atabeg-i-Azam. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 87. 
Note communicated by Mr. Grant Duff to the Mushir-ed-Dowteh. 


Your Excellency, November 7, 1904. 
ober and on subsequent occasions I had the honour to bring to 
Your Excellency's notice that Thad received trustworthy information — 

1, That five additional Russian telegraph employes had arrived at Meshed. 

2. hat five more Russian telegraph employes expected at an early date at 
that place. 

De at the’ Rigniny Gorerantentyers shortly going to take over the Meshed— 
Seistun telograph-line, 

A ‘That a telegraph-line was to tie constructed by the Russian Government from 
Askabnd, vid Kuchan, to Meshed, thus bringing the whole line from Askabad to 
Nastatabad (Seistan) under Russian control, A 

[lost no time in bringing the report of the transfer of the Meshed-Seistan line to 
the knowledge oF Lord Lansdowne, 

Tam directed by his Lordship that, in view of the assurance given by you to His 
Majesty’s Minister in March last, His Majesty's Government are unable to aequiesce in 
the transfer of the Meshed-Scistan line to the Russian Government, and that if this step 
iy really contemplated His Majesty's Government will be compelled to place European 
Signallors at those posts on that line at which Russian telegraph employés are placed, — 1 
ann toadd that, if it be true that the Government of His Iinperial Majesty the Shah have 
consented to allow the Russian Government to construct a telegrapheline from Kuchan 
to Meshed, His Majesty's Government must again FESS stoonely to be permitted to 

et the Seistan line with Kuh-i-Malik-i-Siah and Henjam with Bunder Abbas, 

As Ilis Majesty's, Government attach great importance to the subject, 1 shall be 

1 obliged if your Uxcelleney would hie x0 good as to favour me at an early date with 
a written reply, stating what truth there is in the above reports, 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 87. 
Memorandum by Abbas Kuli Khan. 


1 CALLED yesterday afternoon on the Mokibar-ed-Dowleh, with the object of 
making inquiries ‘from him, first, as to the report of thie arrival of five Russian 
telezraphists at Meshed; secondly, as to whether the Russian Government vere going 
to take over the Meshed-Scistan telegraph-line ; and, thirdly, as to whether the Persian 
Government has allowed the Russians to construct’ a telegraph-line from Askabad to 
Meshed via Kuchan, 

With regard to the first question, the Mokhbar-ed-Dowleh informed me that some 
time ago five Russians, who vere alleged by the Russian Legation to bo telegraph 
gholams, arrived at Meshed, and his Excellen sked by the Russians here to allow 
the said gholams to work on the Seistan line, but he refused to do so, referring them to 
the Persian Government, who in their turn did the same, His Bxeelleney said, although 
these men are said to be telegraph gholams, they wear the usval Russian telegeaph 
uniform, and no doubt they are telegraphi 

With regard to the second question, the Mokhbar-ed-Dowleh said the Russiane 
pretend that, as the Seisian line has been one of the conditions of the Russian lonn, and 
it has been constructed out of that money, they have the right. of employing Russian 
signallers on that line, In reply to a question put to him. his Excellency suid thaty in 
Hew of the engagement of Russia in the Far Kast, it is not likely that the present 
Gorernment—which is not particularly friendly with Russia—would acquiesce in. the 
matter. 

As to the third question, the Mokhbar-ed-Dowleh said that the Russians wore 
Pressing the Persian Government to allow them to extend the Persian Tine to Bajgitan, 
on the frontier, but the Persian Government promised to do it. themselves,” ‘The 
Mokhbar then recived the orders to get the Persian line extended to Bajgiran, but they 
were afterwards cancelled, and the Russians are still pressing the matter, 


(Signed) ABBAS KULI, 
Tehran, November 8, 1904. 





No, 88, 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Reccived Noventer 28.) 


(No. 201. Confidential.) 
My Tord, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lor 
summary of events in Persia not reported in separate despatches, 
T haye, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUTE, 


Tehran, November 9, 1904. 
ship the usual’ monthly 


—————— 
Tnclosure in No. 88, 


Monthly Summary, November 9, 1904, 


Tehran, 


THE. position of the Ain-ed-Dowleh is said to be extremely precarious. Squeezing 
of ‘the official classes has been pushed to a greater extent than ever before, and the 
proceeds go largely to swell the Ain's private fortune. At Court his only supporter is 
Amir Bahadur Jang, Vazir Darbar, and the Shah’s greatest favourite, One factor in 
the favour of the Ain.ed-Dowleh is that the Shab, owing to the enfecbled state of his 


health, is almost incapable of taking a step of such importance as the dismissal of hie 
chief Minister, 


Amir Bahadur Jaug a few days ago suddenly started on a pilgrimage to Meshed, 
having got tree weeks’ leave for the purpose from the Shab. It is generally supposed 
that he realizes the danger of the Grand Vizier's position, and wishes to get out of the 
ship before it sinks, His own position, however, is fairly secure in any ease, on account 
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of his great personal influence with the Shab, and of his general popularity, for 
personal reasons, with all members of the Court, in spite of his support of the Ain-ed- 
Dowleh. 

The Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s positi 
‘of him is well known, 








1 Dowleh’s distrust 
is well and was illustrated during tlie negotiations this summer for the 
completion of the advance, when his Highness requested ilis Majesty's Minister to keep 
the matter secret from every one, e-en the Minister for Foreign Affuirs 
Mr, Churchill: has reyorted from Resht ou good authority that the Foreign Office 
had been offered to the Arfi-ed-Dovlch, Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, who, 
however, lad refused it Whe Avfa had heen staying at Tehran for some time as the 
guest ()robably paying) of the Ain-ed-Dowleh, and recently retuned to. his post 
through Resht, i : 
Ashe is creature of the Atab it is just. possi 
rabe 's, it is just possible that he may have 
Fenian to hope forthe wpe’ retuth to. poner of his patron and prefers to entee ots 
on the rising rather than on the falling tile. i 
agi Ht Ty sue Hd be the Naser-nl-Mulk, Governor of Kurdistan, lias been summoned 
lo Tehran, Ie was educated at Oxford, and would certainly be a dangerous r lo the 
MushiredeDowleh, aie pe ee 
5 The lls Dowleh, ve Shah's Chief Chamberlain, and Head of the Sect of 
ervishes, Who Wis mentioned ing Baku for permission to 
return ty an, lins arrived he Biat Bbag sesamin 
, M, Grube, Vinancial Ag 
is subsequenty to visit 
Meshed. As’some of hi 
Mulls it i probable that Seistan wil also be inch 
His present journey is ostensibly and probs 
(iiwstions of commorcial interest. 






























































Government, has left for 
anslah, and. means 






alan ani Ke 
Agents have hee 








spect the Russian Bank, and 
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Shiraz, 


Iliy Majesty's Consul'is travelling in Bakhitis 
Resident at Bush oS “i 





company with His Majesty's 





Tsp 


Hix Majesty's Gousnl-Genoral i¢ travelling: in the Balditiae’ country 


Talirees, 





Cholera, whieh first appeared towards the end of 
for some time, and the daily numbor of deaths is said to have reached 
200/ and 200, Bigures, as usnal, untrnstworth The upper e (the Valiahd 
himself setting the example) fled en masse to the fancied seenrity of distant villages 

A Russian Medical Commission his been aotive in connection with the. epiden! 
endeavouring: to test the virtues of a modified form of Haff 
They were unable to. inspire confidence among the Persis 

ied likely to bese the f violenes even, the 
unpeei request then Co eonfine thes attentions to mueh persons as might solicit 
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ermanshith. 


Mie Mozaiter-ul-Mul 
ziven to the Ferman 
fins lone lien 


Govenior 
Govern ci 
this province under his control, He is on ver 
youl terms ; Head of the Dilfin amalgamation of Lok tril 
, Mr. Rabino, writing previons to the sittack on Colonel Dougla 
this should he @ fayourable opportunity: for cultivating relations with the ur tribes, 
and sti nano the Kloromabad-Distul road, tiso, states 
Me very jealou: ny interference with the esmet 
Nealieaiaiinciene ry Jeale any interf ‘ith the tribesmen hy 
‘The FevmaneFermah is proveudine shortly to Luris 
remain there for six months. : 
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Kerman, 





His Majesty's Consul made an arrangement with the Khans of Bam, who were 
visiting Kerman, ‘The latéer would engage, through him, an Indian hospital. assistant 
and compounder, yay them a salary, and supply them with medicies and. instruments, 
‘The sole stipulation made by the Khans was that the Persian Government should not 
disapprove. 

On the question being raised, at Major Sykes’ request, with the Persian Govern- 
ment by His Majesty’s Legation, the Persian Foreign Office replied officially that 
His Majesty the Shah saw no necessity for engaging an Indian doctor, and that oneshould 
be sent with the necessary medicines from ‘Tehran to Bam. 

The Khans of Kerman were so pleased with the benefits conferred by the Church. 
Missionary Society's hospital at Kermani that they provided a site for an enlarged 
‘puilding, and were prepared to support it with money. ‘The requisite permission for the 
Society to occupy the site has, however, been refused by the Persian Government, the 
Shalt Saying again that he will'send a doctor to Kerman from/Tehran, 

These are two good instances of the liopeless obscurantism and obstructiveness of 
the present Central Government. Of course there is no likelihood of any doctor being 
sent from Tehran to Kerman, much less Ram, even if there were any of efficiency to be 
sent. 




















Seistan. 


Colonel MacMahon having been informed by the Government of India of the 
‘Ameer’s formal consent to the demareation of the boundary-line by means of pillars 
Droposed to start work at once. ‘The Afghan Commissioner, however, had received no 
communication on the subject, and was afraid of incorring displeasure by participating 
without authorization, An arrangement was contrived by Colonel MacMahon to save his 
face, and the site of the first pillar was fixed on the 22nd September, 





Meshed. 


‘The import of Indian tea through Caucasian by the Russian Bank to Khorassan, for 
which the Russian Government gave special fweilities with a view to capturing tho 
trade, has proved disappointing so far. ‘The tea is not delivered up to date, and it is 
tampered with in the Russian Customs. 

Messrs, Forbes, Forbes, and Co,, the principal British trading firm in Meshed, have 
been getting into trouble, ‘They tried to engineer a comer it: wool by buying up. all 
the supply, and making large advances to Afghin traders in a somewhat reckless manner. 
Commercial ethics are not sufficiently high to allow of such operations, 'I'vo of the 
traders who had recived large advances proved to be defaulters; two others endeavoured 
{odispose of their stock to Russian buyers for eash down, in defianee of their agrec- 
ment with Forbes, Forbes, and Co. ‘This latter mancenvre, owing to the intervention of 
His Majesty's Consul-General and the friendly help of the Karguznr, was foiled. 

Whe Karguzar has had a good deal of friction with the Russian Consulate-General, 
and his attitude towards the British has been correspondingly friendly, 

‘he Orenburg—Tashkend Railway has been joined up, though the work has not been 
really completed, ‘The new Governor-General’ of ‘Transeaspia travelled over it from 
St. Petersburgh, proceeding part of the way in a construction train, 

(Signed) RONALD ©, LINDSAY. 























No, 89. 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received November 28.) 


(No. $90.) 
My Lord, Gonstantinopie, November 22, 1004. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No, 217 of the 21st June, respecting: 
the unfair treatinent of Indian traders by the Turkish Customs authorities at Katif, 1 
lave the Honour to transmit lerewith copy of a letter from the Acting British Consul 
[i7so] x 
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at Bussoralt to Tis Majesty's Acting Consul-Genoral at Bushire, from which it would 
sbhear that the Embassy representations, reported in Sir N. O'Conor's No. o12 of the 
28th June, have hiad a good effect. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 
ee 


Inclosure in No. 89, 


Acting Consul at Bussorah to His Majesty's Acting Consul-Generad, Bushire, 

(No. 81.) 
Sir, Bishire, September 20, 1904, 

WANT roforengo to your letter No. 1035 of the 16th instant, respecting the excess 
dlity charged By the Katit customs farmers on dates shipped by Britich Indien traders, [ 
have tho lonotir to inform you that representation was made to the local authorities, 
and the Acting Vali lias addressed tlic Mutossarf of EL Massa, directing. the recovery 
of the'athotint levied in excess, und forbidding sucli a cliatge for the Tutare, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) " '. H, MONAHAN. 





No. 90, 


Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received November 28.) 
(No. 895. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 22, 1904. 

T HAVE the Lonour to transmit to! your Lordship herewith despatches and 
Raraphrase of tolegeam from His Majeaty's Consular officers at Jeddah eed Inveen 
ron fe aubject of the preparations beinys made to dispatch expeditions simultimees 
from the east aud west to the Nejd where it is said that gly i Government propose 
to firmly establish Ottoman sovereignty by the ereation of a vilayet, 

ite Austrian Dloyd steamer * Calypso,” which has been chartered by the Turkish 
fovGfument, 49 reported in my dospatch No, $62, Seeret, ofthe Sth instante weed ete 
for Xeinbo with a large consignment of arms, powder, and mil 
£11, 850,000, on board, 

In spite of all these prepa It ls not yet quite clear whether or not an expadi 
Te atl Qe sent against Thu Saoucl, and itis all possible that the troops, Gispatched to 
the Red Sea littoral trom Aleppo, vik Damascus aud Mivan, will be soee dros further 
Scuth to Hodeida, to operate against the successful rebellious movement in re en 
which would appear to be assuming serious proportions, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 
————— ee 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 90, 


stores, 


Consul Deiey to Sir N. O'Conor. 


, Jeddah, Noveniber 3, 1904, 
I MAVE the honour to state that 13,000 Mauser rifles arcto be supplied for the 
retical; Heln troops. Heretofore. Martinis only rave been used” Alia thay Qe 
atteries of mountain-guns anda few Maxim guns are to be sent here addi nally. 
Thave, & 
(Signed) G. P, DEVEY, 


————— ey 
Tnelosure 2 in No. 90, 
Consul Devey to Sir N. O'Conor, 
(No. 102.) 


ity J Jedidat, November 5, 1904, 
TH ‘is reported that eight battalions of ‘Turkish troops with’ sone heavy’ artillery 
Menor several weeks ayo, dent under General Ahmed Faizi Pasha froin Baylod, te help 


Bin Rachid aga t no doubr accurate information will have reached His 
Majesty's Emnbas. 

Thear also, but cannoi ntee the information, that three battalions of Tu 
troops (refer despatch No. 57 of the 17th June) have recently left Medina under General 
Arif Pasha, which were, for some time, delayed for want of tra isport camels, and are 
proceeding to Aneza, 

Jt is rumoured that the Turkish Government intend to caake Nefd, after defeating 
Pin Stood, a declared protectorate, or to annex the country and make it a vilayet of the 
Turkish dominion 

‘The people, who support Bin Rashid in Nejd, appear to appreciate the idea of the 
country being taken by the Turks under their direst control, as the present {tuler, Abdul 
Aziz-bin-Rashid, has not proved a successful or strong Iuler, and the state’ of the 
country has always been disturbed since me to power, ‘There seems a notion 
among the vulgar in Hej Great Britain, if anything, rather favours Bin Saood's 
cause than that of Abdul 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) G, P. DEVEY, 


— 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 90, 
Vice-Consul Monahan to Mr, Townley. 


‘Telegraphis,) — P. Bussorah, November 20, 1904. 
CONTRIBUTIONS are being levied, and have been for the past fortnight--especially 
From ows and Mussulians—for purpose of buying camels to help Amir of Neja, 
£7,500, it is said, are to be levied irom this town. Yesterday new Valt 
arrived, 





No. 91. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 2),) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

etary. of State for Fore nd, by direction of Mi. Sectotary: Brodick, 
Forwards herewith, for ion of the Secrotary of State, copy: of inclostires in 

ter from the Foreign Secrotary, Simla, dated the 27th October, relative to. the 
ercetion of flag-staffs on the northern coast of Oman, 


India Office, November 28, 1904. 
—— 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 91, 
Government of India to Political Ayent, Muscat, 


(elegraphic.) P, Simla, October 22, 1901. 
PLEASE refer to your telegram dated the 15th instant regarding the erection of 
Higstalls, Please see letter dated the 2ud July, 1902, to Liewtenant-Colonel (A 
Keinball from Major P. Z. Cox. Tt has heen held, for purpose of Declaration of 1868 
aud. to avoid foreign occupation, that Musandim is not within the limits of Muscat 
Wwrritory ; consequently ithas been inchided in tho British Consulate distriet of Bunder 
Aubas, The Political Resident is being asked to furnish you with papers sent to 
in, if this has not been done already, No roferoneo should be maile 10 the Sultan, 
independent inquiry should be amet with an explanation to. the effect that, out 
on is connected with our old stations on promontory and with possible developments 
amt of telegraphic communications in the Persian Gulf, A similar answer 

ill be given to possibile French protest. 








Tnelosw 
Political Agent, Muscat, to Government of India. 


(Melegraphic scat, October 15, 1904. 
PLUASH refer to your telegram dated the 1th instant. No steps have been 
taken ye ard to the cection of the flag Cominander Kenip has gone to the 
Shatt-ul : purpose, The 
rduy is claimed by the Sultan of Muscat. 
Shall | inform Wis Higlness regarding ‘the intentions of Government prior of thei 
Deing carried out or not? Protests will probably follow from the French ( 
If the Sultan’ of Muscat is addressed on the subject, His Highness will wish to be 
informed whether a ry is to change owners, of, iF it is not, with what object 
flags are to be erecte .¢ send me instructions on the subject? 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 91, 
Captain Trevor to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic,) October 18, 1904, 


PLEASE refer to your telegram dated the 10th instant, Major Cox telegraphs 
that he sees no objection to a bi n being hoisted! on the northern coast of Oman. 





No. 92, 
to Foreign Office—(Received November 29.) 


‘DHE, Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

rotary of State for Foroign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 

1 hierowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 

from thy Viceroy, dated the 26th instant, relative to the erection of flagstaffs on the 
northern coast of Oman, 


Initia Office, November 28, 1904, 


Tnclosure in No. 92. 
Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


(elegraphic) P. November 26, 1904. 
REPORY received from Political Agent at Muscat to the effect that erection of 
Alagstatls on Tologeaph Island and Sheep Island, and on isthmus between Elphinstone 
and Malcolm Inlets, has been effected, without any hitch whatever ocourrin; 
Shakespear left Muscat for this purpose on the 22nd instant on His Majesty’s 
ship “Sphinx,” and returned on the 24th. 


No. 93. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 29.) 
‘DIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Svcrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 26th instant, relative to the Muscat arbitration, 


India Office, November 29, 1904, 


en 
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Taclosure in No. 93. 


Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic) P. India Office, November 26, 1904, 
MUSCAT arbitration. Your telegram of the 28th ultimo, 


Lord Lansdowne will again press to be furnished with list of French flagholders, 


His Majesty's Government approve your proceedings in regard to the question raised 
by the American Consul at Muscat. 





No. 94. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 29.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodtick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Sreretary of State, copy of ‘n telogram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 26th instant, relative to disturbances at Bahrein, 


India Office, November 29, 1904, 


Tnclosure in No, 94. 


Government of Indin to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Belegraphic.) P. Novenber 28, 1004, 

WE havo recvived the following telegram, dated the 25th instant, from’ Captain 
‘Trovor at Bushire:— 

“It appears that a nephew of Sheikh of Bahrein, Sheikh Ali Aled by name, 
Keops a botlysuard of bullies, who torrorize the pluce, and whom Sheikh. hijnsell i 
powerless torestiain. Last month these men assaulted a German clork, named Bolmseu 

is in the employ of Wonckliaus. Caso was awaiting Cox’ rotum from town, ng 

nix’ endeavours to bring about a compromise had failed, Tam 

med that application is being made by the Germans to tho Gorman Consul 

shire, and that the latios has written demanding redress from Sheikli, who replied 

by referring him to us. No communication has heen addressed to Resident by Gorman 

Consul, but it is possible that he has made representations to German Government, 

On the 16th instant Sheikh Ali Abmed’s men attacked some Porsians, tho aflaie 

developing into a Sunni-Shiite fight, Several Persians sustained severe. wounds, and 

Persian houses and shops were closed. Complaint has been made to Persian authorities 

regariing this affair. Chavo written asking R.LMS. ‘Lawrence? to. mest Cox nt 

Mohainmerah, and suggesting his paying a visit to Balrein at an early dato, 1 have 

also telegmphed to Commander Kemp, suggesting that British gun-boat should be sont 
to visit Bahrein to support Political Agent there.” 

4 full Report lias been called for, on receipt of which the question of punishing 
offensters will he considered, Meanwhile we have approved action taken. bY Captate 
Trevor, and have instructed Cox to act under the orders contained in our lotter of. the 
4th May, 1901 (which were approved in despatch’ from Sceretary of State of the 
21st dime, 1901), and in our letter of the 2nd June, 1908 (of which 


‘hich a copy was sent 
home with letter from Foreign Secrotary of the 4th June, 1903), a) eo 





No. 95. 


Mr. E. Grant Duf to the Marquess of Lansdowne. (Received November 29,) 


a; ‘Teliran, November 29, 1904, 
1 winds in the sense of my telegram No. 140 of the 26thjinstant, 
regarding tle atisek on Major Gough, as I say the MushiredeDowleh on Saturday 
id the Grand Vizier yeste 


On Sunday night the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and the Grand Vizier went in person to 


[1740] 
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the telegraph office and held communication direct with the Valiahd as to the 
possibility during Ramazan of removing the Molla. 

‘Dhe promised information as to the Valiahd’s reply has not yet arrived, altuough 
T haye waited for it till this morning, but I have made it quite clear to the Grand 
Vizier that I shall not allow the fact of its being Ramazan to interfere with the 
compliance with the demands above mentioned, i 

he Grand Vizier states that he has taken steps for the arrest of the, assailants 
and the accomplices in the murder, and also for the protection of the Christians 
at Urmi, 

As regards compliance with the other demands, his IHighness gave no actual 
promise; however, alter I had loft the room he told Abbas Kuli Khan that he would 
remove the Moliah, but added that lie would deny ever having given such a promise if 
T ever mentioned the subject to him officially. 

(Sent to India,) 





No, 96. 
Foreign Office 10 India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 20), 1004, 

1 AM directed by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of 
four letter of tho 26th instant roxpecting the proposed erection of flgstals on 
‘olograph Islind and on Sheep Island, and in whieh you inquire what flag should 
be hoisted at those places. ‘ 

It appears to his Lordship that, ax the places are not in British territory, the 
blue ensign of the Indian Marine should he hoisted rather than the Union Jack, but 
his Lordship would sugyest that Mr. Seoretary Brodrick should consult the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty on the subject, 

Lam, &e, 
(Signed) "1. HL, SANDERSON, 





No. 97. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received November 30.) 


(No, 1431) 
(Welewraphic.) P. 

DROITS de Chancellerie, 

Pleaso refer to my Commercial despateh No. 29 of the 2nd instant 

‘the Resident at Bushire has been informed by 
the Director of Customs has attempted to ley s de Chancellerie” on dates and 
other merehanitize.. The Sheikh objected to comply as regards dates, but submi 
the latter ense. On the 13th November the Director informed the Shei 
Persian Government would take severe action against him in case of non-complianee. 
he Sheikh telegraplied to the Ministry of Customs on the 23rd November, giving a 
statement of his case, and added that the Persian Government may do its worst if his 
protest is not accepted. At tho same time he informed the Grand Vizier and pointed 
‘out that tho action of the Customs authorities was a violution of his agreement, 

‘Phe Sheikh states that if he does not receive a satisfactory reply, he will formally 
‘Appeal to the British Government for assistaneo, relying on the undertaking given by 
us to him, 

ag Possible, Twill arrange the matter, as Tam to see the Mushired-Dowleh 
today. 

(Resident informed India direct.) 


rehvan, November 30, 1904. 





88 


No, 98, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 1.) 


Sir, Indin Office, November 80, 1904, 
TAM directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 5th November, with its inclosures, on the subject of the 
Persian “ Reglement Douanier,” and to inform you that Mr. Secretary Brodrick eoncurs 
in the proposal to approve Sir A. Hardinge’s action, as eportel ins despatelies, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





No. 99, 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Receivet! Decenber 1.) 


(No. 144.) 
(Telegraphie,) P. 
DRA affairs 
With reference to my telegram No, 142 of the 20th ultimo, Abbas Kuli Khan 
was last night informed by the Grand Vizier that orders had been’ sent to the Valiahd 
for the recall of the Governor of Urmi, and his Highness stated confidentially. that 
after Ramazan was over the Mollah would be removed. ? 

il by the iziox to persuade the United States’ Minister to rofrain 
from pressing for Seyyed Ghaffar's execution, His Highnes ises to settle the 
question of the Henjam extension if 1 meet his views, and he also undertakes to 
imprison the Soyyed for life aud to give the necossary against his escaping. 

Whe S al ofthe worst kind, and I submit that it would bo a doubtful 
policy to aex{uiesee in the existence of a caste the members of which are to bo allowed, 
without running the risk of eapital punishinent, to murder foreign subjects, 

lying to the Grand Viaier's rather questionable request, I await your 


Telvan, December 1, 1904. 


Before. rep 
Lordship’s instrictions. 
(Repeated to India.) 





. 100, 


The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Du 


graphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 1, 1904, 

URUMIA munters, oe 

Thaye received your telegram No, 144 of this day's date, 

You casnot undertake to interfero with the demands of the United States* 

ister for the exeeution of Sayyed Ghaffar, unless you have sueeoeded in persuading 

him to postpone his demand for punishment, il in my telegram No, 71 of 
the 22nd ultimo, In the latter event you might be able to make use of the postpone 
ment to effect a settlement of the Henjam extension. 





No. 101. 


India Office to Foreign Ojfice—(Recetved December 2) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for Ludi presents is compliments to the Under- 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the iniormation of the Secretary of Stato, copy of a Secret letter 
from the Government of India, dated the 10th November, and Inclosures, relative 
to the Karun irrigation project. 


India Office, December 1, 1904. 
— 





84. 
Tnelosure in No. 101. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
se Simla, November 10, 1904. 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Secret despatch, dated 
the 26th August last, regarding a proposed loa to the Persian Government for the 
purpose, and on the security, of a scheme for the irrigation of Arabistan. 

2, Whe matter is one which had already engaged our attention, and we now have 
the honour to forward copies of the papers on the subject.* j 

. In our telegram of the 4th September, we suggested the deputation of an 
oxpert from India to examine the potentialities of irrigation in this region. We have 
not yet recived a final expression of your view proposal, whieh we trust will 
mect with your approval. chi an examination as we contemplate, we feel 
that any opinion which we may express on the subject must nece 

ative character. So far, how ve can at present judg 
that the scheme is one which is deserving of the support Doth of 
Government and of tle Government of India, and in which we should be prepared to. 
lend financial assistance. : 

1, Weare equally unable to dise mnson which our support should 
be lent tuntil we are in a position to appreciate more clearly the probable secpe of the 

taking. ‘here are certain points, however, which may be noticed at the present 

In his despatch, dated the 19th July last, Sir Arthur Hardinge reported 

‘aus! suggestion that tlie intonded loan should he secured both on the revenues 
Avoruing from tle projected works and on the doinains fertilized thereby, and that the 
transaction stiould also include an undertaking by the Persian Government that atl 
restrictions on the export of grain from the Ka should henceforth be 
abolished, In his note of the 1th August, however, we obsesve that M. Naus makes 
montion of the hypothecation of the erops only, and not of the lands, and, further, 
that,no reference is made to_the removal of embiarzos on the exportation of corn. We 
consider these points to be important, aud would lay stress on the adoption of the 
termsiay stated in Sir Arthur ges despatch of the Lth July. 

5, We ate in full agreement with the view stated by Lord Curzon in his Minute 
of the Ist \ugust Jost tat, in eousites y schome of irrigation, we must not lose 
Sight of the possibility that the diminution of water caused thereby may ronder further 
navigation of the Kayan impossible, Major Burton in his Memoranduin hus expressed 
tho opinion that this result must follow at Alwar be reconstructed. 
Mhough we should not neces x contingency as precludi 
Us from Gieouraging: p kind contemplated, we hold that it fully justifies 
‘otur elaine (hat fh tion schemes should be worked on lines approved ly us, 

ously with the conchision of nerangements for tleir execution, we 
formil concession of the right to substitute for the thoro 
dis or sailways, with suitable mari 
quisite. for Mle purposes of our commercial interests is 
futher concession which might well he demnrded is that we should ho entitled to a 
full voivo ip any further schemes for the development of Arabistay by irrigation from 
ivevs of thie province besides the Karun, such as the Kerk 5 Diz, or 
‘ud that, should it he neeessiry to obtain financial assistance from 
Government) or British firms. s 
‘on thie $ there is obvi 
ing of tho 


tral en 
{lic principal part in the development of the land routes by whieh the merebandize 
thus imported is subsequently distributed. ‘Ie road from Aliwaz to Tspalian was 
built bya British tiem, and a British Company is uow arranging to open up another 
line of communication to the nortli by virtue Of a Concession which they hold from 
the Shah's Government, 

Apart from the vousiderations to which we have just referred, 1 other 
factors whicl give us a special position, The proposals wh e been referred to 
Us piuporl, we understand, to emanate from the Central Government at ‘Tehran 
Similar projects, however, as will be seen from Lieutenant Lorimer’s lotter, have been 


* Not primes. 


considered by the Sheikh of Mohammerah. This Chieftain is entitled to full con- 
sideration in connection with the scheme, which could not be executed without his 
consent—a consent which there would doubtless be no difficulty in persuading him to 
withhold sliould there be any doubt as to the advantage to himsolf or to us. ‘The 
question of oconpaney and proprietary rights in the soil of Arabistan formed tho 
subject of discussion between the Sheikh and the Shah in 1902, and the reconciliation 
of the interests of the local tribes and of the Government at Tchran isa matter which 
may cause some difficulty in connection with the proposed undertaking, 

7. A further point which requires consideration is that of the manner in which 
the loan should be disbursed, We should have little confidence in the allotment of the 
Joan to the purpose for which it is intended if the money actually passed through the 
hands of any Persian official, and we consider that the only practical way of securing 
our object is that a suitable agreement be made with some reliable firm of contractors, 
and that the money should be paid direct fo the firm in adjustment of their accounts, 
‘This, we infer from M. Naus’ note of the 19th August, would be acceptable to the 
Porsian Government, 

8. We assume that His Majesty's Government will be prepared to share equally 
with the Indian Government the liability on account of the capital and interest on 
the loan, and our agreement to provide a portion of the funds is subject to that 
condition, Whether or not it should form a part of the loan of 500,000, which tins 
formed the subject of negotiation between the British and Persian Governments during. 
the past eighteen months, and of which a sum of 300,000. has already been advanced, 
does not appear to us to bea matter of great importance, We think, howover, thnt, 
as thie purpose for which the loan is to be made is different, and as the security on 
which it will be granted is distinct, it will be preferable tliat the present advance 
sould be regarded as a separate transaction from that relating to the loan required 
for general purposes, 

We have, &e: 
(Signed) AMPTHILL, 
1. R. BLLES, 
it ARUNDEL. 
H, ERLE RICHARDS. 





No. 102, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Towaley. 
167.) 
(ielegraphic,) R. Foreign Office, December 2, 1904, 6 

ADEN. 1 sent for ‘Turkish Ambassador to-day, and as lig had received no 
further instructions from, his Government. respe len Tradé, 1 told him that T 
had been painfully surprised at manner i Turkish Government had treated 
question. It was impossible for His Majesty's Government to tolerate continuation 
of these dilatory tactics, I asked him to apht to his Government that I hind 
demanded carly answer to our representations, and to add that boundary simetioned 
by Tradé gave us considerably less territory than we had strict right to claim, 1f it 
Were not aceeptid, we should demand everything to which we were entitled, 

L also mentioned reports as ty movement of Turkish troops towards Red Sea. 
said_that we should have to watch these military movemonts, and that if forces wore 


destined for any ports adjoining Aden Cantons we should probably take measures of 
precaution, 





No. 103. 


Sir E. Monson to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 3.) 
(No. 625.) 
My Lord, Paris, December 2, 190: 
SOME account is given in the inclosed article from the Dépéche Coloniale’”® of 
the recent fighting in the centre of Arabia, in the course of which the Wahabi Amir 
Hen Saoud appears to have inflicted a serious defeat on his rival, Ben Rashid, the Amir 
of Nejd, and on the Turkish troops who had heen sent fo tlie assistance of the laiter, 


+ Not printed, 
1780) Zz 
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‘The vietorious Amir is said to have taken prisoners most of the survivors among 
the enemy; and fo intend placing them undor the eustody of his ally, the Sheikh of 
oweit, 

‘The writer expresses the hope that Turkey will not send a further fores to peri 
in the sands of Arabia, and that the Sulian will save the country from British domi- 
nation by pacific means, that is by recognizing the autonomy of Arabia under his 
own suzerainty, and under that of the “three other great Mussulman Powers,” by 
whom perhaps lie may be understood to mean England, France, and Russia, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ” EDMUND MONSON. 





No. 104, 


Mr, Grant Duff to the Margitess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 8.) 


(No. 145, 
(Pelegraphie) PB. Tehran, December 3, 1904. 
YESTERDAY 1 was officintly informed by the Mushired-Dowleh that the 
ior of Urmi had been recalled, and that the Mollah will be sent to Meshed on a 


elloncy assures me that steps have been taken for the protection of the 


A specinl Mamur, who is to carry out the Shah’s commands for the arrest of the 


guilty pesons and forthe removal of the Molla was to leavo Tehran yesterday for 
mnie 


(India, Tabreez, and Urmi informed.) 





No. 105, 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 3.) 


(No. 146.) 
(Welegraphic,) P, Tehran, December 3, 1904, 

URML affairs, Your Lordship's telegram No, 78 of the Ist instant. 

On receipt of your Loniship's telogmim No, 7Lof the 22nd ultimo, Lduly informed 
the United States’ Minister, who promised to consider the matter. Before I received 
jour Lovdship's telegram No. 73 he hd addressed a note to the Persian Government. 

Hing that, ab the Shah's request, lie would not press for the Seyyed's execution. He 
ed for the perpetual imprisonment of the lattes, 50,000 dollars in gold indemnity to 
tho murdered man’s family, and. the He ailde 
stops would be taken to foreo th y 
were not accepted by the Sth insta 

Tate yesterday oyoning and the Mushir-ed-Dow 
40 tas: my good offices with th Minister in order to’ pe 
geopt a yently salary in perpetuity instead of a lump sum, and the ex 
Of the accomplice ly murdered the missionary, ‘They promised to allow the: 
Henjam extension to he constricted on the basis of” the Central Persian ‘Telegraph 
Convention if Eacquieseed. 

‘oalay L informed the Mushired-Dowleh that, without instructions, I could not 
officially approach the United si on the subject. 1 promised to speak 
privately to the tlie sonse desired, as time was short, and T 
doubled whet reply from your Lordship in time, but said that his 

celloney must distinetly understand’ that T could in no way undertake to influence 
the action of the United States’ Government in the matter, T informed the United 
States’ Minister, whom 1 saw this afternoon, of the suggestions made to me by the 
Mushited-Dowleh. Te said that his Government would on the indemnity 
domanded, but as to the payment, possibly some arrangement might be come to. 
‘hers would have to be a proper inquiry in she matter of the wccomplives, after which 
he would insist on the execution of the persons who actually took part in the murder. 

Kindly instruct me as to the acceptance of the above proposal respecting Henjam, 

have arranged for the imprisoument of the Seyyed in Tehran. 

(Sent to India.) 
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No. 106. 
Mr. Grant Duf to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received December 3.) 


(No. 147.) 
(felegraphic.) P. 

BRITISH Post-office at Bushire. ‘ 

During the last two months the Customs Department have several times com- 
plained of the British post-office at Bushire and at other southern ports on tho ground 
that it had no right to distribute parcels and letters under the “ Réglement Douanier, 
Twrote some time ago to the Oustoms, requesting that, until I received tho views of 
the Government of India, and the questions at issue could be properly discussed 
Between the Legation and the Persian Government, the matter might be left. in 
statu quo. i F 

T am to-day informed by the Consul-General at Bushire that the Belgian 
Director of Posts yesterday seized the British mails by force. I have communicated 
with the Persian Government, and have sent the following to-night to Bushiro and 
the Government of India, which are fully cognizant of the facts of the case above 
mentioned 

Seizure of Posts. Your telegram No. 113 of yesterday, 

Tam assured by the Grand Vizier that the mails will be returned to you, If 

not done within a reasonable time, with due allowance for the slowness of the 
Persian line, you should inform me. : 

‘<Te'there is any delay, I liave informed the Persian Government, that, I shall be 
forved to take strong measures in order to obtain redress for tho Dirvctor of Posts’ 
unwarrantable action, Hs 3 

Lam informing the Persian Government that, until the question is properly 
seltled between them and the Legation, I have instructed you to resist, by force any 
fuather tampering with the British mails. ¥ a 

“Tam awaiting the Government of India's expression of views. 


Tehran, December 8, 1904, 


No, 107, 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne, (Received December 4.) 


(No. 148.) 
(Telegraphic.)_P. 

[BRITISH post office at Bushin 

Please refer to my telegram No. 117 of yesterday. ie 

‘To-day I was present at a meeting consisting of the Grand Vizier, the Mushir= 
ed-Dowleli, and the Director of Customs, at which the Persian Government complained 
that, contrary to the “ Roglement Dounnier,” parcels which arrive at the British 
post office in Bushire are not declared at the Customs-houso, and in consequence no 
duty is paid on th ee, 

T think that it is difficult to defend the above practice, secing that wo have 
accepted the "Rdglement Douanier,” and, pending the receipt of instructions, I have 
arranged that the parcels received at the British post office shall be opened in the 
presence of a Customs-house officer who shall take a list of the addressees, and in 
the case of non-exempted persons shall levy duty, Unless the parcels by the British 
post are declared, the Russians threaten to claim equal privilege. 

Thave sent Bushire the necessary instructions. 

(Sent to India.) 


Tehran, December 4, 1904, 
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No. 108. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Duff. 
‘No. 74.) 
f Sa Foreign Office, November 4, 1904. 
YOU should inform the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, with reference to your telegram on 
ject of the Uramin murders No, 146 of yesterday, that His Majesty’s Govern 
unable to interfere with the demands which the United States’ Minister 
may think fit to put forward, 





No. 109, 


Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 5.) 
(No. 906.) 
My Tord, Constantinople, November 29, 1904. 
THAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch from 

Ilis Majesty's Vieo-Consul at Hodeidah to His Majesty's Consul at Jeddah, reporting on 
his roside Sana'a and his return journey thence to Hodeidah, 

Thave, & 

el) WALTER TOWNLE 


Inclosure in No, 109, 


Vice-Consul Richardson to Consul Devey. 

(No. 81.) 
Sir, Hodeidah, October 22, 1904. 

1 BEG to contirm my tologram of this morning notifying my return to Hodeidah 
yesterday. 

auon the Ist instant, and after visiting the towns of Danmar, Yerim, 

Nadicra, andl Kattaba, 1 proceeded vidi Dihala'and Lalo} to Aden, that was reached on 
the Toth instant, and from whieh port Dembarked to return to my head-quarters 

The ton swooks! residence at Sana'a were advantageously employed in the trans- 
Action sand settlement with the Vali of various matters connected with His Majesty's 


The arvungemont arrived at with the Governor-General of the Yemen, with 
roferenco {0 payiuent of certain clans of British subjects at Hodoidah, and) the 
Aalishetory inderstanditis: resanding other outst questions, will be reported 
{itor tor-the information of His Majesty's Ambassd 
Considenihle henolit tas been deriyed from my: jou 
dirootion-of boing sthle to form an idea of the actual state of the ry under Turkish 
‘ulniuistiition, dnd of inyproving, my knowledge of the customs and life of the n: 
population ii this provine 
Vhe opportunity his beon taken by me of forming the lance of ‘Tewfik 
wy, the recently: appointed Vali, wh itr you, will gevatly 
willl advantag hy interests, in treating with ihe vilayet and of maintaining 
TrioncHly solutions witl tliat quarter in future, [found the civil and military authorities 
most obliging, who offered ime every faility iat ould be prope 
duving my sly at the capital and in the course of my movements in the 


My inost gratofil thanks are die. to hi 
Vali and \ 


Indl hospitality: extended to us at Sana’, 
ial acount of my visit sill he submitted in due course, touching on the 
1 Hodeidali and Sima'a and between the latter: plice and the British 
it near Kattaba, with such dotails of and commercial interest as 
ere in ny power to obtain during a brief stay ravelling 
While uiking into consideration-the guarded jealousy > Turk has 
hither, endeavoured to exclude foreigners from visiting the country, I cannot but 
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hope that the result of the three journeys undertaken by me to the interior, and of my 
residence at Sana'a for various periods, hins, as evidenced by the cordial reception 
accorded on each occasion, heen to dispel partly the suspicions in the minds of the 
Ottoman officials and Arab inhabitants alike regarding the intentions of His Majesty's 
Government. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) " G. A, RICHARDSON, 





No. 110. 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.-—(Received December 5.) 


(No. 909.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, November 29, 1904, 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 160 of the Gth instant, I have the honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul at 
Aleppo, respecting the departure of troops from that vilayet for the Yemen, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNDEY. 





Inclosure in No, 110. 


Consul Barnham to Mr, Townley, 
(No. 51.) 
Sir, Aleppo, November 16, 1904. 

WIDE reference to my despatch No. 49 of tho Srd instant, I have the honour to 
ruport that the total number of troops leaving this vilayet to join the expeditionary 
corps to the Yemen is $,000, and that this force is made up of the 80th Regiment of 
Nizamis, and four battalions of reserves. Of these, 1,500 have alevady. loft 
Alexandretia, and the remainder will proceed as soon as possible, AN. Christian 
medical officers attached to tliese corps have been replaced by Mahommedans. 

Onders were telegraphed to the vilayct, together with the onler for this anobili- 
zation, that the authorities should arrange for the supply of 200,000 okes of biscuits 
fox the troops, ht it las heen found impossible to do so, as there is no money to moot 
the expense, ‘The 39th Regiment, which was stationed’ at Aleppo, has been’ replaced 
by resorves from the district of Rab, for whom there is no sort of equipment available, 
‘hey present the most pitiable appearance, drillinye and mounting guard in rags. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) HENRY D. BARNILAM, 

































No, 111. 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receivid December 5.) 


(No. 911) 
My Lord, 5 Constantinople, November 29, 1904, 

TREMINDED the Grand Vizier yesterday that since he had asked me uot to 
press for the punishment of the Kaimakam of Kataba in conngetion with the infringe: 
ment of Amiri territory, as reported to your Lordship in my despatch No. 789 of tho 
Nth ultimo, Chad heard no more from his Highnoss on the subject. 

Twas now in possession of a full report of what had occurred, as shown. in the 
inclosures which accompanied your Lordship's despatch No, 100 of the 22nd thstaat, 
From a perusal of the documents which liad been communicated to me I had’ learned 
that the Kaimakam was still more seriously to blame than had appeared at first, since 
he had wilfully invaded Amiri territory after he had been requested by the British 
Resident not to take such action, but to submit any complaiut which he might have 
against Turkish subjects who he asserted had erosged into the Amiri eountsy to 
him. i ase of this, the Katmakam had committed the outrage, and 1 should be glad 

175 2A 
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to learn what report of the affair had been reeived by the Sublime Porte, and what 
steps hiad been taken to punish the guilty official. 

The Grand Vizior roplied that he had not yet received any detailed report, but 
that he believed that the Mutessarif of Taiz, who liad been sent to investigate the 
affair, had destituted the Kaimakam, and that'that functionary was now awaiting his 
trial, 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY, 





No. 112. 


Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 5.) 


(No. 919, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, $62, Secret, of the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith’ copy of a despatch from the Military 
Aituclié to this Embassy, reporting the abandonment of the intention to send troops 
from Aleppo district to Medina and of the expe into Nej 


(Signed) WALQER TOWNLEY. 


November 29, 1904. 












Tnelosure in No, 112. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Maunsell to Mr, Townley. 
Constantinople, November 28, 1904, 


edition of troops mentioned in my 
Moppo district to Medina hy 





hie honour to roport that the x 
despite of tle Sth instant to be sent from the 
way. of Beirut Main, Akaba, and Yemubo. has now been indolinitely postponed, as also 
{hi infontion of sonding any force from the Baghdad direction into Nejad 

‘Pho only troops to he sent will be some 1,500 recruits from Alesandretta to replace 


















time-espired men from Medina. 
‘Mhoside . pears to have been definitely 
sbandonod, 





‘Whe Minister of War 4 
how quite powecuble. 





jarked that the state of affairs in the interior of Nojd was 





T have, ke, 


ned) £ MAUD 










LLL, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché. 








No, 113. 
‘The Marquess of Lansilowne to Mr. Whitehead. 


(No. 261, Confidential.) : 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 5, 1904. 

I TRANSMIT to you herewith copy of a letter from the India Office respecting 
rooent disordees it Bahroin,® during which an assault was committed upon a German 
subject nanied Bobnson. 

Iu tho event of the German Minister for Roreign Affairs making any mention of 
the matter to you, you should state that it has been brouglit to the notice of His 
Majesty's Government, and that a British ship will be sent to Buhroin in order that an 

















inquiry may be instituted, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOW 
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No. 114. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Duff 
(No, 155.) 
Sin, Foreign Office, December 6, 1904. 


I HAVE received your despatch No, 192 of the 4th ultimo, reporting conyersa- 
tions with the Mushir-ed-Dowleh relative to the suggestion that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment should withdraw their Consular and other guards from Pers 

Lapprove the language used by you to his Excellency on this subject, which was 
very judicious, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





No. 115, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 7.) 


Sir, India Office, December 6, 1904, 
WITH reference to the Memorandum on the Scistan water question submitted to 
the Government of India by Colonel MeMahion, the British Commissioner on the Seistan 
Arbitration Commission, Iam directed by Mr. Secretary Brodrick to invite tho atten 
tion of the Marquess of Lansdowne to the telegram from the Viceroy of tho 5th 
November, recommending that the second of the alternative draft Awards prepared by 
Colonel McMahon should be approved, subject to certain alterations proposed by tho 
Government of India. A copy of the draft Award in question, printed s0 as to'show 

Iterations proposed by thé Government of India, is inclosed.” 

Mr. Brodrick is of opinion that there is much to be said in favour of draft (A) ay 
likely to settle the matter on the Tine of least resistance, and to be sullicient, at all 
events, for the immediate requirements of the question, ‘The frequent. changes in the 
course of the Heliunnd: seem to furnish additional reason for not looking too far into 
the future, Phe objections to any: of the proposed schemes for detailed distribution of 
the water supply in the future are more, likely to come from the side of Persia than 
from that of Afgh especially in view of the larger share which the Persians 
now receive (thongh they do not utilize it economically), smd for this reason 
Mr, Brodrick fools that the matter is rather one for the Foreign Office to settle in 
communication with His Majesty’s Minister at Tohran than for tho India Office, and he 
will therefore be glad to accept any decision at which Lord Lansdowne may arrive, 

It will bo observed that clause of the Award provides for the appointment of a 
British officer of irrigation experience as permanent Arbitrator in Seistan, If the 
consent of the two States concerned can be obtained for this measure it will probably 
afford the greatest security for the settlement of future difficult 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 




































































No. 116. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Receined December 7.) 


(No. 149.) 
(elegraphie.) P. ‘Tehran, December 7, 1904, 

‘NIE Shah is going to Europe in April vit Meshed) and the Persian Govern- 
ment will find it difficult to raise the necessary money for His Majesty's expenses, 
‘he Grand Vizier inquires whether any decision as to the advance of 200,001. to the 
Persian Government: hias yot been arrived at. 

T told his Highnoss that the Minister was expected ina few days, and that he 
would probably have received instructions in the matter, but that I would report. to 
your Lordship: 

(Sent to India.) 
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No. 117. 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir E. Monson. 















Wo. 601,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 7, 1904. 

THE French Ambassador, referring to my conversation with him’ on the 
13th October (see my despatch No. 53 of that date), told me to-day that the French 
Government had always intended to give to the Sultan of Muscat a list of the owners of 
hows entitled to fy the French flag. ‘There had been some delay in preparing the 
list in consequence of the necessity of revising it—a revision which had led to a 
reduotion of the total number to about twenty, As we desire to be put in possession 
of this list, the French Government proposed to meet our wi elnding it in the 
Memorandum which thoy would lay before the Arbitral Tribunal'to which the Muscat 
case was to be referred. 





















Tam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 

























No. 8. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 7, 1904. 

WITT reference to your lotter of the 2nd June, Tam directed by the Marquess 
of Lansdowne to transmit to you, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
India, copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople, 
relative to the treatment of Indian traders ab Katif.* 

T am to inquire wheter Mr Se 
by the Murk (as reported by Mr, Monahan in his despatch of the 20th 
September 'y, and whether the measures discussed in the first three 
paragrapls of your leter of the 2nd Tune may be deferre for the present, 

am, & 
(Signed) 













ELDON GORS?, 
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India Office to Foreign Office —(Receivest December 8.) 


















Sir, Induy Office, December 7, 1904, 
I AM directed by Mr, Secretary Brodrick to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 25th November, requesting to be informed of his views on the’ subject of 
Mr, Grant Duil’s telegram No, 15 of the 24th Novewber, regarding the proposed 
Honjam-Bunder Abbas telegraph 
In voply, Tam to say that Mr. Brodrick thinks that it would be advisable to 
agree to an arrangement whereby the line in question would be constructed by the 
Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, and transferred to the Persian Government 
on paymont by them of the outlay, provided that the connection should be made by 
means of a land line across Kishm Island, joining eables to Henjam and Bunder 
Abbas, and that the telegraph office at Bunder Abbas should ke worked by that 
Department, unless and until the lino is taken over by the Persian Goyernuient, 
Tn the event of 
, be desirable that the n Government slionld hind themselves to work 
¢, When it comes into their possession, with Persian subjects only. 
Lam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 
































stich an arrangement being male, it would, in Mr, Brodriok’s 
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No. 120. i 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Ofice—(Received December 8.) 


8, Salter’s Hull Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, December 7, 1904. 

REFERRING to your letter of the Bist May last to the address of the Secretary 
to the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company, which lias not been replied tr 
earlier owing to the delay in the transference of the roads in Persin from tho Lmperial 
Bank of Persia to the Persian ‘Transport Company, T am directed by my Board to 
submit, for your favourable consideration, the following remarks on the liabilities of 
the Bakhtiari Chiefs, on aceount of moneys expended on their behalf by Messrs, Lynch 

rothers, 

‘These liabilities now form an asset of the Persian ‘Transport Company, and the 
question as between the Company and the Chiefs is one of much moment, aifecting, as 
it does, the financial status of the Company. 

Tt appears from the books of Messrs. Lynch Brothers that the sum of 8,5002 
was expended by them on the road between Ahwaz and Ispaban, of which 5,501, 
wus the sum mentioned in the Agreement dated the 8rd March, 1898. ‘This latter 
sum was clearly understood to he merely a rough estimate,* My Board do not 
propose dealing in this letter with the question that has been raised as to the amount 
of the capital sum, but will confine their remarks to the matters dealt with in your 
Tetter of tho 31st May last and ita inclomites, 

‘This letter gives cover to correspondence between His Majesty's Degation in ‘Tehran 
aud the Chiefs, relative to the repayment of the sun of 5,500/, Sir Arthur Hardingo’s 
letter to the Chiefs states that, in accordance with a discussion with Mr, Preece, “the 
account lias been arranged on the basis of Persian currency, and the capital account of 
5,500L, has been taken to be equal to 80,000 tomans, as was stated in Mr, ‘Taylor's 
letter, the original of which you showed to Mr, Preece, In your Agreement wit 
Messrs, Lynch Brothers it is stated that the capital account hns to be paid in twenty- 
five yearly instalments of 1,100 tomans per annum; this is equal to 27,500 tomans, 
which at the end of the twenty-five years will leave still a balance of 2,500 tomans due 
by you to Messrs, Lynch Brothers.” 

he reply of the Chiefs, under the 
14th April last, is translated as follows :— 
























ignature of the “Sepalidar,” received’ on the 


“With regard to the business with Messrs, Lynch Brothers, we will pay the instale 
ment as already arranged, and in future there will be no question, 


My Board bey to remark on this correspondence that this reply is of an ambiguous 
character, Tt neither expresses acceptance of 80,000 tomans as the equivalent of 6,500,, 
nor does it refer in any way to what is $0 carefully impressed upon the Chiefs in Sir 
Arthur Hardinge’s letter, viz, that this will leave a balance of 2,600 romans’ after. the 
ment of the twenty-fiftl annual instalment of 1,100 tomans. Further, my Board are 
doubt ax to the true meaning of the words * we will pay the instalmenty as already 
arranged,” as the only written acrangement of which they are coguizant is embodied 
in the Agreement of the rd. March, 1898, Should Mr.’ Preece have taken any fresh 
Agreement in writing from the Chiefs, my Board would be glad to see it for their 
consideration, As matters now stand, they regard the reply of the Chiefs as of s0 
ambiguous a nature as to preclude the possibility of the Board reading into it an 
acceptance of the sugge: nur 30,000 tomans as the equivalent of 5,500, 
fuct, however, of the Chief having had a discussion with Mr. Preece on this subject is 
of importance, as it shows they are not blind to the principle of the gold exchange, 
wer which the gold toman is worth more than 10 kerans, 

Itisof interest to know when and how this idea of a 80,000 tomans basis of settlement 
originated, and how the exchunge was calculated. Mr, ‘Taylor’s letter to the Chiets 
nientions that figure, in relation, it would certainly seem, to the capital expenditure of 

.; ut the reason of his so doing was evidently that ‘at the time of his letter the 
rate of exchange stood at 545 kerans to the £ sterling; at that date, therefore, 
80,000 tomans represented at the rate of exchange the sum of 9,500 ‘There is nothing 
in Mr. Taylor's letter to warrant the conclusion that 0,000 tomans would continue to 
represent the sue amount, or that it might be taken as a basis of ealeulation for the 



















































Lyuch's letter ‘to Mr. Hopwood, dated January 18; Str, Hopwood’s otter of March 1; and 


the Hosiurable C. Uardinges telograt, dated Tebraty Mareh 8, 898, 


[1750] 



























of 


years to.come, What lie wished to do was to speak of the capital sum in terms of the 
day readily understood by his interlocutors. 

Briefly, the points my Board wish to emphasize in reviewing this correspondence 
are — 


1, That no definite meaning can be attached to the reply of the Chiefs. ‘The reply 
does not admit of an acceptance of the 30,000 tomans basis. 

2. They evade the point raised by His Majesty's Minister that a balance of 
2,500 tomans will remain for adjustment after the payment of twenty-five instalments, 

8. That Mr, Taylor's letter to the Chiefs, which has given rise to so much 
misunderstanding, simply gaye the value of the sterling outlay calculated on the 
exchange of the day, and is of no importance, except in so far as it registers 
that fnet, 


My Board wish (o add thal, given even that the Chiefs had maile it perfectly clear 
in writing that they accepted the proposal of 30,000 tomans (equivalent for 5,5001), the 
Board would not be justified in becoming a party to the transaction, Such an arrange 
ment would mean that they were prepared to aceept an exchange of 54-5 kerans for the 
€ sterling for a period covering twenty-five years, ‘The rate of exchange, aecompanied 
as it hig Boon by n steady fallin the price of silver, has for years past dominated all 
commercial transictions of foreign countries with Persia, and it is inconceivable that 
the rate should he fixed either at 50 Kerns to the & sterling (for that is what 
4,100 tomans per annum if caleulated in silver currency would mean), or that it should 
be fixed at G45 kerans, the rate suggested in 1004 by His Majesty's Legation, 
Jommercial men find i¢ difficult to forecast with any degree of accuracy the exchange 
for one year in advance j to do so for five, ten, or tenty-five years would be impossible. 
‘Mhe average rates of exchange since 1808 are as follows 





of Bxchan 


1a 
1000 : 1-00. 
10) 51-00, 
toe si] 86:40. 
1005 
Ww0r 


My Board are informed that it was clearly understood at the time between the 
Foreigi Ofiee and Messrs, Lynch Brothers that the transaction was to be based on a 
oli standard, Ror this reason the toman (a gold coin), and not the keran, was adopted 
tus the Persian equivalont, Morvoyer, it is quite plain from the Agreement itself that 
such was the case. ‘Nhe capital sum coul not have been repaid in the definite time of 
twenty-five years if a silver standard had been adopted, They would further point out 
that the tomian isa gold, not a silver, coin, its nominal value being 10 silver kerans, its 
‘actual value varying day by day according to the exchange. In the same way ‘the 
nominal value of the toman in relation to the © sterling is 5 tomans= 12, ‘The toman 
was taken at ils nominal, not its actual, value in the Agreement, which is proved by the 
fact that at the time of signature the actual rate of exchange stood at 52 kerans to 
the € sterling, not at 50 kerans, the nominal exchange of the toman, 

In this connection it is pertinent to ask what would happen if the value of silver 
rose, sy, to 45 Ketnns to the & sterling—would not the Chiefs at once claim to benefit 
by the enhanced yalue of their silver money, and refuse to pay their sterling debt at a 
higher rate than 45 kerans? hey would he justified in their claim, for it is manifest 
from the Agreement that they are responsible for 220/, per annum only, let the excliange 
be what it may, 

My Board contend that the plain and unmistskable reading of the Agreement shows 
that the Chiefs engage themselves to return without loss the capital sum of 5,500! in 
twenty-five years, and thoy submit that they would not be doing their duty by their 
shareholders in aecepting any compromise in thismatter, ‘They must, therefore, respect- 
fully decline to accept any less sum than one-twenty-fifth of 5,500). per annum, 

As regards the qui arising out of a charge of 12 per cent, on arrear 
payments, it must be explained that this affects only arrear payments on the sums due 
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under the Agreement annually from the Chiefs, My Board are advised that the practice 
of charging 12 per cent. on arrears of debt is universal throughout Persia, and is known 
to all business men in the country. ‘They venture to hope that as soon as the Chiefs 
realize that their claim to an annual instalment of 220/. admits of no compromise pay- 
‘ments will come in regularly and on due date; but they do not lose sight of the fact 
that the Chiefs are not a united family, and should delays occur owing to. this or other 
catises, the 12 per cent. charge on atrears will be made accordingly. They do nob 
propose to establish an entirely novel precedent to mect what is an ordinary business 
transaction. 

Attached is ¢ statement of capital account made up to March 1905 and marked 
(A), (B), and (C).* As regards the sum of 8,007, and the account attached in respect 
of it, { proposed addressing you on the subject ina separate letter, 

n directed to bring fo your attention the fact that my Board are accepting the 
sums paid in by the Chiefs at various times and crediting them with interest thereon, 








thus for the first time taking cognizance of these payments, which were of course 





irregular, being mercly driblets and not in accordance with the Agreement. My Board 
trust that this concession may not be taken asa precedent, My Board are also losers 
toa considerable extent by tive concession because ti oxehango hs fallen largely ninco 
these moneys were paid in, It must of course be understood that these payments are 
accepted without prejudice to our claims, 

inally, my Board desire me to tender their warm thanks to His Majesty's Govern- 
ment for the encouragement they have reeived in the work they are now engaged upon 
in Persia, and beg that an expression of their thanks may be conveyed to Sir Arthur 
Hardinge, His Majesty ister in Persia, and to Mr, J. Preece, His Majesty's Consul- 
General in Tspahan, 














Thave, &e. 
(Signed) FRANK BOTTOMLEY, Secretary, 





No, 121. 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Dif 
(No. 76.) 
(elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 9, 1904, 





WITH teferonce to your telegram No, 188 of the 24th ultimo, His Majesty's 
Government agree to mn ‘arrangement for the construction of the Ienjam-Bunder 
Abbas telegraph line on the following lines =— ‘ 

ho Indo-European Telegraph Department to construct the line and transfor ib 
to the Persian Government on payment of the outlay, provided tho cablos to Henjam 
and Bunder Abbas be connected by means of a land fi ross Kishm Island, and 
provitled that, unless and until the Bersian Government take over the line, wo shall 
Work the telegraph-ofliceat Bunder Abbas. It is desirable that, if such an arrangement, 
is come to, the Persian Government should undertake, when the line comes into their 
wn, that Persian subjects only shall be employed to work it, 


























No, 122, 
The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 35. Commercial.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 9, 1004, 
TITAVE received your despatch No, 23, Commorcial, of the Sth Septomber last, 
respecting the steps taken by you to prevent the establishment of a customs post. at 
Godari Balutak on the Bakhitiari road. 
Tapprove your action in the matter. 





Tam, &. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 





* Not printed, 
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No, 128, 
The Persian Transport. Company to Foreign Office —(Received December 10.) 


8, Salters’ Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
Sir, December 8, 1904. 

MY, Board bas had under consideration the question of the repayment by instal- 
ments of that portion of the sum of 8,500L spent on the Bakhtiari Road which was not 
covereil by the estimate of 5,501, contained in the Agreement between Messrs. Lynch 
Brothers and the Chiefs, ‘This Company has taken over this asset at its full value, 
Vins 8.5001, and it is therefore a matter of great concern to them that no portion of it 
should be lost. As we are engaged in a considerable road enterprise in Persia at the 
invitation of His Majesty's Government, to forego such a considerable sum as this would 
be w mattor of much consequence to this Company. 

We have examined ito the books of the builders of the Bakhtiari Road, and 
have assured ourselyes that the sum expended represents purely out-o!-pocket expenses ; 
that nothing whatever was charsed for the services, exteniling over several years, of the 
principals and of the staff of the constructors; further that the benefit of any diseount 
obtained froin manufacturers by the builders was given to the parties for whom the road 
was constructed, viz,, the Bakhtiari Chiefs, 

We lave also looked into the question of the origin of Uke sum of 5,500L 

oned in the Agreement between Mess, Lynch Brothers and the Chiefy, and we 
id that it was @ rough estimate suggested by His Majesty's Legation in Tehran, Not 
rm not accept this estimate as a contract price, but we find that 
they expressly repudiated, before the signing of the Agreement, such a possible cone 
striction, ‘They wrote to the Korcign Otfice (see Mr, Lyncli’s letter to Mr. Hopwood of 
the 18th , 1808), thatall they uulertook to do for 5,001. was to erect bridges 
and spend the balaneo couscientiously upon the track and caravanserais; and they 
added that the expenditure of this sum merely represented their opinion of the outlay 
suuflicient to induce traffic. That the Foreign Otfice understood the matter ia the same 
sense sevins clear to us from the text of their telegram of the Ist March, 1898, to His 
Majesty’s Legation, fis Majesty's Government thereiy authorized the Lewation to 
Sign the Aecoment on the understanding that the intentions of the constructors as 
regards the sum of 5,500/ should be clearly understood, On the 3rd March, 1898, 
His Majesty's Legation replied that these intentions lind been perfeetly understood, 
and that the Agreement had been sigued, It seems clear tous from this corr 
spondence immediately prior to the signing of the Agreement that the possibility of the 
€xeuedod was certainly contemplated from the first 
m then ari Ought work on the road to have beer nded after 
sum of 5,600! had been spent, in order that the eo t ht be 
obtained Lo the outlay a further st ‘Pechnically, that would no doubt have been 
the proper vourse, and it wotld have been followed had it not been for the fuet that, 
when the case presented itself, the situation had developed fu the sense that the Chicis 
ad fallen out between themselves, and considerible delays, probably involving the lose 
of the constene! season, would have been occasioned. It is certain that, had t 
ork heen so suspended, the vod could alot have been completed in the state in whi 
it Was handed over to tle Chieti for auything like the sum of 8.5001 ‘The constructors 
hemselyes would have been free from further obligation, the bridges having been 
constructed, but the Chiefs would have been the losers, Under these urcumstances the 
constructors took the course which they considered best nrerests of their clie 
nd spent a further sum in addition to the orizinal rows ate sooner than disband 
tho road stalf and hans tp the enterprise indefinitely. My Board would be grateful if 
Ikis Majesty's Legation could inform them whether the Chiefs deny that they under- 
stood to transictioy in. the sense of the letter of the constructors to the Foreign Off 
of the 18th January, 1805, whieh was telegraphed to the Legation prior to the sizning of 
the Agreement ; tor it seems to the Board that if they clearly understood the matter in 
ive sense, it would not he right on their part to refuse payment of the sim expended 
in their own interests in excess of the estimate. 

‘That under the circumstances of the ease the constructors or this Company wiiich 
takes over their assets: should be losers by a-single penny: my Board is unable to admit, 
though, of course, the subsequent attitude of the Chiefs in regard to this question 
youll he influenced by the manner in which they were given to understand this matter 
of the 95001, at the time of signing the Agreement, ‘The subsequent letter given to 
the Ohiets by Mr, Taylor lias been Drought to the notice of the Board; but it does not 
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seem to them materially to affect the question, except in so far as it gave an assurance 
to the Chiefa that the estimate would not be exceeded without their consent. It does 
not affect the difficult question as to what the constructors on the spot ought to have 
done when they found themselves face to face with the alternative of clearing themselves 
but suspending the work indefinitely, or of considering the true interests of their clionts 
who were inaccessible to them and divided amongst themselves, Reviewing the eiroum- 
stances, my Board feel that the constructors chose the right course, and their choico 
has been justified by the success of the road which had already placed revennes annually 
at the disposal of the Ohicfs far in excess of the amount annually due by them to the 
constructors. 
Under these cireumstances my Board desire respectfully to express the hope that 
is Majesty's Government will not permit any material loss to result to them from the 
action taken by the constructors in the true interests of their clients, in a transaction 
which was not from the beginning based on ordinary commercial principles, as no profit, 
whatever of any kind accrued therefrom to the constructors, although the amount of work: 
and anxiety which devolved upon them could scarcely have been exceeded in any tran- 
saction of a similar nature, Had the matter been a phrely business one, the constructors 
would have suspended the work after the expenditure of the 9,6001., andl would certainly 
not have advanced another 3,000, to the Chiefs at 6 per cent., repayable in twenty-five 


years. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) “FRANKS, BOTTOMLEY, 
Secretary. 


P.S.—I heg to inclose to you a copy of Mr, Taylor's letter to us, dated the 4th Juno, 
1898, having reference to bis conference with the Chiefs at the time when he is said to 
have given them the letter, dated the 5th Moharrem, 1816, which several years after- 
wards was communicated to us through the Foreign Office, Of this latter letter the 
constructors had no cognizance whatever at the time of construction, nor had ey seen 
it or become acquainted with the tenor of it, except in so far as it was referred to in 
the letter of the 4th June, 1898, prior to its communication through the Foreign 
Office. 
F, 8. B. 


Tnelostire in No. 128, 
Mr. Taylor to the Persian ‘Transport Company, 


Dear Si Isfahan, June 4, 1898, 

T WROTE you from Malamir that 1 had seen Sirdar Axaad and’ the Sepah Dar, 
who had both promised their utmost assistance, and that it was arranged that 1 should 
g0 to Charkhor and there confer with the other Khans and settle the question of labour, 
When we got to Dopulun tho Sirdar ascertained that Haji-il-KKhani and the other Khans 
were at Ardel, so we went there instead of going to Charkhor, 

At Arde! I had @ conference with all the Khans, Hajicil-Khani was. unwell, and 
did not attend ; but in addition to the Sirdar and Sepnh Dar there were present Shatieb- 
es-Sultanah, Semsem-os-Sultanch, Amir Kuli Khan, Khosro Khan, and many others, I 
had anticipated some opposition from the minor Khans, but Twas surprised at this 
“mojlis” to find that not only were they virulently antagonistic, but that the Sepali Dar 
also shared their views. ‘They stated that the road would cost far more than 
275,000 krans to make, including the bridges, and insisted that I should sign a doous 
ment guaranteeing to complete the rond for that sum. ‘This was, of course, out of the 
question, ond T could only assure them that the money would be spent to the best 
advantage, and that in our opinion it would sullice to improve the road suffietently for 
caravans to pass This did not content them, and the minor Khans (especially Khosto 
Khan) were so vehement, and talked so loud about never allowing the work to he started, 
that I feared for a time the meeting wonld break up and necessitate intervention from 
Tehran, However, after discussing the matter, [got to the bottom of their fears. Tt seems 
that the Persian Agreement signed by the Sirdurand Sepah Dar reads that if more money 
is needed for the road we are to supplyit, This, Timayine, refers to the cart rond which 
may afterwanis he required, but they understood it to mean that we could spend as 
much money as we pleased upon the road, say three or four times the above amount, 
and that they would he bound to repay it, interest and capital; and, to uso their own 

(1780) aC 
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that we would not spend more than 300,000 krans up 






is: no harm in doing this, s 
Amount specified in the contract, 

With them itis not a qu 
we might exceed the amount two or three times, 











(Signed) 


words, that we would “eat them up and take their country from them in satisfaction.” 
1 assured them that we had no intention of spending any more than the amount specified 
in the contract, and that if whien this was spent any pl 
could do it themselves. ‘They then asked me whether I would give them a letter to say 
‘ithout their 

consent. This I assented to, and gave them the desired undertaking in writing. ‘There 
ig that we have no intention of advancing more than the 


pon road and bridges 


ion! of 50,000 krans more or less, but they feared that 


Tam, &e.. 
A. B, TAYLOR, 





laces needed improvement, they 













No. 124, 
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India Office, December 9, 1904, 








Government of India to Mr. 








(Helexraphie,) 
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Would simply be wasted, 
In these. cire 

15 Britislh 
ongincor it all, unless 
of Dutch nationality, who 
elsewhere, are already. on the 
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India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 10.) 


DHE Under-Secretary of State for Tndia presents his compliments to the Under- 

airs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
roy, dated the Oth instant, relative to Karun Irrigation scheme. 





Inelosure in No. 124, 


Brodrick, 


December 9, 1904. 


tion: Your telegram of 16th ultimo, i 
Experts consider that nothing worth doing could be done by an engineer not 


naided by surveyors, and that time 


s, though we entertain no doubt of the importance of 
heme, we would rather not send an 
«an be made openly and properly. ‘Three engineers 


subord 





vate Staff in Bombay and 


Way fo make a regular survey of the Korean district, 
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No. 1 
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the subject of th § 


ian Boundary Award, 





his departure fom England, respecting the three 
formed inelosures in your letter of the 15th ultimo 
Sir A. Hardingo'is disposed to. 
aco of draft B, He con 

provision fo insure that the Persians will’ rece 
the Helmand, and hetherefore s 
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which should, he suggests, ran as follows :— 
*(6,) Mo enable both sides to satisfy themse 








Foreign Office to Initia Office. 





Ail opportunity was tiken of consulting His Majesty 


with the Government of Indi 
; however, that the 
ve their on 
iggests that the italicised portions of clan: 


Their presence in the Av 


ige is furthor in favour of a slight modifi x 
Award, relative to the appointment of a permanent irrigation officer as Arbitrator, 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1904, 


‘our letter of the Oth instant, on 





Minister at Tehran, before 
draft Awards, which 
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of the waters of 
10 (c) of the 
he Assan, which the Government 
rd would strengthen 
iin irrigation works should allow 














ion, of clause 5 of the 


that this Award is being complied 
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with, and at the same time to avoid the necessity of fresh references to the Government 
of India and the expense of special Missions, a British officer of irrigation experience 
should be permanently attached to His Majesty's Consulate in Seistan, He will. bo 
empowered fo give an opinion, . . .” (Rest of clause as before.) 

Sir A. Hardinge points out that if mention is made of the appo 

permanent Arbitrator, the Persian Government may think that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment are trying to perpetuate the local functions assigned to Colonel MeMahon, and 
re seeking a pretext for constant political interference in Seistan frontier affairs, 
tninimizing the importance of the appointment, and by making its holder a Ci 
Officer of special experience, simply attached to the Consular staff in Scistan. as a 
matter of convenience and economy, wo shall, he thinks, render it more ageoptable 10 
the Persians. 
Tord Lansdowne concurs in the views expressed by His Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran, As, x, Sir A. Hardinge did not, before he left England, have an 
opportunity of seeing the considerations advanced in your letter under reply, 
Lordship would be glad to learn whethier the Sccrotary of State for India desires that 
His Majesty's Legation should be further consulted before any decision is come to in 
the matter. 











iment of a 


























Tam, ke, 
(Signed) "ELDON Gorst, 





No. 126, 


Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 12) 





My Lord, Constantinople, December 6, 1904 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 169 of the 19th ultimo, I have the Honour to 
forward to your Lordship herewith copy of w despatch from His Majesty's Const at 
Jeddah, containing a Memorandum by'the Vice-Consul relative to the Nejd hostilities, 
in which particulars aro given of allezed. overtures by a soi-disant Russian and Rreneh 
Agent to Bin Rashid, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) WAL/DER TOWNLEY. 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 126, 


Consul Devey to Mr. Townley. 
(No. 109.) 
Sir, Jeddah, November 19, 1904, 
{ HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum by Vice-Consu 
Husain on affairs in Nejd. 
T have, &e, 
ned) G, P. DEVEY, 





Tnclosure 2 in No, 126, 
Memorandum, 


[HAVE come to know from a reliable source that six battalions of Turkish 
troops have lately been sent from Syria under General Sidki Pastin to Maan, whence 
they haye to march down to Acaba, From Acaba they go by steamer'to Yembo, and 
thenee go to Nejd vid Medina. ‘Three battalions ordered to go to Nejd under’ Arif 
Pasha, and reported elsewhere, were delayed for want of transport camels. ‘Phe 
authorities at Medina were offering up to 6 Turkish liras per camel as camel hite, but 
the Bedouins were still unyilling to undertake tho task, About twelve days’ ago 
1,000 camels sent by Bin Rashid arrived at Medinajbut they were not sufficient, and the 
Medina authorities were endeavouring to secure more cainels to dispatch the troops, 
News received up to the 7th instant show that the troops bad not left till then, but most 
probably they have started since, 
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Thave algo been informed that a Moslem (Mohiuddin or another name ending with 
din"), representing himself as an authorized Agent of Russia and France, had sent 
a letter to Bin Rashid offering him a subsidy of 100,000 dollars a month on his signing 
a Treaty. accepting the protection of either of the two Powers or conjointly of both, 
Tt is said that he also mentioned in his leiter that Great Britain was trying to construct 
4 railway line from Port Said to Koweit through Nejd which was to jeopardize his 
authority and country, and therefore the arrangement offered by him, viz., to obtain the 
protection of Russia or France, or both of them, will for ever relieve him of any such 
danger. In this letter this man had also asked the permission to visit him in order to 
iscuss the proposal, but Bin Rashid refused this permission, and warned him not to 
enter his country, and also mentioned that it was for the Ottoman Government to 
decide whether the Port Said-Koweit Railway, if ever it was projected, was permissible 
or not, 
Bin Rashid sent a special messenger with the correspondence that passed between 
and this man, with other confidential documents found with Bin Saoud, when, some 
ime ago, he was wounded in n battle and bad to run away to Constantinople, and this 
messenger left Jeddah by the steam-ship “ Negileh” on the 7th instant. Bin Rashid 
hud also informed the Vali and the Grand Sharit about this correspondence between 
hhim and the alleged Russian and French Agent. 

1 am also informed that Bin Sabah, the Sheikh of Koweit, was always well inclined 
towards Bin Saoud, but it appears that they are not on good terms now, as Bin Sabah 
ately returned some money sent by Bin Saoud for a supply of arms and ammunition, 
on account of which ‘iu Saoud vas left quite resourecless, and hall to. leave for 
Riudh, 




























(Signed) MOHAMMED HUSAIN 
November 16, 1904 





No, 127, 
Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—{Received December 12.) 


(No. 984, Confidential.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 6, 1904. 

‘THE Grand Vizier spoke to me very confidentially yesterday about the question of 
the Aden Tradé, and with special reference to your Lordship's recent conversation with 
Musurus Pasha of whieh you were good enough to furnish me with a résumé in your 
telogram No. 167 of the 2nd instant, his Highness. said that Musurus Pasha’s report of 
his conversation with your Lordship had been communicated to the Sultan, but that 
His Majesty had not yet issued his commands upon it. 

Rerid Pasha then went over the history of the negotiations for the issue of the 
Tradé in some detail, with n view to showing that he himselt and the Ministers of th 
Porte had acted parlvetly straightforvardly in the matter, aud that the hitch that hind 
occurred was entirely due to intrigues at the Palace, inspired, he said, by information 

civei from Abdullah Pashia, the late Military Commandant in the Yemen, who had 

‘ded in making the Sultan believe that he was surrendering « large extent of 

ory to Great Britain under the proposals made by Sir N. O'Conor and approved by 
tho Council of Ministers 

His Highness sid that he and the Minister for Roreign Affairs had asked to be 
confronted with the persons who had thus misled the Sultan, in order that they anight 

it plain to Tis Majesty that there is no ground for alarm, 

Ferid Pasha declared that the whole business had been very painful for him and 
fik Pasha, because they would appear perhaps to kave misled His Majesty's 
Government in giving me ‘assurances as to the Tradé whieh had made such a brief 
Appearance at the Poste, but he eould assure me that they had left no stone unturned to 
Secure its reissue, and that he had quite recently ‘again urged His Majesty to 
promulgate the Decree afresh before the Reast of Bairam, Ue added that’ the 
German Ambassador had on more than one oceasion urged the Turkish Govern- 
mont that it was in their ovn interests to settle the question without loss of time, 

‘The Grand Vizier advanced no new feature in the course of his explanations, and 
1 can only opine that in referring to the question at such length he desired that your 
Lordship shold understand that the Porte is not responsible for the delay that’ has 
occurreit, and that you might consequently be persuaded to defer taking action in the 
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sense indicated to the Turkish Ambassador until after the Feast of Bairam, when the 

Sultan will have more leisure to attend to the carrent aflairs of State, which have got 
much in arrear during the month of Ramazan, i 

Tmade no comments upon the Grand Vizier’s remarks beyond pointing out to bis 

Highness that the circumstances were such as to render the irritation of His Majesty's 

Government at the delay which had occurred in concluding the settlement made, more 

than justifiable, 

T liave, &e. 

(Signed) wa 





ER TOWNLEY, 





No, 128, 
Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received December 12) 


(No. 942.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 6, 1904, 
WITH reference to. my despatch No, 832 of the 26th October, respecting the 
murder of n Bahreinese by members of the Behaih tribe, Lhave the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum by Mr, Marinitseh, Acting First Dragoman, 
showing the steps taken by the Porte to give effect to my representations, ‘The 
measures reported scarcely seem to have advanced matters much, or to offer a 
prospect of the required redress being obtained, 

















T have, &e. 
(Signed) WALTER TOW 








Taclosure in No, 128, 
Memorandum by Mr. Marinitsch, 


{Foreign Office despatch No, 338 of September 24, 1904.) 








WITH reference to the murder of Sheikh Selman and his followe 
honour to report that die Memorandum drawn up on the last information supplied 
to the Government of India, whieh Mr. Lain presented to. the Minister for Foreign 
AMfairs (sce his Memorandum No, 318 of the 20th October, 1904), was referred to the 
consideration of the Minister of the In 
Tiad sovoral interviews on this matter with Memdouk Pash 
press upon liis Excellency’ the necessity of. hi this ailair brought to 
Satisictory solution, the more so as the fresh information nov supplied by the Goveri= 
meut of India to this Embassy, and communicated by the latter to the Sublime 
Porte, will Jocal authorities, 

y Momdouk Pashin, taking into consideration the fact that the V; 
of Bassorah had just reached his post, thought it advisiblo, in order tc 
with the details of this affair, to instruct ‘Talib Bey, the ex-Afutessarif of Nejd, who is 
at prosent in Constantinople, to draw up a fullizeport on it, expressing, at the same: tim 

his personal views on the matter, 

Talib Bey has already presented his report to, His. Excelle 

on it will be almost, impossible to seize the rem: 
its of the Beliail tribe. 
ks that the amount claimed as pecuniary compensation for the 
plundered property is exaggerated, as the murdered Sheikh and his followors were 
rely on a shooting trip and could not, therefore, have brought with them so much 
gai. 
‘The Minister of the Interior did not inde 
simply mentioned Uiem to me for the inforn 
the contrary, his Excellency requested me to give full nssuranci 
fivct that he will continue to use his be 
those who are implicated in these murders arte 
xv is, however, afraid that the 
aid will, prove ie lack of proper means of communica- 
tion betw Bussor i: 

Meinclowk Pasha called my attention to the inconsistency, from the point of view 
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s, | have the 






















nd T did not 












































y, Tt deems that in 
ning culprits owing 

















statements; he has 

s Embassy, On 
to His Majesty's 
efforts with a view 10 
ed and punished, His 
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both of the Sheri and the criminal Jaws, of the demand of the Sheikh of Bahrein to 

the effect that three of the principal men concerned in these outrages should be 
ited in satisfaction for the lives of Sheik Selman, his son Diaij, and his nephew 

Abdur Rabman-ibn-Reshid, for whose murder the Chief cannot accept compensation. 

Tn his Excelleney’s opinion, owing to the wandering nature of the Behaih tribes- 
men, there will he no possibility whatsoever of obtaining evidence, as the wituesses 
who should be ealled before the Court will never appear, 

In the lotter now addressed to the Vali of Bussorah, His Exeelleney Memdouk 
Pasha Inid stress on the fact that the local authorities shonld try to lay hands dn the 
culprits when the tribesmen next come, as. they 
purpose of exchanging products, close to the limits of the vil 

Tn conclusion the Minister of the Interior 

he was unable to give cate 
to anake tes and fll ing 
i ub 


tions, in order that the $1 

































der present 
al instructions to the Vali, but he has 
= into th mnd to report the result 
mie Porte m ‘a decision, 


(Sign H. MARINITSCH, 













Constantinople, December 6, 1904, 





No. 129. 


India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received December 12) 





, India Office, December 7, 1904. 
TAM dirocted by the Secretary of State for India in Coumeil to refer to the letter 
from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran to the Marquess of Lansdowne dated the 
S1d September Inst, in which he recommends that a favourable answer should be siven 
to the application of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that telegrams exchanged between the 
ian Government and its Consul-General in India should be charged at half rates 
m fo say that Mr, Brodrick sees no objection to. the concession being made 
Persian Government, more especially if it ean he tiked to induce a more 
conciliatory spirit in that Government towards the telegraph connection with Bunder 
‘Abbas, 
Tam, however, to inclose a Minute hy the Director-in-€ 
‘Pelograph Department, from which it will be: s 


















Ihief of the Indo-European 
that the arrangement referred to as 








egarils British State telegrams will not come into force till the Central Persian line is 
completed, 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 










Tnelosure in No, 129, 


Note hy Divector-in-chief, hido-Kuropean Telegraph Department, dated October 14, 1904, 


V HAVE noted that the Persian Goverumont would like the Indian telegraph poles 
Tenioved for the 13 miles they come inside the Persian frontier, and replaced by the 
pattern of pole useil on the Central Persia line, 1 will arrahge with the Indian 
‘Telegraph Department about this when it ean be earried out conveniently, 

As to the request that the Persian Government should pay only half price for its 
telegrams with its Consul-General in India, in the same way that State telegrams 
passing between the Goverment of India and the British Minister at ‘Tehran are to be 
sent at half rates, 1 would point out that this arrangement as regards British State 
Lolograme is not in force at present. It will be put into operation. when the Central 
Persia line pleted, and international traflc is carried along it, I see no objection 
to the desired concession being made to the Persian Government, more especially if it 


can be used to induce a more conciliatory spirit in the Persian Government towards 
the telegraph coneetion with Bunder Abbas, 
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No. 130. 
MM. Geaffray to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 18.) 


M. le Marquis, Ambaseade de France, Londres, le 12 Décembre, 1904, 

JE suis chargé do faire savoir A votre Seignourie que, conformément aux termes 
du Compromis du 18 Octobre dernier, instituant Yarbitrage de la Cour de Ia Haye 
dans I question des Voutriers Mascatais, mon Gouvernement a fit choix de. son 
Arbitze, et quill s'est assuré A cot effet 16 concours de M, do Jonkheer de Sayornin 
Tolman, membre de Ia Deuxiéme Chambre des Stats-Généraux du Royaumo des 
Pays-Bas, 

En portant cotte indication 21a connaissance de votre Seigneurif je suis également 
chargé do Jui faire savoir que. mon Gouvernement. serait heurohs d'étro inforind, 
aussitOt que votre Excellence le oroira possible, du choix du Gonyernoment do Sa 
Majesté, les deux Arbitres nommés par les Parties intéeosséos devant avoir procédé, 
@an commun accord, avant le 18 Janvier prochain A la désignation duu Suearbitro. 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Signs) GEOPWRAY. 























No, 131. 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 18.) 


Tehran, December 18, 1904, 





24th November, 1904, he Grand. 
nue aceruing to the Persian Goyern- 
© Highness also inquires estimate of the 





approsimate rev 
itover, 





ment from the line after tak 
zost of line from Bunder Abbas fo Henjam across Kishm, 
(Sent to Tndin.) 








No, 132. 


‘The Marquess of Lansd 





to Mr. Grant Duff. 
(No. 156.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 18, 1904. 

WITH reference to Sir A, Hardinge’s despnteh No. 176 of the 19th September 
and to previous correspondence, I transmit to you herewith copies of tivo, letters from 
tho Persian ‘Transport Company relative to their accounts with the Bakhtiari Chiefs in 
connection with the Ahwaz—Ispaban Road.® 

I shall be glad to receive your observations on the points raised in these two 
communications. From the sceond of them you will observe that the Company again 
aise the claim to be repaid 8,5007. instead of 5,501, on account of oxpenses incurred. 
in the construction of the road. ‘Yo this T propose to xeply that I seo no reason to 
modify the views expressed in the letters from this Department to the Buplrates and 
‘Tigris Steam Navigation Company of the 15th May, 1908, and the 12th February 
last. 














Tam, &o. 
igned) LANSDOWNE, 








* Now. 120 snd 129, 
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No. 138, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 18, 1904. 

TAM ditected by the Marquess of Lansdowne to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9th instant, forwarding a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy of India 
relative to Karun irrigation. 

Lord Lansdowne observes with regret that the Government of India propose to 
abandon the idea of dispatching an engineer to Ahwaz, on the ground that, unaided 
by sunvoyors, and without permission to make open use of instruments, he could 
accomplish nothing, {is Lordship is not aware that any instructions has been issued. 
forbidding the engineer to make open uso of instruments when necessary. It is 
undoubtedly desirable that he should avoid attracting undue attention, as would 
certainly be the ease were his establishment to be on the scale contemplated by the 
Government of India. But this need not preclude the use of instruments; it is not 
desired to conceal the fact that he will be engaged in a survey of the Karun River, 
nor, in the circumstances, would it be possible to do so, and, a8 stated in my letter of 
the Sird November, it is proposed to bring his mission to the knowledge of the Persian 
Government. 

Lond Lansdowne is of opinion that all that Tis Majesty’s Government require is 
an export opinion as to (1) whether, and to what extent, the scheme would affect the 
navigation of the Karun, and (2) whether it contains the elements of success, An 
olaborate survey liardly seems necessary in order to obtain @ preliminary report 
these two points, while without such a report it is imposible for Tis Majesty 
Government to decide what policy to pursue, and whether or not to encourage the 


0 {0 suggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for 
India, whether the Government of India should not ayain be invited to send an 
to tho Karan to make a survey on the lines indicated in Mr. Brod 


Lam, &e. 
ELDON Gor 
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No. 135, 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowme.—(Received December 14.) 
(No. 151.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, December 14, 1904, 


‘THLE demands of the United States’ Government in regard to the Urmi murders 
lave been agreed to unconditionally by the Persian Government, 





No. 136, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Grant Di 





(No. 165.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 14, 1904. 

WITH reference to Sir A. Hardinge’s despatch No. 164 of the 3rd September 
last, I transmit to you herewith copy of a letter from the India Office,® stating that the 
Socretary of Stato for India sees no objection to granting the application of the 
Persian Government that telegrams exchanged by them with their Consul-General in 
India should be charged for at half rates only, moro especially if this concession ean 
be used to induco a more conciliatory spirit on their part towards the proposed 
telegraph connection with Bunder Abbas. 

‘You aro authorized to reply to the Persian Government accordingly, but you 
should make it clear that the concession applies to the Central Porsian lino only, and 
cannot take effect until the similar armaagement with regard to British State telegrams 
comes into foree on the completion of that line, 















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 

















No, 134. 
India Office to Forelyn Office (Received December 14.) 


NITE Undor-Sceretary of State for Tndin presents his compliments to the Unde 
y fairs, und, by: direction of Mr. Sceretary Brodri 
rivards herewith, for the information of tho Secretary of State, copy of inelosure in 
A lotter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated 8rd November, rel to tribal 
distin}anoes in Oman, 


Tudin Office, December 12, 1901, 


Tnelosure in No. 184, 
Major W, G. Grey to the Government of hidia. 


Muscat, October 10, 1904, 
T HAVE the honour 0 give particulars of an event which lias recently taken 
in Onuiut, It is unlikely to have firereaching consequences, but, us T might 
have to refer (o it by tole brief report fs advisable. 
ome daysagon party of the Al Wahibel), who are e tribe of Hinayi Bedouins, 
while onn plundering excursion, attacked Ghor, a town on the borders of Jalan and 
the Sharkiyeh; some 80 miles from the coast, and defeated a number of the Beni Bur 
Ali (a tribo of the Ghatiti section) who came out to oppose them, ‘The former lost ten 
Killed! and wounded, and the lattor sixteen, Among the slain was a son of the Beni 
Bu Ali Chief, Abdulla-bin-Salin 
, His Highness the Sultan is afraid that Abdullo-bin-Salim may wage war on 
a-someviat larger scale thin usual in revenge for his son’s doath, and it is on this 
agcount that L make this report. "There is nothing at preseut to fear as regards 
danger to British subjects, 








No. 137. 
India Office to Foreign Office. 





(Received December 16,) 


WIM reference to this Office letter of the 9th November, the Under-Secretary 

te for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of Stato, tor 

and, hy direction of Mr. Seoretary Brodrick, forwards herewith, for 

the infermation of the Secretary of State, copy of correspondence received trom’ the 
Goverment of India relative to the Bronch flag question, 


India Office, December 15, 1904. 















Inclosure 1 in No, 187. 
Major Grey to the Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Muscat, October 4, 1904, 
T HAVE the honour to forward herewith copy of a letter, dated the 8rd instant, 
which [have addressed to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, Bushire, 


* So 119, 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 187. 


Major Grey to Major Coz. 


Museat, October 3, 1904. 

I HAVE the honour to refer to the correspondence between Lord Lansdowne and 
M, Cambon, a copy of which was forwarded to me with your Office indorsoment 
No, 118 of 1904, 


property 
personal 


French 
that th 












































thole promis, to supp 
protection, Their o 





posible to prevent 
rotection is granted in each instance, 
y of our making a clear statement of the 






position, 
1 bog respeottully to suugest flierefore that pressure be put upon them to 
supply stich list as soon ‘as possible, in order that 1 may have an opportunity of 
discussing with the Ruler of Oman the ciroumstances under which protection has 
been afforded to cach individual, and subsequently of submitting a clear statement 
to Government. : 

5, "No savo time a copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Under-Secretary 
to the Government of India in the Foreign Department, Simla, 

















No 138, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mv. Townle 





127.) 
Foreign Office, December 16, 1904. 

¥ Inst reception, T asked him to call 
ved any information with regan to 
tter of the Lrd6 for the settlement 


AS the Nurkish Ambassador did not 
Upon me to-day, and inquired whether he h 
the intontions of the Turkish Government 
of the Aden frontion, 
His xeollency said that he had not called upon me because he had 
nd io regretted, therefore, that he was unt i 
which T required, é 
T told his Excelloney that, in deference to his entreaties, I had been content to 
tako no further action until the end of Ramazm, which, however, wa Ait 
Said that you had had a conversation with the Grand Vizier on the 5th instant, in the 
course of which he did not attompt to defend the conduct of the ‘Turkish Government, 
Which sas apparently to be attributed to the personal intervention of the Sultan, 
warned his Excellency that le must not expect us to accept the situation in which we 
had heen phiced, and T requested him to telegraph. to the Turkish Government saying 
that I iad demanded an early reply to our representations, and that, if they were 
still disregarded, it would become necessary for us to take steps for the purpose of. 
obtaining compliance with them, asked his Excellency whether the ‘Turkish 
Government had anything to gain by continuing these dilatory tactics; the only 
result would be that they would have in the end to give way under circumstances 
which could scarcely fail to involve some humiliation to them, 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE. 


















received no 
me the information 





le tog 
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No. 139, 
Acting Consul Monahan to Mr. Townley.—(Received at the Foreign Office, December 17.) 


(No. 58) 
Sis, Bussorah, November 25, 1904, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 51 of the 7th ultimo, and to my telegrams 
No. 61 of the Sth and No, 66 of the 20th instant, I have the honour to report as 
follows :-— 

Many letters were received here towards the end of October, brought by a 
messenger from Thn Saoud, to the effect that Ibn Rashid came out from Shenana on the 
Vith Rejeb (27th September) with the Turkish foree and the three or four gins which 
were still servicealile, and tried to bombard a castle about an liour from Shenana called 
Kasr Ibn Akil, in which was Ibn Saoud’s friend, the Sheikh of Boreyda, Ibn Saou camo 
out from Al Russ, and there was a fight, when fbn Rashid almost immediately fled, no 
one knows whither, perhaps to Hail, and the ‘Turkish force also fled with him, Much 
booty, including camels, horses, and provisions, was left, and one gun which was taken 
by Thn Sond, Only a few were killed—I hear from mother source only thirteen on 
Thn Rashid’s side, namely, three soldiers and ten Arabs, Thn Rashid and’ his meu and 
the Turkish soldiers were before the fight exhausted and demoralized, and there was 
much disaffection, Prisoners do not appear to have been taken, the Arabs of Ibn Saoud 
being too busy collecting booty. 

‘Phe. messenger was detained in custody here for twenty-four hours by the Acting 
Vali, Faklri Pasha, who questioned him and then let him go with a small present, 
liaving been informed that he had been beaten here by some soldiers and by some friends 
of Ibn Rashi 

T understand that exaggerated reports of the vietory have reached Koweit, 
Nothing, however, to contradict the above version contained in the letters has. been 
received here either by Ibn Rashid’s or Thn Saoud’s party, and [hear that the Field 
Marshal _at Bagdad fins received a confirmatory report from Ibn Kashid himself; so 1 
gather that the version is in the main true. "he great efforts of the Government, which 
have been going on for the past, three weeks, to collect money for the purchase of eainel, 
for Lin Rashid, are evidence of its truth, All the leading Mussulmans of Bussorah, ever 
Ibn Saoud’s friends, the rich Jows, and even some Christians, have been forced by. the 
moral pressure of the Acting Vali, Fakhri Pasha, though in a kind and gentle manner, 
to give sums from 5 to 80 lias each, About 4,000 liras have, 1 hear, been collected 
from Bussorah town, and the collection is going on in other patts of the vilayets, 
Probably about 7,000 liras will be collected trom the whole vilayet, 

‘The new Vali, Mukhis Pasha, who landed here from the Russian steamer from 
Constantinople on the 19th instant, hns not been taking any direct active part in the 
collection, but the police were yesterday still collecting in the toyn 

Fakhri Pasha, who starts’ to-morrow for Bagdad, has left the best impression of 
energy, honestly and successfully shown, in maintaining order in the vilayet, and especially 
in Bussorah town, During his'two months? stay there has been in the town a degree of 
sceurity perhaps never before known, 































































T have, &o, 
(Signed) J, H, MONAHAN, 





No, 140. 
Mr. Townley fo the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 19.) 


(No. 947.) 

My Lond, Constantinople, December 12, 1904, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 932 of the Gth instant, and to ‘previous 

correspondence respecting the vacillating intentions of the Ottoman Government with 

regard fo the dispatch of a military expedition on a large scale to Nejd, I have tho 

Honour to transmit, herewith, copy of a despatch which I have received from His 
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i i certal $ lies for troops, said 
‘Majesty's Consul at Damascus stating that certain orders for supp! 
to bo on thelr way from Bagdad to Arabia, lad been countermanded, re te 

‘he beef alluded to by Mr. Richards that bn Soul is being assisted direst 
or indirectly by Great Britain, is not limited to Damascus, but is eurrent at Constan- 


tinople also. oeate ae 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 








Tnclosure in No, 140. 


Consul Richards to Mr. Townley. 


(No. 87.) 


Damascus, November 21, 1904. 
the hononr to inform you that Satis Posh the dure 
Protector) 0 ‘Hadj,” accompanied by Mahmoud Pasha Boozo, a Kurdis! 
(Protector) of the “Hadj,” accompanic Eaten Es Nay ep Caen 











he four battalions of troops now said to be on their way from Bagdad 
GHantsy: Levine: Wenn dlstataled 10 the aaslatance of fhe Brake um 
cr ct Saoud. s 
ser a ttloying ty ip ved a telegraphic order from Constantinople 
trucking hin to countermand the dispatch of foo and ammunition, which he 
forwarded al ones o Abdurrahman Pasha. It fs sad here that the Turkish militars 
expedition to the Nejd has becn abandoned, but you, Sir, are doubtless fully informed 
t poll X other quarter, 
Pe Seu Nee + to Know that for some timo it was currently reported and 
generally believe hit Hn Tesh nd defeated 1bn Saond inthe recent, eontint 
von now thi on of the story finds a cortain number of supporters. ‘This wil 
ps, surprise you very much’ when T tell you that Lbave knowledge of the 
Ivo mon of position here of letters from Thn Reshid, in both of which he 
heen victorious. A 
font aultorty thot-on a-reeont osension the ACutossarif of the Hauran 
ony Teonin, Shoikhs, whom he as trying bee ta 
nply.& wmment for the transport of ammunition aud provisions for 
RE aaa sps-who lind icen ordered to march to the assistance of Thn 
Reshid, that British soldiers [afc] were aiding the traito 
with the foyal Ht of the No}, and hat it was thee bounden duty fo 
their powor to deteat these foreign machinations, the sole aim and object of 
eee gta possession of the sacred soil of Arabia. T hear that the Sbeikhs, 
wat the time, subsequently expressed hei satisfaction ue 
prospect of relief from the Wurkish yoke, be the ‘of such relief what they 
Might. ‘Whe Maguao ateribited to the: Mutessarit was, it is alloged, used by im 
during a session of the Idarol: Mejliss at Sheikh Miskin (the seat of Government in the 
Haun), but this is havdly ctedible, though it is likely enough that some members 
of the Me) present when the Bedouin were spoken Tf, on ig further 
inqutries, Lam convinced that the report of this ieident is thoronghly well founded, 
Tehull take.the fist opportunity to speak of it to the Vali and protest ozai ste 
employment by. te Muteswuif, in his official capacity, of language of such a 
miendicious and inflammatory character. Tmayadd that the fact o 
laving been vendered to Tht Saoud and his ally, Ln Sabah, the 
fully eredited by many people in this ¢ 


shid in his 
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No. 141. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 19.) 


Sir, India Office, December: 16, 1904. 
WITH reference to my covering letter of the 15th December, 1903, inclosing 
& copy of telegraphic instructions to the Viceroy for the preparation of a Report on 
the operations of the Aden Delimitation Commission for presentation to Parliament, 
Jam directed by Mr. Secretary Brodrick to transmit, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, 
4 copy of the Report which has been drawn up by the late Resident at Aden, 

1 am also to forward a copy of the letter from the Government of Initia which 
accompanies the Report, and which summarizes the principal results which have so 
far heen attained by the Commission, 

Mr, Brodrick desires me to expreas his cordial eoneurrence in the commendation of 
thie services performed by the officers concerned in the demarcation, which is expressed 
by the Government of India in the final parazraphs of thein letter; and he considers 
that great credit is due to the Joint Commissioners for the successtul completion of their 
operations, 














Tam, &6. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 





Inclosure 1 in No, 141, 





fovernment of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Seoret.) 

Sir, Simla, November 10, 1904, 
WITH reference to your Secret telexram, dated the 13th December, 1908, and 
Secret despateh dated the 18th December, 1903, we have the honour to transmit a copy 
of a Report by the Political Resident at Aden, dealing with the history of the demar- 
cation of the frontier between Aden and the Provinee of Yemen from the boginning of 
the proceedings up to the dissolution of the Commission in June last, as ameiiied by us, 
Althongh the Report forms a most useful history, it may not be necessary now to publish 
its but, should publication be decided tipon, the remarks of the Resident, as regards the 
‘Turkish Government and their officials, may require to be revised, expecially if the 
boundary has in the meantime been amicably settled, 

2. We venture to take this opportunity of recapitulating, for the information of His 
Majesty's Government, the main features of the work which lias been accomplished and 
of the results that have been so far attained, At the beginning of 1902, the position 
was as follows: No part of the boundary between the British Protectorate und Turkish 
dominions was delimited. We claimed the whole territory belonging to the so-called 
“Nine Cantons,” ie,, the country of the Abdali, Fadthli, Akrabi, Haushabi, Alavi, 
Amiri, Subsihi, Yaffai, and Aulaki, ‘The Turkish authorities claimed the whole of 
South-West Arabia except Aden and its immediate neighbourhood, 

3. In February 1902 the British Delimitation Commission was constituted with 
Colonel R. A. Wahab, C.LE., as Commissioner at their head, ‘The moment the Turkish 
local auhorities understood that delimitation work was to be carried out on. the general 
basis of actual effective occupation, they proceeded to seize various points in the Amiti 
territory, which, it was understood, was to be frst taken in hand, This action they 
took with a view to founding increased claims on the new seizures. ‘The British Commis. 
sioners, notwithstanding this aggressive action, proceeded to the Amiri country, and 
entered into communication with their Turkish colleagues, 

4. The whole time from February 1902 until the (2th March was passed by the 
British Commission in furnishing His’ Majesty’s Goverument with reports and tracings 
of the country in dispute, in resisting Turkish encroachinents, and in fruitless endeavours 
to come to some practical arrangement with the Turkish Boundary Commissioners as to 
reasonable basis for negotiation, Demarcation having eventually been found impossible 
owing to the impracticable attitude of the Turkish authorities, an attempt was made to 
transfer the seene of operations to the tract lying to the north-east of the Amiri country 
saree the tee but the Turkish Commissioners still refused to co-operate, Matters 

1780, 2F 
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Bot {0 stich a pass that pressing representations had repeatedly to be made at Constanti- 
nople, anid n British ship of war hall to be sent to Hodeida. ‘These measures yere so 
far successful that, in November 1902, and. again in January and February 1903, 
Imperial Iradés were issued in which our demands as to the general basis of the delimi. 
tation were complied with, and instructions issued to the Turkish Commissioners 
aceoriingly, Mr, G, H. Fitzmaurice, C.M.G., 2nd Dragoman at His Majesty's Embassy 
at Constantinople, had meanwhile, at the end of November 1902, been added to the 
Commission as Joint Commissioner 

5. In spite of the issue of tie Tradés, matters made no progress, and in Rebruary 
1903 it became necessary to dispatch a mixed column to support the Commission on the 
Dthala Plateau. Finally, on the 22nd March, 1903, the ‘Turks evacuated the whole of 
that part of the Amiri country recently occupied by them, and rendered it possible at 
last to commence proceedings. Still, however, further delay was caused by the attitude 
of the tribes, who had been aroused fo unrest and opposition by fanatical appeals issued 
by the ‘Turkish authorities; and it was not till the 1st October, 1903, that the first pillar 
was actually erected at the point where the boundaries of the Mares and Shaibi territory 
meet on the banks of the Wadi Bana, In the followinz December the Amiri border 
itself (42 miles) had been demareated in general accordance with British claims, By 
Tebrunry 1904, the Haushabi country, south-west of the Amiri territory, had been 
delimited (36 miles), and there only remained to he completed the Subaihi border ving 
south-west of the Hnushabi country towards the sea, together with the boundary 
Previously referred to as lying to the north-east of the Wadi Bana towards the 
lesert, 

5, Tt wns decided to postpone the settlement of the latter question and to confine 
the work of the actual Commissions to tie completion of the demarcation of the Subathi 
border, In April 1904, this boundary had been delimited as far south-west as Mudariba 
(58 miles), and there are now, as is observed by General Maitland, no places remaining 
‘in dispute between the Wadi Bana and the point of intersection of the 13th parallel of 
latitudeand the 44th of longitude, Asregards the rest of the boundary towards the sea, 
though it hos been surveyed, no agreement has yet been arrived at on the subject; but 
urgent representations are being made by His Majesty's Government direct to the 
Porte, with a view to the prompt settlement in principle of the question, On the 
M1th June, 1904, Colonel Wahab resigned his position as. Joint Commissioner, and all 
the other members of the Commission left with the exception of Mr. Fitzmaurice, who 
was instructed to stop at Perim, while the Turkish Commissioner remained at Sheikh 
Said, with w view to the settiement of the remaining portion of the south-west 
Doundary. 






























































ow tat the Commission bas practically come to an end of its labours, it may 
not be out of place to state briefly our opinion as to the work done by the British Commis- 
sion, ‘his work consists in the delimitation of 198 miles of houndary and in the survey 
of over 6,000 square miles more in the course of two and a-half years, in spite of the 
consistently obstructive attitude of the Turkish Commissioners, the obstacles caused. by 












urbanees among the interested tribes, and the trying nature ot the climate. We 
consider that results have been achieved which are substantial and on the whole satis- 











factory, Whilo, on the one lund, we have lost. considerable areas to which the “ Nine 
Cantons ” had historical claims, we have for the most part secured a definite frontier to 
which the tribes concemed do not apparently themselves object. In the course of the 
proceeilings it has unfortunately been necessary on more than one occasion to take 
punitive measures against sections of the tribes who have obstructed the Commi: 

interfered with their lines of communications, We shall have occasion. to 











jotice these operations in a separate despatch, ‘That the punishments thus inflicted 
Hot been ineffectual is, we think, shown by the practical immunity which the Com- 


hav 
mission enjoyed in the Inter stages of their operations through the turbulent country of 
the Subuihi tribes; and we trust tht the departure of the Commission from their 
coimtry has left among the tribes u conviction of our power to enforce submission and 
our intention £0 obstain from interference, 

8. We venture to call the: attention of His Majesty’s Government to. the services 
performed by the officers concerned in the demarcation, and in this connection we desire 
to mention the name of Major-General P, J. Maitland, O.B,, the Political Resident, 
‘Though not directly concerned with the delimitation work, he had necessarily to advise 
on the proposals of the Commissioners as affecting the future administration of the 
hinterland, aud he was responsible throughout for the local nieasures which ultimately 
enabled the Commission to overcome the many difficulties caused to them by the imprac- 
ticability of their Turkish colleagues and the turbulence of the tribes through whose 
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ternitory they had to pass. Some friction unfortunately occurred between the Resident 





and the Commissioner to the somewhat different standpoints from which they 
approached the questions at issue, but on the whole we consider that General Maitland 
performed his task with firmness nnd diseretion. Colonel R. A. Wahab was first as solo, 
and then as Senior Joint, Commissioner in charge of the delimitation throughout. His 
experience of survey work was invaluable, and he is entitled to much credit for having 
Drought the main portion of the demarcation to a satisfactory conclusion, 

8, We also have the honour to inclose copy of a Report by Colonel Wahab, and 
to draw the attention of His Majesty’s Government to the account given therein of the 
services of officers who formed part of the Commission, We would especially bring to 
your notice Colonel Wahab’s observations, iy which we heartily concur, as to the good 
Service performed by Mr, G. H. Fitzmaurice, the Joint Commissioner, whose zeal, 
ability, and skilful Handling of both ‘Turks and Arabs tndoubtedly contributed in no 

measure to the successful completion of the operations, and! as to the valuable 
were by Lieutenant, now Captain, Mf. O'C, Mandy in circumstances of 
peculiar difficulty and danger. We also. indorse the Commissioner's remarks on the 
work done by Captain B. A. F Redl, and Major W. 8, Delamain, Before closing, this 
despateli we desire to record our regret at the death of Captain G. Warneford. This 
talented officer had done excellent work at Dthala, and seemed marked out for a 
brilliant careor; and we consider that his sad loss was a misfortune to the Commission 
and to the administration of the Aden hinterland, 
We have, &e, 
(Signed) AMPTHILL, 
KIZOHENER, 
E BG. LAW. 
E.R, ELLES. 
A. ARUNDEL, 
H. ERLE RIGHARDS, 
J.P, HEWEDT, 


































Tnclosure 2 in No. 141. 
Colonel Wahab to Government of India. 


(Seoret.) Camp, Perim, June 10, 1904, 

BEFORE giving up my post as His Majesty's Commissioner, 1 have the honour 
to bring tojtho notice of the Government of India the services of the undormentioned 
officers, who have been connected with the Commission during the last two and a-half 
years, 
"2 Lieutenant-Colonal Abud, I.A,, was a member of the Commission from 
January 1002 to June 1902, His provious exporience in, Aden and his knowledge of 
Arabic proved of great value at the commencement of our work. ‘Whe collection 
and sifting of the documentary evidence as to rights and boundaries of the Amir 
of Dala, of the existence of which nothing was previously known, waa greatly due 
to his skilful and patient investigation, and T trust that his services will not be 
overlooked. 

$. The Government of India are already aware of the distinguished services 
rendered by Mr. G. H. Fitzmaurice, who has been His Majesty's Commissioner jointly 
with myself since his arrival in October 1902, i F 

He was appointed on account of his special knowledge of Turkish affairs and his 
great experience in dealing with Turkish officials, His services in this direction have 
been invaluable, but his insight into native character has been equally yaluable in 
dealing with the Arabs; and it is no exaggeration to say that probably no. other officer 
has ever obtained the same knowledge of the tribes on the Aden boundary, or been 
able to exercist' a more useful influence on the Arab mind; and whatever success the 
Commission has met with, in bringing about the withdrawal of the Turks from Jalila, and 
in carrying on the delimitation, and in overcoming ‘Turkish opposition to the survey of 
the border districts, from the Bana to Sheikh Said and Mokha, is largely due to his 

1g Inbour and devotion to the work in hand, often under trying circum- 
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4. Major J. K. Tod was for a year and a-half attached to the Commission as 

Intelligence Officer, and for a year of ‘this time as Assistant Commissioner. He worked 

and was of great assistance to me at all times, both in obtaining 

military and political intelligence, and in taking charge of much of the laborious routine 
duties of the office. 

On his proceeding on sick leave, Captain B, A. F. Redl took over the duties of 
Intelligence Branch Officer, and though not formally appointed Assistant Commissioner, 
he continued to carry on the office aud accounts duties (sometimes very heavy) as well 
‘ag the Intelligence work for which his excellent knowledge of Arabie well fitted him, 
He was specially employed for some wecks with the troops under General Maitland in 
the Kotaibi hills, and whatever work he has hiad to do has been carried out with energy 
and ability. 

5 Licutoamct M. O'G, Tandy, Royal Bagincors, was im charge of Oe survey 
throughout, and assisted by native surveyors Lal Singh, Muhammad Latif and Abmed 
Hosen, has rendered valuable service, ‘The conditions under which the Commission 
worked, and the jealous opposition on the part of the Turkish officials to any survey 
beyond’ that absolutely necessary for the boundary delimitation, prevented any great 
extension of survey beyond the border; « good deal bas, however, been done to extend 
our knowledge of “Arabia, and Lieutenant ‘Tandy and his assistants deserve much eredit 
for the preparation of tho maps and for their reproduction in the field in a way that has 
not, I think, been previously attempted, 

6, Owing to the length of time the Commission was in the field, several changes 
took place in the post of Commandant of the escort, I would especially wish to bring to 
notice the services of Major W. 8. Delamain who held the appointment from September 
to May 1904, during which time the Commission marched along the border from Kataba 
to the coast, and who was responsible for the military precautions necessary for the 
protection of the Commission, 

‘he work devolving on the escort was at times very arduous, including long days 
on escort with survey parties in a very difficult mountainous country, and during 
the last two months particularly, marching through hot desert tracts, under iield service 
conditions though without its incentives. 

7. 1 cannot speak too highly of the serviees of Captain Thompson and Lieutenant 
A. M. Carter, 1LM.8,, who were in. meilical charge of the Commission, the former trom 
Jonuary-1902 to March 1903, and the latter from then until May 1904, In addition 
to their regular duties, both these officers undertook a great deal of medieal and surgical 
work among the Arabs, and their skill and success in dealing with these patients 
undoubtedly helped to ‘gain the confidence of the people and assure them of our 
goodwill towards them, 















































Tnelosure 3 in No. 141, 


Report on the Demarcation of the Frontier between the Tribes in the Protectorate of Aden 
and the Turkish Province of Yemen, by Major-General P. J. Maitland, C.B., Resident 
at Aden. 


(Confidential) 
SOUTH-WESTERN ARABIA, the ancient kingdom of the Sabeans, after passing 
through various vicissitudes, ig an Abyssinian and Persian occupation, was 
conquered by the Turks in the reign ot Sulaiman the Magnificent about the year 1540, 
2. It then became the Pashalik of Yemen, which included the ‘Telama, or low 
country on the west, along the seaboard, and also Aden, together with some portion of 
the southern coast. ‘The provincial capital was at Sanah, about 220 miles north of 
Aden, and something over 100 miles inland from the port of Hodeida, Turkish rale, 
however, never seems to have beon very firmly established in Yemen, Repeated 
rebellions of the Arabs, and th ficulty of maintaining a large number of troops in a 
country with which communication was then diffienlt, induced the Turks to withdraw 
is region in 1630, after about 90 years of occupation. 
hhe sovereignty of Yemen and the adjacent coasts was then assumed by the 
family, whose lead takes the title of “Imém,” They are directly 
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descended from the Abbaside Caliphs of Bagdad, and the branch which still reigns over 
a small portion of their ancient dominions is rolated to the Barakat family of Sharif of 
Mecca. The power of the Imims, disturbed by the family and other dissensions usual 
in Oriental States, and by wars with the Wahabis and the Viceroys of Bespt, continued 
for more than two and a-half centuries, During this period, however, Aden had become 
separated from Yemen, and was the capital of asmall State, apparently consisting of 
Aden and Eahe} and the neighbouring district. The other tribes in what is now the 
‘Aden Protectorate appear ts bave been independent,* 

4, ‘The adoption of the “overland” route to India in 1887 necessitated the estab- 
lishment of a coaling station for steamers somewhere between Suez and Hombay. Aden 
was by far the most convenient place for this purpose, and an endeavour was made to 
obtain it by purchase. ‘The then Sultan actually entered into an agreemont with the 
British Representative, Captain Haines of the Indian Navy, to code the peninsula in 
consideration of an annual pension of $8,700; but when, in the following ir, the 
fulfilment of this engagement wis requested, the Arabs fired on the. boats of” Captain 
Haines’ ship, and committed various acts of treaciicry. Accordingly, the place was 
Dombarded and taken by assault, the Sultan and his family fleeing to Lah} 

‘Thi> was in January 1839, ‘The*town of Aden, the population of which is now 
upwards of 17,000, was then a wretched village containing only some 600 inhabitants, 
most of whom were Jews, and trade had sunk to the lowest ebb. 

5. Six months after the capture of Aden, Captain Haines, now Politieal Agent, 
entered into an agreoment with the Sultan, Mobsin-bin-Fadthl, formerly of Aden, now 
of Lahe), which was in effect a defensive and offensive alliance, ‘The Sultan was to 
receive a subsidy of $6,500 annually, and in addition the iritish Government undertook 
to pay the stipends to the Fadthli, Yatfai, Haushabi, and Amiri, which wore tormerly 
paid by the Sultan to those tribes for keoping open the trade routes, These four tribes, 
therefore, as well as the Sultan’s own tribe, the Abdali, were stipendiaries of the British 
from the first, ‘he stipend of wsixth tribe, the Alani, was subsequently secured to 
them through the intervention of the Haushabi Chief. Separate engagements were 

erwards made with the Radthli, the Lower Yatlai, and the Haushnbi; also with threo 
tribes, and as time went on our relations with these tribes beeame well 
‘hey all acknowledged the supremucy of the British, and their own respo 
the ronds leading to Aden. 

6, In 1871 the ‘Turks again made themselves masters ot Yemeu, after an interval 
of fully 280 years. Not content with establishing Turkish rule at Sana, and obtaining 
control of the Red Sea littoral, the Porte Inid claim to the whole of Southern Arabia, 

xcluding Aden, and their troops proceeded to overrun the tertitory of our atipen= 
diaries, the Amiri and Haushabi Chiefs, and advanced info the eountry of the Abdali 
Tt was only after repeated remonstrances, and the dispatch of « British foree to Laho), 
that the ‘Turkish troops and officials were withdrawn from the territories of the Abdali 
and Haushabi tribes, and partially from that of the Amir of Dthala, 

7. Lord Granville's despatches of the 30th January and the 15th May, 1873, pointed 
out that for over 200 years Yemen hal heen under the rale of independent Arab Chiots, 
It was the wish of Her Majesty's Government that the independence of these Chiefy in 
the vicinity of Aden should be respected, ani they could not view with indifferenew any 
attempt to subvert their authority, Nine tribes were named with whon engagements 
had been entered into, and it was stated that the British Government felt free to make 
fresh engagements, if they thought expedient. 

8, ‘The, “Nine ‘Tribes (usually spoken of in Turkish diplomatic documents as the 
“Nine Cantons”) were— 

(1) The Abdali, 


(2) The Fadthli, 

(8) The Akrabi, 

(4) ‘The Haushabi, 
(5) The Ala 
(8) ‘The Am 
(7) ‘he Subai 
(8) The Yattai, 
(9) The Aulaki, 


* I is aid tha tho Imizu, aftr having practiealy obliged the Turks to abaudon Yenen, took Aden from 
thera in 1690, About 100 years later, in 1735, the Yass and Abdali evmbined, and took Adon frou the 
Trams, For another 100 years it was bold by tho’ Abdali, until they were turned out by tho Dien 1839, 

+ Tho total population of the Adon Setlement is abyat 15,000. The area of the Aden Protectors i 
somewhere about 10,000 square miles. The population, excloive: of the Aden Sottlemeat, ‘may bo. about 
7,000,000 souls 
[1780] 2G 
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9, ‘he despatches of 1873 were followed b 
April, 1874, which clearly 
regaril to the tribes in th 
not permit any interfer 





Lord Derby's despatch of the 30th 
fates the position taken up by the British Government with 
neighbourlvod of Aden, and declares that Great Britain will 
ee on the part of Turkish officials with the stipendiary Chiefs. 
‘Phese declarations produced assurances from the Porte that their officials in Yeinen had 
been ordered not to interfere with any of the tribes having ‘Treaty relations with Great 
Britain, and similar assurances liave heen subsequently given ou more than one oceasion, 
But the orders of the Government at Constantinople have been, to say the least, very 
imperfectly carried out, for Turkish interference with the Amiri and Haushabi territories 
has heon a frequent source of annoyance to the British authorities, and the subject of 
complaint to the Turkish Government, for which, however, very little satisfaction las 
been obtained, 

10, With a view to ending, if possibile, the continually recurring disputes, the 
Resident at Aden was authorised in March 1877 to endeavour to arrange with the 
Governor-General of Yemen for the settlement by arbitration of the boundaries betyeen 
the Turkish territories and those of the Amir of Wthala, Nothing came of this, 
and a fow years later Hor Majesty's Government proposed “an arbitral delimitati 
tho Dthala frontier by a British officer in concert with the ‘Turkish authorities. But 
this did not suit the Porte, who, instead, raised the old claim of the Sultan of Turkey to 
the whole of Arabia, and even went go’ far as to complain of the parchase of certain 
lands in the neighbourhood of Aven from the Sultan of Lahej. Lord Granville replied 
in a despateh dated the 10th January, 1883, in whieh te expressed surprise at the 
renewal of pretensions which had s0 often, been declared to be inadmissible, and stated 
that Her Majesty’s Governnient had no intention of withdrawing from the position they 
ad consistently maintained, Tt was added that the demarcation of the boundary was 
considered essential “in order to prevent the constant renewal of discussions between 
the tivo Governments.” 

11, Still the Turkish Government would not agree to a demarcation, and matters 
continued jn an unsatisfactory state, The question was then first raised of establishing 
a formal Protectorate over the tribes in the neighbourhood of Aden, In August, 1886, 
the Vieoroy of India (Lord Dufferin) proposed that an effective Protectorate should be 
ostablished over the Ari) tribes from sheikh Sayad (opposite to Perim) to the fron ters 
of Oman. “We would then ask the Turks to consent to a delimitation of our protected 
tortitory in the direotion of theirs. If they agreed, we would enter into a formal 
Jonvention with them, If not, we would lay down the limits of the Protectorate without 
their consent, and make them respect then 

12, Shortly afterwards Protectorate Treaties were entered into with the tribes lying 
along the const from the Atif: Subaibis on the west to the Vahri on the east. As 
regurds che inland tibey the Government of India deided that, before concluding 
Protectorate Agreements with them, it would be necessary to undertake a topographic 
survey of the country, fuller knowledge of which, and of the conditions of the tribes, was 
required, 

18. Captain Wahab, RAE, of the Survey of India Department, was accordingly 
deputed to Aden, and in 1891-02 he carried out a survey of the country to the north as 
for'as Dihala, ‘Phe resulting map, though of great value, did not extend in many places 
to the actual boundary between the tribes having relations with the British and those 
under ‘Turkish rule, ‘This was partly owing to the opposition shown by certain tribes to 
tho survey operations, No attempt was, or could then have been, made to map the 
country to the north-east of Dthala, which is comparatively remote from Aden, and 
which was at that time thought to be of up great importance, ‘The map, however, was 
sufficient for the purpose for which it was primarily required, and Protective’Treaties with 
most of the inland tribes in the vicinity of Aden were entered into, 

14. After this there was no incident of importance for some years, but in (900 
complaints were received from the Haushabi Sultan that one Mubammad-biu-Nasir 
Mukbil, a Sheikh of the Homar tribe, who had been appointed Madir of his district by 
the ‘Vurkish authorities, had built a tower near the village of Ad Dareja, within Haushabi 
Timits, and that it was oecupied by a ‘Turkish garrison. ‘The tower, a defensible structure 
of some size, and of a type common ip Southern Arabia, is described in the correspondence 
as a swvall fort, or a fort, or « *fortlet.” Remonstrances addressed by the Resident to 
the Governor-General of Yemen remained without a reply, and although the Turkish 
Government, when appealed to, declared their disnpproval of the alleged encroachment, 
while the War Minister promised that if a fort had been erected at Ad Dareja it should 
be demolished, no change took place. ‘The situation was complicated by the fact that 
the Haushabis on one side, and the Homars on the other, are hereditary enemies, and 



































































































































each clan turned out its men. ‘This afforded the Turks an opportunity for commencing 
to make counter-complaints—a plan irequeutly resorted to by the local officials when 

have been more than nsually aggressive; and then doubts were raised as to where 
the boundary line actually ran, and whether the tower was not, after all, within Turkish 
territory. 

13, In February 1901, @ year after the erection of the tower, Her Majesty's 
Government caused a declaration to be conveyed to Lie Porte that if Muhammad Nasir 
Mukbil did not immediately eracuate the fort, the Haushabi Sultan, supported, if 
necessary, by the Aden garrison, would shortly expel him, ‘Twyo inonths Inter the British 
Ambassador telegraphed that the ‘Turkish Commandant had been instructed to expel 
Mulammad Nasir trom the fort, and orders were sent to Aden to haye a force held in 
readiness to carry out the expulsion if the Turks failed to do it themselves. 

16. The Resident (General More-Molyneux) was, however, somewhat doubtful as to 
the expeutieney of using British troops for this purpose, He pointed out the smallness of 
the foree that could be spared from Aden, wud the possibility that Mulammad Nasit 
would be supported by Turkish soldiers, On the 1ith May he wrote describing the 
difficulty of the proposed operation, and deprecating: any movement of troops at that 

then loss of life was to be apprehended from climatic causes, Accordingly, the 
Sultan was told to destroy the tower, and promised support if Mubammad Nasir 
and his tribe should afterwards attack him, A British officer was sent to Ad Dareja with 
a small eseort to see how the Haushabi carried out his instructions, 

17. On the 4th July tie Resident (General Maitland) reported that the Haushabi 
had failed in an attempt to take the tover, and that the officer had been fired on by 
Muhammad Nasir's people from the hills in its vieinity, He accordingly asked permission 
to dispatch a force at once to take and destroy the tower. On the 12th July sanetion to 
the proposal was received in Aden, and on the 16th the force started for Ad Dare} 
‘The instrnetions of the Secretary of State were to destroy the fort, and to expel the 
follovers of Muhammad Nasir, whether the ‘Turks were present or not, unless they wero 
in such foree as to make the attempt a hazardous one, 

1s. The troops detailed for the expedition were 200 British infantry (Ist Battalion 
West Kent), 200 native infantry, six small mountain guns carried on camels, half a 
company of Bombay Sappers, and about twenty horsemen of the Aden ‘loop, the whole 
under the conmand of Major Rowe, of the West Kent. Major Davies, First Assistant 
Resident at Aden, accompanied the force as Political Officer, This little column, only 
500 strong, was the largest force that the garrison of Aden could send out. If support 
had been required, it would have heen difficult, to afford it, and there were no other 
troops nearer than Bombay. ‘The weather was very trying, and. the troops, debilitated 
by the climate of Aden, sulfered from it severely, espocially during the first marches, 
As they got into a drier and somewhat cooler atmosphere, however, they recorered to a 
great extent, but, notwithstanding the urgent need for arriving at Ad Dareja bolore the 

‘Turks could make up their minds whether they would openly oppose the 
or not, the marches were very short, and the total distance of about, 
70 miles took twelve days to cover, 

19. Meantime, Muhammad Nasir had the audacity to advance with his tribesmen 
and take possession of Ad Dareja village, ‘The Haushabis made a half-hearted attack 
‘on hitn, but failed to recover the place. 

20. Major Rowe arrived at Ad Dareja with his force on the morning of the 
46th July, and attacked the enemy holding the village and the ridge commanding it to 
the north-east. The position was occupied by 150 to 200 ‘Turkish soldiers, as well as by. 
Mubammad Nasir Mukbil's Homars, ‘The latter niade off when the guns opened, and 
the real fight was with the Turks, The position had been strengthened by stone breast 
works, but they were gallantly rushed by the West Kent, and though firing continued 
for some time, the issue was never in doubt, ‘The Turks left six dead on the field, and 
were said to have had many wounded. Bight were made prisoners, Our leases wero 
tour killed and five wounded. ‘The Turks evacuated the tower that night, and it was 
Yiown up by the force on the following morning, It was then discovered that a battalion 
of Turkish troops (400 to 500 men) had arrived the day before the fight, of whom a 
portion were sent forward to hold Ad Dareja, while the rest remained in support. by the 
tower, a mile or two distant, But the vigour of Major Rowe's attack disconcerted the 
Turkish Commander, who retired to Taiz without firing another stot. He was subse 
quently degraded—not, it is understood, for having invaded territory under British, 
protection, but for having suffered defeat at our hands, 

21, On the 2nd August the main body of the Ad Dargja force started on the return 
journey to Aden, marching into that place on the 12th, so that the whole expedition was 
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over in four weeks, A detachment was left at Musemir, the head.quarters of the 
Haushabi Chief, for some time longer; but as there were no further signs of aggression, 
this was also withdrawn, and the Ad Dareja affair was thus successfully terminated, 

22, ‘The after-effects of the incident were, however, widespread and of considerable 
importance. ‘The Arabs never expected that we should have the temerity to attack 
the Turks, and the Turkish logal officials, who had been accustomed to carry matters 
with a high hand, were very disagrecably surprised, ‘They saw that their prestige among 
their Arab subjects, most of whom are disaffected, had received a blow, and it would seem 
that they lost no tiine in seeking for the means to repair it. “ 

23, His Majesty's Government were fully alive to the gravity of the situation created 
by the participation of a considerable body of Turkish troops in the hostilities They 
had already reminded the Turkish Government in forcible terms of the position tak 
upby Great Britain, and consistently maintained, regarding the nine tribes in the vicinity 
of Aden, and the British Ambassalor was now requested to inform the Porte that, 
unless tlie attitude and proceedings of the Turkish authorities on the border of the 
British Protectorate were in future more correct, very serious complications would result, 
He was also to press for the removal of Muhammad Nasir Mukbil. At the same time 
the Government of India proposed that the opportunity should be taken of inducing 
the Porte to agree to. demarcation of the Aden Protectorate, where it marched with 
teiritory under effective Turkish control; but this proposal was not made, because the 
Porte spontaneously proposed demarcation, which was at once accepted. This was in 
October 1901. 

24, ‘The agressive action of the Turks had not been confined to the neighbourhood 
of Ad Dargja. For some time complaints liad been received from th 
of what appeared to lie serious interference on the part of the urkisi otf 
‘he evacuation of the tosritories of this Chief, overrun by the Turks in 1873 (see 
paragraph 6), hi n completely carried out, and their presence had been a 
Constant source of irritation, ‘The Resident at Aden then proposed that the First 
Political Assistant, Major Davies, should proceed to the Dthala Plateau aud report on 
the actual state of allairs, After some delay, wajor Davies visited Dthala, On his 
yelurn he presented an interesting aud valuable report, in wien he showed that the 
Turks wore in possession of four villages inbiabited by Shairi Arabs, subjects of the 
Amir, which bad been retained ever since 1878, and that, at the southernmost of these 
Villages, within a couple of miles of Dthala itself, there was (and had been for several 
yeuts) a Turkish military post. Only a few weeks before Major Davies’ arrival the 
‘Purks had taken possession of an isolated hill, called Jabal Shahad,t itmmediately to the 
south-east of Jalela, and had planted a garrison there, ‘This hill completely commanded 
the caravan route and the main approach to the Dthala Plateau, Major Davies also 
reported that the Turks were endeavouring to obtain possession of Mafari, a hill and 
‘Lamall difrit About 4 miles ia w atraighe Tine southwest of Dthala, hese encronehe 
ments appeared to the Resident even more serious than the erection of the tower at Ad 
Dareja, which we had sent a military force to destroy. 

25. This was the situation in the Amiri country when the Joint Delimitation 
Commssion was uppointed at the end of the year (101). 

26, The British Commission consisted ‘of Colonel Wahab, RuE,, the same officer 
who conducted the survey of 1891-02, and of Lieutenant-Colonel Abud, of she Bombay 
Political Service, The latter had had much experience of Aden, and his knowledge of 
the tribes was probably greater than that of any other officer who could have been 
selected, 

27. A survey party under Lieutenant Tandy, R.E,, was attached to the Commission, 
On the Turkish side the Principal Commissioner was Colonel Mustafa Rienzi, and he 
had several colleagues, ‘Whey travelled by land from Hodeida via Sanah to Kataba, and 
the first meeting of the British and ‘Turkish Commissions took place at Dthala on the 
Vith February, 1902. 

28, he houndary to be demarcated by the Joint Commission extends from the 
straits of Bab-el-Mandeb in a general north-easterly direction to the great Arabian 
desort, The total distance in a straight line is something over 200 miles, Measured 
along the frontier the distance is, of course, greater—perbaps 240 miles is not far from 
the mark, ‘The point where the boundary leaves the sea is nearly 100 miles west of 
‘Aden, Kataba, the Turkish post. on the Amiri frontier, roughly marks the centre of the 
line, It is north-north-west of Aden, from which it isabout 90 miles distant by road, 
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This place, 11 miles north of Dihala, had been made the heal-quarters of a Turkish district ia 1872, 
although it eeoine to have been thon actually in the possession of the Amit. 
“Called Subwh i Wabab's Map. 





Amir of Diliala * 





‘The middle third of the frontier, that is, the Amiri and Haushabi borders, is the most 
important, for here the tribes under British protection are in contact with districts 
occupied by the Turkish garrisons, and directly administered by Turkish officials, It is 
here also that Turkish pressure has so persistently been exercised. Further, the principal 
trade routes lea) thronzh this part of the frontier, ‘The south-western third is the 
Subaihi border. It is the nearest to Aden, but it is crossed by few roads, and the ‘Turks 
do not appear to interfere much with the people in the tracts immediately beyond. Only 
at Bab-el-Mandeb, where they have forts and a garrison, does their influence appear to 
be directly exerted. ‘The north-eastern part of the fiontier, from the territories of the 
Atir of Dthala to the desert, is the houndary of the Yatfai-ns-Safil, of tribes dependant 
on the small Chiefsbip of Beda, and of Behan, the latter being a district contiguous to, 
and connected with, the powerfull tribe of the Upper Aulaki, 

9. The Protectorate of Aden is not confined to the itmmedinte hinterland, tt 
streteles for several hundred: miles to the eastward, until it joins the tersitories of te 
Sultan of Muscat, ‘The only habitable parts of this country. are the coast distriets, a 
Delt which can hardly be more than 150 miles wide, and it is probably mueh less in most 
places, Beyond is the Great Desert, Our niaps have the word ** Hadramaut” printed 
‘over the w egion from den to Muscat, but at the present day this name is applied 
only to tlie area drained by the Wadi so called, the upper (western) portion of which 
helongs to the Sultan ot Shahr and Mokalla, a Chief with whom we have « Protectorate 
‘Treaty. 

50, By far the greater part of the frontier, 
es in a hilly or mountainous region, much of which is well populated and studded witht 
villages and hamlets, {is a peculiarity of the country: that. the tops of the hills 
frequently expand into small plateaux which are closely cultivated, ‘The Arab inhabitants 
are not ill disposed, fn fact, the general fecling of the country is distinctly in favour 
of the British, as opposed to the Turks. But the peopleare very ignorant, very conceited, 
and exceedingly suspicious, Like all mountaineers, they are jealous of their iniiepenctenc 
tnd do not like the visits of strangers, Religious fanaticisw is vot especially strong, 
Dut it isa fuctor that lias to be reckoned with, and it hns a way of making ttself apparent 
at unexpected times and plices, British prestige is nol high in Southern Arabin,* 
‘Phe people regard the Sultan of Turkey as the greatest earthly potentate, and though 
they dislike the Turks, they fear them mor than they do the English, \iany people 
in the interior helieve that Aden is only held by us at the pleasure of the Sultan, and 
that a Turkish war-shiy, comes yearly to collect ‘tribute, during which time the Turkish 
flag is hoisted on the forts, 

S31, The Arab. tribes are well armed, ‘They have obtained from Jibuti breech- 
loaders of French make in considerable vumbers, ‘und ammunition is fairly plentiful, 
‘The hiouses of the Arabs are strong square towers, built of unmortared stone, several 
stories high, and loopholed. ‘heir villages consist of larger or smaller groups of these 
houses, and they are capable of resisting any attack made by infautry without the aid 
of artillery ‘Towers built for purely defensive purposes are also found on commanding 

tions where the country is well populated, he tribes and sub-divisions of tribes 
are frequently engaged in wars with exch other, as is te case in similar states of society 
all over the world, and though the Sultans are generally respected and obeyed, their 
authority is far from absolute. It follows that the strongest Chief canuot guarantee the 
behaviour to strangers of every part of his people. Tt is not possible to tell beforehand 
what may be the demeanour of any particular section or village in all circumstances, 
‘The preaching of a fanatical Sayad, a malicious story, or an unfounded suspicion, may 
suddenly change the attitude of a whole tribe, and’ throw unexpected obstacles in the 
way of carrying out any pre-conceived plan, 

Bz, Tt was evident, therefore, that even if the Turks showed the most reasonable 
spirit in the matter of demarcation, the nature of the country, and of its inhabitants, was 
such as to render occasional checks almost inevitable, and it was not to be supposed that 
tlie work would be very rapidly carried to a conclusion, 

88. Unfortunately, the ‘Turkish Commission was largely controlled by the local 
officials, and their attitude was anything but reasonable or conciliatory, Colonel Wahab 
reported, immediately after the first meeting of the Commissions, that the ‘Turkish 
Commissioners had renewed the claim put forward by the Sultin of Nurkey to suzerainty 






































x neluding the whole of the central half, 
























































was not high in Southern Arabia when the 
8 was undertaken, Recent eventa baye, it is believed, mate no siall differenco i this respect, and if 
Somaliland is brought to w successful to British influence will no doubt bo greatly, 
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dattery, arid he should be instructed, in the event of the Turks not withdrawing, to tum 
them out of tle places they have recently seized.” 

44, \t Aden the situation caused yreat uncasiness, not only on account of the 
possible danger to the British Commission, but because the high-handed measures of 
the Turks were having an effect on all the tribes in the Protectorate. ‘The impression 
made hy the Ad Dareja incident had been completely swamped- by the ‘Turkish 
aggressions on the territory of the Amir of Dtbala, and the derogatory position in 
which they had placed our Commissioners. Even the tribes in tle immediate 
neighbourliood of Aden showed signs of weakened loyalty and decreasing respect for the 
British Government, On the Gth June the Resident wrote: “T do not doubt that 
every Chief in the Protectorate is keenly. watching the progress of events on the Dtliala 
Plateau, and is moro or less affected by the ascendancy whieh the ‘Turks have been able 
to displayin that-quarter, Tt will not be surprising if some of them decide that it will be 
better to be on what appears to be the stronger side, and should the delimitation finally 
sever from the Ainir any of the territory now paying him revenue, our inuence, already 
diminished, will, {am afraid, reach a very low ebb.” 

45, At the end of June, His Majesty’s Government decided, at the suggestion of 
the Viceroy, to summon the Resident to London to take part in a Conference at which 
the Ambassador at Constantinople was to be present, During G itland’s 
absence, Colonel Abud took charge of affairs at Aden as officiating Resident. ‘The 
Conference was somewhat delayed by His Majesty’s Coronation and other matters 
it met at the Foreign Office carly in Angust, with the result that the various difficult 
Which had arisen regarding the line whieh should be claimed by His Majesty's Govern 
ment as the Amiri houndary were eleared up, and it was decided that the red line on the 
imap which aecompanied Colonel Wahab's despatch of the 7th April, 1902, should be 
provisionally accepted, subject to further inquiry in the actual localities, ‘This was 

cousnry, ns owing to the action of the Turks these localities had at that time been only 
partially visited, 

46, On the 18th August, instructions were sent ta the Chargé d’Affaires at Con- 
slantinople in which, His Majesty's Governivent, after recapitulating the proceedings of 

ce Marks in the Amiri went on to say: “It is understood that the ‘Turkish 


Commissioners seek tv justity these proceedings ly claims that the territory occupied is 


by right Turkish, ‘Vis, however, is a view which is wholly unfounded, and from which 
His Majesty's Government must altogether dissent. ‘They have never admitted that th 
post of Jalola, whieh has for some years been occupied bya ‘Turkish force, and some 
Adjoining, villages which appear to reevgnize Turkish jurisdiction, are by right ‘Turkish 
‘hey did not, however, think it necessary to claim the evacuation of these places as a 

dent to the mecting of the Commission, which was in their view intended, in the 

ance, to ascertain and define the state of alfirs existing at the time of its 
appointment. ‘They must, however, formally protest against the acts of occupation, 
clfected by force in some cases, which have taken place during the recent discussions, 
and they think it necessury to demand, before the work of the Commission proceeds 
further in this part of the frontier, that the ‘Turkish regular troops and irregular levies 
shull he withdrawn from all places thus recently occupie 

“This measure appears to them essential, if any success is to be attained by th 
Commission, and they must earnestly insist on the necessity of categorical orders being 
sent to this effect, and to their being effectively and completely carried out, In the 
contrary case, His Majesty's Government would reluctantly be compelled t enter a 
formal protest against the attempt to decide by force questions at issue between the two 
Governments, and to reserve to themselves the right of taking such measures as they 
may deem necessary for the protection of their interests,” 

V7. Meantime, Sir N. O'Conor liad suguested that, if the deadlock as to the Amiri 
border continued, the British Commissioners should be told to proceed with the 
limitation of the north-eastern part. of the boundary (see paragraph 28) right up to 
the desert, “so as not to leave a gap for the ‘Turks to pass behind the Yailai country 
to the Hadramant.” Directions in this sense were accordingly sent to Colonel Wahab ; 
but on his inviting the "Turkish Commissioners to co-operate in delimiting the border 
north-east of the Amiri country, they declared themselves unable to do so without 
special instructions from the Porte ; and on his informing them that he lad orders to 
proceed with the demareation singly, if they refused to assist, they replied that the 
movement of the British Commission into either the Shairi or the Shaibi country 
mould be regarted as a violation of the Ottoman frontier, and treated accordingly. 
Further, tliey entirely declined to recognize the Yaflai as one of the Niue Tribes” 
within the British sphere aud elaimed the whole of their country as Turkish, Colonel 
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Wahab reported that this claim rendered futile any proposal to continue demarcation 
north-eastwvard, and he urged the necessity for obiaining a definite and unmistakable 
recognition from the Porte that the Nine Tribes were those entimerated in the Goyernor- 
General of India’s despatch of the 11th April, 1873, inclosed in Lord Granville’s despatch 
to the Ambassador at Constantinople of the 15th May, 1879, 

4S, On the 20th September, 1902, the Secretary of State for India informed: the 
Viceroy that His Majesty’s Ambassador had spoken very seriously to the Porte, demanding 
fhe evacuation of the places ia tho Amie of Dikalae tarrilory (resontly.aocupiol by 
Turkish troops; also that the Yatfai should be formally recognized by, ‘Turkey as one 
of the Nine Cantons, and that the frontier of the Yaffai country north-cast to the desert 
should be delimited, Instructions to this effect had been sent by the Grand Vizier to 
the Yemen officials on the 16th, and Colonel Wahab was to report, as soon as possible, 
whether they were being carried out, 

49, ‘The instructions of the Grand Vizier were, however, almost immediately 
qualified by the assertion that Jabal Jihaf and Mafari belonged to the Turkish district 
of Taiz, and that therefore the troops there could not be withdrawn. On the 5th October 
Colonel Wahaly reported that, so far from withdrawing, the Turkish local officials wore 
contemplating a further advance, their objective in this case being Jabal Awas,* the 
chief possession of the Ahmadi, which is 6 to 8 miles south-west of Mafari. ‘The Ahmadi 
Sheikh had appealed to him for assistance, which he was, of course, unable to afford. 
Tn Colonel Wahab's opinion the small tribes to the west and south-west of Dthala (the 
Ahmedi, Humedi, &.), would not be able to much longer resist the pressure put on 
them by the "Turks, and he strongly urged the importance of moving up troops to ovcupy 
the country claimed by us on behalf of the Amir of Dthala, adding that he was eon 
that the ‘Turks would concede nothing until they saw that we were prepared to enforce 
our demands, 

On the Gth November the Resident telegraphed to the effect that whatever might 
bo the result of the negotiations at Constantinople, hie doubted whether the Turkish posts 
would be withdrawn without a display of force. ‘This scemed the more probable, as 
Hasen Helui Pasha, the Governor-General of Yemen, had resigned, or been recalled, 
and the Mushir, Abdulla Pasha, appeared to he master of the situation, He advocated 
the dispatch of a small column from Aden, transport for which should be entertained 
Without furtlier delay; also that troops in India should Le warned forservice in Southern 
Arabia, and that they should embark for Aden not later than the 80th November if tho 
‘Murks were then still holding out, 

50, His Majesty's Government, however, did not think that the movement of 
troops was advisable at the moment, though Lord Curzon was informed that it might 
be expedient to take preliminary measures by: warning some troops in Indin for fleld 
service, and by providing equipment for a small column to be furnished by the Aden 
garrison, 
























































‘The Ambassador at Constantinople had, on the tst November, obtained an 
* or Imperial Order, from the Sultan which sranted the British demands for the 
wal of Turkish troops from the places recently occupied, and for the commences 
ment of demarcation north-eastwards, pending tho discussion and settlemont of the 
Amiri frontivr on the reports of the Commissioners of both countries. ‘This Iradé, only 
obtained by Sir N, O'Conor after much insistence, appeared to be satisfactory, Its text, 
when translated into English, was as follows : 

“His British Majesty's Embassy has been so good a8 to address to the Porte a 
request for the determination and placing of pillars on the line of demareation between 
the vilayet of tle Yemen and the Nine Cantons, as well as the withdrawal of the Imperial 
troops recently sent to Jabal Jihaf, Mafari, Lakhmat-as-Saleh, and Suheb (Shahad) in 
the neighbourhood of the canton of Amiri, With a view to arriving at an amicable 
solution of the question, the Imperial Government liave decided that the suid points 
should for the present be evacuated by Imperial troops, in order that the Delegates 
of the two States may be able, after inquiry, to. pronoumee on the question on which 
side these points are to remain, so tht action may be taken accordingly, and that 
delimitation may be carried on at once towards tho north-east, that is to say, towards 
the desert. If at the time of delimitation the said Delegates do not come to an agrees 
ment, this divergence shall be settled, after examination, between the Ottoman and 
British Governments.” 

52. The presence of His Majesty's ship “Harder” at Hodeida at the instance 
of the Ambassador appears to have had an influence on the decision to withdraw 
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the ‘Turkish troops from the disputed territory, especially as his Excellency hinted 
tiiat if the question were not settled promptly, it was probable that other ships would be 
sent there, 

58, The Turkish local officials and Boundary Commissioners, however, did not 
interpret the instructions in the Tradé in the sense in which they were understood by 
Sir N. O'Conor and His Majesty's Government, ‘They maintained that the orders as to 
yithdiayal referred only to regulur troops, and did not affect their Arab levies, which 
they accordingly continued to maintain, “Suheb” they affected to understand as 
meaning the southern part of the Shairi country, Jabal Shahad being, they affirmed, a 
part of Jalela, which was not mentioned in the Tradé, With regard to the north-eastern 
Aelimitation, the Murkish Commissioners continued to refuse to admit that the Yailni 
‘and Aulaki were included in the Nine ‘Tribes, and they still claimed the Shairi and Sh 
‘nd all the Amiri country to the east and north-east of Jalela, ‘Their idea of delimiting 
north-east was in fact to go south and south-east, and hi 
follow its conrse to the Fadthli border, and then along that to the sea, thus cutting off 
from Aden not only the Upper Yatlai and Upper Aulaki, but all the tribes to the east 
ward with whom Protectorate Treaties had been concluded. ‘The only effect, therefore, 

f this Iradé was the withdrawal of the Turkish regular troops from Jabal Jihaf and 
‘Mafnri (thre were none at thay time at Lakhmat-as-Salch), aud this was neutralized by 
the continued presence of the Arab levies. 

‘The Turkish Commissioners further declined to take part in a joint survey of the 
Amiti territory in dispute, and they made so many difficulties regarding any survey at 
all that Colonel Wahab finally agreed to the compilation of the map required to illustrate 
the situation for the information of the two Governments from the existing maps on 
either side, 

A, Colonel Wahab also reported that, in spite of the endeavours of the British 
Commission to catablish friendly relations with their Turkish colleagues, the attitude of 
the latter eontinued to he one of suspicion, and even of hostility. At night the Turkish 

patrols ere pushed ont from Jalela to within a short distance of the British eamp, and 
y dy their Arab levies watched every movement. Shots were fied at the camp on the 
nightof the 24th November, and somewlint later a solitary unarmed scpoy, having 
strayed out of camp towards Jalela, was fired on by Arab levies from that plac¢ 

Colonel Wahab further informed the Resident at Aden that it would be 
occupy Dihula, with a foree approximately equal. to the 'Vurkish force at Jalela, which, 
when reinforced by the garrisons to be witldravn from the other posts, would amount to 
not Jess thin 400 men vith four or five gunsy and the Resident telegraphed for peri 
to mobilize the Adin coluit and to purchase 1,000 camels. 

BH, Colonel Wahab also proposed, inn letter to the Resident dated the 16th 
November, that ‘Treaties should he entered into with the Yah (Upper Yattai) 
amd the Uppor Aulaki, and on the 1sth Noyember be wrote that he did not consider it 
svoutd he possible for the Commission to move to the north-east until fuctory 
understanding had been come to with the Sultans and Sheikhs of the former, for, in 
spite of their expressed desire for British protection, the jealousies of rival fact ld 
make an advance into their country avery hazardous proceeding until their full support 
had been seeured, 

6G, The question of ‘Preaties with these tribes had in fact been engaging the 
attention of the Aden Residency for some time past, As far back as July 1901 the 
Viceroy of India had desired the Resident to report on the desirability of concluding 
Treaties with the Upper Yatlui (Yaitai-ns-Safil) and Upper Aulaki, also with the minor 
Chiciships of Beda and Behan; and the Resident had expressed an opinion in favour of 
making tornial agreements with all the north-eastern tribes. It was known that the 
Turks had induced two leading men of the Yaffai-as-Safil to accept stipends, and though 
this arrangement had been repudiated by the tribe as a whole, and the persons in question 
iad little power, the fact enabled the ‘Turks to lay claim to the tribe. Overtures had also 
Deen made by the ‘Lurks to Behan and to the Upper Aulakis, On the 26th October, 
1901, the Resident wrote 

LT would strongly recommend that a Treaty be concluded with the Upper Yaffai, 
Tf Goyerament 1 , anid if Treaties are also concluded with the Chiefs of Beda 
aid Belian and the Upper Aulakis, our Protectorate would, I think, be completely secure 
against any serious encroachment ” (in that quarter). “Disputes as to boundaries there 
may be util a line has been demarcated from the sea-coast to the Great Desert, but 1 
should not anticipate much trouble in the case of the Upper Yatlai country, as this tribe 





* Foreign Dopariment letter, dated July 6, 1901. 
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is strong enough to take care of itself ” (i.e., against such ageression as had been practised 
in the case of the Amiri), “while the ‘Turks would hardly venture to invade a protected 
tribe in foree.” But at that time His Majesty’s Government were averse to entering 
into engagements with these tribes on account of the comparatively little knowledge we 
possessed of their country and its limits, aud it was thought that the ‘Treaties should be 
postponed until after demarcation, The Resident, however, had again pressed for 
permission to negotiate the Treaties, and in July 1902 the Government of India 
addressed His Majesty's Government advocating their immediate conclusion, 

. Te is ne to mention here that Colonel Abud, who had been acting for the 

fer was in England, did nob reyert to the Commission when 
General Maitland returned, but took leave, Tt was then decided that Mr. G. H, 
Fitzmaurice, the Second Drazoman at the Constantinople Embassy, should be appointed 
to tle Demarcation Commission es Joint Commissioner. It was anticipated that 
Mr. Fitzamaurice’s command of the Turkish language, and his experience of Turkish 
officials, and methods of business, would render him a valuable colleague to Colonel 
Wahab. Mr, Fitzmaurice reached Aden about the middle of November, and joined the 
Commission at Dthiala on the 28rd of that month, 
58. On the 2nd December His Majesty's Government agreed to the escort of the 
British Commission being reinforced bya part of the small column which had been 
equipped at Aden, and approved of a batallion being sont from India to strengthen the 
‘Aden garrison. Sir N. O'Conor was to explain to the Porte that the object of increasing 
the eseort was to provide the necessary support to, the troops that would actually 
accompany the Commission while demarcation was in progress, and was in no way 
aggressive, ‘The communication to the Porte was to precede any movement of 
troops, 

50, ‘he joint map compiled from existing maps (paragraph 63) was completed by 
tho ond of November, and a copy was fornarded to the Government of India during: the 
first week in December, the original signed by both British and ‘Turkish Commi 
being sent direct to the India Office, ‘The map was accompanied by a Memorandum 
and documents which presented the case for the boundary claimed by the British 
Commissioners ina very clear and complete manner. On this map the boundary was 
shown bya green line which nearly coincided with the provisionally accepted red line 
of the sketch map of the previous April, ‘The boundary claimed by the ‘Ducks was 
shown on the map by @ blue Tine, ‘he area between the lines (o! very irregular 
shape) comprised altogether about 400 square miles of country, most: of it well 
populated. 

60. On the 4th December Colonel Wahab reported that although the Turkish 
rogulars lind been withdrawn from Jihaf and Mafari, the ‘Turkish authorities continued 
to support the persons nominated by them as the Sheikhis of those places, with paid Arab 
levies, and that the rightful Sheikhs and their immediate adherents, who had taken 
rofuge at Dthala, were still unable to return, and were almost in a state of destitution, 
On the 12th he'wrote that the recognition of the Yatlai as one of the Nine ‘Ne 
was still refused by the Turkish Commissioners. Until the Turkish Commission re 
distinct orders on this point, and were informed that the fronticr-line was to run 
north-easterly direction from Lakhmat-as-Shub, between the Mares district and the 
Shaibi district of the Yalfai country, it would be impossible to proceed with demarcation 
‘to the north-east. 

G1. While the Turkish Commissioners thus continued to maintain an impracticable 
attitude, both as regards the Amir of Dthala’s country and also with respect to the 
north-eastern demarcation, frequent complaints were made by the Ottoman Ambassador 
in London regarding the conduct of the British Commissioners. At one time it was 
assorted that they were distributing ropeating rifles to the Arabs; at another, that they 
had moved to Lakbmat-as-Shub without the consent of the ‘Turkish Commissioners 
and again, it was said that they were preparing for au “expedition” into the Yaffai 
country. Further complaints were made of attacks alleged to have been made by the 
Subaihi tribe in the vieinity of Bab-cl-Mandeb on ‘Turkish Arabs living north of the 
Straits, ‘The former complaints were completely baseless; and the latter, when not 
fictitious, referred only to the ordinary petty warfare continually going on between 
tribes who are hereditary enemies, and which the ‘Turks and ourselves are equally 
powerless to prevent. 

62, On the 2¥nd December Mr, Fitzmaurice addressed a special Report on the 
general situation to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. He had been 
directed to pay particular attention to two questions—first, the reoceupation by the 
‘Amir of Dthala of the territory from which he had been expelled by the Turks; secondly, 
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the point from which the north-east demarcation should start, Mr. Fitzmaurice 
explained the existing situntion in forcible terms. He pointed out that the Ottoman 
Government, acting on the inadmissible pretension that the sovereign rights of the 
Sultan, arising from the occupation of the 16th and 17th centuries, lind not been 
impaired by the subsequent 242 years of enforeed and complete absence of Turkish 
rule, had been endeavonring, and with a large amount of success, to split up the tribes 
with a view to their gradual absorption. ‘This policy, in the ease of the Haushabi, had 
een pita stop to by the Ad Dareja incident, while the arrival of the Boundary 
Commission had served to expose their similar methods with respect to the Amiri, It 
was their unjustifiable military occupation of Jalela and the adjoining villages, coupled 
with the reluctance of His Majesty’s Government to take the necessary steps to compel 
thir evacuation, which enabled the Turkish Goyernment to. render impossible the 
Commission's efforts to arrive at a fair settlement of the Amiri border and to delimit it 
The present situation (imchanged by the withdrawal of the Turkish regulars from Jabal 
Jihaf and Jabal Mafari) wos that he ‘Turks had drawn a line from Jabal Mafari round 
by the Kharba rile to Jalela, and thence south-east by Jabal Shahad, a line which 
they made us respect by forces that is to say, the situntion contemplated, and suggested, 
by Lord Dufferin in 1886 lind been reversed to our disadvantage. Any one found in 
proximity (o the line was at once fired on by the Turks or their levies, action which 
they explained as necessitated by their rules of field service (“rdwlement de campagne” 
ls, they considered the present state as one of war, and not of friendly 
tion: 

Mr. Fitzmaurice then explained the unfortunate position of the Amir, who 
was deprived of 1 large portion of his revenue, and threatened! with the permanent loss 
of two-thirds of is territory, notwithstanding the repeated assurances of the Porte thiat 
that territory would be respected, "lie disastrous effest of the failure of this 
Commission to atford im the measure of protection he claims lias reacted on the 
neighbouring mits of the Nine Tribes, and he Commission's recent dealings with the 
Yailai have shown clearly tat they have been wy bly influenced by thie events of 
tie current year, thus tendering the task of delimitating their boundary much more 
difficult than it would otherwise have been, ‘The basis of friendship and’ loyalty to us 
‘of the Nine ‘Tribes is ther letestation of oppressive ‘Turkish misrule, ay seen in Yenien, 
and their dread of its extension to their own territory; but during’ the last year they 
hay hut the apparent strength of the Turks, and the apparent weakness of the 
British, and they dvead the result of openly committing themselves to what may prove 
to be the weaker side.” Mr, Kitamaurice went on to recommend the immediate 
reinstate t of the Amir in the territory from which he had been excluded by the 
‘Turks during tie past year, oud with regaril to the point of departure for the nortli-cast 
demarcation, he showed that it. must be near the village of Laklimat-as-Shob, but chat 
it could only be acourately determined when the Commission had arrived there and 
obtaingd complete freedom of movement, He finally stated his opinion that the source 
GF all present auc past trouble was the Turkish militury occupation of the villaze of 
Falele, The diffieulty of proceeding to Lakhivat-as-Shub would vanish were the 
‘Purkinh forces withdrawn fron that place to Kntaba,and this would also lead! to an 
almost automatic settlement of the Jabal Jihaf aud Jabal Mafari questions, aud indeed 
of the whole Amiri difficulty.” 

Gu, ‘he Aden column (paragraph 08) started for Dihala on the 2nd J 
Te consisted of 225 British: infimtry (2nd Battalion Dublin Fusiliers), 110 1 

fuiur T-pr. gus earried on camels, Captain Pottinger, one Of the Assistant Residents 
at Aden, uecompuvied the ture ns Political Olfiver. in consequence of representations 
fiom Colouel Wabal, n native mounted battery was ordered tu Aden, in addition to the 

ion atrenily sanctioned, 

Mhe column reached Dilala on the 10th and 11th Janeary, thas r 
tojal British foree to about 900 men, including artillery ncn, and & tow native sappers 

«eamel soars of tle Aden troop, The Turks lind wso inereased their garrisons at 
Kataba and Jalela, and now had about $50 men beeen the two places, with seven 
mountain guns-and one field gun, all modern brecch-loadine weapons. It was further 
reported that they were raising « body of 600 Arab levies 

6G, he presence of the Turkisl force at Jalela, wud its practically hostile attitude, 
made it impossible for the British Commission to advance to Lakhuat-as-Shub, 
line of communication with Dthala was completely commanded and in 'Purkish hi 
‘Mhe Commission also found it difficult to open negotiations with the Yaifai Shetkiss 
with a view to coming to an arrangement for the passage of the Commission along 
their fronticr, supposing the ‘Turks agreed to demarcation in that direction, 
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_ _67. An incident which occurred at this time emphasized the necessity for terminating 
in some manner the extraordinary situation on the Dthala Plateau, Lieutenant 
Tandy, R.E., the officer in charge of the Commission. survey party, wvas attacked by an 
Arab within a short distance of the camp and received a speat wound in the hip. ‘The 
assailant ran away across the Turkish Tine and could not be followed, although the 
ineident took place in broad daylight 

* 68. On the 20th January Lord Curzon dispatched a telegram to His Majesty's 
Goverment strongly urging that the question of the Amiri boundary should be settled 
Nithout further deliy, and advocating a prompt display of force, either by sending a 
considerable body of tops to Dthala or by a naval demonstration at Hodeida, or both, 
His Excellency said 
“Every representation we have hitherto made has heen indorsed by Mr. Fitz 

Report ; and our strong recommendation is that we should use the present 

‘opportunity to settle the main question, and not merely minor and petty issues, ‘There 
will be no peace on the Dthala border whilst the ‘Turkisii occupation south of Kataba 
continues. ‘The green line on Wahab’s map of the 2nd December is supported by 
powerful arguments and strongly advocated by Mr. Ritamaurice, and it seems to. us 
that we are now justified in demanding its acceptance as the frontier, We emphatically 
urge that the political pivot of the whole question is the Dthala Plateau, and thit 
any settlement which leaves its futtire in protracted doubt will he valueless.” 
_ fi, Almost at the sime time the British Ambassador at Constantinople sueceeded 
in obtaining another Tradé from the Sultan, On the 21st January Sir N, O'Conor 


telegraphed to Mr. Fitzmaurice that the following demands had been agreed to by the 
Sultan :— i 









































“1. Yaflai to be considered one of the Nine Cantons, 

“2, Irregular levies to be withdrawn 

“3. Authority of Amir, as exercised in October 11101, not to be disturbed, 

“4, Delimitation north-eastward from Laklimat-as-Shub to the desert frontier,” 








He added, however, tha 
fas usual of the Agreemi 
considerably. 


‘The orders actually telegraphed by the Porte to the Turkish Commissioners appear 
to have been as follows 





the instructions to the Yemen authorities fell short 
t, but that nevertheless they might help the Commission 











Hirst—That the irregular levies were to be disbanded, 

__ Secundly.—that while any alteration of the present status of the four evacuated 
points was to be reserved for subsequent settlement between the two Governments, the 
existing rights of the Amir of Dthala were not to be interfered with, 

Thirdly.—The Yattai were to be recognized us included among the Nine Cantons 
Dut disputed tracts were to be reserve i 


Fourtlily,—The Coumissioners were to proceed with the delimitation north: eastward 
to the desert, 

















_ 70, The actual results obtained by this Tradé were the disappearance of the Arab 
levies and the recognition of the Yaffai as one of the Nine ‘Tribes, But the latter was 
neutralized for demarcation purposes by the reservation of disputed districts for discussion 
between the two Governments, while no mention was made of the place {rom which tho 
demarcation north-eastwards was to start. ‘The Yallai section adjoining the Amiri 
country is the Shaibi, and beyond them to the north-east are several small districts, 
viz., Nawa, Juban, Rubiaten, and Dabiani, which are also Yatlai territory, though the 
inhabitants are not Yaflai tribesimey, ‘The Turkish Commissioners refused t6 recognize 
either the Shaibi or any of the other places just named as Yatlai, alleging that they 
were integral parts of the Turkish districts of Kataba and Rada, ‘Their claims tu the 
Shaibi country appeared to rest on a very temporary occupation, which was brought to 
an end by their expulsion at the hands of the Shaibi themselves; while from the other 
pisces they liad at tines extort some revenue, as they had done from Ama 

jehrabj, and other tribes which have much the same relation with the Amiri as Naw 

Juban, &c., have with the Yatfai. aor 
__ 71. Barly in February His Majesty's Government. agreed to tlie dispatch of aildie 
tional troops to Aden as proposed by the Viceroy. The normal garrison of Aden 
consists of one British battalion (only 600 strong), one native battalivn, a company of 
sappers (natives), three companies of Royal Garrison Artillery, and the “ Aden ‘Troop”” 
of fifty, ee horsemen, and fifty camel sowars. ‘The garrison bad been temporarily 
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fnereased by a battalion and a-half of native infantry, but, on the other hand, nearly 
half a battalion had been sent over to Somaliland. ‘The native mountain battery, 
mentioned in paragraph O4, liad by this time landed and was on its way to Dthala with 
‘small escort, ‘The reinforcements from India consisted of the Ist Battalion, Hampshire 
Regiment, at full strength {about 900. rifles), No, 6, Britis mountain batter} and 
half of the 128r Rifles (nutive infantry), the head-quarter wing of which regiment was 
alréady in \den, ‘The Government of India were prepared to send more native infantry, 
but the Resident, in view of the difficulty of feeding troops in the hinterland of Aden, 
‘and of the expense involved, thonght that the extra half battalion would snffice. The 
st Battalion, Dublin Fusiliers, who, under ordinary cireumstances, would have gone to 

1 on telicf by the Hampshires, were retained, and no time was lost in setting 
them in motion for Dthala, together with the mountain hatter and the 128rd Rifles, 
Careful arrangements wore necessary on account of the nature of the country, and the 
scarcity of water in some places, which obliged the troops to march in a succession of 
small odies. 

72. A strong detachment with guns was also placed at Dar Akkam between Nobat 
Dakin and Musemir, in order to check a possible advance of Turkish troops from Taiz, 
white there was a considerable garrison, 

73. Memtime, Lord Lansdowne had telegraphed to the Chargé d’Affaires at 
Constantinople instructing him to inform the Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs that 
His Majesty's Government could not tolerate any further prolongation of the existing 
situation on the fronticr between the Nine Cantons and Yemen. The British Commis- 
Honor, it was stated, had been direeted to demand compliance with the conditions 
Which had already been accepted by the Sultan (see paragraph 69) and which were now 
Tupeatel and emphasized. Inthe event of these conditions not being punctually 
fulfilled, it would he necessary for His Majesty's Government to make use of force in 
onder to restore order, and to reassert the authority of the Amir of Dthala in the 
territory now in disput 

74, Atvallusion was also made to the inf hind been received by His 
Majesty's Government that fifteen battalions wer emon by the Turkish 
Government, and the telegram concluded with an intimation to be conveyed to the Porte 
that Lritish warships were on_ their way ty Aden, and wonld proceed, if necessary, to 
Hodeidaand Mokha Phe eruisers * Hermione” and “ Intrepid ” from the Mediterranean 
squadron hud in fact been dispatched to Aden, and they arrived there while the x 
ment of troops to Dthala was pr i. 

7h, A few days later, instructions were sent to Cotonel Wahab to proceed, 
adequate eseort, to ascertain whether the four places where the ‘Parks had placed gan 
had been completely evacuated, aud to disarm any Atabs likely to interfore with the 
rights of che Amir of Dthala, “Chis done, the Commission was to proceed to. Lakhmat- 
aeshub and to call upon the ‘Lurkish Commission to meet them, but the eamp of the 
‘Turkish Commission was to be at some point outside of the line claimed by the British 
Commissioners, 

76, On the 20th February Colonel Wahab reported that he had demanded compliance 
with the conditions, and that the Turkish Commissioners had promised to disband their 
Jevies, to cease fiiterforenee with the authority. of the Amir, and to withdraw to the 
neighbourhood of Kataba, in which ease the garrison of Jalela would be reduced to about 
fifly tien. ‘he onders they had received from Constantinople, however, deseribed 
Jalela as a military: post in Ottoman territory, and against this Colonel Wahab strongly 
protested, With regard to bis instructions to visit Mafari, Jabal Jihaf, &e,, in order to 
Verify their complete evacuation, he pointed out that this was a proceeding whieh would 
involve considerable risk, if curried out before the arrival of the reinforcements from 
‘Aden, Nevertheless, on the arrival of the first detachment, he went to Jihaf and Mafuri 
with an eacort, and at once received a peremptory written demand from the Turks to 
‘withdraw immediately —a request which was, of course, disregarded. Mr. Fitzmaurice 
also reported that the Turks were profoundly, though wrongfully irritated, but that it 
Hid not appear probable that their irritation would be translated into action, ‘The 
Turks had not infact any considerable force at hand. ‘Taiz was the nearest. garrison 
of any strength, but the appearance of British troops at Dar \kkam made them 
unwilling to weaken it, A few hundred men arrived in d ‘iblets trom the north, but it is 
probable that the total numbers available were not equal to the British forces at Dthala, 
tnd hurrying up towards that place. 

77, On the 26th February Colonel Wabab visited Lakhmat-as-Saleh and reinstated 
the rightful Sheikh, ‘The Turkish nominee had fled some days before, and was said to 
he trying to raise the tribes on the Turkish side of the border, in which endeavour he 
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was receiving assistance from our old enemy, Muhammad Nasir Mukbil, The fourth 
place “Subeb,” or Jabal Shahad, was to be evacuated when the Turkish Commission 
withdrew to Kataba. I the meantime, the Amir regained possession of his territories, 
and supplies began to reach tiie British exmp from the Amiri country, from which it had 
been for so long cut off. i 

. The Amir of Dthala now earnestly begged for the delimitation of his border 
before the Commission moved away elsewhere, and his request was strongly supported 
by the British Commissioners, and by the Resident. Lord Curzon had already urged 
His Majesty’s Government to the same course, pointing out that the Dthala Plateau was 

y of the whole question (paragraph 68), ‘The Resident also reminded His Majesty's 
Governivent that until we had) bound the Yaffai and other tribes to us by some. formal 
engagement, delimitation to the uorth-enst must necessarily involve risk, especially so 
long as the Turks remained in occupation of Jalela 

79. On the 7th or Sth March, the last detachment of the reinforcements from 
Aden reached Dibala, where a month's supplies for the force had also been accumulated. 
‘The whole movement was carried out, without a hiteh, in five weeks from the date on 
which the order to collect camels was received in Aden, The total strength of the 
troops on the Dihala Plateau, after the completion of the movement, amounted to about 
1,500 infantry, half a company of sappers, and two mountain batteries, with a detach- 
ment of the Aden Troop, and two 7-pounder guns carried on eamels—in all about 2,500 
men and eight mountain guns 

80, On the 18th March the Secretary of State for Indin informed the Viceroy that 
the British Ambassador at Constantinople had been instructed to protest against the 
presence of Muhammad Nasir Mukbil on the frontier, and that Lord Lansdowne had 
complained of the retention of Turkish troops, though in diminished numbers, at Jalela, 
in the heart of the disputed territory. ‘The actual iustructions to sir N, O'Gonor were 
to demand the immedinte removal of Muhaininad Nasir Mukbil from the frontier, in 
a the promise made by the ‘Turkish Government atter the Ad Dareja 
incident, but disregarded by their olficials. He was also to require the complete evacut 
tion of dalela, and of any other posts still occupied by the Wurks within the green line 
marked on the joint map submitted by the Commissioners. ‘This evacuation had become 

jutely ry for the security of the British Commissioners, and for the 
undisturbed prosecution of the work of delimitation, but it wonld not prejudice the 
ulterior diseussion of any evidence whieh the ‘Turkish Government might wish to prodice 

their title to territory within the green line, ‘he military and naval measures of 
precaution whieh His Majesty's Governnient hn been compelled to take would, if these 
demands were not complied with, be maintained, and supplemented by further action, 
which His Majesty's Government would greatly yrefer to avoil; whereas, should the 
demands be immediately complied with, it would be possible in somedlegree to. relax 
these measures. 

<i, On the 9th Marchi the Resident, with the approval of His Majesty's Government, 
Jeft Aden for Dthala, in order that, as General Officer Commanding, he migit be on. the 
spot in the event of « collision taking: plice, Tie situation was to some extent critical, 
‘as the Turkish Commission had not moved away from Jalela, and they had sutticient: 
force at that place, and at Kataba, to show fight if the last demands of the British 
Government had been resisted, The Governor of ‘Taiz had just been to Jalela and had 
extracted from the inhabitants of the village a declaration against beings handed oven to 
the Franks,” and there were other indications that an effort was being made by the local 
officials to upset the sfaius yuo which had just been restored, Possibly they still hoped 
to force the hand of their Governmentand to bring about a conflict, in which they thought 
that they might le victorious, Mr, Fitzmaurice was, however, confident that an actual 
resort to force would be unnecessary, and his expectations proved correct, for on the 18th 
March an trade was issued in which His Majesty the Sultan, while reserving his sovereign 
rights, deereed the evacuation of Jalela, and the commencement of demarcation in 
accordance with tie line marked on the map signed by the respective Commissioners, 

S2, Whe orders telegraphed by the Grand Vizier to Abdulla Pasha, now Acting 
Governor of Yemen, were as follows: “'he following decision has been sanctioned by 
Imperial Iradé: To proceed with delimitation, in, accordance: with coufiguration of the 
land, of the line shown by the British Commission on the jomt map; to evacuate 
the locality of Jalela, situated within the limits of that tine, When the delimitation on 
the spot is being carned out, a point will be fixed at the commencement of the desert, 
and you will stop there, At once give orders to the Commission to carry out these 
orders to the letter. Use your efforts to conclude this matter satisfactorily as soon as 
possible,” 
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83. The removal of Muhammad Nasir Mukbil from the frontier was also ordered, 
and the Ambassador was informed that instructions would shortly be issued tor the 
dismissal of the Governor of Taiz for his conduct at Jalela. 

4. Jalela was evacuated by the ‘Turks on the nizht of the 2ist March and the 
‘Turkish Commission withdrey to Kataba. ‘Thirteen monthis liad thus been consumed in 
arriving at a position in whieh demarcation was possible, ‘The real work of delimit 
with itS attendant difficulties, less scrious indeed than those which liad been Gvereome, 
but still sufficiently troublesome, was nov about to commenc i 

85. ‘The British Commission moved to the neighbourhood of Sana,* @ place about 
2 miles to the south of Katoba, as soon as possible after the withdrawal of the Turks 
from Jalela, It was hoped that the Iradé of the 1th March, 1903, which accepted 
the green line as the basis of delimitation on the Amiri border, and the complete 
retirement of the Turks from Aiii territory, would have been speedily followed by 
the commencement of denmreation; but the ‘Turkish local officials, though compelled 
to give way, were by no means totally defeated. ‘The first step on our side was, of 
course, to obtain « proper survey of the zone of delimitation, and it was at onee under- 
taken, with te result that the map constructed from all available xources (paragraphs 
and 59) in which the country along the border had been inserted T 
furnished by the ‘Turks, was found to be so incorrect that the 

ould not be applied to the zroun as it actually existed, ‘This afforded the Turkish 
Ca issioners an opportunity for fresh objections and references, though on minor 
points, 

86, Further, the situation in the tribal territory lying to the northveast of the 
Dthala Plateaw was such that survey in that direction, elthough agreed to by the Turks, 
could not be proceeded with. he Treaties with the north-eastern tribes (paragraph 58) 
were sanctioned by His Majesty’s Government in May 1903, but when the Resident 
Vegan to take the necessity preliminary measures, unexpected difficulties were 
encountered, Ithad alrendy been discovered that the Turkish officials, not excepting, 
tie Delimitation Commissioners, hud been active ino: ¢ Turkish influence 

i s-Xafil unl other tribes, with whom, although included in the British 
sphere of influence, we had not as yet entered into definite engagements, In Rebraary 
1903, Colonel Wahab had reported that the Turkish Commissioners hiad appealed to 
the Yatlai, as Mahommedans, not to side with the Eyglish infidels, and a coneincing 
proof of this, assertion was forthcoming in an original letter from Zakaria Bey, the 
* Kaimakam” or Sub-Governor of Kataba, and a member of the Turkish Commission, 
‘The letter ws addvessed to Nakib Ali Askar, Shiekh of the Mausatts, the most 
powerful section of the Yatfai-as-Satél, and it appealed to the religious telings 
of the tribesmen in most inflammatory terms, Similar letters, it appeared, had been 
sent by Zikarin Bey to other Yailai Shickls, and it was discovered that several 
‘Purkish agents had been active in this propaganda, among: them the ‘url 
‘at Lakhmat-as-Saleh (paragraph 41), who was a Sayad, and therefore possessed of some 

rious influence, also the irrepressible Muhammad ‘Nasir Mukbil. On receiving 
this information, backed by & vigorous representation from Lord Curzon, the Marquess 
of Lansdowne directed the Chargé @Affaires at Constantinople to. ivake a strong 
protest to the Porte against the action of the ‘Purkish Commissioners, ‘The protest 
was made, and the recall of Zakaria Bey demanded, at the same time that Mubamad 
Nasir Mukbil’s presence on the frontier was complained of. Zakaria Bey was actually 
dismissed trom the Turkish Commission, and from his post at Kataba in April. He 
disappears from the scene from this date, and about the same time Muhammad: Nasir 
Mukbil wax removed from his district and sent to Sana under escort. But the 
intrigues of these persons, and their appeals to the latent fanaticism of the tribes 
Jing! already had no sinall eitect, and it was evident that a certain auti-British influence 
was at work. ‘This specially showed itself in the Chiefship of Beda, where, though the 
Chief himself asked for a Treaty, a section of the tribe headed by Ali-bin-Almad, who 
‘was also the actual administrator, stood ont, here was also some hesitation on the 
part of the Aulaki Chiefs and of Beban-al-Kasab, a dependency of the Upper 
Aulaki, Sultan of Nisub, and the negotiations were somewhat protracted, With 
regard to the Yaflainns-Safil, however, greater sucess was obtained ; and after 
some trouble, satisfactory ‘Treaties with the Dthubi and Mausatte sections of this tribe 
were concluded in May and July respectively, ‘Treaties were subsequently made with the 
Mullahi, Shaibi and Hadthrauit sections, and with Sultan Kahtan, who is the titular 
Ohief of the whole tribe, 


* hin Sana in nal village near whlch the Turks bad a Customs posts Tt must not be confunla wi 
{hy town Uf the ime atte whieh fe the eapital of Yemen far to the north =P J me 
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87. Meantime, the British Commission,funable to commence the demarcation of 
the Amiri frontier, owing to the ampossibility of appiying the green line to the ground 
as it was actually found to exist, were ansious to survey the border of the Shaibi tribe, a 
section of the Yaffai lying immediately to the cast and north-east of Dthal... A surveyor 
sent into the Shaibi country, with a small escort, was, however, turned back, and for some 
time uo progress was made, except that the survey of the Amiri borderland was. pro- 
cecded with. Besides the more general surveys of the country on the scale of 2miles, or 
4 miles, to the inch, a detailed survey of tlle zone of demarcation was carrivd out. 
extending to 2 Kilom. on each side of where it was supposed the boundary would 
actually run, This was called. “joint” survey, and it was supposed ty be accomplished 
by the surveyors of the two Commissions conjointiy, but, in fact, the whole of the 
survey and, wiapping work devolved on the British survey party, whose work was, at 
times, very arduous. ‘The British Commission's fresh report with maps of the Amiri 
border was dispateled on the 25th May, 1903 

88, Questions also arose of considerable interest and importance regarding the 
levy of customs by tie Lurkish officials on the Amiri frontier, and generally along the 
horier line, wherever it is crossed by a practicable route, it was found that the rates 
imposed ly the Turks were much heavier than were admissible under the Treuties 
existing between the British and Ottoman Governments, and action was taken by the 
Atmbassador at Constantinople, on Mr. Fitzmaurice’s reports, to ensure the reduction of 
these rates; but as the matter is not actually comected with the demareation, it is not 
necessary to go into the details 

Si. In August the Resident returned to Dthala, where his presence seemed to be 
requirei. In tact, he would have gone there some months earlier but for the business 
connected with the ‘Ireaties which kept him in Aden, ‘The Boundary Commissioners 
at ouce drew his attention to the delay which bad taken place in obtaining a survey of 
the Shaibi border, and asked him if’ he could make arrangements for carrying it 
through without furtier delay, At this time the situation as regarded the norili-eastern 
part of the froutier was one of no little difficulty. ‘Whe inisfortunes which hiad befallen 
Brigadier-General Manning's expedition against the Somaliland Mullah had) been 
récounted with oriental exaggeration, among all the Arab tries, and had come opportunely 
to assist the efleet of tlle intrigues already related,  {t was believed by many that the 
British forees liad Leen practically annihilated, and that there were no. more troops 
available in Indis to continue the contest ; in fact, the general belie! among the more 
ignorant Arabs of the interiur was that the British were nearly at the end of! Uivir 

‘These reports received « sort of confirmation from the fact that (00 infantry 
ly sent over from Aden, on the demand of tne War Office when affairs were at their 
worst, were retained iu Somaliland, ani that a compxny of Bombay suppers and miners 
(about 150 men), was now removed from Dthala and sent to Berbera, ‘he effect of 
these withdrawals of troops, following on the Mullah's successes, was unfortunate, nnd 
ent far to neutralize the impression produced by the evacuation of Jalela, which was 
a diplomatic, rather than a militar , and which lad been procured, it was said, 
by the payment of large sunis at Constantinople. 

90, Moreover, the Yaflai-as-Saisi, who are a powerful tribe, bad gulfered much 
ess fiom the ns of the ‘Turks than the Amiri and other 
weak and less warlike clans. ‘Though glad as a whole to be formally, received into 
the british Protectorate, circumstances had inbued them with the idea that their 
alliance was of peculiar value to the British, and that the survey of their border vas 
absolutely essential (o the carrying out of the British policy, For this privilege, they, 
especially the Mausatta, thought they would be able to make us pay large sums of 
money. 

‘UL. ‘The Sheikhs of the Mausatta claimed the Shaibi as their dependants, but, when 
appealed to to ensure the peaceful progress of the survey party through the Shaibi 
country, they acted in a mabner which showed that they were by no means enger to 
afford’ assistance, It was soon evident that any advance into the Yaflai country, unless 
preceded by extravagant payments, would have to be undertaken without the good- 
will of the Mausatta Sheikhs, and, in fact, against their wishes, ‘The whole of the 
Yatfni were also in a more or less unsettled state, partly on account of the ordinary 
enmities and jealousies among the Yaifii sections, and partly on account of the 
‘Purkish endeavours to create a party hostile to the British. Sultan Kahtan (para- 
graph 86) had a serious rival in the person of bis brother Saleh-bin-Omar, who had 
Been in receipt of Turkish pay, and was now at the head of the pro-l'urkish party, 
He had once already driven Kabtan from his place of residence, and though the 
latter had turned the tables on him and reinstated himself, Saleh was moving about 
(1780) 2 
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the YafTai country with a small following, on the look-out for opportunities of doing 


92, The foree at Dthala had been somewhat diminished in numbers since the evacua- 
tion of dalela, ‘The Native Mountain Battery bad returned to India, mainly on 
account of the cost of supplying so many animals in a country which produces no grass, 
and but litle foraze of any kind, ‘The Sapper Company had been withdrawn, as already 
stated, and the 2nd Company Dublin Fusiliers (originally only 600 strong) had been 
diminished by invaliding, &e,, until no more than 400 rifles remained with the head- 
Wuarters. Besides the Dublins, Uhere were at Dthala about 300 of the Yst Battalion 
Harnpshize Roginent, nd 550 of the 128rd Rifles (Native Infantry); alzo No, 6 (British) 
Mountain Battery, and two 7-pr.camel guns, Altogether a little over 1,200 infantry and 
ight mountain gins, ‘This was by no means a large force, in the circumstances, and owing. 
to the retention in Somaliland of the 600 infantry cent over at the time of alarm (para- 
graph $9), no reinforcements could be sent up from Aden, without unduly diminishing 
the garrison of that place, Burther, the attitude of some of the tribes on the line of 
communication was giving tise to uneasiness, and it was necessary to keep 200 or 300 
Native Infantry at the posts on the rond, for the protection of convoys and travellers 
between Nobaé Dakim and Dthala. 

5, It ind already been found necessary to send a small column into the country of 
the Ahl Abdulla, one of the group of tribes known collectively as the Al Ajud, ‘These 
clans weknowledge the suzeraiuty of the Amir of Dthala, but are not much under his 
control, They inhabit the hilly country between the Wadi Hardaba, up which goes the 
road to Dthala, and the middle course of the narrow valiey of the River Bana, ‘Their 
position on the flank of the Dthala road gives thom an importance they would not other- 
Wise possess, ‘The objective of the column was the village of Dthabra, the people of 
which had been concerned in several petty attacks on travellers and small convoys. The 
Village was reached alter slight resistance, and its towers and principal honses destroyed. 
‘The troops afterwards retuned to Dthula, by another road, without encountering an 
enemy, ‘This was i May, and since then the Ahi Abdulla had been quiet, but’ the 
Kotaibi, who are the strongest of the Al Ajud clans, were giving trouble over the collec- 
tion of dues from passing caravans, ‘This was an ancient source of «ifliculty. Many 
Years before it tind heen veciled that the Kotiibi had no right to enforce the payment 
of dues by persons travelling on lie Dihala road, and some punishment had even been 
inflicted on them but owing to the inactivity which had been imposed on the 
residcnts of Aden, of late years, by he complaiits of the Turks at every movement 
made outside of Aden itll, the matter had been allowed to drop, and the Kotaibi 
Chief collected money from traders and others using the road, without let or bindrance ; 
nor would the Resident have interfered, owing to the importance of keeping the 
country quit while the Boundary Commission was in it, had not the Sheikh greatly 
increased the payments he exacted, refused to visit’ cither the Resident or his 
suiernin the Amir, and behaved with insolence towards the caravans bringing 
supplies to the troops. He was, therefore, informed that his right to levy dues was 
nob recognized, and that the practice must cease, 'To oblige the Kotaibi to comply, 
and t protect the road where it is adjacent to their country, a military post was 
established at te village of Sulck, and garrisoned by eighty Native Infantry under @ 
British officer, ‘The posts at Nobat Dakim and Hardaba were also strengthened, 

(4, All the troops originally posted at Dar Akkam (paragrapls 72 and 76) had 
boon withdrawn from thence, after the evacuation of Jalela, on nt of the 
iiuhealthiness of the place, aud only a small post of observation was maintained at 
Musemir. 

95, Having regard to both the political and military situation, it was obviously 
ecessary to proceed with catition in any attempt to penetrate into the country to the 
cast of Dthala, ‘his country is also extremely difficult for troops. ‘he hills rise steeply, 
1u some places almost vertically, from the plateau, forming the scarp of an elevated an 
hilly region, seamed by the deep and rocky valley of the Bana River, and the great 
ravines running ito it For a country of this description the tract described is well 
populated, hut very litele food, and not much forage, can be got out of it. 

06, Alter some deliberation, the Resident determined that it would he uscless to 
‘wait for co-operation on the part of the Mausatta Sheikhs, and that the best plan would 
be to launeb the survey party into the Shaibi country at once, before its moyement 
could be anticipated, with as stroug an escort as could conveniently be fed there; and 
o be ready to support the escort, if necessary, with all the troops available at Dthala, 
The Trent) entered intowith the Mausatta would prevent the Sheikhs of that seetion from 
openly displaying annoyance, and certainly from taking any active part against us; while 
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the shaibi themselves, though disunited, and quarrelling among, themselves, were, on 
the whole, too much interested in the demarcation to oifer opposition to an armed foree. 

$7. On the 31st August, the survey party, and an escort of 100 British Infantry, 
100 Native Infantry, and 2 mountain guns, rendezvonsed at Khalla, avillage on the east 
side of the Dthala Plain, about 12 miles from that place hy road, ‘The next day they 
ascended to Awabil, a Shaibi villege near the ede of the hills overlooking Dthaln, ‘The 
people were generally friendly, and survey operations were commenceil at once, On the 
Ath September, however, small party was unexpectedly fired at by the people of a 
Yillage called Hadera, and most unfortunately a native surveyor was killed, Captain 
Warneford, Political Officer, with several Shaibi Sheikhs and some troops, proceeded at, 
once to the spot, and the village towers were blown up without resistance, the people 
having already fled. ‘The survey of the Shaibi border was then completed without 
further trouble, and the survey party, with its escort, proceeded to cross the Bana River, 
whieh is the loundary of the Shaibi country. After a most difficult march they halted 
at Rubiaten, a village and small district, which, with three other small districts called 
Juban, Nawa, and Dabiani, belongs to the family of Sultan Kalitan, and to the Mausatta 
Shieikhs. ‘The people are dependants of the YaiTai and the districts are clearly included 
in the territory of the trite. ‘The inhabitants were very friendly, and the survey party 
was able to do good work at this place, On the day the escort reached Rubiaten, 
a military post of 200 infantry and 2 camel gune was established at Awabil, under 
the ‘command of Captain Shewell, 129d Rifles, to maintain communieation with 

thal 

98. Reports wore now received that Saleh-bin-Omar, the brother and rival of Sultan 
Kabtan, With a following variously stated at from 1,000 to 2,000 men, was making for 
Rubiaten with intent to attuck the survey party and detachment there, On the after 
noon of the 12th September Captain Warneford heliographed from Rubiaten that Saloh 
bin-Omar, with at least 1,000 men, had erossed the Bana and was in the Shaibi country, 
As the survey party and its escort might find itself in an awkward position, if attacked 
in the very difficult country about the Bana, or if the enemy interposed between it and 
Awabil, General Maitlind moves out the following morning with 300 of the Dubli 
Fusiliers and + ginis of No. 6 Mountain Battery, It was impossible to reach Awabil in 
‘one march from Dthala on account of the distance and the long and difficult ascent to 
that place, but on arriving there on the 14th it was found that the Yaflai gathering had 
attacked Captain Shewell’s post the previous morning, and had been smartly repulsed 
with a loss of about twenty killed and many wounded, ow casuaities being one man of the 
Hainpshires killed, and four suldiers and sepoys wounded. It was afterwards ascertained 
that Saloh-bin-Onuir did not accompany the gathering, but all the other leaders of the 
pro-Turkish party appear to have joined it, and. at least two members of the family of 
the Mausatta Sheikhs were present at the engagement, one of w wounded 
severely. ‘The whole gathering seems to have numbered about 1,50, and some. 1,200. 
actually crossed the Bona. They were from every section of the Vailas, many of them 
being the « bloods” and restless spirits of’ the tribe, wito were actuated as much 
by a spirit adventure as by any leaning to Saleh-bin-Omar ard his party, About 
half were armed with rifles, and these were the only ones who really fought, ‘Phe 
Mausatta Sheikhs afterwards apologised for the presence of the young men of their family, 
saying that they had been unable to restrain them, but it is probable that they did not 
make any great efforts in that direction, 

99. ‘Nhe affair was, however, the best thing that could have happened at the 

nt, as the Yailai were considerably surprised at the way in which the attack was 
, andl it cleared the air for the time being, as far as this tribe was concerned, in 

‘satisfactory manner, 

‘on, as regards tribal difficulties, why the survey should not 
have heen proceeded with, but the Turks addressed a very strong protest to the British 
Commissioners, declaring that the advance of the survey party aid its escort into 
Rubinten was military movement into the Turkish district of Rada, which violated the 
status yuo, and imperilled the whole negotiations between the ‘two Governments, 
Colonel Waliab replied that Rubiaten was as an appanage of the Sultan of Yatfai, and 
ag such was.a part of the Yaffai “canton,” and covered by the Irulé of the sth 
February. Nevertheless the survey party had to he withdrawn, and the attempt. to 
proceed Horth-castiward has not, up to the time of writing (June 1904), been renewed, 
As regards the Shaibi boundary, liowever, the result of the expedition was satisfactory. 
Colonel Wahab reported on the 2st September that an agreement. had been arrived at 
with the Turkish Commissioners, and that actual demarcation would probably commence 
very shortly. 
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101. On the 11th October, 1903, the first boundary pillar wa erected on the 
Shaibi border, near the Bana River, demarcation being thus commenced two years after 
ft had been proposed by the Porte, aud exactly a year and eight months aiter the tirst 
mecting of the British and Turkish Commissions at Dthala in February 1902 (pi 
graph 27), The officer nominally in charge of the ‘Turkish surveys, by nau Zia lffendi, 
Apparently ine of the extreme and fanatical party, male various attempts to obstract 
tlie prowress of the delimitation, but happily without much effect, and the relations 
between the Commissions were on the whole mure eordial than they had been at any 
revious period. On tle 4th October the delimita the Shaibi border from the 

ana River to a point near the village of Al Ukla was completed, and the British and 
Turkish Commissioners returned fo their camps near Sangh and Kataba, respectively 
(paragraph 89). 

102, At the same time, however, Colonel Wahab reported that the Sheikhs of 
Rubinten had been summoned hy the Turkish authvrities at Rada, to whose © kaza,” or 
district, it was asserted that they belonged, in order to answer for their liaving received 
the British survey party. In event of refusal Turkish troops were to be sent into 
Rubiaten to punish them. ‘This necessitated another representation by the Ambassador 
at, Constantinople, which produced a promise from the Porte that the people of Rul 
slioutd not be molested, However, the position of Rubiaten and the adjacent di 
still reviained undecided. 

103, In the meanwhile, His Majesty's Government had decided, on aceount of the 
difficulties likely to he encountered in carrying out the demareation of the aorth-castern 
portion of the frontier up to the desert, ani the consequent delay in the settlement of 
the Amiri horder, which was the most essential part of the whole, that the norti-castern 
demarcation should be postponed, a notification being made to the Turkish Goverament 
of the tribes and sub-tribes (or districts) claimed as being on the British side of theline. 
‘The dificulty in making auy notifieation with respect to the tribes and districts lying 
Deyond the Rubiaten group was that the country was wholly unsurveyed, and our knowledge 
of ft very imperfect, ‘To obfain a survey of somekind or other was therefore important. 
Both the Resident avd the British Boundary Commissioners thought that a recon. 
Hyaissance surveyfof the nortieastern frontier up to the desort should be carried out before 
fry declaration was made to the Turkish Government, ‘The Conmisiones, however, 
hel that an iudopendent: survey did not fall within the scope of their duty, and tat, 
though such work it itself would be most useful and desirable, it should be carried out 
under the orders of the Resident, 

104. It was accordingly: atranged that a survey party should be placed at the 
ixposal of the Resident for this purpose. [t was evident that, after the departure of 
he Commission and the troops from the Dthala Plateau, which might now take place in 
‘a few wveoks, it would no longer be feasible to use Dthala as a base for survey in a north 
easterly direction ; and, apart from this, the attitude of the ‘Turks with regard to 
Rubiaten, and the adjacent Yatlai districts (paragraph 100), greatly inereased the 
difficulty of proceeding with the reconnaissance from the Dthala side, “he only alter 
ative was to send the party through the country of the Padthli and Audillah tribes to 
Nisub, tho residence of the Upper Aulaki Sultan, from whence they would proceed to 
Behau-al-Kasab, a district on the border adjoining the desert (see paragraph 28), whose 
Chiet was willing to receive and protect it. ‘The party was then to work along the 
Belian, aud Beda borders, until it could join its survey’ to that already executed (para~ 
graph 07). ‘Thia plan involved, of course,a certain amount of risk, as the distance from 
‘Aden was great, and the party woulll have to depend for their security on tribal escorts 
but the danger was not very great, aud the attempt was justified by the importance 
attached to a settlement of the north-eastern frontier, 

106, With regard to the Amiri frontier, Sir Nicholas O'Conor telegraphed, on the 
1th October, that an Tradé had been issued at Constantinople accepting the green line 
on the revised map submittedjby the Commissioners as the result of a proper survey of 
the borderland (jaragraphs 85 and $7), and demareation was comnjenced vn the 27th or 
26th, beginning at a place called Lakhmat-al-Duki, as there vas still some difficulty 
about the line in the neighbourhood of Kataba, ‘The large seale survey wax now con 
tinued down the Tiban Valley to Tustn oF isan, where the stream of that name, flowing 
from the west, enters the ban not many miles from where the Haushabi border 
commences on Jabal Warwa, 

106, While the Commission was pursuing its work, as well as the difficulties raised 
by the Turks would allow, cortain events took place, which, though not directly connec 
with the demarcation, deserve a place in the narrative. ‘The Ist Battalion Dublin 
Fusiliers. (paragraph 92) had been ordered to embark at Aden for England at the end 
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of October. ‘They were to be relieved by the Ist Battalion of the Buffs from India, 
‘who came over about 900 strong. The Resident took advantage of the movement of 
the Dublins down the road to direet a small column to attack the village of Nakhlen, 
belonging to the Dihambari tribe, and situated within the outer hills of the Radfan 
range This place was a nest of robbers, from which parties frequently issued to mo! est 
travellers on the toads leading to Dthala, Several outrages had been committed by the 
people of Nakhlen on the line of communications, and they had even gone so far as to 
Seize the post of the colum)) at Dthala, and to seatter the contents of the bags. ‘The 
detachments detailed to attack Nakhlen were 200 of the Dubiins, about $0 of the 
102nd Grenadiers, two guns of No. G Mountain Battery and two camel guns, the whole 
being placed under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel English of the Dublins, 
The operation involved a march of 18 miles from Bardaba to a camp between Dar 
Shiban and As Suk, the nearest spot to Nakblen where water could be found outsie 
tlie hills, and a further march of nearly 10 miles on the following morning to Nakhlen 
itself. ‘Phe advance of the troops was opposed fro the moment they approached 
the hills, but the village was reached without a cheek and its towers destroyed, 
‘After the men and animals had jeen watered and obtained a brief rest, the 
column commencel its return march, \s often happens on such “ecasions, the enemy 
were more active in harassing the retirement than they had been in opposing the advance, 
They were naturally favoured by the growd, and tne rearguard was once oF twice some- 
what pressed, Lieutenant-Colonel English, however, handled hig foree with com: 
Tendable skill, and the troops reached the open with but slight loss, while the 
guns appear to have inflicted considerable damage on the enemy. ‘The troops all 
Suffered much from the heat, which was still great at this season. Alter a dny’s halt 
the Dublin Fusiliers continued their march to Aden ut the guns were ordered to 
Nobat Dakim. 

107. It was hoped that the punishment inflicted on Nakhlen would be a useful 
Jeston to. the tribes in the neighbourhood, particulnrly ty the Kotaibi (paragraph 98), 
nd the Kotaibi Sheikb actually wrote to the Resident in a submissive tone regarding 
the transit dues; but this was either a blind, or the withdrawal of the Dublins, and the 
consequent temporary weakness of the visible British forces, was'a temptation whieh this 
trucalent tribe could not withstand, On the 25th October a party of the Kotaibi, 
headed by a relation of the Chief, waylaid the mail going down from Dthala, killing 
both the eamel sowars who were escorting it, and carrying off all the ngs. At the 
time the Kotaibis appeared in some force in front of the Sulek post, and ennmences! a 
series of attacl : 

TOs. The head-quarters of the Ist Battalion of the Hampshires had been ordered 
to leave Aden on the arrival of the Buffs, but they could only bring with them about 
200 rifles, and two companies of the Bus were now directed to follow ay soo us 

‘blo. A part of the troops at Dthala were always kept in, readiness for immediate 

jumnn of 400 infantey and four guns No. 6 Mountain Battory wus 
vory quickly organizoi, ‘The General's plan was to wait until the arrival of the Hamp. 
Shires at Sulek enabled him to form there another small column of about 300 infantry 
and four mountain guns with a few mounted men, ‘This column was to dlrive the enemy 
from the neighbourhood of Sulek and to destroy the Kotaibi towers and villages in the 
more accessible part of their country nevr that place; while the column from Dthala 
tras to descend through the Al Ajud country (paragraph 93) and strike at Dthil Hajera, 
the Chief's own residence, which was known to he situated at the head of the northern 
most of the two glens, which opening into the Wadi Hardaba at Sulek, together form 
the chief part of the Kotaibi country. ‘The danger attenilant on the operations of a 
divided force was almost entirely obviated in this case by the fact that the Dthala 
column would be in constant heliographic communication with Sulek, and the co-opera- 
tion of the columns Was therefore assured, However, this plan was not put into excention ; 
for, on tho evening of the 28th October, a messaxe was received from Captain Lloyd 
Jones, commanding at Sulek, to the effect that le could only hold out for twenty-four 
hours longer. his was a surprise, as all his previous: reports were confident, and it was 
not supposed that he was hard pressed, bree hours after the report had been received, 
the Dilla column was ou the march under the command of Colonel Scallon, 123rd 
Rifles. He reached Hardaba, 16 miles, that night, and after giving the troops a few hours’ 
reat, started again at daybreak for Sulek, which is 6 miles further on, ‘The appearance of 
ihe troops was a surprise to the Arabs, wo, nevertheless, shoved a bold front, and some 
Smart fighting took place, particularly for the possession of a low saddie-backed hill, 
Within 600 yards of the post, from which the Kotaibi had given the garrison consider- 
Tite annoysnce. In taking this hill, Captain Lloyd-Jones received a severe wound. 
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109, General Maitland arrived at Sulek on the morning aiter the engagement and 
assumed command of the troops, ‘The enemy had then retired from the immediate 
neighbourhood of the post, but they were keeping up a fire at long range which eaused 
‘@ few casualties, It was known that they had demanded the assistance of all the \1 Ajud 
and Radfan clans, and the contingents of some of them had already joined. Forta- 
nately, Captain Warneford, the Politieal Officer at Dtbala, who liad made himself 
acquainted with the Al Ajud Shieklis, was able to prevent any further accessions to the 
strength of the enemy, but abont 1,200 rifles, besides spearmen, were believed to be 
actually in the field against us, and the attitude of the Kotaibi Chief and Shickhs was 
one of defiance. ‘They had sent their families and flocks away to the Bai, and appeared 
to he prepared to offer a determined resistance. What proved to be more annoying was 
that the Kotaibis had sent threatening messages to all the tribes in the neighbourhood of 
Aden to prevent their camels heing employed in bringing up troops, and there was a 
sort of pnnie at Aden among the camelmen. ‘Three companies of Buffs whieh had been 
ordered to Nobat Dakiin as a reserve were wnable to move, and the march of the two 
companies which had heen directed. to follow the head-quarters of the Hampshires was 
delayed, as was a convoy of ammunition for the guns. On the other hand, the Kotaibi 
had fired so many eartridees at Sulek that they were somewhat short of ammmniti 
and offectul measures wore taken) to prevent their obtaining any further suppli 

Lahej and the coast tribes, : 

‘110, ‘The arrival at Sulek of the head-quarters of the Hampshires and of the runs 
from Nobat (paragraph 108) was now impatiently awaited, but they also bad difficulties 
with their camelmen, who at first refused to proceed beyond Nobat. On the 31st 
October, hovever, they came up, and an advance was ordered the next day to Kariati, 

iles from Sulek, where there is perennial water in the river-bed at the bifw 
cation of the glens, ‘he force available was 540 infantry and four guns, and the 
country being lairly open the enemy were driven back into. the hills without any serious 
fighting. and the neighbovrhuod of Sulek completely cleared. i 

111, It would he beside the purpose of this natrative to detail the operations which 
now took (nee ‘Phey have been fully reported to. the proper autho Suttic 
say that, although the force at the disposal of the General vas smaller than was desirable, 
the expedition was very suecesstul, the Kotaibis being pushed back along the hills and 
obliged to abaniion their tovers, villages ind crops, which were almost entirely 
while heavy loss was inflicted on the enemies’ fighting men, So much dd the latter 
suifor in their conflicts with the troops, that when the force was withdrawn irom Dthil 
Hajera, atter a day's halt at that placo, not a single Arab appeared to follow up the 
retiring troops, not was another shot fired at them while in the Kotaibi country, although 
the retirenient was purposely: deliberate, 

112. ‘The Amir of Lthala accompanied the troops throughout, and 
some assistance, His presence was of the greatest value as regards the transport 
of the foree, most of which came from his territories, ‘There was no trouble in procuring 
or retaining the camels tequired by the troops who marched from Dthala, or for subse 
quently bringing down supplies. 

‘1s, Whe total losses of the Kotaibi and their allies were estimated at from 200 
to 250 Killed and sounded. ‘The killed alone were certainly not less than 50, and were 
probably as many as <0 or 90, The casualties among the troops amounted altogether 
took wounded. ‘The latter included two British officers (one severely 

taibi field force returned to Sulek on the 13th November and was 
broken up on that date, the whole expedition having taken only sixteen days, ‘The 
troops drawn from Dthala, with the head-quarters of the Hampshires, marched at once 
for that place, the Boundary Commission having been left for the time almost entirely 
\insipported, while vatious rumours of possible attacks by Saleh-bin-Omar were afloat. 
General Maitland went on to Aden, which he reached on the 15th November, 

115, ‘The Kotaibi expedition was the first occasion in which an Arab tribe bas been 
attacked and beaten by Britis troops iu its own hills, Reports of the inferiority of the 
Liritish troops, particularly of the native Indian soldiers, have been so industriously circu 
lated that the hill tribes ‘of the Aden hinterland, especially since they obtained breech- 
loaders, have an inordinate iden of th fighting powers as compared with tlise of 
our troops. The defeat of the Kotaibis, therefore, having to some extent impressed 
the tribes with a proper respect for the British arms, will make for peace and quietude 
in the future, 

116, Returning now to the demarcation, the whole of the month of November was 
vonsumed in negotiations regarding the Kataba portion of tie border, that is to say, the 
line from the neighbourhood ot Al Ukla to Ad Duki (paragraphs 10) and 105). It was 
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not till the 6th December that the Ambassador at Constantinople was able to telegraph 
that detailed and categorical instructions had heen sent to the Vali of Yemen to the 
effect that the boundary claimed by the British Commission, and described in his own 
Memorandum to the Porte of the previous September, should be recognized The 
boundary pillars were put up on the 12th and 13ti December, 1903, and the long dispute 
as to the Amiri boundary was thus appily terminated. ‘The British and "Turkish Com- 
missions were at last free to move, after a sojourn on the Dthala Platean of nearly two 
Years. Owing to the Fast of Ramadan the Turkish Commission could not travel, but one 
Of their Commissioners accompanied the British Commission which left Sanali on the 
17th December and reached ‘Tusan in three stazes (paragraph 100). 

117. Meantime, Mohsin-bin-Farid, the Aulaki Chief of Yeshbum (paragraph 86), 
had announced his intention of presenting himself at Aden and concluding a Treaty, It 
appeared that he was tired of waiting for the Sultan of Nisab, and that he had written 
to him to that effect, advising him at the time to get his ‘Treaty as soon as possible 
in some way or other. Thisaction of the Yeshbun Chief was welcomed by the Resident, 
and a Treaty was concluded with him about the middle of December, Shortly afterwards 
Sharif Ahmed, the Behan Chief, rather unexpectedly appeared at Aden, bringing with 
him representatives of the leading tribes in his country. He earnestly requested that 
he might be given a Treaty, and after taking all the circumstances of the ease into con- 
sideration, including the strong wish expressed by the Ambassador at Constantinople for 
the settlement of the north-eastern frontier, General Maitland deemed it advisable to 
conclude this engagement without further delay. On the 1th March the brothers of 
the Sultan of Nisab came in to Aden with full powers to conclude a Treaty on his 
ehalf, whieli was duly done, 

118, The Boundary Commissions did not long remain at 'Tusan. ‘The “ green 
line” having heen finally accepted by the Sultan of ‘Turkey, no further local difficulties 
were raised, and the demareation inthe ‘Tiban Valley was quickly finished, On the 
2th December, 1903. Colonel Wahab reached Ad Dareja in the Haushabi border—tie 
scene of Major Rowe's fight of July 1901—and the British Commission camped near the 
mins of the tower built by Muhammad Nasir Mukbil, Tt was found that the nephew 
of the latter was now Mudir of the Mavia district, and a clain to Ad Dareja and other 
places was put forward by the Turkish local authorities; but it was not supported by the 
‘Yurkish Boundary Commissioners, and the line claimed by the British Commission was 
eventually conceded. Sor was there much trouble with the remainder of the Haushabi 
border, except that the head of the Wadi Natid was in dispute between the An 
are under the Haushabi Sultan, and the Yusufiyin, who are ‘Murkish subjects 

that of Ad Dareja, for the Yusufiyin Sheik, who were 

1y of the ‘Murkish Customs, had caused a tower to be built at a spot called Nijd 

amma, within the Haushabi ti ‘As in the ease of the more recent encroach. 
ments on Amiri territory, the tower had been erected atter the Ad Dareja incident, and 
about the sime time that the proposal to demareate had been made by the Turkish 
Goyermnent. This toner commanded the defile leading from the Yusuflyin country to 
the territory of the Amri, wio are under the Haushabi Sultan, and the only practicable 
route to tle sonthern Kubati country, ‘The Kubati are Turkish subjects, and the 
‘Turkish troops had more than once ased this route, through the territory of a tribe 
under British protection, in order to compel the payment of taxes by Kubati tribesinen, 
After some dispute the British and ‘Turkish Commissioners agroed on a line which would. 
leave the tower of Nijd Musamma on the Haushabi side of the border, and this has since 
been accepted by the Port 

119, ‘This practically finished the Haushabi demareation. ‘he delimitation from 
Ukla to the Kubati country, that is, the entire Amiri and Haushabi borders, had been 
accomplished in one month; of course, much of the survey had been done beforehand, 
but as the total distance measured along the border line amounts to some G0 miles, and 
the country is hilly and complicated, it was a remarkably good piece of work, and showed 
what could be accomplished when the Commissions were working in accord, 

120, he satisfaction felt at such rapid progress having been made after so many 
delays was, however, marred by the failure of the plan to carry out the reconnaissance 
of the north-east frontier trom Behan-al-Kasab (paragraph 104). The survey party 
specially placed at the disposal of the Resident reached Aden about the middle of 
December. It consisted of Mr. Claudius, a Eurasian gentleman who liad recently retired 
from the Indian Survey Department, two native surveyors, and twenty-five khalasies, or 
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tract is very small compared to its not inconsiderable area, and hardly anything 
was known of it until the Boundary Commission had necessarily to undertake its 
exploration. 

124. The Subaihis haye no Chief or Sultan of the whole tribe, 
into a number of independent sections, or clans, some of whom are at feud with the 
others, All the sections, however, will unite against a common enemy, In this respect, 
and also in their persistently predatory habits, the Subaihis resemble the Pathan tribes 
of the north-west frontier of India. ‘They have always been the most troublesome of 
the tribes in the Aden Protectorate; and as, with the exception of an expedition against 
the Barhemi section in 1878, they have never been punished by us for their frequent 
misdeeds, even for outraes rom” itted in British territory in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Aden, they have become very bold, At one. time the Sultan of iahej, the 
predecessor of tle present Chief, succeeded in obtaining their submission, and for a 
Certain period the tribe was officially regarded as united with che Abuali, But after a 
few yeurs the Subaihis combined against Lahej and threw off the yokv. Since then the 
sections bave been independent of any rule or authority. We have engagements with 
some of the more important clans, dnder whieh they are pais stipends in fiew of the 
dues they formerly took from traders passing through their country, and it was slso the 
custom for the Resident at Aden to give money presents to their leading Sheikhs from 
time to time, ‘This is done in the ease of all the Adew tribes, hut the Subaibi presents 
have been on a very liberal seale in the hope of inducing them to refraiy, from plunder, 
As, however, these gifts produced little or no offect in tat direction, the presents nave 
of Inte been discontinucd in thie ease of most sections. 

125. Collectively, the tribe ix supposed to be able to muster 2,500 breeeli-loading 
rifles, and they have’ certain repntation among the tribes ns fighting men, 

424, Ata former period the Subaihis Iind shown scant courtesy to Colonel Wahiab 
himself, when (as Captain Wahab, R.E.) he was in charge of the topographical survey of 
1892, They then fired at his surveyors, and compelled him to retreat from Da alle 
Kudaimi, leaving his work ineumplote, Since that time the relations of thie Subaihi with 
the Aden authorities had by no means improved, and it was not likely that the Commis. 
sion would be able to get through (he try without opposition, ‘They were als on 
exceedingly bad terms with our friend and ally, the Sultin of Lahej, on account of 
numerous raids they had made into his country. Latterly, they lid gone so tar as to 
commit outrages on the main road, seizing camels in the employment of the Commis: 
sariat contractor and Killing some of the drivers, their exeuse being that the latter were 
Abilalis, that is, of the Sultan of Lahe(’s txibe, and their hereditary cnemics, Besides 
this, the Subailtis had, out of bravado, fired shots for two nights in succession at our post 
of Nobat Dakim, simultaneously sring at the ~ultin of Lahej’s litle fort at: Anad, these 
two places being some 5 or 6 miles apart on the main road, And they, had, on one 
oceasion, fired delibcratety at a small party of sepoys escorting an officer's baggage 
between Nobat and Musemir, 

127. The Resident had for some time represonted that it was highly desirable, for 
the general peace of the country, that the Subaihis should be made to understand that 
they could not continue to terrorize their neighbours, and render the main roail insecure, 
He was specially desirous of being allowed to take punitive measures before the 
Boundary Commission approached the Subaihi country, as it would obviously be easier to 
deal with a subdued and chastened tribe than with the Subailis in their present aggres- 
sive mood. Permission was at last granted to the Resident to undertake an expedition 
against the Subaihis on the understanding that the progress of the Commission vould 
be facilitated rather than hindered thereby. But by the time this was received, the 
Commission were already at the edge of the Subaihi country, and both the Resident and 
Colonel Wabab agreed that punitive measures undertaken at this moment would delay 
the progress of demareation and give rise to complications, ‘The alternative was to 
place troops in positions from which they could readily advance against the Subaihis, if 
required, and to strongly support the Commission itself, taking care that its line of coms 
munications with Aden was well guarded, It was hoped that such measures, combined 
‘with the effect produced by the defeat of the Kotaibis, might induce the Subaibi sections 
Yo keop quiet while the Comission was passing along their frontier, 

128, The Aden column, which bad been for so many months at Dthala, was no 
longer required there when’ the Commission had completed the Amiri demarcation, 
Dthiala could not, however, be left, at all events tor the present, without some troops, 
‘and about 500 infantry and two camel guns were left there, while the head-quarters of 
the column, about 1,000 strong, with six guns, under Colonel Buckley of the Hronp- 
shires, moved to Musemir, where they remained in support of the Commission while the 

[1780] 2N 





135 


demarcation of the Haushabi border was proceeding. A small flying column of about 
280 infantry, with a couple of guns from No. 6 Mountain Battery. was detailed for the 
immediate support of the Commission when it should make its entry into the Subaihi 
country, and she Commission escort, consisting of 150 Native Tafantry and a detach- 
ment of twenty sowars of the Aden ‘Troop, was strengihened, at Colonel Wabab’s 
request, by tw mountain guns and a party of forty /ampshires, with a Maxim. 
Another column, consisting of three companies of the Buffs, two companies of the 128rd 
Native Infantry. an! four camel guns was formed at Aden tinder the command of Major 
Ravenhill, of the Buffs, Tt was to enter the Subaihi country at Am Rija, and meet the 
Boundary Commission in the neighbourhood of Dar-al-Kudaimi. This foree was styled 
the “Subaihi Column,” and it was inten‘ted to fulfl the functions of the original * Aden 
Column” as soon as the Boundary Commission bad advaneed far enough into the 
Subaihi country. 

12%, Arrangements were also made for improving the water-supply at Am Rija and 
elsewhere for holding the line of communications, and for reinforcing the active columns 
iH necessary. The Subaihi Sheiklis vere given clearly to understand that if they behaved 
well and assisted the Commission, the customary rewards for such service would not be 
wanting, but if they displayed hostility, they would assuredly be attacked at once with 
every man available, 

130, Meantime, in order to expedite work of demarcation, it was agreed between 
the British and ‘Turkish Commissioners that the scale of the border survey should be 
reduced trom yphoq to? miles to Linch, This would enable the British survey party to 
proxress more quickly, and also to cover a larger area of ground, ‘The final maps wil, 
therelore, include hitherto imsurveyed tracts on the ‘Turkish side, and will thus be of 
value to tho Turkish officials ay well as to our own, 

181. It was found that the only way from the Haushabi into the Subaihi country 
was vii Minjara, from which a pass Known as the Nakil Madraja leads into a wilderness 
of hills draining east to the lower ‘Tiban, On the 80th January, 1904, the British 
Commission moved their camp to the upper part. of the Wadi Hidaba (in Haushabi 
country), and two days later Colonel Wahab and Mr, Fitzmaurice visited the eamp of 
the Turkish Commission which had heen established on Jabal Kubati. Fron) the spurs 
of this hill (which is exitirely Turkish) they could overlook a large part of the country of 
the northern Subaihis, and the Turks explained their views as to where the boundary 
lay. ‘Vhe following day the British and Turkish Commissioners again met on Jabal 
Mulurrika, ‘Pix is on the boundary, and from ita view is obtained of the country of 
the Juheli, a small section who live along the hills separating the Haushabis from the 
Subsihis, and extend east as far ay the Madraja Pass. It was somewhat unlucky that at 
this juncture dhe Second Turkish Commissioner suddenly fell ill, and was obliged to go 
to Taiz for the recovery of his health, In his absence the remaining Turkish Com- 
missioners seemed inclined to relapse ixto their former attitude of obstruction and 
opposition, hey claimed a large part of the Hidlaba Valley, which belongs to the 
Avwri (under the Haushiabi Sultan), and all the Jubeli, though the latter are Subaibis, 
Tt was impossible to admit these claims, which would have given the Turks a wedge of 
country thrust vnstward from the Kubatt country into the British Protectorate, and also 
the command of the only road info the Subaihi country from the north, which ean be 
trayersed by ladon camels, As the ‘Turks were persistent in their demands, there was 
nothing for i but-a reference to the two Governments, 

182. \Vhile this was going on, the neighbouring Subaihi Sheikhs, or most of them, 
had come into the camp of the British Commissiovers and proffered assistance. ‘This 
waa satistictory, antl it was also understood that the Subsihis generally were becoming. 
sufficiently alarmed for their own safety to have abandoned the idea of offerin, 
opposition. On the 7th February the Commission crossed the Madraja Pass an 
eaiaped nt Mulehia in Subaihi country. ‘The same day the flying column (para- 
graph 128) camped ns near as possible to the pass on its northern side. Osring to the 
<eanty water-supply at Mulehia, the Commission carried twenty-one camel loads of 
water along with them, but there was, nevertheless, a dispute with the local Subaihis at 
the well, and some shots were fired, ‘he fire was returned, but the sheikhs intervened 
‘ind settled the matter, On the Sth Rebruary the Commission moved over a ditficult 
country to Dar Murshid. Here the Sheikhs of the Mansuri and Maklidumi sections 
complained to the Commissioners that their customary presents from the Aden 
Residency (paragraph 124) had been withheld, and they conveyed a veiled threat that 
shey would not co-operate in the work of demarcation until the cause of their complai 
‘ins been removed. As the presents referred to are dependent on good behaviour, and 
that of the Munsuri and Makhdami had been far from satisfactory for a long time, the 
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fact of the complaint heing put forward is illustrative of the general tone of the Subaihis 
in their dealings with the British authorities. The threat of the Mansuri and the 
Makhdumi did not make much impression, for a sufficient number of troops were now in 
the field to render any attempt. at open resistance a hazardous operation, and the 
Subaibis probably knew that, if defeated, they would not be likely to find an asylum 
among the tribes under Turkish rule, 

133. The survey of the border country was carried on without interference, and the 
border was examined by the Commission, who found that the line pointed out by the 
Subaihi Sheikh differed, materially from that claimed by the Turks. 

134, On the th February the Commission marcled to Am Farsha, In traversing 
a defile, the advance party of the escort were fired on by some forty tribesmen of the 
Khulef, Atawi, and Jazeri sections: from the heights commanding the road, ‘They 
were dislodged with some difficulty, and the tower of Dar Ibrahim was partly destroyed 
by the mountain guns, ‘The Subaihi lost two or three killed, and the escort had one 
nian wounded, AU Am Farshe the Boundary Commission came into communication 
with the Subaibi Column under Major Ravenhill (paragraph 128), which had marched 
from Aden on the 4th February, and was in position near Dar-al-Kudaimi on the sth, 
ready to receive the Commission on its emerging from the hills into the more open 
country about that place, or to advance to their assistance if necessary. ‘he troops hind 
been obliged to cross the strip of desert in detachments, and water was for some time 
short at Am Rija, but all difficulties were gradually overcome, and a sufficiently good 
line of communications was established, ‘The posts on this line were held by parties of 
the 94th Infantry, a wing of which regiment had been sent to Aden some weeks before, 
‘on the Resident's representation that a few fresh troops would be desirable, During this 
operation the Sultan of Lahe} rendered loyal and valuable assistance. 

185. The firing of the guns of the Commission escort on the 9th February was 
heard at Dar-al-Kudaimi, and Mr. Bury, Assistant Resident, who had accompanied the 
cohuuin as Politieal Offer, at once sent’ the Sheiktis of the Dubeni Subaihis, who had 
come in to him, to find out what was taking place, and if the Commission were in want 
of any assistance, One of the party retuned the same evening with a note from 
Colonel Wakab stating briefly what had occurred, and saying that no help was 
required, 

136. While the British Commission was thus making its way through the northern 

i , their Turkish colleagues had beon left behind on Jabal Kubati, ‘Nhe 

+h Commission frequently found diiculty in procuring camels for the transport. of 
their camp; in fact, they had’on more than one occasion to horrow from the British 
r lerable escort 0» account of the uncertain 
temper of the tribes on their side of the line, It was hoped that something would bo 
heard of them at Am Farsha, but no news of their movements was obtainable at: that 
place. _After'« halt of three days, during which the survey work vas pushed on as much 
as possible, the British Commission moved to a spot on the Wadi Madin, to which the 
have given the name of Kublan, ft is sitnated about 8 miles from Dar-al-Kudaimi, 
‘The latter, it may be explained, is a tover and hamlet situated at the point where the 
rou! from Aden and Lalo, vid Am Rija, descends from the high sand desert to the 
wide valley of the Madin, ‘The Subaihi Column had, in the meantime, established 
itself at Khatabia, about 2f miles north-west of Dar-al-Kudaimi, where thero was a 
fairly good supply of water. Following up the broad dry water-course from this 
ground a ride of about 6 miles brings one to running water in the bed of the 
Wadi, and then for about 2 miles its hanks are lined with palm groves and. irrigated 
cultivation, among whieh appear many towers and small villages, ‘The view advancing 
up the Wadi, with the dark and frowning heights of Jabal Kalla and the main range as 
sgroand, i extroely picturesque, Kula appears to be tho name af one of the 
ets among the palm groves, but the whole place is well known by the name of 
Ghul Matin (ghal beng the Arabi for runoing strean). 

187, At Ghail Madin the valley is broken by spurs from the hills and a low ridge 
running parallel to the Wadi, A few miles higher up it coutracts to a gorge, above 
which is the village and fort of Mufatis, belonging to the Atwari tribe, who acknowledge 
the Turks. Here the valley is again wider, and there are houses and fields, ‘he main 
watercourse comes from tle north-west, from the Makhtari country, but several large 
and inhabited glens also run down into the Wadi from the north-east, and its catchment 
basin must be avery large one. ‘The people of this country, or some of it, have at 
times heen regarded as within the British sphere of influence, ut we have never 


* These ste throe small sections who together form one clan, 
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had regular dealings with them, and the Commission, cousidering that they were vot 
Rubaihis, did not believe itself justified in claiming them as included in the Nine 
Canton: 

F 18: A trade route from Taiz to A down through the Atwari count 
Mofalis, and through the gorge below, to Ghail Madin, Dar-al-Kudaimi, and pene 
It is known as the “Mufulis route,” and would probably oe more used but, for the 
predatory nature of the Subaihis, who cannot refrain from plundering the trailers who 
Yenture along it 

139. The Turkish Commission was found to be at Mofalis, having got to that place 
a day or two before the British Commissioners reached Kublan It sas at once 
discovered that there wis likel to be difficulty in coming to an agreement about this 
section of the boundary. ‘The principal cause was one which has now become familiar. vi 
the erection of a tower by Arabs under Turkish rule outsile their own limits. ‘The 
Humeddis (Turkish) are a tribe that inhabit the Wadi Mabak and the country to the west 
of the Madin Valley. Ttappears that one of then tied leased, or purchased, a few fields 
from the Jurahis, who are the adjacent section of the Subaihis, aud live actually on the 
border, On those fields he tuilt a hut, which was afterwards replaced by a * dar” or 

ver, ‘The spot is called Anja, and is av the northern end of the defile already 

ned, about u mile south of Mufalis, ‘The Jurabis were highly indignant ut the 

} claim, as the tower commands the <ource of the Ghail Mola, a strea 
bay which elas almost the whole of the their frontier 
‘on the approach of the Turkish Commission, to prevent possession being taken o 
place belore the arrival of the British Coane pene) sete 
__ ‘there wis also a dispute about the Wadi Shab, where the Turks liad made con. 
siderable encrochments on lands hich were undoubtedly Subaihi, and could be proved 
to ee by dhs ‘umentary evidence. ‘ 

_ 140, ‘Dhie British Commission moved, on the 16th February, to x eamp ne 
sbrine of Wali Sanawi, close to the south end of the defile, so as to be Hearts tis 
camp of the Turks, ‘Phe head-quarters of the Subaihi column (300 infantry, # mountain 
sans, anil a siyall detachment of the Aden Troop) then advanced to Kublan, where the; 
Where in « position o give immediate support to the Commission, and! also covered their 
rear, ‘The distance of the Commission camp from Aden was niw nearly 70 miles, and 


to protect the line of « ation a strong: eft at Khatabin, i 

ti ; ion w strong post was left at Khatabin, in a defensible 
inclosure, while Am Rijo was also held by about 100 Native Infantry, On the other 
hind, the pressure which it had hitherto. he ssary to exercise on the northern 


Subaihis could now be relaxed, ‘The flying column ( ni 
w relaxed, ‘The flying column (paragraph 128) was withdrawn fron 
tho neighbourhood of Minjars to Musemr, and the headquarters of the Aden Colona 
wore ordered to march to Nobat Dakim on the 20th February, with a view to the return 
of the force to Aden. [twas desirable that this should be effected as soon as the troops 
could safely he removed, for the ibn Valley had proved to he very malarious, and the 
health of the men was beginning to he seriously afleeted, f 
the ISth aud 2st February the Resident paid o short visit to the 
camp of Hie Sulaibi Column at Kublan. He was anxious to confer with Colonel Waliab 
regarding the future progress of the Commission, and the arrangements to be made (or 
its protection and supply in the western Subaihit country, which it was hoped they would 
reach ina th's time. It was also desirable that he should (as General Officer 
Commanding) inspeet the troops at Kubilan and the posts on the line of conumunieation 
ho country wos found to he generally quiet though roving Subaibis, probably belonging 
to the sections which opposed the escort of the Commission on the Oth February (para 
geal HD) Ce iaue bret is the camps at night. In the course of his tour the 
fesident received the Sheiklis of the leadiyg Subaili sections, wit rev 
marked results being arrived at, ig i Sega MLDOAS onegere Dy 
142, On the 1st March the original “Aden Column” was broken up, the H 
4 n ® » up, the Hampsh 
and No, Mountain Battery oarehing into Aden to avait embarkation, ‘The small 
Ayng eal vas however, retained af Muse for some weeks as it vas adele to 
maintain a wateh on the northern Subaihis so long as the Boundary Commission remaine 
Av the head of the Madin Valley. So eeemee gees 
143. Hitherto Mr. Bury had been the Political Officer with the Subaihi Colunm, but 
tho Resident requiring his services in Aden, Captain Warneford was sent to relieve: him. 
‘The latier lelt Aden on the Ist March and reached Am Rija on the Srd. He had with 
him, as a personal escort, four camel sowars of the Sheikh Othman police, who are Arabs, 


i 


enlisted from the districts adjacent to Aden, Tt appears that he was dissatisfied with the 
Dehaviour of the non-commissioned officer of this small party, aud spoke to him angrily, 
‘The man appears to have made an insolent reply, whereupon Captain Wameford struck 
him with a light riding eane which he had in his hand, ‘The man went. away, got 
his rifle, and shot Captain Warneford while engaged in talking to another Arab, 
He died the same vigit, The murderer made off immediately after firing the fatal shot, 
and being favoured by the ground he sueceeded in waking his escape, ard bas not since 
een captured (June 1903), ‘Uhe death of this talented oificer, especfally in such a 
manner, was a great misfortune, He hai done very excollent work at Dthala, and 
seemed to be warked out for a brilliant career, Major Davies, First Assistant Resident, 
then took charge of th cal duties with the Subaihi Column, 

14. The Subaihis continued to fire oveasionally at night into the eamps and made 
tempts to steal the camels. ‘The Lahe} eamelmen were consequently restless and 
‘neasy, anil besides they naturally dislike being kept in the country of their enemies, 
the Subathi, Only the fact that desertion would not be looked on with approval by their 
own Sultan kept them together. On one occasion the troops at Kublan came into 
Collision with the people of the neighbourhiod, who were always more or less trnculent, 
Owing to the increasing leat, arrangements were made by the Political Osieer for the 
purchase of dry palm branches to place over the tents, A party of British soldiers 
Fas collecting these branches in a pal grove, when they were insolently accosted by 
{ome Arabs, who demanded payment on the spot. They were told to go away and 
that payment would be made by the Political Officer as agreed upon. ‘They retired 
towards their dars, but before reaching them, turned round and opened fire on the oldiers. 
Mie troops were then turned out and the towers were quickly surrounded, on which the 
occupants surrendered. Two Arabs were killed in this skirmiah and thirteen’ made 
prisoners, of whom the four principal men were sent into Aden, Fortunately none of the 
foldicrs were hit and nothing more eame of the incident 

145. ‘The month of March passed in discussions between the British and Turkish 
Commissions regarding the Wadi Shab and the tower at Auja. ‘The Commissions went 
together over the ground, anil the actual state of the etse seems to have been fairly 
obvious, but Zin Effendi, the Turkish officer who had endeavoured to obstruct the 
Gemarcation of the Shaibi border (paragraph 101), appears to have inspired the Sheilehs 
on the Turkish side, and some others to make extraordinary and absurd statements as to 
their boundaries, which lad the effect of rendering any reasonable agreement impossible, 
Further, the Humedis (paragraph 199) objected to their country, being surveyed at all 
probably oming to the sume influence. ‘Che Connmission also received reports that these 
eimne Hunedi were in communication with some of the more turbulent of the Subaibis, 
and were planning to make a joint attack on their camp, 

140, As regards the tower at Al Auja, the Turkish Commission were obliged to 
admit that it was far outside the Humedi limits, and it was suggested to them that the 
faatter siould be settled by destrosing the tower and paying compensation to the tLumedi 
Guner,. They agreed to this, subject to the approval of ticir Government, which they 
Wore to telegraph for, but their reference appears to have evaded the main point, and the 
reply ofthe Porte brought matters no nearer to a conclusion, 

147. At last the Britis Commissioners informed the Turks that it was 

tan end to a situation which was delaying the progress uf the demarca 

Mesired by both Governments; and, on the following day (5th April), they proceeded 
with an adequate force to Al Auja and blew up the tower, also an adjoining defensible 
house. At the same time they pointed out that if the Turks could not control the 
Hiumedi, they might have to claim them as lieing of Subaihi origin, in which caso the 
British would immediately take the necessary steps to bring them to order, ‘These 
measures seem to have brought both the ‘Turkish Commissioners and the Humedi to 
their senses, A company of Turkish Iofantry was sent into the Humedi country, and at 
tras agreed that the survey of the border zone should be proceeded with under the pro- 
Tootion of this force. An unexpected effect of the decisive tone adopted by the British 
Commission was that the representatives of one of the Humedi sections came into the 
Commission camp and asked to be taken under British protection 

Tas. On the 7th April the British Commission broke up their eamp at Sanawi, and 
marched to Khatabia, arranging to meet the Turkish Commissionere in the Wadi Adim 
an the border between the Buremi Subaihis and the Zureki, ‘The column vas to remain 
for afew days longer at Kullan, ‘The question of the Wadi Shab remained unsettled 
for the present, but there bad already been great delay, and a month of comparatively 
tool weather had slipped by, leaving but a few weeks more in which it was possible for 
British troops to remain in the field, 

[1780) 20 















144 





ment to lay claim to Sheikh Said on the strength of the purchase of the place 
Sheikh Ali Thabit in 1869, aud the British Foreign Office directed our Ambassador at 
Constantinople to make enquiries from the Porte, ‘The Porte replied that no action 
whatever had been taken by the French Embassy in the direction indicated ; and it 
Was further stated that Sheikh Seid was an integeal part of the Ottoman Empire, and 
that the cession said to have been made by a local authority was not, and could not be, 
recognized, 

Tn 1897 a private individual, representing a French 
the Bmbassy at Paris if Sheikh Said was occupied 
referred to the Foreign Office, an the Marquess o 
Lord George Hamilton, replied that there was no trath in the report of the occupation 
of Sheikli Said by a British force, and that Her Majesty’s Government considered it to 
be Turkish territory, Since then there has been nothing to attract attention to Sheikh 
Said, until the present demarcation, 

* 159, ‘The boundary recommended by the British Commissioners runs to the coast 
4 the chd of a low range, about a mile éast of the Turba hill and hamlet, which would 
thus be left in Turkish possession, It has sinee been suggested that the line should «nd 
‘it Jebel Murad, which is loser to Turba, 

160 At the time of writing (12th June, 1904), the Boundary Com 
still at; Perim, and this portion of the frontier awaits its final settlement, ‘I 
Commissioners have, however, agreed to the line proposed by the British Co 
regaris the Wadi Shab (paragraph 148), the possession of which by the Subaibis without 
liability to ‘Turkish interference should’ be thereby assured, 'IViere are therefore no 
places remaining in dispute from the Bana River to a point whieh is seven miles north- 
West of the tower of Mijza (paragraph 153) and near to Madariba, An early agreement 
as to the Subaihi boundary from that point to within a few miles of the coast is 
anticipated, and if the line proposed is accepted by His Majesty's Government, the 
settlement of the whole boundary, except the north-east portion, will haye become an 
accomplished fact, 
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(Signed) P, J, MAITLAND, Major-General, 
Resident at Aden. 
June 12, 1904.. 





No. 142. 
India Ofice to Foreign Ofice.— (Received December 19.) 
Bir, India Office, December 16, 1904. 
WITH reference to Mr, Grant Duft’s telegram No, 160 of the 12th December 
last, on the subject of the proposed Henjam-Bunder Abbas Telegraph Cable, Tam 
directed by Mx, Secretary Broilrick to inclose, for Lord Lansdowne’s information, a 
copy of a note by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-Buropean ‘Telegraph Department 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY 




















Tnelosure in No. 142. 


Note by the Director-in-chief, Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
dated December, 14, 1904. 


‘DERE has been an estimate of the cost of connecting Henjam with Bunder 
Abbas vid Kishm made in India, and the estimate amounted to 75,000 rs. 
approximately. 

It is impossible to say what the approximate revenue to the Persian Govorn- 
ment would be after it took over the lino, as this would depend on what the amount of 
traflie was. ‘The revenue is likely to remain small relatively to the cost of constructing 
and maintaining the line, 

‘The reply might be that the opening of the office is desired in the interests of 
trade,,but it is not expected that its working will prove directly remunerative at least 


for some years to come. 
(Signed) «HA. KIRK. 
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No. 143. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 19.) 


WITH reference to Sir A. Godley’s letter of the 16th December, the Under- 
Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Socretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, forwards herewith, 
for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, 
dated the 14th December, relative fo the dispute between the British postal authorities 


and the Persian Customs at Bushire. 
India Office, December 17, 1904. 


Tnelosure in No. 143. 


Government of India to Sir A. Hardinge. 
(elegraphic) P. December 14, 1904, 
POSTAL affairs in Persian Gulf, 
Your telegram of the 3rd instant. a ate, ok 
We wouli adopt, as regards parcels, arrangement such as is indicated in Memo- 
randum of June 1900 (see ‘Trevor's telegram of the 30th October Inst), with proviso 
that Customs declaration should accompany all parcels, and that invoice of purvels 
prepared by Indian Office of Exchange should, together with Customs declaration, be 
Trelosed in separate cover addressed to Persian eustom-house officials, to whom it 
should be delivered as soon as the parcels bag is landed, An arrangement of a 
similar nature has been in force at Constantinople for many years, and was oxtonded 
in 1801 to Bussorali and Bagdad. + 
‘As regards letter mails, we entertain strong objection to Customs examination, 
‘At Bussorih and Bagdad no such examination occurs, nor does there seem to be any 
Feason to suspect that letter post is used as a means of evading customs du 
With reference to your telegram of the 24th November, we have. desired "Trevor 
telegraph to report on question of unauthorized immunity from customs dues, If 
this practice is found to exist, we are prepared to repress it vigorously. 
f further attempt is likely to De made under colour of Articles 27 and 61 of 
“ Ragloment Douanier” to undermine our special position in postal matters, ground 
for a demand for the prompt recognition of it is furnished by the high-handed action 
reported in Trevor's telegram of the 2nd instant. 
(Repeated to Secretary of State.) 




















No, 144. 
‘Musurus Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 19.) 


MUSURUS PACHA présente ses compliments au Marquis de Lansdowne et a 
Yhonneur de porter i la connaissance de sa Seigneurie quill vient de recovoir du 
‘Ministre Impérial des Affaires Btrangéres un télégramme, en date @hier, par lequel 
eat chargé d'informer sa Seigneurie qu'une solution définitive sera donnéo dans ces 
quelques jours i In question de la frontiére d’Aden. 


Ambassade Imperiale de Turquie, Londres, 
Te 18 Décembre, 1904. 
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No. 145, 


‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Sir A. Hardinge. 


(No. 78.) 
Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, December 19, 1904. 

THE cost of the Henjam-Bunder Abbas cable, referred to in your telegram 
No, 150 of the 12th instant, is estimated approximately at 75,000 rupees, 

The amount of traflie would decide the revenue accruing to the Persian Govern- 
ment, but relatively to the cost of constructing and maintaining the line, that revenue 
is not likely to be very large, It is desired to open the office in the interests of trade 
although, for some years at least, the working is not expected to be directly 
remunorative, 

You should reply in this sense to the Grand Vizier's inquiries. 











No. 146, 
‘The Marquess of Lansdowne to Mr. Choate. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 20, 1904. 









(Antics 
not be & 
Hague ‘Tribunal, 

‘Tho Government of the French Republic have nominated as their Arbitrator 
M, do Jonkheor do Savourin Lohman, Member of the Second Chamber of the States- 
General of the Netherlands, 

Hix Majosty's Government are desirous, if possible, to be represented by a citizen 
of the United States, and are advised that the post of Arbitrator would be most 
suitably led by Mr Melville W. Fullor, Chit Justice of the United States! Supreme 

‘our 

T should accordingly be greatly obliged if your Excellency would ascertain 
whether tho United States’ Government will agree to this selection, and, if so, whether 
Mr, Puller will be good enough to accept the office of Arbitrator. 

Tie itis noceeeagy, that Hla’ Majesty's Governiant) autulilcmal laren to, te 
Government of the French Republic, as soon as possible, the name of the Arbitrator 
selected by them, T should he gratoful if your Excellency could favour mo with a reply 
at the earliest possible date, 








Thave, &e. 
(Signed) LANSDOWNE, 












No. 147, 
India Office lo Foreign Office. 












(Received December 21.) 





Hi Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 

Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosure in & 
1 Secretary, Simla, dated the 17th November, relative to Seistan 










letter from the Fore) 
telographis. 


India Office, December 19, 1904. 


* Museat Compromis, Ostober 18, 1904, 
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Tnelosure in No. 147. 
Consul Macpherson to the Government of India. 


(Belegraphic.) Robat, November 11, 1904. 
NOVEMBER 9th, Russian and Persian telegraph signallers here at present use 

the same room to work in, This style very undesirable, as it gives former opportuntt 

to interfere with latter’s records, and also practical control of Hine. Kussian, ke 

British signallers, should, I think, haye quite separate office, and I would suggest that 

Persian Goyerament should be advised in ‘heir own interests to arrange accordingly. 
(Addressed to Legation, repeated to Foreign and Meshed.) 








No. 148. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received December 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosuro in 
a letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 17th November, relative to the 
flag to be flown at Musandim. 

Copies have been sent to the Admiralty. 


India Office, December 19, 1904. 





Inclosure in No. 148. 


Major Grey, Muscat, to Foreign Secretary, Simla, 





(Telographic.) P. Muscat, November 8, 1904, 
PLEASE seo your letter to the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, dated the 
2Gth Soptember, Should the flags be erected daily, or only on cortain occasions ? 





‘The men in charge will have to bo instructed if the latter course is to be followed, 





















No, 149, 






India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 21,) 


Sir, India Office, December 20, 1904. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of Sir H. Gorst’s letter of the 
7th December on the subject of the treatment of British Indian traders at Katif. 

In reply, 1am to state, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, that 
Mr, Brodick considers the action of the Turkieh Government in issuing orders for the 
discontinuance of the duties, which formed the subject of our complaint, and for the 
recovery of the sums levied in excess, is satisfactory, and renders it unnecessary to 
press for the appointment of a Consular Agent at Katif, provided that practical lfect 
is given by the local Customs officials to the orders sent them. On this point tho 
Government of India willbe requested to furnish a report, 

am, &e. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
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No. 150. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 21.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Beoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 19th December, relative to Seistan Arbitration Award, 


India Office, December 20, 1904. 


Tnclosure in No. 150. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India. 


(Helegraphic.) P, 

OOSTISTAN Avard. 
Yours 5th November, A : 
Opportunity was taken of consulting Hardinge before he left for Tehran. He 
refers Draft B, with your modifications of clauses 4 and §, but retaining Kamal 
Thin in 10 (c.), as well os clauses 2, 3, and 4, proposed by Commissioner. ‘The object 
in view is to strengthen tho hands of the Arbitrator in insisting that one-third share 

of the water from Afghan works should be secured to Persia. Tn order to m 
proposal more acceptable to Persian Government, Hardinge would also modify 
clause 5 as follows : ; 
‘After the words “complied with” insert following, “and at same time, to avoid 
sity of fresh references to Government of India and expense of special missions, 
sh ollicer of irrigation experience should be permanently attached to Consulate, 
He will be empowered to give opinion, &e.”; remainder of clause to ran a8 


India Office, December 19, 1904. 


0'8 proposals have concurrence of Foreign Office, I agree, subject to 
any observations you may liave to offer, 





No, 151. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 21.) 


‘MILE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorctary of Stato for Foreign Aifairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Broiirick, 
forwards horewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 19th instant, relative to the Karun irrigation, 


India Office, December 20, 1904. 


Tnelosure in No. 151. 
Mr. Brodrick to Government of India, 


(otegraphic.) _P. India Office, December 19, 1904. 

KARUN irrigation, Your telegram of the 9th instant. . , 

Tt is merely intended that surveyor should avoid attracting undueattention. Tt is 
not proposed that he should not use his instruments, or that the fact of his 
carrying out a suryey should be concealed from Persian Government. ‘The object 
which His Majesty's: Government haye in view is to obtain an expert opinion as to 
whether scheme would affect navigation of Karun, and to what extent ; also whether 
elements of success are contained in it, T request, therefore, that you will carry out 
the instructions conveyed to you in my telegram of the 16th ultimo. 
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No, 152, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 22.) 


HE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Undor- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of an inclosure 
ina letter from the Foreign Secretary, Simla, dated the 17th November, relative to 
the desire of Abdul Aziz to become Dragoman to the Political Agency at Muscat, 


India Office, December 21, 1904. A 


Tnclosure in No, 152. 


Major Grey to Government of India, 
Sir, Muscat, November 1, 1904, 

I HAVE the honour to refer to the correspondence ending with the letter dated 
the 8th August, 1903, from the Government of India in the Foreign Department to 
Political Resident in Persian Gulf, 

2. About a fortnight ago I was compelled to induce my Dragoman to tender his 
resignation. ‘Two days later 1 was informed that an Arab, one Nasib-bin-Mahomed, the 
local contractor for supplies to our men-of-war, a man who has once or twice applied for 
British protection, wished to apeak with me privately, "Tt appeared that Abdal Aa-ur- 


Rawabi bad begued him to approach me on the subject of his becoming Dragoman to 
this Agency. Abdul Aziz proposed to resign his post shortly, giving as his reason a 
desire to reside in the interior, where he has property, and then, after a couple of montis 
‘or 80, to find that Museat air suits him better, and retirn, only to discover that his former 
appointment in the French Consulate has been filled up, as ‘a Dragoman to the French 


Consul is indispensable, I, hie suggests, would not have been able in the meantime 
to find a suitable man, and as a last resource would engage him, 

Tasked Nasil how { could be sure that Abdul Aziz, would serve me faithfully after 
what had passed between our Government and the Sultan voncerning him, He replied 
tliat if Thad any doubts on that point (which he had not) [could make the man swear 
‘etrong oathton the Koran, Wile he aald even ABUL Acle would not dato to\d0 unlets 
he was sincere in his intentions, 1 thanked Nasib for his information and dismissed 
him, 

3, Tam of opinion that Abdul Aziz, whose general character is well knowu to the 
Government of India, bears no deep-seated yrudge against the British, and would be 
quite ready to take up work for them, in order to place himself once more in « position 
of importance, and haye again the possibility of enjoying the excitement of serious 
participation in political atiairs, But, however this may be, in the light of the very 
decided opinion expressed by Government in their letter above referred to, I do not 
suppose that they would approve of my arranging for Abdul Aziz to be engaged in the 
Political Agency, although, ox far as loeal matters are concerned, T could. manage that 
without any dskurbance of my fienly relations with the Trench Consulnic, 1 do not 
therefore, think it necessary to dwell upon the subject at further length, but send 
for information this account of Abdul Aziz’ latest attempt to regain prominence in the 
‘Muscat orld of excitement and intrigue. 

4. A copy of this letter has been forwarded to the Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, Bushire. 

T have, &. 
(Signed) W. G. GREY, Major, 
Political Agent and Consul, Muscat, 
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No. 153. 
Admiralty to Foreign Offce—(Received December 24.) 


fir, Admiralty, December 23, 1904. 
I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to 
‘you herewith, for the information of the Marquess of Lansdowne, copy. of a letter 
Which their Lordships have addressed to the Secretary of State for India, relative to 
the flags proposed to be hoisted in the neighbourhood of Cape Musandim, at the 
entrance to the Persian Gulf. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure in No. 153. 


Admiralty to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sin, Admiralty, December 28, 1904, 

MY Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have hiad before them your letter of 
the Gth instant, forwarding copy of correspondence between your Department and the 
Foreign Office on the subject of the flags to be hoisted in the neighbourhood of Cape 
Musindim, and asking the opinion of their Lordships as to whether the flag to i 
selected for that py should be the Union Jack or the Blue Ensign of His 
Majesty's Mlect with the badge of the Indian Marine thereon, 

Betore proforring their views on this subject, my Lords desire me to request you 
will represent o My, Secretary Brodrick that they would be glad to have more precise 
information as fo what tho erection of tho flag-staffs at the places indicated in your 
letter tinder roply, and the proposed hoisting of a British flag on the flag-stalfs, are 
intended to denote, 

‘They assume from your previous communications on the subject that the decision 
Lo aan the veaut ot correspondence ‘between the Foreign Offee, India 
Ofice, and the Government of Tndia, and they note that in the Memorandum from 
tho Foreign Department at Simla of the 15th October last, the reason advanced for 
Sho detsin, so far asthe Government of India is concerned, is given in the following 
words -— 

The main object of the erection of these Muz-stalls is to prevent the occupation 
of any of the sites by a foreign Power, hut. the measure is to be considered as having 
hoon undertaken in conncetion with our former telegraph stations, and with possible 
dovclopmonts of our system of telegraphic communications in the Gulf,” &, 

My Lords gather that there is no intention on the part of His Majesty's Govern 
meni to proclaim the places mentioned as British territory, and this being so, the 
net of erveting flag-stalls and hoisting a British flag appears to them to lose its 
signifleance. 

‘Phe mere fact of Hoisting a British flag in a given position (whethor such flag is 
the Union Jack or the Blue Eusign does not appear to my Lords to be material) would 
not prevent the joint oceupation of the site by a foreign nation, if that foreign nation 
host to rect a flagestaif and hoist a flag alongside. Or again, should hostile comment 
hy civilized Powers he roused, the possibility of which is apparently reeognized, Great 
Tiritain might find herself forced to defend the flag from insult, in a position where 
tho tlag, in dofault of indicating British territory, was practically meaningless. 

Thus a crisis might be precipitated, which, so far as British interests are con 
corned, would be based on wholly insufficient grounds. 

‘The poliey which has dictated the earmarking of these places has been formulated 
without any reference to Admiralty opinion. My Lords have never been consulted in 
the matter, and they have refrained from offering suggestions unasked, but as in the 
event of any unfortunate complications arising it is the Navy who would be called 
tipon to defend the honour of the flag, they avail themselves of the opportunity afforded. 
item by the roquest for their views on the description of flag to be hoisted to placo 
these considerations before Mr. Brodrick. 
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Tt appears to my Lords that unless it is desired to proclaim the sites to be British, 
territory, 4 policy which they do not wish to be considered as advocating, the flags 
should not be hoisted. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No, 134. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 26.) 


(No, 204.) 
ry Lond, Tehran, November 18, 1904. 
WITH reference to Sir Arthur Hardinge’s despatch No. 141 of the 2nd August 
last, [have the honour to inclose correspondence in regard to affairs on the Perso- 
Beluch frontier, 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) , | EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 154, 


Government of India to Mr. Grant Duff. 
(Telegraphic) P. October 29, 1904. 

{PERSO-BELUCH frontier.) 

With reference to your letter of the 1st ultimo, please refer to my letter of the 
28th ultimo. 

‘Tho Government of India hope that the considerations urged by Major Sykes as 
to the Nizam's status will not be held suilicient to prevent a mecting between the 
Nizain and the Deputy Governor this winter, in accordance with the arrangement 
saul at between the Governor-General of Kerman and Major Showers, 

Ttis inconvenient to depute a British officer to mect the Governor of Beluchistan 
this year. 


eS 


Inclosure 2 in No. 154. 


Major Sykes to Mr. Grant Duff 


(Telegraphic.) P. Kerman, November 7, 1904, 

TAM. instructed by the Resident to arrange a meeting between the Governor of 
Beluchistan and the Nizam Mekran in January, 1908, on the fronticr, Last mecting 
fall through. Request that ordor may bo sent to that effect to the Governor of 
Kerman. 


Tnclogure 3 in No. 154. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency, Teliran, November 18, 1904, 

LAM informed by the Government of Tndia that instructions have been sent to 
Tis Majesty's Consul at Kerman to arrange for the annual meeting of the Deputy 
Governor af Bampur and the Nizam of Mekran for the settlement of the Perso- 
Beluch border cases 

‘As your Excellency will remember, last winter the meeting between the Persian 
Representative and the Nizam of Mekran fell through. As it is most important to 
the local interests of both His Majesty's Government and the Persian Government 
that these border cases should’ be settled, I would ask your Hxeolleney to be 80 good 
fas to send the necessary orders to the Kerman authorities to arrange for the meeting 
in accordance with the agreement come to between his Excolleney the Viceroy of 
Tndin’s Agent at Kalat and the Governor-General of Kerman. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 








Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 26.) 


(No. 205.) 
‘My Lord, Tehran, November 19, 1904. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despateh 
from His Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Bushire on the subject of the search 
and detention of a vessel belonging to the Sheikh of Koweit by officials of the Persian 
‘Customs Department. 

Thave as yet taken no steps to call the attention of the Persian Government 
to the higl-handed proceedings of their officials, as Tam uncertain to what extent 
Tam justified in protecting the subjects of the Sheikh of Koweit. 

Tn these circumstances I should be obliged if your Lordship would give me 
instructions as to what action, if any, I should take in this ease, and generally as to 
how far [ should extend British protection to the subjects of the Sheikh Mubaick. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE. 


Tnolosure 1 in No. 155, 


Acting Consul: General Trevor to Sir A. Hardinge. 
No. 160.) 
ir, Bushire, October 17, 1904. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your Excellency’s information, 
copy ofa letter which Lhave addressed to the Government of India on the subject 
of the search of a boat belonging to the Sheikh Mubarek of Koweit. 

Who letter from the Political Agent at Koweit explains the circumstances, and 
accurately. expresses, T believe, the feelings of the people of Koweit. 

&, 
‘A. I. TREVOR, 
‘eting Resident 


Inclosure 2 in No, 105. 
Acting Consul-General Trevor to Government of India, 


Sir, Bushire, October 15, 1904. 

IN continuation of previous correspondence, ending with my telegram of the 
20th instant, on the subject of the proceedings of ‘the Persian gun-boat ® Mozalferi” 
inthe Shat-cl-Arab, I Naye the honour to forward herewith, for the information of 
the Government of India, a copy of a letter from Captain Knox, Political Agent at 
Koveit, on the subject of the detention and search of a “ boom” belonging to the 
Bheikh of Koweit. 

2, Captain Knox’s letter explains the case fully, and it is unnecessary for me to 
‘comment on it at length, Tn regard to the last paragraph, however, I beg to give the 
following remarks:— 


Acting on the complaint of the Sheikh Mubarek sent to me by Captain Knox, 
under cover of his letter No. 24, dated 14th September, 1904 (a copy of which was 
sent to the Government of India with my letter No, 336 of the 24th September, 1904), 
X appronched AL Wallelaet on the subject of the alleged seizure of a boom” ant 
‘a “bellum” belonging to the Sheikh of Kowelt, and received the following reply :— 


Ag regards the ‘boom’ and bellum’ belonging to the Sheikh of Koweit, I b 
foinform yeu Hat the *Mtozaffer” bas operated scarchings in many dliows which 
she has come across, among which there have, in fact, been a ‘ boom’ and a * bellum,’ 
of which one was coming from Bussorab, and the other going to Maniouhi, From 
what [liave been able to gather from the commander, none of these (.c,, of the two 
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mentioned) appertain to the Sheikh of Koweit, as also appears from the one’s origin 
gnd the others destination.” a 


Tam again addressing the Director-General of Customs, in view of the informa- 
tion in Captain Knox’s letter, which was unfortunately delayed a week by missing the 
mail steamer from Fao. 

3, [have had the opportunity of conversing with Captain Knox on this subject, 
and I think that undoubtedly popular feeling has been roused in Koweit by the high- 
handed proceedings on the part of the Persian Customs Department, and especially by 
the minute search of a boat belonging to the Sheikh, 

‘4, Ltrust, therefore, that the Government of India will be pleased to take such 
action as they think fit to prevent such occurrences in future, and, if necessary, to 
cause the Customs Department to make some explanation and apology to the Sheikh 
for the behaviour of their employés on this occasion. 

5. A copy of this communication has heen sent to His Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran. 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) A. H, TREVOR. 


Tnelosure 3 in No. 165, 
Captain Knox to Major Cox. 


(No. 82.) Koueit, September 26, 1904. 

T HAVE the honour to forward herewith the statements of the nakhoda and 
three sailors of the boom “Musallini;” property of Sheikh Mubarek, which, il is 
allegeil, was stopped by the servants of the Imperial Customs Department of Persia 
on or about the 1th instant. 

2, hie statements, which were reconted separately, present the usual disorepancies 
to be found when a number of ignorant witnesses, incapable of correct observation, are 
examined, but I see no reason to doubt the general truth of their story. Witness 
No, 2 is obviously unreliable, as it will be an easy matter to prove that, the boom 
reached Fao, and did not, as he asserts, return to Koweit at: once without being 
searched, 

3, T would venture to suggest that there are two matters on which it is specially 
necessary to call for an explanation from the Customs Department. ‘The reckless 
firing of ball cartridge into the air in the direction of Fao, at such close quarters, 8 
the Shat-el-Arab, must be a procerding attended with considerable risk to porson and 
property, As we have a telegraph station at Fao, and sleikh Mubarek' followers 
and employés form, T understand, the bulk of the population of the place, on this 
score alone, apart from whatever protest the Ottoman local authorities may see fit 
to present, 1 venture to: think that we should he justified in protesting strongly 
against the action of the Customs’ servants, 

‘4, Further, I would ask that the Customs Department be called on for an 
explanation as to why Sheikh’s private boom was searched at all. It is difficult to 
imagine that a well-known boat like this, always on the ran between Koweit and 
ao, was riot recognized by the crew of a Persian jolly-boat even at a distance, but 
even granting this, after the explanation furnished by the crew of the boom, thé 
minute search conducted over Sheikh Mubarek’s private boat can only be construed 
by me into a deliberate and purposeless insult, 

5. Thave already explained in my letter No. 24 of the 14th instant that popular 
feoling in Koweit is greatly excited over this incident, and I have heard remarks, 
though not from any responsible quarter, asking why the English, who have been 
0 long in the Gulf, permit such high-handedness on the part of the Persian Govern- 
ment. The report, which has recently reached Koweit, that an English man-of-war 
hhas appeared at the mouth of the Shat, and that the Belgians promptly decamped, 
has been received with undisguised satisfaction. 

6. Thave only to add that, with reference to Sheikh Mubarek’s letter, of which 
translation was forwarded under cover of my letter quoted in the preceding 
paragraph,at an interview I lad with the Sheikh this morning, he informed me that 
the mention of the bellum was based on incorrect information. ‘The boom only was 
detained and searched. 


[1780] aR 
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‘Statement No, 1. 





Name 
Rather's name 
Age a 
Occupation 
Residence 


Ten days ago I left Koweit in the boom ‘Musallini,” property of Sheikh 
Mubarek, “Wo left at night. We entered the Shat about 10 aac, and saw the 
Belgian boat just before we entered the Fao creek. ‘They were in the jolly-boat 
delonging to the “Mozafferi.” All the five men in her were Persians ; there was not a 
single Christin, ‘They shot a the boom four times at about 28 paces distance; they 
used ball cartridge, I said to them, “'Uhis is the boom of the Sheikh Mubai 
taking the post. Do not shook” hey relied “We must search your Dont” ‘They 
fired high through the sail, and no one was burt. We haye sewn up the holes. ‘They 
“We are searching for arms,” and searched the entire boat. When they found 
nothing thoy went away. ‘They Kopt us waiting for the purposes of theit search 
Ahnat an hour, end then 16 us go. “After that day we havo kal no trouble with the 
Igians. 


Dated Koweit, 25th September, 1904. 


Statement No. 2. 





N chs ee Ace 
Father's name iS ‘Shmed, 
Age | 40 
é 9 


‘rom Usa. rad 





‘Neon days ago T left Koweit in the boom named “ Musallini,” property of Sheikh 
Mubarok-us-Sabah, We left at night, and reached the Shat about moming. We 


saw the Belgians near the sey (central) about a mile or less from the entrance to * 


the Fao creek, Idon't know how many Belgians there were; they were in a jolly- 
boat belonging to the “ Mozafferi” ‘There were, perhaps, eight men, and among 
them there was one Belgian, at least he appeared to be a Christian; the others were 
Persians and Mahommedans, "They fired at us four times from about 200 yards away, 
No damage was done. ‘Whey did not hit the boat, We knew it was ball cartridge 
from tho sound of the bullets. We went straight off and returned to Koweit. 

N.B,—his. man was extraordinarily frightened, and Iam afraid that the fear of 
being led off to instant execution afterwards made him conceal a good deal of what 
he knew. 


Dated Koweit, 25th September, 1904, 


‘Statement No. 3. 








About ten or twelve days ago I left Koweit in the boom “ Musallini,” property of 
Sheikh Mubarek. We left at night for Fao. We saw the Belgians at Gusbah ; there 
were six men in the jolly-boat. ‘The jolly-boat was coming off from Gusbah in the 
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direction of Fao, ‘The jolly-boat was from the man-of-war at Gusbah. ‘They shot at 
us four times; they were about 100 yards away or more; they shot ball, but did us 
no harm; they hit nothing at all in the boat, ‘The boom stopped, and we all said, 
“his is the boom of the Sheikh Mubarek, it takes the post to Fao.” ‘They said, 
“We must search it” They searched the boom and found nothing. When they 
found nothing they went off fo Gusbah, and we went to Fao and anchored by the 
Sheikh’s house, ‘This all happened in the afternoon, and we were Kept waiting from 
the afternoon till the evening over this business. Of the six men in tho bont one was 
a Belgian and the rest: were Persians, 


Dated Koweit, 25th September, 1904. 


Statement No. 4. 





| Retox, 
Salim. 


25 years 
Sail 
*] tage, near Pao. 





‘en days ago T left Koweit in the boom named “ Musallini,” property of the 
Sheikh Mubarek. We left Koweit at night for Fao. We reached Fao about mid-day, 
On the way we met the jolly-boat of the Belgians in front of Fao at the head of the 
creck. They fred at us four times; we were none of us killed or wounded. ‘The 
fired at about 25 paces distance. ‘They did not hit the boat, but they hit the sail, 
‘There were six men in the jolly-boat; they were all of tho same colour. They were 
none of them Persians, but.ail Belgians, I did not say anything, but the other men 
in the boom said, “his is the boom of the Sheikh Mubarek, there are no arms in 
it.” ‘The Belgians said, “ We do noti know Sheikh Mubarek, We have to search for 
arms.” They spoke to us in Arabic. Our boom stopped, and the Belgians got in and 
lighted a candle and went through the cabin and hunted all over. ‘They found 
nothing. ‘They went off, and another jolly-boat camo and opened the nakhoda’s box and 
found nothing in it. ‘There were seven men in the jolly-boat. They searched among 
the sail and among the bundles of date wood and found nothing. ‘Then that lot also 
went off {0 the man-of-war—the small one belonging to the Persians. We went off 
and anchored in the head of the creck. We wero delayed about an hour, 


Dated Koweit, 25th September, 1904. 
(Signed) 8. G. KNOX, Cuptain, 
Political agent, Koweit, 





No. 186, 


Mr, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received Dacember 26.) 


The Bri 
Arabs implicated, and Captain Trevor has sent a gun-boat to Babrein to support him. 


T have approved Captain Trevor's action, and have informed the Mushir-ed- 
Dowieh verbally of thesteps taken, 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 
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No, 167. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 26., 


(No. 207.) 
My Lord, Tehran November 30, 1904. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 188 of the 11th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inform your Lordship that the Heshmat-ul-Mulk is still detained in Tehran, and 
there are at present no signs that the Persian Government intend to allow him to 
return to Seistan, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





No, 158, 


Mr, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 26.) 


is 208.) 
fy Lord, Tehran, December 1, 1004. 

T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of the instructions which I have sent 
to Mr. Williams, His Majesty’s Acting Consul at Kermanshah, in regard to the attitude 
hie is to adopt when he proceeds to Luristun, in order to watch the steps taken by the 
Persian Government to punish the persons guilty of the recent attack on Colonel Douglas 
‘and Mr, Lorimer. 

‘Whe Grand Vizier recently informed me that troops were to be sent irow here, and 
that about 600 mon had already left Kermanshah for Luristan, 
Tt remains to be seen whether the action of the Persian Government will lead to a 
satisfactory result, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 168, 
Mr. Grant Duff to Acting Consul Williams. 


Sir, Tehran, November 29, 1905. 

IN view of the recent attack by the Direkwend Lurs on Colonel Douglas, Military 
Attaché of His Majesty's Legation at Tchran, and Mr. Lorimer, His Majesty's Viee- Consul 
for Arabistan, it has become necessary to depute a British Consular officer to proceed to 
Luristan to seo that efficient steps are taken by the Persian authorities to punish the tribe 
referred to, 

Tam informed by the Mushir-ed-Dowleh that the Ferman Ferma will shortly proceed 
to Luristan with the object of restoring order in that province, and of punishing the persons 
who attacked and wounded Colonel Douglas and Mr, Lori 

On receipt of this despatch you should mform the Ferman Ferma that you have 
received instructions to accompany his Highness to Luristan with your escort. When in 
Luristan you should confine yourself to watching and reporting on the action of the 
Persian authorities, and to offering your advice, should you think this necessary. On uo 
account should you or your escort take part in any punitive expedition or measures, and 
you should, as far as possible, use your influence to prevent unjust or cruel reprisals, 

'AS you are doubtless aware, the Persian authorities are quite capable in these cases, 
in order to save themselves trouble or to extort money, of inflicting punishment oo 
innocent people, 

‘You will, of course, do your utmost to prevent unnecessary delay on the part of the 
local authorities. 

Trrequest you to inform the Ferman Ferme that T received, and thank him for the 
message hie sent me through Mr. Rabino, and that I note that, while repudiating all 
responsibility for the outrage on Colonel Douglas and Mr, Lorimer, he expresses his 
intention of bringing to justice the persons guilty of the outrage. You should state that 
His Majesty’s Government holds the Persian Government responsible for the attack on 
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‘our officers, and express my hope that he will at an early date put an end to the anarchy 
prevailing in the province with the government of which he has lately been invested. 

You are entitled, while absent from Kermanshab on Government Service, to a sub- 
sistence allowance of 1/, a-day over and above your pay and in addition to your journey 
expenses. 

You should draw on His Majesty’s Legation for such advances as you require, and 
7 ebesb ileal seciaat of all money disbursed on Government 

rvice, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





No. 159. 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Receiwed December 26.) 


(No. 209.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 2, 1904. 

WITH reference to my telegram No, 140 of the 26th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit herewith copies of two telegrams from Major Gough, His Majesty’s 
Consul at Urmi, regarding the attack made on him by armed Kurds near that town: 

Major Gougli’s telegrams arrived simultaneously with your Lordship's No. 72 of 
the 25th ultimo. 

"As I had the honour to report in my telegram No, 142 of the 29th ultimo, T saw 
the Mushired-Dowleh last Saturday and! demanded— 

1, The removal of the Mollah from Urmi. 

2 ‘The removal of the present Governor of Urmi, Nizam-ed-Dowleh. 

3, That immediate steps be taken against the Kurds guilty of the attack on His 
Majesty's Consul. 

I further informed his Excellency that His Majesty's Government would hold 
the Persian Government responsible for the safety of the lives and property of British 
subjects at Uri. 

Owing to last Sunday being the anniversary of the death of Ali, Twas unable 
to sou the Grand Vizier before Monday, I repedted to His Highness the demands I 
had already made, and pointed out that Major Gough was the thind British officer 

Deen shot at during the last few weeks, and that { was confident that Tis 
Government would not tolerate the existence of a state of things in the 
hich rendered these attacks possible. 
s usual, advanced his arguments as to the difficulty the Persi 
Government were in as to the removal of the Molla, and hinted that it, was 
impossible to take steps to remove the Nizam-ol-Dowleh and punish the Kurds 
during Ramazan. 

T replied that Major Gough had informed me that unless effectual netion was 
taken, the ‘lives of tlie missionaries in Urimi would not be sat 

Tn these circumstances it was quite immaterial whether or not it was the month 
of Ramazin, and T must insist on immediate effect being given to my demands, 

His Highness informed me that he had been in person on Sunday night to the 
telograph office, and had ordered the Valiahd to take steps for the proteotion of the 
Christians at Urmi, for the arrest of the persons concerned in the attack on Major 
Gough, and of the aceomplices of the murders of Messrs, Labaree and Daniel. 

‘His Highness did not actually promise compliance with the other demands, but 
after [ liad left the room he called Abbas Kuli Khan back and stated that he would 
remove the Governor and the Molla. He added that, if I were to mention the 
matter to him officially, he would deny ever having given such promises, His 
Highness lias since sent me a message to say that torloee linge bean Given CoRale 
recall of the Nizam-ed-Dowleh, aud that tho Mollah will be removed after the end of 
Ramazan—that is, in a few days. 

Tsaw the Mushir-ed-Dowleh again on Wednesday and shall see his Excellency 
to-day, when I shall continue to insist on compliauce with my demands, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) "EVELYN GRANT DURE, 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 159. 
Major Gough to Mr. Grant Duff. 


Urmi, November 20, 1904. 
ived your telegram. Tt would not be safe for me to leave yet, 
‘None of the accomplices have been killed. 

Yesterday afternoon within two miles of the town I was attacked by eight or nine 
Kurds, but kept them off without any casualties, 

‘There have lately been armed Kurds hanging abont between the American 
College and the eity. 

Steps should promptly be taken against them, but the Governor will do nothing 
by himself, neither has he any power. 

















Tnclosure 2 in No. 159. 


Major Gough to Mr. Grant Duff 


(elogeaphic.) P. Urmi, November 21, 1904, 

IN my telogram of yesterday, I omitted to mention that the attack was entirely 
unproyokel and made in broad daylight; my escort was in uniform. 

‘Pho Goyernor is taking no action, but is extorting money and torturing villagers 
in tho neighbourhood. 

T would suggest that the removal of the Mollah and the dispatch of the 
expedition be insisted on at very early date, 

Tf the expedition is not sent soon, 1 think that Trmi 
ENoRiratenin cianilittonien GIUPHGHeeaeerclt Menace 

 Sovoral officors are willing to take command if ordered by the Valiahd, and if the 

coat is: met by the Porsian Governments there is no necd to wait for guns from Khoy, 
and not withstanding what the Valiahd may say, there is a suflicient force here in 
Urmi for the purpose. 








ill be unsafe for 














No. 160, 





Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 26.) 
(No. 210.) 
My Lond, Tehran, December 8, 1904. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship translations of 
correspondence which has passed between the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and myself in regard 
to the recent attack by Lur tribesmen on Colonel Douglas and Mr, Lorimer. 

‘Phe Persian Government are making capital out of the fact that the Beglar Beggi 
(Mayor) of Khoramabad warned Colonel Douglas that the road was unsafe, and urged 
him to give up the journey to also that the Berman Ferma, who had just taken 
up the Government of Luristan, telegraphed to Colonel Douglas in the exe sense. 
‘The Ferman Rerma’s telegram was, however, only received by Colonel Douglas after the 
Attnck. ‘The paper wiven by Colonel Donglas to the Beglar Beggi, to the effect that he 
«did not hold that official personally responsible for the attack, was given subsequent to 
the oveurrence on the return of the party to Khoramabad, 

T have not as yet been able to obtain. the full account of the losses sustained by 
Colonel Douglas and Mr, Lorimer, but the losses of the former and of the Government 
servants who accompanied him amount to about 35,627 krans (about 592/.), so that the 
total figure will lie a considerable one, 

Your Lordship will see from Dr. Williams’ Report, which I transmit in a separate 
despatch, that both Colonel Douglas and Mr, Lorimer have suffered considerably from 
their wounds, ‘They were wounded on the 26th October, and the doctors only reached 
them on the aitemnoon of the 6th November, Fortunately Dr. Williams happened to be 
passing through Hamadan on his way from Urmi to Kermanshah, and most promptly, 
‘ind on his own initiative, went to assist the wounded officers. I have already conveyed 


to Dr, Funk, of the American Presbyterian Mission, your Lordship's thanks for his 
kkindness in giving his services, 
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The Persian (Zovernment is cortainly responsible for the outrage, which could not 
haye ocenrred in any country where there is any semblance of good government, ‘They 
will no doubt endeavour to escape paying compensation on the ground that Colonel 
Douglas was warned not to proceed to Dizful by the local authorities, I venture to 
express thie hope that your Lordship will not admit this excuse, and will allow me to 
claim not only the amount of the actual losses, but a substantial sum for each of the 
officers injured, as compensation for the suffering they have endured, 

Tneed not remind your Lordship that since the outrage on Colonel Douglas and 
Mr. Lorimer His Majesty's Consul at Urmi as also been attacked, It would be, 
Tsubmit, most unfortunate if the Persian Government were not made responsible for 
such occurrences, 

Pending the receipt of your Lordship’s instructions as to the claim for compensation 
to be preferred against the Persian Government, I have thought it better to send no 
written reply to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, I have, however, informed his Hxcellency 
verbally that I have referred the correspondence to His Majesty's Government, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN? DUEY, 











Inclosure 1 in No. 160, 
Mr. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


Your Excellency, Tehran, November 8, 1904, 

IN the conversation { had the honour to have with your Excellency on Wednesday 
last T duly informed your Excellency that 1 had communicated to His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs the news of the attack on Colonel 
Douglas and Mr. Lorimer between Khoramabad and Dizful by Lur tribesmen, 

{ am now directed by Lord Lansdowne to inform your Excellency, that His 
Majesty's Government have heard of the occurrence with much indignation, that they 
hold the Persian Government responsible, and expect them to put an end to the state of 
things now prevailing in South-west Persia, 











Tnelosure 2 in No. 160. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr, Grant Duff 


(Translation) Tehran, November 14, 1904, 

I HAVE received with much regret your note of the 5th instant, respecting the 
unsettled state of the Arabistan road and’ the injuries done to Colonel Douglas and 
to Mr. Lorimer. 

‘As you are informed, inquiries into the matter haye been made by telegraph, and 
strong orders have been sent for the punishment of the offenders, 

Although the facts had been explained in the telegram reeeived from His 
yhness the Ferman Ferma in reply to mine (it was sont to you in original), I 
have the honour to restate in this note that as you are informed the Shah's Govern. 
ment, in view of the unsettled state of this road, issued an order for the chango of 
Governor, ond when the change was made and the authorities were taking steps for the 
restoration of order, and the arrangements made were not yet fully catried out, the 
gentleman in question attempted to pass through the (disturbed) district, 

Mohammed Rahim Khan, the Boglar Beggi of Khoramabad, had particularly 
(hard fo prevent them from doing so, and distinctly informed them that the road 
wvas unsafe, and that they must not start on their journey, 

‘They gave a written document, saying that in case of any incident the Persian 
authorities are not responsible, since they had informed them and urged upon them the 
danger they ran, 

‘They left the place with imaginary confidence, and the incident is due to their own 
carelessness. 

Notwithstanding the above facts, strong orders have been sent to the competent 
authorities for the arrest and punishment of the culprits, and I will not fail to inform 
you of the result. 
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Tnclosure 3 in No. 1 





Mr. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


Your Excellency, Tehran, November V7, 1904. 
I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency’s note if the 14th instant regarding 
the attack on Colonel Donglas and Mr. Lorim 
Tnote that the Ferman Ferma has received orders to ingnire into the matter and 
to punish the offenders, 

‘As regards the paper stated to have been given to the Beglar Beggi of Khoram- 
abed by Colonel Douglas to the effect that the Persian authorities would not be 
field responsible in the ease of any incident during his joumey through Luristan, 
J ave the honour to point out that the report received by the Persian Government is 
inaccurate, After Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer had been attacked, robbed, and 
wounded, and had returned to Khoramabad, the former gaye the Beglar Begyi a 
paper to the effect that that official would not be personally held responsible 
for the occurrence, 

Thave already informed your Excellency that His Majesty's Government held the 
Persian Government responsible for the attack on these officers, 

















Inclosure 4 in No. 160. 





Mushirced-Dowleh to Mr, Grant Dufl 





(Translation) Tehran, November 23, 1904, 

U HAV the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 17th instant, 
respecting the incident which happened to Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer on the 
Arabistan rond, 

In reply to the statement made in the note in question, that “the report 
received by the Persian Government is iniecurate,” &e, 1 have the honour to state 
thatit is clear from the letter addressad to Moliammed Rahim Khan, the Boglar Begg 
of Khoramabad by Mr, Lorimer, that the officers in question were informed before 
starting that the roads were unsafe, and they were strongly urged not to start, but 
they refused to acquiesce in the matter, Although copy of the letter in question 
Ting alrenly been sent to you by the Meftahses-Sultaneh, 1 send it again herewith 
inclosed that you may carefully read it and fully acquaint yourself with the circum 
stances, 

It. is quite true that the letter in question had been written after the incident, but 
it explains that the officers had been told when they were starting that the road is 
uate an they went and mt withthe incident on neeount of the imaginary confidence 

hoy hind. 

Thaye no doubt that when you carefully read the in 
responsibility whatever rests with the Persi 


























ure you will agree that no 
n Government in the matter, and that the 





incident has been due to their own carelessness. 





Tnclosure 5 in No. 160. 





Ferman Ferma to Mushir-ed-Doieleh: 





(ve ) 
‘lographi 27 Shaaban, 1322 (November 6, 1904). 

T HAVE received your Excellency’s telegram respecting the statements made 
by the British Legation concerning Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lorimer, and their 
encounter with the nnrily Luts. I had no information of this incident, and the Burnjird 
Tine has been interrupted for the last few days (October 80), and I had received no 
news; but a few days ago, since Burujird and Diristan were added to the Government 
of Kermanshah, I asked for a telegraphic report, In the telegraphic report I received 
from Burujird it was stated that on that day a caravan was starting for Khoramiabad, and 
the British Chargé d'Affaires® had left. As I was aware of the unsettled state of 








This, oF course, refers to Colonel Dorlas, 
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Luristan, and no Deputy Governor had yet arrived there, and not a single officer had 
been sent to make arrangements there, I’ became very anxious for the Englishmen, 

T at once telegraphed in the following sense to Burujird, and at the same time 
Nasrallah Khan was to forward this telegram to its destination by road guards :— 





©o the British Chargé Affaires. . 

«'Vo.day the 10th (20th) October I saw in the reports that your Excellency is 
proceeding from Burujind towards Luristan, While you are well aware of the present 
nsetfled state of Luristan and the tribes, { do not know what necessity there is for your 
Excellency’s journey at this time. As the government of that district has been added 
to my government only a few days ago, and the desirable arrangements have not. yet 
deen made with resard to its security, I make a, friendly request that you should remain 
at Khoramaba! until the necessary arrangements have been made and security, assured, 
Your Excelleney's journey from Khoramabad to any place you may wish to go will 
have been facilitated. If your desire is to visit Luristan, I request you to return to 
Barnjird and to remain there until { go myself to those districts, when T will make 
perfect arrangements for your Exceliency's visit. Otherwise, as you are aware of the 
Unsettled state of affairs fi, Luristan, Udo not consider it ndvisable 

“Renan Pensa.” 


























Addressed to the British Chargé d’Adaires, the above was communicated to that 
genilewan, and | also telegraphed to Mohammed Bagher Khan, the officer in charge 
nf the Cossacks at Burujird, ordering hin to send ten Cossacks to this gentleman, who is 
er he may be, and to ask him to return to 
Burujird until facilities for his journey have beon made, Besides this, T telegraphed to 
the Sadr Azam, saying that as there is no Deputy Governor for Laristan and Burujird, 
and no arrangements have been made for those districts, the journey of this gentleman 
without my knowledge and without my having made facilities for his journey appears to 
ime incomprehensible, and I do not hold myself responsible, * 

With regard to the punishinent of the offenders, tough it is certain that F will do 
my best to prnish them, and I consider this to be my daty, the offenders are the unruly. 
Sogwends, and their condition is known to the Persian a thorities, and the measures 
taken by them are clearer than T could explain, and they: have never been. punished, 
because they inhabit the summits of the mountains and thick woods impossible tor guns 
aud horenien. ‘ley are just as savage ag the blacks in Africa, and perhips even 
mich more so, His Royal Highness the Sadr Azam and the Sepahsalar arg well 
informed of the condition of the Lur tribes, and what T may say on this point ia 
superiluons, 

T was finishing this telegram when I rev 
Khan, Beslar Boxgi of Khoramabad, saying that n few days ago the Bi 
@AMiires, Mr. Lorimer, was leaving Khoramabad for Dizful, and in view of the 
unsettled “state of the Luristay tribe and the insceurity of the roads. he tried to 
prevent hint from doing so, but lie replied that they were acquainted with the Direkyend 
Taurs, and hud confidence in thom, and gave a written doeument which he has seat ¢o me, 
and which runs as follow 
© When we left for Arabistan Mirza Rahim Khan, the Bagler Boxgi, told ns that 
he present it is not permissible that we sliould: start for Arabistan, and you cannot 
confidence in the Dire\vend Luts. Do not start now. In view of the con. 
fidence and trust reposed by Mr, Lorimer, the Vice-Consul of Arabistan, himself in 
the Direkvend Chief who brought him from Arabistau, a start was made, and T left, 
and this event having occurred! no blame can on this account attach to the local 
authorities.” 


Dated 17th § 




































da letter from Mohammed Rahim: 
share 
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pl 

















shaaban (Octuber 27). 





With regard to the restoration of the property of these gentlemen, and the pur 
ment of the offenders, the Sadr Azam, who is well acquainted with the Direkvends 
knows b You should put the matter before his Highness, aud T should be 
supplied with ws many troops as his Highness considers necessary. 1 will take the 
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pethaps attempts to extract further sums of money from us. 
into communication with these Dirckvend Chiefs, who expressed their willinguess to i 
carry out the remainder of their agreement, and accordingly on the 28rd October we i 
left Khoremabad in their company. On the evening of the 25th October, when about 
37 miles from Khoremalad, they came and demanded from me a further sum of 


We accordingly again got 
No. 161, 








Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received December 26.) 




























































































(No. 211.) 500 tomans for a safe conduct, on the plea that the original agreement had only been | 
My Lor ‘Tehran, Deceniber 5, 1904: for Mr. Loriiner’s journey, and had not included myself, Thad not this sum with me, i 
GWiliiiireteraneantojtiy iiinmediatalysnceeedinedespatsh iliratra: We iiannneitol and toll them that £ could not pay it, and by nightfall the negotiations had made f 
transmit herewith reports which I have received from Colonel Douglas on the subject of practically no progress. ‘Nhe following morning we did not mareli, and a deputation of 
the attack made on him and Mr. Lorimer by Lurs between Khoremabad and Dizful. the Chiefs came over to our camp, and we again proceeded to talk the matter over, } 
Thave already lad the honour to inform your Lordship of the principal de After some liours' talking, I had agreed to pay them 200 tomans, which was all 1 had iN 
the occurrence in my telegram No. 127 of the 10th of November las with me, and they hiad expressed their willingness to accept this sum, and I thought that 1 
Thave, with your Lordship's approval, given instructions to Lieutenant Will the difficulty was smoothed over, for the tina being a any rate, At this moment i 
His Majesty's cting Consul at Kermanshah, to accompany the Ferman Fermah to number of men rushed into our camp and commenced to carry off various articles, among i 
Khoremaba(! in order that he may watch and report on the action taken by the Persian others my ri i y tent, 
authorities to restore order in Luristan and punish the persons guilty of the outrage on Iti nis of the next few moments, f saw Mr, Lorimer: i 
our officers, As your Lordship will perceive, Colonel Douglas is by no means sanguine struggling with a tu to carry off something, aud heard a shot i 
as to the result of such action, and recommends that His Majesty's Government should fired, and we were assailed with a shower of huge stones thrown by them, I then went i] 
themselves undertake the pacification of Iauristan, ‘omy tent to get my revolver, which was inside it, as Twas afraid Mr. Lorimer would i} 
Tam disposed to agree with Colonel Douglas that any expedition undertaken by the illed, and on relurning saw him lying senseless on the ground, At the same 
Persian Government against the Lurs will not be attended with satisfactory results, but nt-as | emerged from my tent | was struck in the right forearm by a bullet which i 
| the employment of a British force in the interior of Persia would raise difficult questions rendered me powerless, ‘The Lurs then procecded to rifle everything, and shortly i 
and might bring about a state of affairs which fis Majesty's Goverament would probably afterwards turned us out of the camp, telling us we could go, back to Khoremabad, 
wish to avoid, or at least to defer as long as possible, The settlement of Luristan is, ‘hey gave us three baggaze ponies, and allowed us and the servants to take away a i 
however, a question which will sooner or later haye to be decided by some one, and the fow blankets, but kept our horses, mules, and everything we possessed, We returned. i 
Persian Covernment, at no recent time powerful, shows distinct signs of deteriorating about i at evening to a place called Chimashk, and the following day, the 20uh, 
from year to year. If the Karun irrigation scheme is taken up by His Majesty's Govern- made our way into Khoremabad, where we were taken in and looked after by’ Mirza Ali A| 
ment and proves a success, the peaceful condition of Sunth-western Persia will become -Akber, the same merchant who had helped me on my way through from Burujird, 











‘a matter of great inme 





Oning to the extremely disturbed state of the 





importance, Tyshould not, T venture to think, be lost sight 
‘of that the attack on Colon iglas and Mr. Lorinser, and the probable incapacity: of 
the Persian Government to obtain redress from the Lur tribes, affords an opportunity 
for interference on the part of His Majesty's Government which may not easily oseur 
again, 





juntey it was impossible for us to move 
abad, and out of four messengers 1 tried to send through with news to 
one succeeded in making his way. Finally, on the 4th November, chielly, 
ow o the exertions of Mirza Ali Akber, we were able to commence our journey to i} 
Buryjird, where we arrived sately on the Gih, where we found Dr. Funk, from the H 
American Mission at Hamadan, and Lientonant Williams, EMS, who had just arrived 
us, Lieutenant Lorimer is suffering from fracture of the 
mplicating his supra-orbital nerve, anid a gunshot wound of the 
1 from a severe gunshot wound of the lower part of i 
ght forearin and compound fracture of the radius and uln 
The matter has, of course, been reported to the local Pe 
under the present circumstances, nopeless to expect any aetion on their part. Whi 
we were at Khoremabad it was only with the greatest difficulty that the one regiment 
in the district was able to. make tts way in from Alishtar, where they had been daring 
tie summer, and they are now afraid to venture more than a few miles from the walls 1 
of the city. ‘The Government is openly defied by the tribes, and is powerless to take 
His Higliness the Ferman Berma ns telegraphed to me that 
he hus sent orders tor the punishment of the offenders, but {have no, hope that even | 
ent, ‘The property lost comprised the whole of i 
ure, &e,, of Mr, Lorimer and myself six horses H 
© Government property, eleven mules belonging to Persian owners, i 
personal property of our servants. I will send a detailed statement on H 





















T have, &e, 
(Signed) E 






VELYN GRANT DU 








superior mi 
left hand, 
the 











Tnelosure 1 in No. 161. jinn authorities, but it is, i 








Lieulenant-Colonel Douglas to Mr. Grant Duff 
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Burujird, Novenher 8, 
T HAVE the honour to make the following preliminary report on the in 
which ocurred to Mr, Lorimer and myself between Khoremabad and Dizful, of whi 
you have already been informed by teleztaph, 

{OW ay arava al Humana on tho 1h Oatobon T Tonia that 
received thre that Muzaifer-ul-Mulk liad been dismissed from the Governorship, which 
had heen handed over to his Highness the Ferman ermal, As no representative had 
een appointed by the latter, there was practically no Government in the province and 

































fan attempt to do so will be made at pre: 
the private property 





tents, camp fun 












if 

























no, responsible person to whom T could apply for ay escort on to Khoremabad, Afier this subject later, 

waiting three days in Burujird, 1 finally lett in company with a Persian merchant from Thave, &e. 

Khoremabad who is constantly on the road and was able to make the necessary (Signed) J. A, DOUGLAS, Lieulenant-Colonel, 

arrangements for excorts witl ihe veal tribes. Immediately after leaving Burujird T Military Attache. M 
wot Mr, Lorimer, who bad iziul to Khoremahad to mest me, aixd not i 





finding me there was on his way to Bur 
lr, Lorimer had come from Dizful in company with the Chiefs of the Direkvend tribe, 
who had there made an agreement vith him, and had solemnly sworn on the Koran that 
they would bring him up by the Kialan route, and sould take us both back for the sum 
of 100 tomans which he had paid them, T was particularly anxious to see this, the 





d, and we travelled thence togetlicr. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas to Mr, Grant Duff 























direct, route, und decided, therefore, to avail myselt of the opportunity of domg so. L Sir, Hamadan, November 14, 1904, 
‘would hiere say that Mr, Lorimer had had some slight trouble on the way up, whieh had IN my despatch of the Sth instant I related brielly the incidents of my journey | 
resultea in his having to pay another 30 tomans, and he warned me that there wight be 


in Luristan, but in order to understand the matter more clearly it is necessary 
that I should give a short account of the prosent condition of affairs in that country. 





similar difficulties on the way 





down, but we did not anticipate any trouble beyond 
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‘The country between Dizful and Khoremabad is occupied by a number of swall 
tribes, whose relations to each other are constantly changing, and who move from one 
part of the country to the other acrording to the season of the year. At present the 
eountey imniediately to the north of Dizful is occupied by a Section of the Sagventl 
tribe under a Chief named Khanjan Khan; further still to the north along the line of 
the direct road from Dizful to Kioremabad the country is occupied by the Dirckvends, 
a large tribe who move only within. narrow limits, keeping to the high ground in the 
summer and the lower hills in the winter, but never descending into the plains of 
‘Arabistan, ‘This tribe have no recognized head, but they have what may }e termed a 
ruling section known as the Mirs; these Mirs are all said to be descendants of a former 
Chief of the tribe, and are now so numerous as to form a separate scetion of their own, 
and thongh they cannot he said to ise any authority over the other sections of the 
hey have, perliaps, a certain amount of influence with the "The Direkvends, 
from the eentral position whieh they oeeupy, are able to raid their neighbours in every 
direction, and in consequence are usually at feud with the other tribes, but latte 
Jy good terms with the section of the Sagvends of which 
is Chief, From the position which they vecupy it is evident that they are a very 
Important factor in any‘seheme which lias for its object the opening: up of the direct road 
from Dizful wv Khoremabad, 

In order to inaugurate the poli 













































indicated by Sir A, Hardinge in his des} 
No. 124, dated the Ist July list, it was absolutely n ary to enter into direct rel: 
with these tries. and without any reference to the Persian G ecnment, and with this 
object in view, Mr, Lorimer first got into communication with Khanjan Khan, who 
showeil himself to be very friendly, and perusitted that officer to acco 
of the Sazvends on their annual migration to thehigher ground in the nei! 
Khoremabad in the spring’ of this year, On his yeturn journey from Khoremabad 
Mr. Lorimer went by a somewhat circuitous route further to the west ; the northern 
portion of this country is occupied: by the Dellans, a large ibe whose Chief holds the 
Lilo of Pathsi-Sultin, and who appears to have the men of his tribe well under 
control. He, too, wad very friendly, and escorted Mr. Lorimer as far as the Saimnarra 
River, where bis territory adjoing that of the Vali of Pusht-i-Kul, with whom he is av 
present on bad terms; thenge Mr, Lorimer made his way southwards through country 
Dccupied by various small tribes, none of whow displayed any hostility, and so returned! 
to Diziul, 

A short t {vr interitijal feuds forced Khanjan Khan and bys tribe to return 
to the neighbourhood of Diatul, so that Mr. Lorimer was still able to keep in cc 
munication with him. ‘Through him ho was able to sound Direkvonds and other 
tribes on the subject of supplying men to guard the Dizful-Khoremabad road, with (he 
results alriady reported by him. Up to.this time, however, he had never been brought 
into diruet relation with the Dirckyendl tribe, 

When the idea of visiting Luristan this autumn first necurred to me, 1 wrote to 
Mr, Lorimer asking whother he could make any are nents with the tribes to enable 
me to go through from Khoremabad to Diztul, if possible by the direct or Kial 
or, if tliat were out of the question, by. some more circuitous road. Owing 
diliculty of communication, | had received no definite answer up to the time of 
leaving ‘Vchran; but on my arrival at Burufird T received « letter from him telling me 
that he was on his way to Kh bad to mect me, As f have stated in my former 
despateh, he had, with the of Khanjan Khan, le an agreement with 
Mira of the Direkvends by which they undertook to see him through to Khoremabad, 
‘uid Lo escort myself aud ins from the latier place buck to Dizful 

Whon Mr Lorimer told qe of this agreement 1 did not hesitate to accept the 
youd, whieh is the route which was formerly regularly. 
‘useil by the earavans, and by whieh the journey from Dizfal to Khoremabad ean be 

fe that the Mirs would jail 
hey would be 
























































































prestis 
as Will be not only. lesson t t also a deterrent Lo others 
ment is to be:itiflicted it is dificult to say, At present 1 hea 
collected for the reduction of Lairistan to order this winters but U tiave 
in saying that no force whieh the Persians are likely to collect will venture 
peritions against the Ta tribes; and, should they do so, they will probably mest wita 
disaster. Possibly by playing upon the intertribal jealousies the Persian Government 













might, be able to bring some pressure on the Direkyends, but it is impossible that they 
could in this manner inflict any punishment that would have a lasting effect, Both from 
commercial and political point of view, it is important to us to open up the Dizful- 
re mnd until these tribes have received adequate punishment, it is, 
L believe, impossible for us to do so, Such punishment should include the surrender of 
the principal men implicated, as well as a heavy fine on the tribe, which should 
ferably take the form of the surrender of a large number of rifles—terms which, I 
lieve, the Persian Government are powerless to enforce. 
of the question would, I believe, be for us to press the Persian Government to inflict such 
punishment; and should they show themselves either unable or un 
to send troops ourselves to co-operate with them in much the same manner as yas done in 
c Grayes in Persian Baluchistan, 
require a lange foree. A brigade of all arms would probably be sufficient, and there is 
no doubt that the effect would be excellent, and that onco we liad shown our ability, if 
necessary, to enforce our demands, we should have no difficulty afterwards in opening 
up the road and introducing any system of road-guards which might be consideres 
Unless something of the sort is done, the wh 
Uropped for the present, so far, at least, as this part of Luristan is concerned. 
Lappind the names of some of the Mirs who were with Mr, Lorimer and myself at, 
the time the outrage was committed, 


Kboremabad road ; 





he only practical solution 





ing to do s0,for us 





the case of the murder of M Tt would not, I believe, 








le scheme must necessarily be 





8, Mir Kazim Khan, 





8, Mir Sirdar (brother of Bakhl), 
4, Mir Se Mahad Khan, 








. Mir Naki Khon, 
Mir Shab Buzurg, 


6, Mir Rusam Khan, 
7. Mir Nazar Ali Khan, 





J, A, DOUGLAS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
Military Attache, 





‘hr, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne— (Received December 26.) 


2 Teliran, December 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a Report which T have 
gard to the wounds 





received from Mr. W 
‘on Colonel Douglas and Mr. Lor 
ms hs now returned to Rermanshah, and Colonel Dou 
It is probable that he will s} 


jctod by the Lux 


ian for Tehran about the 7th instant, 
to ask for your Londship’s leave to go to Europe, as the nature of his wound may 
require treatment which is unobtainable in this country 

According to the last reports which have reached ie, both Colonel Douglas and 
Mr, Lorimer are progressing favourably 





EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 





Inclosure in No, 162, 


Lieutenant Willams to Mr. Grant Duff 








Lape Buryjird, Novenber 8, 1904, 
IN continuation of my telegram of the Gt instant, I lave the honour to report 





Hansdan on the 5th instant and reached here on the Gtl instant about 
22 noon. Colonel Doulas and Mr. Lorimer arrived about 2 rst. ° 


We chlorofc 
Colonel Douglas and found that fe liad a severe See 


gunshot. wound on the low 
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with fracture of radius and ulna. ‘The wound was'in a filthy state, 
discharging a -vory fetid pus, and there was a certain amount of superficial gangrene. 
‘We have cleaned up the wound and fixed it properly, and he is now very much 
easier. He had not slept properly since the occurrence, but that night (the Gth 
instant) and last night he slept all night, and fs on the whole fairly eomfortable. 

Mr, Lorimer was shot through the left hand, and although the wound is still 
Aischarging it is much better, He also received a blow with a stone on the 
right side of the fice, which hs fractured his superior maxillary bone, implicating 
his supraorbital nerve; this also isdoing well. He also is quite comfortable now. ‘The 
Governor here has done everything he ean to help us and mal 
or two we will bring them both to Hamadan, where they must stay at the American 
mi until they are fit to travel further, which will be, in Colonel Douglas’ ease, at least 

As regards the occurrence itself, Colonel Donglas has by the post sent 
Report, so that there is no need for me to report on it. ‘the Governor says 
that his Highness the Ferman Ferma has sent orders to punish the offenders, but 
Colonel Doulas is of opinion that they ean do nothing. If necessary, I will draw on 
the Legation for any money I may require. 


the right forean 































Thave, &. 


(Signed) T. 8. B, WILLIAMS, LaLs. 













No, 163. 





Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne. (Received December 26.) 


(No. 213.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 6, 1904. 

1 HAVE the honour to t 
which I have received from Ti 
that he has heard private 
Have stated 1 


wismnit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a despatch 
Majesty's Consular Agent at K | reporting 
sigineers of the Russian Kasvin-Hamadan road 

i tlie road 












at their Company intend to apply for a eon 








1 the Mushired-Dowleh, T inquired whether there 

port, His Excellency assured me that uo concession 
anstialt had been or would he granted, 

T have, &e, 

(Signed) BV 





‘my fouuclation for the 
for road from I 





idan to Ki 








SLYN GRANT DUFF. 











Inclosure in No. 163, 


Mr. Rubino to Mr, Grant Duff, 





Sir, Kermanshah, October 31, 1904. 
1 HAVE the honour to inform yon that I have heard privately that the engineers 
of the Russion Kasvin-Hamadan road have said that their Company intended applying 
for a prolongation of their road from Hamadan to Kermanshah, 
T cannot say whether this is really a fact or not, hut if the concession for this 
extonsion were granted them a great blow would have been dealt to British trade in 
this part of Persia, 















“Thave, &e. 
(Signed) H. RABINO. 








No. 164, 





‘Mr, Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 26.) 


(No. 214.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 6, 1904, 
THAVE the honour io inform your {Lordship that Mr. E. Grube, Russian 
Financial Agent in Persia, left ‘Tehran early Jast month for Tabriz, During his stay 
fn tat town Mr. Grube has had an audience of the Valiahd and presented His Imperial 
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Highness with a valuable sword, receiving a diamond ring in return, Mr. Grube 
proceeded from Tabriz to Urmi, and returned thence to Tabriz, for the purpose of 
inditing the accounts of the local branch of the Banque d’Escompte. He will go from 
Tabriz to Kermanshah and Hamadan, returning thence to Tehran. At Kermanshah 
and Hamadan agencies of the Banque d’Escompte will be established, but Mr, Rabino 
is of opinion that at present, at all events, the Russian Bank will not be able to do any 
Targe business in these towns. 

Thave not as yet received a report from Major Gough as to Mx. Grube's doings 
at Urmi, but Tha ivately that he founded a branch of the Russion Bank 
there, and is collect ion with a view to the formation of a Russian Com- 
pany which is to try to obtam a concession from the Persian Government. for tho 
navigation of the Lake of Urmi. 























Thave, &e. 





(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 
No. 165. 


Mr. Grant Duff ta the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(Received December 26.), 


(No. 2 

My Lord, Tehran, December 7, 1904, 
T HAVE the honour to tra 1 your Lordship herewith a copy of a note wh 

Taddressed in obedience to tho inst 

your Lords! 

of Russian 











the Persian 
p’s telegram No, 70 of the Mth ultimo, om the subject of the acceptance 
ignallers on the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE. 


















Inclosure 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 








Your Excellency, ‘Toliran, November 19, 1904. 
THAD the lionour to receive your note of the 14th instant stating that there is no 
truth in the repo a the Russian Government are about to take over the Meshed= 








Scistan telegraph line, or that they are to be allowed Jy the Persian Governent to 
construct a telegraph Tine from will to Meshed via Kuchan, thus bringing the 
whole Tine from to Nasratabad (Seistan) under Russian control, 

As I hadith honour verbally wo inform your Excellency at our interview on the 
16th instant, Tam directed by: the Marquess of Lansdowne to state that, if the Persian 
Government accept the Russian signallers for the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, 
Majesty's Government will demand au equal number of Brie signallers on the 
ine. 

























ne 


Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DURE, 





No, 166, 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne, —(Received December 26.) 


(No. 216.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 8, 1904, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 200 of the 2nd instant, on the subject of the 
Urmi murder case, I have the honour to report that Imam Kuli Mirza has been appointed 
Governor of tat tov in the place of the Nizaue-Dowleh on whose dismissal T have 
insisted. 

‘The new Governor of Urmi is a grandson of Fath Ali Shah, He was formerly 
Beglr Bexat (layor of Tabriz, and ts previously, been Governor both of Urmi and 
Ardebil 

He has considerable local influence, us the Lake of Urumia is his property, and he 
has the monopoly of the navigation. 






































168 


Tam informed that he Inows no European language, but that he likes foreigners 
‘and is not fanatical, 

Thave privately sent a message to Imam Kuli Mirza through an old friend of his, 
expressing the hope that he will, on assuming the Governorship of Urmi, do his best to 
put an end to the anarchy now prevailing in that town and district. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 





No, 167. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 26.) 


(No, 217.) 
y Lond, Tehran, December 8, 1904. 
T HAVE to-day recoived a telegram from Colonel MacMahon, British Repre- 
stntative on the Soistan Boundary Commission, to the effect that the demarcation of 
niticr was completed as Shalgumi on the 7th instant, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAN! DURE. 





No, 168. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 26.) 


(No. 218.) 
My Lord, Tehran, December 9, 1904, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events 
in Persia, which Ihave not, been reported in previous despatches. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 168. 
Monthly Summary of Tents in Persia. 


Reshi—A good deal of work hias Tien done on the Resht Kazian road, but 
progress is slow, and il is not likely to be opened for some time yet. Quantit 
iene worn used for making the foundations in the soft places, but as the engineer 
fot to-mix stones. with nprovetnent has been obtained, ‘he attention of 
the road Company being thus engross arto Resht road has been 


Hour works has arrived, hut though the: 
Works have heen begun progress docs not promise to be anything but slow, A short 
fine ago the Russian Lexation was still pressing for permission to build the small, 
Jight deeauville tine for the work ef construction. 

An important chango has taken place in the local government of Ghilan, 
Hitherto the Prine Governor-General, the Azad-es-Sultan, has taken little personal 
government, leaving it in the hands mainly of the Laya-ul-Mulk, his 
‘Dho Prinee, however, has been disappointed at the profits made for 
w has dismissed him and phiced his Vieir, Mirza Nurullsh Khan, 
the head of alfairs, ‘The latter is au amiable and somewhat weak person, and very 
unlikely to do better tian his predecessor 
Kermmshoh—Uhe Beeman Formal, havi veil assurances from Tehran that 
he would be supported, began to x \l' 1 malefactor was strangled 
publicly in the market place, ly fas told that he would have to 
contribute a “pishkesh” of 10,000 tomans on account of the Province of Luristan, 
which ind recently beon given to him. Ashe had already spent some thousands of 
tomas on proparations for proceeding to Lurisan and on troops, his announcement 
somoyvhint damped his ardoux, and his journey will probably be delayed, 
Baron Ballon, of the Customs Department, sent to Kermanshah in October, has 
left on a tour of inspection of the frontier, 
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‘The Russian Consulate is still without a doctor. One has been promised, but 
on account of the demand for them in Manchuria it is probable that none will be 
appointed. 

Kerman.—The first case of cholera ocenrred on the 86th October, and the same 
day the Governor-General and all the local officials fled to the country, followed. 
the next day by the Russian Consul, who, as ho wrote to Major Sykes, left “in order 
to allay the fears of his servants.” ‘The epidemic never became severe, the maximum 
number of cases being about thirty in one day 

Advantage was taken of the disorganization consequent on the outbreak hy some 
thieves to break into the bank premises. ‘The soldiers on guard retired discreetly to 
the roof, but as tie money was in a safe capable of defying the skill of Kerman 
burglars no damage was done. 

The Goyernor-(ieneral returned to Kerman on the 10th November. As revenue 
money lias been paid insto him he has been using it to repay money advanced to 
is pislikesh, he is conseq) somewhat in arrears in forwarding his 
instalments to Tehran. 
The Pandar Abbas and Yer’ roads are inthe usually disorderly state; there are 
ards, and the Bandar Abbas post has again been robbed. 

Tehran—Che Shah and courticrs are talking about nothing but their journey to 
Europe for next sp Ivis intended to go vil Meshed and the Oronburg™Pashkend 
Railway. The Ain-edeDowleh will Iiave to find the money or run grave risk of losing 

is post. 

auinteren 1x question in this connection is who is to carry on the Gov. 

iment during the absence of the Court in Larope, ‘he Amir Babadur Jang the only 

person of importance who is not opposed to the Ain-ed-Dowleh, will certainly 
ha, and there is nok a single other high dignitaxy who the Ain feels 















































‘An old claiin against tho. Hashinat-ul-Afulk for 30,000 tomans lias been trumped 
up against him by the Persian Government. The Hashmat declares lie will resign his 
post ratlier than pay tlie money. 

‘The Sala former Governor of the Gulf ports, his left 'ehran to 
comm: Tt is said that 400 sowars and 60 Cossacks are to be 
sent the 

Seistan.—the Imperial Bank 
‘old consulat 
plot of land. 

‘The Russian Const 

‘The Mustansir-ul. 


















of Persia has transferred its quarters thom the 
Which it has occupied hitherto, to some temporary premises tn its own 








guard has hoon raised to thirty Cossacks. 

ial of the Finaneo Department of Vehran, hi 
arrived in Seis recived with great ionours, the Deputy-Governor paying 
him the first visi Of his visit, according to his own account, is to replace 
the present system of letting out the Crown lands On contract annually, by # regular 
scitlement fora number of years, also to carefully check the allowances enjoyed by 
the local priestly Tt is also rumoured that hie has authority to 
lauds, and that 2 Syndieate of Meshed! financiers, under the Muavin-ut-Pujjary is 
contemplating thei 

































Colonel MeMalion has completed the demarcation of the 








from. Kukak, The work was uot easy, owing to the high 
ind shaking the instruments and mi acouraté observation nea 
impossible. Much organization was also necessary for supplying water to the parties 







occupied in erecting the boundary pillars. ‘hes wore orected at suitable distances 
slong the whole line, except at fo intervals of about 3 and 8 miles near the Sholay, 
where heavy: sind-hills made demarcation work impossible, On the 7th Decomber 
Colonel MeMalion telegraphed that demarcation had been completed up to 
Shalgumi, 

‘Meshed.—Vhe Nobel Petroleam Company lias been erecting 
their oil, ‘This has exercised the minds of the Per 
,, think they must be for some military purpose. All sorts of difficulties have been 
raised, but tli¢ buildings appear really to be nothing, but stores. 

‘he Russian quarantine conton has received no pay for some four months, 
Hitherto the money y the Karguzar to the Russian Consul-General, who 
remitted it to Captain Yass, ‘The Karguzar has now been given out that he has no 
sanction from ‘tehrin to pay the money. Measures, however, were taken to pay the 
Veisian quarantine staff at Karz ditect from the Meshed ‘Treasury (under the 
Castoms Dopartment), 
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uildings for storing: 
nis for some time, who, from their 
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‘This manoeuvre may merely he to 
going ht from Captain of the r 
some desire to weaken the position of the Russian cordon by not paying its staff. 
Some new departure does seem to be under discussion, and Captain Yass has 
announced that he is shortly returning to Russia, 

Bushire.—The Goyernor of the Gulf ports has left with 100 soldiers to 
the Governor of Dashti to subdue Tangistan, which has heen in a state of semi 
revolt under one Zayer Khader, ‘There has been a little fighting, the Governor of 
Dashti having bummed a village and lost two men, while the rebels lost three. 

Mohammerah.—Dhe new arrangement for p: 
soldiers fook the place of the Arab Guards, has proved unsatisfactory 
Dosts at Shililich were recently attucked by robbers, and the soldiers merely stood on 
the high banks and watched the proceedings. 

© 'Dhe sailings of the “Shushan” have, therefore, been saspenied. 


Tehrin, Decenler 9, 1994, 



































































No. 169. 











Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne—(Received December 
















y Lordy 
L HAVE the honour to tra 
despatch No. 161 of th ist September last, a copy of a uote from the Pers 
iment respecting Uw opening of fuetories and the carrying on of trade b 
subjects in Pe 

















foreign 


















(Signed) VELYN GRANT DUFF. 






Inclosure in No. 169, 





















Mushir-ed-D 





h to Mi, Grant Duff, 














iswer {0 y) 





1 it note of the 11th Septembe 
respecting the question, that forvigw subjects must apply to the Foreign Offiee for 
permission hofore opening fietories, T lave the honour fo state that foreign, subjects 
can carry on any business not prohibited ine the country, but whenever they intend to 
construct a factory or erect a building, whethor big or small, they must obtain before= 
Juund the permission of the Persian Government. 

Yon will, no doubt, agree with me shat this question is not contrary to Treaty, 

































No. 170. 


Mr. Giait Duff (0 the Marquess of Lansdowne —(Received December 26.) 






No, |221)) 
My Lord, Lehran, December 8, 1904. 

AS i hind the honour to report in my telegram No. 124 of the 2nd ultimo, the 
Arfa-ed-Dowleh, Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, has been appointed by the 
Shah to proceed! to St. Petersburgh in order to ofler the congratulations of His Ma 
the Shab to Mis Majesty thie Emperor of Russia on the occasion of the birth of His 
Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Cesareviteh, 

Tumours hiave for some (ime been prevalent in ‘Tebran that the Arfa-ed-Dowleh 
has also been iustrueted to sound the Russian Government as to their willingness to lend 
‘the Persian Government money. i 

I recently asked the Mushirced-Dowleh whetier there was any trath in these 


















* Tho mattor has eee brought to notice of Persian Government, who have sent urgent orders 
Jocal to GD. st i, who have sent urgent orders (o 
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rumours. His Excelleney replied that if such instructions had been given to the Arfa~ 
ed-Dowleh it was without his knowledge. He also had heard these rumours 80 
frequently repeated, that he could not help thinking there was some foundation of truth 
in them. 

(On the same day as my interview with Mushir-ed-Dowleh, I requested Abbas 
Kali Khan to see the Grand Vizier ani make inquiries on the subject. I inelose a copy 
of Abbas Kuli Khan’s Memorandum of his conversation with the Ain-ed-Dowleh 

On receipt of his Highness’ message asting me to arrange for a further advance of 
200,001. I asked for an interview, but, owing to Ramazan, I was unable to see his 
Highness alone till yesterday, 

Whe Ain-ed-Dowleh bezan by inquiring whether I had received any instructions 
from your Lordship or from Sir A. Hardinge in regard to the advance. On my replying 
in the negative, his Highness said that the Shah was going to, Europe in April next vi 
Meshed, and I gathered that the Persian Government might find it difficult to raise the 
necessary money to defray the expenses of His Majesty's journey. 

Tsiid that [ understood that the advance of 200,000, was to meet the cost of the 
proposed dam at Ahwaz 
lis Highness replied ; “Tt is always the same; wlien the Persian Government ask 
Tis Majesty"s Government for assistance they at ouce begin to make conditions.” 

[said that His Majesty's Government, who were greatly interested in the welfare 
of Persia, naturally did not wish to see the money they advanced wasted on useless and 
unremunerative undertakings, I pointed out that a great part of the loans which the 
Persion Government had raised at different times had been of no benefit to. the count 
and that 1 felt confident your Lordship would decline to meet the views of the Persian 
Goversment as rexards the advance unless some guarantee wis given that the money 
would be usefully employed. 

His Highness admitted that the Persion Government had wasted very Jarge sums, 
ut that was not during his tenure of office, He would try his best o prevent the Shah 
travelling with the huge retinue which on previous occasions had accompanied His 
Majesty to Europe. T suggested that European Kings, when travelling, rarely thought 
y. except on very important occasions, to be attended by a large suite, and 
that it was surely unnecessary for the Sha to travel with more courtiers and servan 
than his brother Sovereigns. 

His Highness admitted this, and then gave me a long description of the diffcultics 
of restricting the retinue of the Shah, and said thnt, although ix Majesiy might leave 
‘Tehran with only ten jersons, this suite would have increased to 100 persons by tho 
tine His Majesty 

informed hi 
your Lordship. S 





































































{ what he lind said about the advance to 
Hardinge was returning to Tehran ina few days, and would 
probably have received instructions othe subject previous to leaving England, 

Twould diaw your Lotdship’s attention to the fact that what his Highness said 
to Abbas Kuli Khan about the advance docs not exactly correspond to his statements 
tome, 














L have, &e. 
ned) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 











Inclosure in No, 170. 





Memorandum. 


IN an interview 1 had yesterday evening with the Grand Vizier, I asked his 
Highness whether there was any foundation in the rumour that one of the objects of the 
‘Arlu-cd-Dovleh’s mission to St, Petersburgh was to nogotiate a fresh lonn in Russia, 
His Highness replied that it was quite unfounded, and said: “1 am loyal to my master 
and Sovercign, [like my country and nation, Twill never make a new Joan even if wo 
are starved to death, A new loan is impossible.” He then said the Persian Goverument 
is not in need of money, and that duly $5,000 tomans out of the 100,000, recently 
orrowed from tie Imperial Hank have Leen drawn for the purpose of storing grain, and 
the rest is still in the bank, 

Tasked his Highness whether any money had been prepared for the Shah's journe: 
feLurepe vextsear Ga replied te kage Karle cake UisStn eee Marah call 
not take more than a dozen people with him, and therefore the journey would not cost 










































much, and that the expenses would be paid ont of His Majesty's private treasury and not 
out of the revenue, 

T believe what bis Highness said about the loan was with good fai 

On my taking leave the Grand Vizier asked me to request Mr. Grant Dulf to write 
to the competent quarters and arrange for the further advance of 200,000/., which is 
required for the irrigation purposes of the Karan, and he asked me to impress on him 
iol to think that he wants the money for the Shah's journey. He said: “1 will not 
Spend a dinar of that money on auything except the Ahwaz dam.” His Highness added 
that if he fails to get the advance from the English he will try to get it irom the 
Russians, who will, no doubt, be prepared to give him, 

ABBAS KULI. 
Tehran, December 1, 1904. 





No. 171, 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lonsdowne.—(Recrived December 26.) 


(No, 222.) 
My Lori, ‘Tehran, December 8, 1904. 

IN iccordance with instructions given me by Sir A. Hardinge previous to | 
ae from ‘Tehran, T have continued i press the Persian Government to allow 
lis Majesty's Governinent to construct @ telegtuph) ine between Henjam and Bunder 
Abbas, 

The Persian Government about three weeks ago informed me in the note, a transla 
tion of which I liavo the honour to inclose, that they intended to construct the line 
Rhames ‘nd that the necessary instructions find been issued to the Minister of 
elographs. 

T dacertnined from that oficial ttt even if the Persian Government realiy desired to 

Tine themselves, either cross the Island of Kishm or round the east of that 
island, they’ had not the i for doing 80. 

_ V poiited this out to tlie Mushirs and his Excellency suggested that His 
Majesty the Shili might be persuaded to grant permission to His Mayesty’s Government 
ti construct (Heling, provided that it was handed over to the Persian Government on 
completion. ‘The Persian Government would, of course, reimburse His Majesty's Goverii- 
ment the cost of consteuctio H 

{had the: honour to inform your Loriship of his Exeelleney’s proposal in my 
tolegran No. 138 of the 24th ultimp. I have us yet received no reply from your 
Lordship, in 3 

‘Ay 1 hive elsewhere reported to your Lordship, both the C 
edeDowleh earnestly bogged me to tnterveve with the United State 
some mitigation of the denands of the United States’ Government in the Urmia 
case, promising, should L sce my way to help them, to mect the views of His Maj 

eit, as rezards Henjam. Although X was unable to interlere officially on th 
belialf, the Grand Vizier still seems inclined to yield. sked tne for a copy of the 
jon of 102 for the construction ot the C: d 

nis him one, he inquired whether His Majesty 
Cane to a similar artangement iy the ease of the Henjam-Bunder Abbas connection. 
Treplied that 1 hid no instructiois as to the detalls of the Agreement which His Majesty's 
Government would accept as regards the Heujam tine, but that T wonld report what his 
Hikhness hud said to your Lordship, aut that f should no doube be furnished with the 
Nivivs of His Majesty's Government in the matter, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEE. 


Inclosure in No. 171, 


The Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. Grant Duff 


‘anslation,) Tehran, November 14, 1904, 
IN reply to the notes addressed by the British Legation respecting the extension 

Othe tclegraph line troy Bander Abbus to Ye jum, | bave the honou to infora vou 

that the line in question will be constructed by the Persian Government, and the necessary 


13 
instructions bave been given to the Ministry of ‘Telegraphs for the purpose, and it is busy 


with it. 
Tavail, &e. 
(Signed) MUSHIR-ED-DOWLEE. 





No, 172. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne.—(TReceined December 26.) 


(No. 228.) 
My Lord, Tehran, Decenier 9, 1904. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 147 of ‘the 8rd December, f have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship. correspondence regarding the difficulty, which his arisen 
Detween the Persian Department of Customs and Posts and the British post-office at 
Bushire. 

‘As the question {ill recently chiefly concerned the Government of India, T have 
not previously reported directly to vour Lordship on the subject. 

‘On the day. of the receipt of M. Lavers? note of the 20th October, 1 at once 
telegraphed to the Government of India the particulars of the complaint: made by the 
Persian Ministry of Custows, and addressed a note to him requesting. that the arrange. 

Sin force at Bushire as regards the British post-office should be left én statu quo 

ig a definite settlement of the question between the British and Persian Govern. 
ments, 

Gn the 24th November 1 received a further communication from M, Lavers to 
the effect that he had sent orders to the Director of Customs at Bushire that the 

i When landed, to be taken direct to the custom-house, and there 
a the presence of an official of the British post-office. The parcels would then 
be delivered by the Customs officals after paying duty. a 

‘On the same day (24th November) I saw M, Lavers, and said that while: the 
question of our postoffices in Persia was under discussion T/ must protest against, any 
Mterference with the British mails on the part of the Persian Government, 1 told bin 
that 1 was aveaiting a communication from the Government. of Tndia on the subject, and 
that when I had teceived their views E would do my best to arrange the matter in a way 
satisfactory to both Governinents, 

Tratnrally imagined that after my conversation with M, Lavers he would have, had 
the courtesy to await w further comiunication from me expressing the views of the 
Government of India, 

‘On the nd iustant the Director of Customs at Bushire seized the British mails. 

T at once, after informing M, Lavers of the fact, communicated with the Grand 
Vizier, and insisted on the immediate return of the British mails, he Grand Vizier, 
whom’ was unable to see that day, sent mea message assuring ine that the mails would 
be given back to the British post-olice. 

‘Next day 1 savy his Highness the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and M1. Layers. 1 fooud that: no 
orders had as yet been given, and the Grand Vizier seemed at first inclined to assert his right to 
cave the British mails on the ground that His Majesty's Government had agreed to the 
“Régleiwent Dooanier.” { made it quite clear to his Highness that, even supposing the 
Persian Government were in theit right in asserting that parcels were delivered by the British 
postoffice to persons who were not exempted from paynient of customs dues, the question of 
These offices was under discussion between the Persian and His Majesty's Governments, and it 
vas intolerable that the Belgian officials should adopt this method of settling the matter. 
T stated that I had given instructions to His Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Bushire to 
prevent by foree any further tampering with the British mails, and that, should any untoward 
Freldent occur, the entire responsibility would rest with the Persian Government. ‘The 
British postoffies had been some forty years in the Persian Gull with the knowledge and 
assent of the Persian Government, and they could not be swept away in one day by order 
of M, Lavers. 

Finally, his Highness agreed to telegraph to Bushire instructing the Director of 
Customs that the British mails whicl fad been seized were to be returned, but that, 
peiding the settlemeat of the question, a Belgian Customs official would be present at the 
Pening of the post bogs, and levy duty on parcels addressed to persons not exempted 
from the payment of customs duties. 

Tuust sour Lordship will approve my action in the matter. ‘There have, as your 
Lordship is aware, been several unpleasant incidents in Persia since 1 have been in charge, 
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‘and the Persian Government have shown their usual dilatoriness in taking effectual steps 
to satisfy my various demands. In view of our prestige in the Gulf, it was, I submit, 
necessary for me to resent action by the Belgian Customs which was, to say the least, 
high harded and discourteous. M. Layers 1s only 27 years of age, and has ever before 
had any experience in the management of a large Department, Like other Belgian officials 

n Persia, he is liable to be impulsive and inconsiderate in his dealings with foreign 
Representatives, and the return of M. Naus, who has been telegraphed for, is awaited with 
‘a sense of relief by all the foreign Missions in ‘Tehran. 

Thave, &e. 

(Signed) E 














ELYN GRANT DU: 








Tnelosure 1 in No. 172. 


M. Lacers to Mr. Grant Du 





M, le Chiargé d’Affaires, Teheran, le 20 Octobre, 1904, 
JH dois vous signaler les graves abus qui sont commis par Yagence de la poste 
Anglaise de Bouchir. 
En 1902 le Dire 
son insistanice, Pagence de I 





teur-G 





iral des Douanes Persanes m'avait fait connaitre que, malgré 
poste Anglaise de Bouchir se refusait 4 Iui remettre pour 
examen i la Donne les colis postaux adressés un Consulat Britannique on aux employés 
de la poste Anglaise, Pour éviter des abus jfavais preserit 2 M. Dambrain de se 
remettte d bord du bateaw postal tous les colis postanx, quels qu’en fussent les destinataires, 
Ta poste Persane, en vertu des Conventions, avait ce droit, et de son cbté l’Administra- 
tion des Douanes avait & sauvegarder ses perception 
e des diflicultés soulevées par cette mesure, pourtant tout A fait Léxitime, 
istration des Douanes avait provisoirement renoncé 4 Vappliquer jusqu’a ce qu’el 
se {rouvit en possession dun Rdglement légal lui permettant de forcer la poste Anglaise 
iV se soumettre, comme tout le monde, au eontrdle Douanier. 
\ujourd’ljut elle esten possession 
ment Anglais et qui stipule— 

















sins ou enelos de la Dousne. 
inant les dépeches ou correspondances postales, & 
os on colis renfermant des colis postaux ou des eolis déchan 
lités Douaniares, 
joi! postale trangdre et 








Hesception fornielle des 
tillons, sont ¢ 





pts de Ia visite ct des autres forina 
is par une Admini 
ss Postes de Perse.” 















Jone puis admettre dans ees conditions que In poste Anglaise prentie directement 
possession des sacs postans, qu'elle les ouvre duns ses propres locaux. et qu'elle ne 
Femctte A la poste Persane, et par conséquent & la Douane Porsane, que ce qu'elle veut 
bien remettre 

Ce séyime donne journellement bien A des abus, et je ne puis en permettre la 
continuatio 

A Vayenir tous les sues postau 














destination des agences postales Anglaises des 
ports di sud devront étre conduits direetenient dans les magasins Douaniers, ot ils seront 
Ouverts par les agents des dites agences postales cn présence des employés de la poste 
Persane ot des employés de In Dounne, Ges derniers retieudront les colis postaux et les 
lis ou paquets qui lou paraitraint comtenir des cljets imposables. II sera donné 
AGohinge A In poste Anglaise pour les colis postaux, plis, ov paquets retenus pat la 
Dovane, laquelle invitera les intéressés 2 venir en prendre possession dans les locaus, 

Les momes formulités eeront exizées & exportation des sucs postauix, 

Il va de soi que les inmmunités Diplowatiques ou Consulaires consaerées par 
VArticle 27, du Reglement \égal seront toujours respectées, Mais je dois faire remarquer 
que ni les agents de la poste Anglaise ni les médecins de la quarantaine n'ont droit & 
aucune esp ee dexception, pas plus que certains marchands qu’ mon grand étonnenient 


fe vois figurer sur une liste de colis postaux remis directement par 1a poste Anglaise aux 
intéressés, 


























Je me réserve au surplus de faire procéder auprés des dits marchands un rappel dé 
droits de douane, H 0 rappel de 


Te saisis, &e, 
(Signs) F. LAVERS, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 172. 
Mr. Grant Duff to M, Lavers. 


M. le Secréiaire-Général, Téhéran, le 21 Octobre, 1904, 

VAI Vhonneur dacenser réception de votre note du 20 courant, dans laquelle vous me 
signalez certains abus qui auraient été commis par lagence de la poste Anglaise de 
Bouchir et de vous informer que je n'ai pas manqué den saisir le Gouvernement des 
Indes, 3 

Jai Vhonneur en méme temps d’attirer votre attention sur le fait que les bureaux de 
postes Anglais établis dans les ports du. sud existent depuis longtemps avec Ie. con: 
sentement cu Gouvernement Persan, Done, tous changements désirés par le dit 
Gouvernement dans Ie systime postal netuellement en vigueur dans les bureaux Anglais 
4 Bouchir et, dans les ports préindigués ne peuvent tre effectués quiavec Vassentiment de 
1a Lézation do Sa Mayesté Pritanniqae auprés de In. Cour do Sa MajestéImpévate Te 

hah, 
Dans ces eirconstances je ne puis admettre que vous ayex le droit de donner des 
onres signalés dans votre note sus-mentionnée sans un arrangement, préalable entre le 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannigue et celui de Sa Majesté le Schuh, Afin dévite 
des incidents fiicheux qui pourraient sélever A In suite d'un changement teop brusque du 
systime actuellement en viguenr & Bouchir et ailleurs au sujet de Pimportation et 
Vexportation des sacs postaux en destination des bureaux Anglais, j'ai Vhonneur de yous 
prier avec insistance de suspendre toute action jusqu’d ce que je sois X méme 
‘apprendre et de yous communiquer ta inanitre de voir du Gouvernement des Indes, 
Tu saisis, &, 
(Signé) H. M. GRAN! DUPE, 























Inclosure 8 in No, 172. 
M, Livers to Mr. Grant Duf. 


M. le Chargé d’Affaires, Ténéran, te 22 Octobre, 1904, 

J'AT Fhonneur de vous accuser réception de votte office du 21 Octobre courant, 
répondant i lettre du 20 Octobre. 

Contrairemeut.& ce que vous suppose, il ne stagit pas d'apporter une modification au 
nic postal, L’Administration des Postes se réserve de provoquer A ce sujet Vinterven- 
tion du Congrds Postal, qui se réunira lan prochain A Rome et qui est seul compétent 
pour trancher la question du maintien des bureaux Anulo-Indiens dans les ports du Golfe 
Persique, 

Tes mesures dont j'ai parlé dans ma lettre précitée sont du ressort.exelusif de 
Administration des Dounnes. Elles constituent. la stricto applicution des Articles 37 
et 51 tu Roglement 1égal, accepté par la Lézation d’Angleterre au noni du Gouvernement 
Anglais. 

Il nexiste aucun arrangement Gorit ou verbol qui dispense tes bureaux postaux 
Anglais du Golte Persique de se soumettre aux formalités Douanitres, Dans ees con 
ditions, du moment que, dans Papplication de ces formalités, Administration des Douanes 
sen tient, strictement aux stipulations da Réglement Iégal, je ne vois pas en quoi 
Vintervention de la Légation Britannique et du Gouvernement des Indes pourrait, se 
justifier. 

Je me persuade, M. le Charaé d’Aifaires, qu’aprés avoir pris connaissance de ee qui 
précide, vous pourrez vous convainere que les mesures que ai Gnumérées cans ma lettre 
prérappelée sont absolument justifiges et que leur application ne uécessite aucun accord 
préalable entre Administration des Douanes et la Légation Britannique, i 

Je saisis, &e, 
(Signs) , LAVERS. } 






































Inclosure 4 in No. 172. 
‘M, Lavers to Mr. Grant Duj 


‘M. le Chargé d’Affaires, ‘Téhéran, le 22 Novembre, 1904. 

MALGRE tout le désir que j'ai d’étre agréable & la Légation d’Angleterre et d'eviter 
de brusquer les choses, il ne mest pas possible de retarder d’avantage Yenvoi a Bouchie 
instruction ordonnant & la Douane de soumettre tous les sacs pastaux arrivant de 
I'étranger ou s'y rendant aux formalités énoneées dans ma lettre du 20 Octobre dernier. 

Ainsi que yous pourrez le voir en consultant la liste ci-jointe pour le seul mois 
Octobre ccoulé, quarante-sept colis postaux ont été remis directement par la poste 
‘Anglaise aux destinataires, bien que la plupart de ceux-ci n'eussent aucun titre A jouir de 
Ia franchise Douanivre, 

Lesprit de tolérance dont nous avons toujours fait preuve ne peut pourtant nous 
amener & Admettre la continuation de pareils abus, ¥ 

Vai doe Vhonneur de yous communiquer les instructions télégraphiques que jai 
envoyées & ce sujet A It Direction-Générale des Douanes & Bouchir. P 

“Je me persuade, M. fe Charaé d’Affaires, que vous comprendrez facilement quiil ne 
in'Gtait pas possible de laisser sub me préférentiel qui ne pouvait manquer de 
soulever des protestations légitimes auxquelles I'Administration des Wouanes aurait été 
fort embarrasses de répondre en présence des termes formels du Reglement, dont le but 
Gtait, comme vous le saver, de mettre fin aux abus existant antérieurement. 

To saisis, &e, 
(Signé) F. LAVERS, 


Wuffelacrt, Bouchir. 


PAR application Article 27, in fine, du Regloment— 


(a) ous sacs postaux adsessés fiposte Anglaise doivent étre transférés directement du 
Dpateau dns focal Dowanier Persan, oitils seront examinés par Douane et poste en présence 
employés poste Anglaise. Snes contenant seulement correspondances seront remis poste 
Anuliisc. Mais tous sies contenant colis postaux ou colts échantillons seront retenus 
Douane, quien remettra décharge poste Anglaise par intermédiaire poste Persane. Colis 
postaux sctont remis par Dousine a destinataires apres aecomplissement formalités Dowanitres 
ét paiement dyentuel des droits, 

(d.) Méme régime en sens inverse pour sites postaux expédiés vers Vétranger par 
poste Anglaise. 

(Signé) LAVERS. 
Le 21 Novenbre, 1904, 


Tnelosure 5 in No, 172. 
Mr, Grant Duf to M. Lavers. 


M, lo Seerdtairo-Général, Téhéean, le 3 Décembre, 1904, 

‘JE viens de recevoir un télégramiie du Consul-Général ve Sa Majesté Britannique & 
Rouchir, qui me signale que le Directeur des Postes Impériules a hier snisi la poste 
‘Anulaise 3 ce port. 

‘Pai eu Thouneur, le 21 Octobre dernier, de vous adresser une note en vous. priant 
ile Inisser tn question de la poste Ai i Bouchir in statu quo jusqu’ es que jfétais & 
mame de yous communiquer la manidre de voir du-Gouvernement des Indes. 

Mout en protestant coutre la fagon daxir peu convenable des employés de votre 
Administration, jfai Thonmeur de vous informer que je demanderai aujourd'hui au Gouverne- 
ment Persan la restitution immédiate des lettres ou colis postaux saisis. 

Il west gudre néeessaire de vous informer que vous aurez la pleine respons 
de tout incident ficheux qui pourrait s'élever a la suite de action de vos fonctionnaires & 
Bouchir. 

Je saisis, & 
(Signé) M. GRANT DUFE, 


WT 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 172. 
M, Lavers to Mr. Grant Duff 


M. le Chargé d’Affaires, ‘Téhéran, le 4 Décembre, 1904, 

‘PAI Vhonneur de vous accuser réception de votre office du 3 Décembre, par lequel 
vous voulez bien me faire counaitre que le Directeur des Postes Persanes de Bouchir 
aurait, avant hier, saisi la poste Anglaise a ce port, 

Vous ajoutez qu’en présence du fait que, par votre office du 21 Octobre, vous 
m'aviez demandé dattendre la décision du Gouvernement. des Indes pour fixer le régime 
applicable aux saes postaux consignés aux bureaux Indiens des ports da sud de In Perse, 
ot expédiés par eux, vous m’imputez. In responsabilité de tout incident qui pourrait 
résulter de l'action de mes fonetionnaires d Bouchii 

Je rponds tout dabord i cela que c'est le Directeur-Général des Dovanes, et non le 
Directeur des Postes, qui a, non pas saisi In poste Anglaise, mais qui, par application des 
instructions que je Ivi a envoyées Wlégeaphiquement, a soumis la vérification préalable 

loyés de la Douane les sacs postanx venant des Indes. 

Cette mesure avait pour but Wempécher le renouvellement des actes, frauduloux 
commis par Ja poste Anglaise, qui, d’accord avec le Consul Anglais, a remis directement & 
des particuliers des colis postaus, de sorte que lu Douane n'a pu percevoir les droits sur 
coux-ci. 

Vai eu Vhonveur de vous faire connaitre, par ma lettre du 22 Novembre dernier, 
quien préserice de cos actes frauduleux il m’était impossible de lassen persister ph 
Jongtemps le systéme abusif adopté par la poste Anglaise ce Bouchir, ot que je me voyais 
forcé d'appliquer sans retard A ect office postal les prescriptions du Réglement, Je vous 
ai au surplus coi fentious & ee sujet dans Ia conversation que nous avons ete 
dans mon bureau quelques jours aprés. Au cours de cette conversation yous avez bion 
youll) me promettre que vous “mettriez de Pordre” dans cette affaire, et vous avez 
ajouté que vous estitnicg les procédés du Consulat en ce qui eoncere la remise des colis 
directement & des partiouliers tout au moins ‘‘extraordinaires.”” 

Je pouvais, done, de bonne foi, cousidérer que vous aviez admis ta nécessité pour Ia 
Douane dappliquer le Reglement légal a la poste Anglaise des ports du sud, 

Quoi quil en soit, je répate que In Legation d’Angleterre a, en pleine connaissance 
de cause, accept6 et signé le Reglement légal; que rien de spécial n'a été spécifié au 
chapitre des exemptions en ec qui coucerne la poste Anglaise dans les ports du sud; que 
VAdministration des Douanes ne Vaurait au surplus pas tolérés que j'ai cu Phonneur de 
Yous prouver que notamment [Agent Postal Anglais de Bouchie, d'accord aveo le 
Consulat-Général, commis des actes frauduleux. punts par le troisidme, alinga de 
HArticle 98 du Réglement ; enfin que je suis absolument déctdé & appliquer strictement le 
Réglement A tout le monde, car jfestime que MM. les Consuls Anglais de Bouchir ow 
@ailleurs wont pas le droit de rouvrir la discussion sur des dispositions douaniéres qui 
ont €té discutées et ratifies par la Légation d’ Angleterre A éhéran. 

Je sais que le Consul & Bouchir-n engegé la poste Anglaise ne pas se soumettre d 

ions. Ce sont 1d des agissements peu convenables que vous serez, jen suis 
eonvaitieu, le premier & regretter, et qui font retomber Iégitimement et exclusivement sur 
ce fonctionnaite toute la responsabilité de Vincident qui nous occupe. 
ne réserve, au surplus, par Vapplication de VArticle 108 de Réglement légal, de 
faire poursuivre & charge des personnes qui se sont mises dans le cas préyu par le 
ne paragraphe de I'Asticle 93, le reconvrement des droits et amendes exigibles. 
Te saisis, &e, 
(Signé) | «B. LAVERS. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 172, 


Mr. Grant Duff to Government of India.® 
(No. 173.) i 
(Telegraphic. P. October 21, 1904. 

T HAVE received a formal complaint from the Ministry of Customs against the 
British post-office at Bushee. in which it is stated that submission to Customs examina 
on refuel wih expect to patel adreted 0 the Residency and British post-office 
officials. 


* Also to Resident, Bushire (No. 93). 
[1780] 2% 
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‘This attitude is, under Articles 27 and 51 of the ‘“R&glement Douanier,” held to be 
illegal. I am informed by the Secretary-General that post-bags addressed to British 
officers in the ports of the south must in future be taken straizlit to the custom-house, and 
there, in presence of the Customs officials, may be opened by the British post-office 
officials, and the former will retain any parcels or letters upon which duty is leviable. A 
receipt will be given for these parcels, and the addressees will tl be asked to take 
Gelivery of them, In the ease of outgoing bags the same formalities will be observed. 
‘Though the immunities of the Diplomatic and Consular Services will be observed, the 
unretinedoetrs and Bit posto ils cannot claim the right to be exempt of 
duty, It is further complained that pafotls are received by certain merchants straight from 
the British post-offico, and these will have to repay the customs duties, 

I'should like to have vour views respecting the above, and please inform me what 
‘agreement was come to with the Persian Government in tt rs tance, if any, with 
respect to our postaoffices, I have told the Secretary-General that 1 have referred the 
matter to the Government of India, and that pending the expression of your views, the 
factual system in force should not be altered, 

It seems to me likely that the present interference with our post-olfices will, on 
M, Naus’ return, be followed by an attack on our quarantin 

‘he present Grand Vizier’s poliey is to curtail all foreign influence in his country, 
‘and 1 find that he becomes more obstructive every day. 1 think the Persian Government 


fears we mean to bully them while the aitention of Russia is engaged in the 
Far Bast, 


Tnclosure 8 in No. 172. 


Acting Resident, Bushire, fo Mr. Grant Duff 
(No. 09.) 
(Welogmaphic.) P. Bushire, October 30-31, 1904. 

T HAVE received your telegram respecting the British post-office question, dated 
the 21st instant, No. 93, 

Our post-oi the Gulf, according to my records [have enjoyed the #) tacit 
approval of the Persian Government, I cannot, however, find any trace of a formal 
agreement on the subject, though for over forty years, when no proper Persian post-office 
had yet been started, we have carried letters and parcels for British nnd Persian subjects 
to the advantage of the latter, No part of the subsidy to the wailesteamers fs paid by the 
Persian Government as far as T know, 

The Belgian Customs Adininistration raised this question of parcels soon after they come 
menced work, und in June 1900 an Agreement wus concluded on the subject between the 
Residency and the Director-General, and a copy of the same was inclosed in my letter of 
the 8th December, 1902, No. 167. 

Tt was on this occasion that the Central Customs Administration endeavoured first to 
alter the arrangement. 

‘The Agreement stipulated by Article 8 thut our post-office should deliver 
parcels for the Residency or officers of superior sorvice—that 1s to 
parcels adilressed to offders of the British or Indian navy, ‘The British postmaster opens 
the parvel-hags in accordance with the present arrangement in our post-office in’ the 
presence off Customs officials, and those purcels exempted by Article 5 are kept by us, and 
the remainder go back to the custom-house for exanitnati 

Article 8 has several times been questioned by the Customs Department, but 
M, Walfelaert finally agreed. to let it remain as it stood on. the last occasion he referred 
to it, The Resident receives a weekly statement, showing the contents, value, and 
fecipient of all parcels which are uot seot to the Customs. ‘The Director of Customs 
receives a monthly statement in order to be able to check to same, and for statistical 
purposes, ‘The Director: of Customs was told by Major Cox that this coneession was of 
reat vulue, us in cousequence of it much formality and delay, though it would then 
Tecome necessary, wus avoided, Major Cox observed at the same time that the monthly 
statement was an efficient check, If, on the other hand, foreign Consuls objected, as the 
Director hud stated, tie history of our work in the Gulf for the last century and a-half 
centitled us to siiall concessions of this nature, M, Waffeluert expressed himself satisfied, 
but has nevertheless apparently complained, 


‘The broad statement that (group undeeypherable] arein the habit of receiving parcels 
seems absurd, 
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If a complaint of any particular instance had been adduced the postmaster would 
be punished (group undecypherable], and if a subject amenable to our jurisdiction, he 
woilld receive severe treatinent, but the Residency has received no such complaint. 
Mhe officals of the post-office are regarded as officials of the Residency, anl the reason 
‘of this is that the post-office was in the hands of our own clerks until the work increased, 
and it was necessary on account of departmental details to have officials of the Postal 
Department from India, ‘The postmasteris even now under the Resident, and canoot hold 
communication with local officials. ‘The Postal Department: deals with questions of pay 
and allowances, &¢, through the Resident. The quarantine doctor is the Residency 
surgeon'sassistant, and our hospital is in his hands, He is, therefore, a Residency official, 
and his quarantine work is done in addition to his own particular work, ‘The total value 
of parcels not sent to the Customs, according to the last return for three months, shows 
that their value was 1,918 rupees, and of this the parcels received by officers exempted 
by the * Réglement” were valued at 1,501 rupees, and the parcels received by Residency 
subordinates at 367 rupees, and the aviount of revenue in question is very small, 1 think 
it would he undesirable to alter the present systeu!, or to curtail the small privileges at 
present extended to us in consequence of our Icng and useful work in the Persian Gulf, 
and the Resident has expressed himself to the same effect. 

Thave repeated the above to the Indian Government, 


Inclosure 9 in No. 172. 


Acting Resident, Bushire, to Mr. Grant Duff 
(No. 109.) 
(Welegraphic.) P, November 23:24, 190/ 
AVITH reference to your telegram No, 98, dated the 21st October, respecting the British, 
post-office question, 1 have to-day received a letter from the Customs Department, 
Fequesting me to inaugurate new arcangements with respect to the parcels post. starting 
with the post due to-morrow. In reply I have said that, the question being under 
discussion, I requested that the change might be postponed pending settlement of the 
question by you and the Government of India, 
‘of this telegram is being sent to the Government of India, 


Tnclosure 10 in No. 172. 


Mr. Grant Duff to Government of India.* 
(No. 204) 
(Welegraphic.) P. November 24, 1904. 

FIAVE again received complaint from Customs Department that, parcela arriving. by 
British post are not declared, ‘They have sent_me a list. of those persons who received 
such parcels during October, and many on the list seem to have no right to claim 
exemption from duties. British Government having accepted “ Réglement Douanier,” 1 
should like to know how such action can be defended, An informed privately that the 
question of our post-offices in this country will be discussed at International Conference 
next year at the meeting of the International Postal Conference, 


Tnclosure 11 in No. 172. 
Acting Resident, Bushire, to Mr. Grant Duf 


(Telegraphic.) P. December 2-8, 1904, 
WITH respect to. my telegram No, 109 of 23rd November, concerning the British 
Indian post-offices. When the usual guard of one non-commissioned officer and three men 
procecded yesterday to the custom-house to accompany onr mail to our post-office 
they were prevented from leaving the premises by the Customs authorities. I consequently 
proceeded to the custom-house and explained distinctly to the Director-General that I was 
hot in a position to alter the existing arrangements without instructions, which up till 


* Also to Resident, Bushiro (No, 108). 
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then I had not received, Under the cireumstances I proposed to act as usual, If, 
however, the Director-General desired to change procedure, he would have to take upon 
himself ‘the responsibility for retaining His Majesty’s mails. In reply, the Director 
General shower me his orders, stating that the resvonsibility lay with the Ministry of 
Customs, that he must obey, and the mails must be prevented from leaving the custom- 
house. ‘The mail clerk to whom L gave the usual orler to proceed was about to do so, 
at the Director-General prevented the mails leaving by force, and the gates were closed. 
His orders to the sentry were then repeated, to the effect that porters wero to be prevented 
from entering the custom-house inelosure, and that the bags were not to leave, and one 
man who was bearing a parcel bag was at the gate stopped. ‘The sea being too rough to 
reahip the mails or to leave them on the quay under a guard, I directed, in order to 
prevent a disturbance, that the escort should not resist when the parcel post was about to 
fe seized by the Customs officials, ‘They locked up ten cases and six bags, and, pending 
instructions, I did not consent to allow our postal official to go and open the bag 
yy is assumed by the customshouse for the bags; letter bags, after three 

hours, were removed, The British mail-steamer was delayed twelve hours, as it did not 
ot the usual receipt, and consequently. missed the tide it counted upon. G 
T respectiilly protest ngainst. the behaviour of the custom-house, who did not, as it 
should, wait for the expression of the Government, of India’s views, and I trust steps will 
‘tn by yon with a view to the handing over of our parcel post. to our post-ottice by 

the Belgian official responsible for retaining the sume. ‘This should be done without delay, 
‘ind an undertaking should, L think, be made not to interfere with our postal service until 

s arranged, 
nent of India, 


Inclosure 12 in No. 172. 
Mr. Grant Duff to Acting Resident, Bushire. 


December 7, 1904. 





No. 173. 
Mr. Grant Duf) to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—(Received December 20.) 


(No. 224.) 
My Lordy Tehran, December 7, 1904. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 200 of the 8th November and my telegram 
No, 116 of the 27th October last, Lhave the honour to transmit herewith a translation 
‘of wnote from the Mushir-ed-Dowleh stating that there is no truth in the report that 
the Russian Government are shortly going to take over the Meslied-Seistan telegraph 

‘c and also to construct @ line from Ashkabad to Meshed vid Kuehan. 

Mie note, as first received by me, omitted the words, “and that His Majesty has 
nu intention to give this concession to foreign subjects.” T pointed out to the Mushir~ 
¢d-Dowleh that the note as if stood contained no assurance that the Russian Government 
night not be permitted to take over the Meshed-Seistan line at a future date, His 
Bxcelleucy agreed with me that the wording was somewhat vague and took the note 
Dack. He bias now added the words above referred to, 

[also inclose two Memoranda by Mr, Churchill and Abbas Kuli Khan, the former 
reporting a conversation he lias haul with the Mushber-ed-Dowleh, Minister of Telegraph, 
and the latter giving an abstract of the confidential document which 1 was recently 
shown and the substance of which [had the honour to transmit to your Lordship in my 
Secrev telegram No, 129 of the 12th ultimo. 

From these Memoranda, and from what the Mushir-ed-Dowleh has told me, it 
seems clear that the Russian Government have introduced a number of signallers 
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surreptitiously into Persia and on being asked for an explanation of their action have 
invented an imaginary conversation between the late M. de Viassow and the Minister of 
Telegraph, who is stated not only to have acquiesced in the placing of Russian signallers 
on the Meshed-Seistan line, but to have asked for them. 

Your Lordship will see in Mr, Churchill’s Memorandum that the Mukhber-ed- 
Dowleh categorically denies ever having asked for Russian signallers, aud even the 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh admits that it is highly unlikely that he ever made such a request to 
the Inte M. de Vlassow. 

‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh informs me that negotiations are in. progress in St, Peters= 
burgh with a view to the removal of these signallers, but the Persian Government are 
face to face with a frit accompli and short of using foree, I do not see how they are 
to get rid of their unscleome visitors, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUR, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 173 
ishir-ed-Dowleli to Mr. Grant Duff: 


(Translation.) Tehran, 6 Ramazan, 1822 (Noneinber 14, 1904). 
__T HAVE put before His Majesty the shah the contents of your note of the 
7th instant, stati is you had received trustworthy information that the Russian Goyern- 

it were shortly going to take over the Meshed-Seisian telegraph line and that a 

staph line was to be constructed by them between Ashkabad and Nested vid Kuchon, 
and to bring the whole telegraph line from Ashkabad to Nasrotabad of Seistan under 
their control, 

The news was received by His Majesty with grent. surprise and he told the Sadr 
Azam and me, whu had the honour of being present, the of these matters go far 
were facts and that His Majesty liad no intention of giving this concession to foreign 
subjects. His Majesty ulso said : * Why are such unfounded informations given and why 
do you attach imnportance to sucl false rumours and report thom to. your Well respected 
Government?” a 

Tavail, &0, 
iqued) ' - MUSHTR-BD-DOWLEU. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 173. 
Memorandum by Mr, Churchill, 


Makhber-e-Dowleh, on whom 1 called this afternoon, spoke frankly and at 
th on the subject of the Russian attempt to flood the Persian telegraph lines 
Khorasan and Seistin with Russian tclegraphists, He said the Sadr Azam hid 
shown him a very stiff note addressed by the British Legation to the Persian Govern- 
ment (Mr, Grant Duff to the Mushir-el-Dowlch, the 7th November), intimating that 
should those Thissian telegraphists be allowed to. take: control of the Scistan tine, the 
British Government would have to press for the Kuh-Malok-Siah-Seistan and Henjamn~ 
Bunder-Abbas lines, "The Mukbber sid he was very glad to. soe the Legation take up 
this uncompromising attitude, and as to the assertion made by the Russian Legation 
that he had asked the late M, Viassow for these “gholams” or telexeaphists, he desited, 
while categorically denying it, to show me, by documentary proof, that whenever a ques 
tion of Russian tolegraphists on Persian tines Jind arisen, he iad always first obtained 
documentary authority, in the form of the Shal’s Rescript, before allowing them to use 
the lines. He then showed me several documents of the kind, which I read, and he 
bserved that this we 
pendent action of the 


BA 
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Jatter object. Of course he could not answer for the decision the Persian Govern 
inient might take respecting the former. 

He proceeded to say that not long after the Seistan Commission arrived at the 
frontivr, Sir A, Hardinge had written to him that in order to facilitate the transmission 
of their messages, the Government of Indix proposed to send two telesraphists to 
Nosretabad from Baluchistan or Quetta (he vas not sure which), and that he (the 
Mukhtier) had, in view of the peculiar cireumstances of the ease and of his close relations 
With the Legation, promptly acceded to the proposal without reference to the Govern 
ment, and had sent orders accordingly to Nasretabad, ‘This the Russians were not slow 
jn discovering, und he thought it was in consequence of it that they now brought their 
relegraphists without first referring. to, the Government, and infornially: pressed him to 
give his assent, failing which they tried to wake out that he liad himself asked for 
Tie said he much rearetted not liaving, for form's sake, obtained the written sanction of 
the Government in our case, about two years ago, as it, would perhaps have averted the 
Dpiesent consequetices, and would certainly Hiaye made his position easier, 

T told him that I thought it would be very difficult to strain the very cordi 
close relations which had existed for over fifty years between his family and the British 
Tregation, and that T was very glad to liave seen the papers he had so kindly shown I 
added that I did not think you ever believed that he lad asked for the telegraphists 
Which, as himself observed, woul in the end cause him personal Loss wien the Seistan 
line would by. degrees have passed out of his fiends, He remarked that the Seistan line 
‘vas already in a state of disorder oning to Russian interferencs 

(Signed) G, P, CHURCHILL, 

‘olyon, November 18, 1904, 


Tnelosure in No. 173. 


Memorandum by Able Kuli Khan. 


1, BY your Exe Honey's orders, called to-day on the Russian Chargé d'Aflaires and 


delivered your mes ce about the diffieuities the Persian G ent fas in allowing 
the Ritssian siznallcrs now in Khorassin to be employed « Seistan telegraph fine, 
and pointed out to: him dint if the Pe n the matter very 
probably the Fnglish Government will ak for the appointment of Dyelish employ 
the Molirani-Mosed telegraph line, ‘The Chargé W'\itaites replied that the E 
Already have large numbers af Bnglish telographists on the Indo-Varopean Tine, and are 
constructing a new telegraph line throwzh Centeal Persia, vid Kuchan, Yeed and 
Korman, and therefore the excuse put forvard by the Persin Government eat 
considere eptable, ‘The Chargé dA tfaires added that M. Viassoff the late 
Minister in ‘Tehran, enlled about a year ago on the Mukhibersed-Donleh, Minister of 
phe, and toll’ him of Mis intentic + of bringing: kome Rossian signallors tor the 
w Hines andthe lat ; sces\ed, in the presence of 
chiritter, Dragoman of the that, in order that, the British 
Governnient tay’ not raise diffieulties, the signallors should be called * ygholams,” and 
the miatter vasat the time reported by: M, Viassolf to the Gitssion Minister for Roreign 
Aifairs, who put it hefors the Council of Ministers at St. Petersburgh, ‘The Couneil 
Geciiled (int the siznallors should proceed fo Persia in the manner su 
Makliber-ed-Dowlch, with a silary exch of 80 tomans a-month, M, Somow further said 
that if, in spite of the permission given hy the Mukhber-ed-Dowleh and the expenses 
incurred by the Russian Govornment, the Persian authorities refuse to allow the 
jllors to he employed on the Sefstan line. even by the Persians the es, it would 
make'a very regrettable inpression in Russia fore the arrival of the Arfi-ed 
Dowleh, the Spevial Envny to the Cay, who is now. well on his way to St, Petersburgh, 
J did my best to explain to M. Somow the difficulties of the Persian Government in 
acquieseing in the matter, but he insisted on the neguiments mentioned above 
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No. 174. 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansdowne. —(Received December 26.) 


(Xo. 226.) 
My Lond, Tehran, December 9, 1904. 
TN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship's telegram No. 74 of 
the Sth December, I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a note which I 
have addressed to’ the Persian Government, to the effect that His Majesty's Govern 
ment cannot interfere with the demands which the United States’ Minister may think 
fit to pnt forward on account of the murler of Mr. Labareo, the American missionary. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUFF. 


Tnelosure in No, 174. 


Mr. Grant Duff to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
December 5, 1904. 

L ILAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that I havo just received a 
tolegeam from His Majesty's Principal’ Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to the 
tilect that His Majesty’s Government cannot, interfere with the demands whieh the 
Unilod Statey’ Minister may think fit to put forward on account of the murder of 
Mr. Labaree, the American missionary, 

(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUPE, 





No. 171 
Mr. Grant Duff to the Marquess of Lansilowae,—( Received December 26.) 


(No. 287.) 
My Lon, Tehran, December 9, 1904. 

T HAVE the honour to transinit Herewvith to your Lordship a copy of a despatch 
which have addressed to. the Governiient of India, inelosing corresponilence which I 
Jive had with the Ministry of Customs on the subject of the establishment af iv Customs: 

Godlar-i-Balutak, on the Ahwazelspalian Road, 
Thiave, &o. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUEE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 175. 
rant Duff to Government of India. 


Tehran,Novenber Ui, 190s 
LTH reference to my telegera of the 2tst ultimo, Th our 
it tH you correspondenee which hs taken place benween Sir nize, the 
eral of the Ministry of Castomns, aud myself on the subject of the Customs 
Vureaw at Godar-i-Balutelk 
You will see in M, Livers! note of the ath October list that he is unable to remove 
the Custoins post withiout the express instructions of M. Naus, the Minister of Customs, 
who is now absent in Europe on leave 
‘The correspondence requrdinic the matte! hab been subiitted Uo M. Niusy but 
M, Lavers informs me that he lias not, as vet, received au expression of his Excel/oncy’s 
views, 
{team that ML Naus will not return to Tehran, as he onginully intended, i 
December, but eatly in January ext. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) E, M. GRANT DUFF. 


————————— 





Tnelosure 2 in No. 175. 
Sir A. Hardinge to M. Lavers. 


M. le Seerétaire- ral, Gulahek, le 8 Septembre, 1904. 

PAL Vhonneur ¢’attirer votre attention sur l'insertion parmi les bureaux figurant 
dans letablean annexé au Réglement Douanier, que j'ai signé le 29 Aodt avec son Excel- 
lence M, Nous, de celui de Godar-icBaloutak, Vous vous rappellerez que ce bureau ne 
figurait point dans la liste qui nous fat communiquée officiellement par le Ministre des 
Douines, et que ce ne fut que le 29 méme que Mr. Lindsay constata son existence, en 
comparant avec vous eette liste au tablean définitif, que nous le vimes ee jour-la pour In 
prenitdre fois. “ 

Mr, Lindsay erut comprendve des explications que vous lui donnates que les quelques 
hureaux du Golfe Persique ajoutés au tablean n’étaient que des éhelles de cabotaze 
intéressunt le seul commerce indigene, et que Godar-i-Baloutak était un poste sur In 
frontitre Turco-Persine, TL ressort maintenant d'un examen plos approfondi du tableau 

de Gadar-i-Baloutak se trouve sur In route d’Ahwaz 4 Ispahan, qui, comme 
vous save, a G6 construite par usc Compagnic Anglaise et est considérée par le 
Cou t des Indes comme une des voies les plus importantes de notre 
commerce. 

Tlest certain que si la Légation Britanuique avait 646 formellement avertie. de Vinten- 
tion da Ministre des Douanes d'établir un Bureau Douanier sur eette route, elle aurait eu 
des observations & soumetire A ect Gard, Il est difficile, en effet, de voir pour quelle 
raison—une douane wnt déja Awaz, et toutes les taxes intérieures étant supprimné 
in Bureau Douanier serait installé entre Ahway et Ispahan. Ko appliquant le méme 
aystome i larroute de la Compagnie Russe de Resht 2 ('éhéran, Von devrait installer un 
sembluble bureau au pont de Menjil, lest craindre, @autre part, en. premier lieu, que 
Jes tolurvadars indigenes, toujours timides vis-A-vis des fonctionnaires, ne tendent a éviter 
ne route commerciale quills pourront croire, A tort ou a raison, barrée par un poste de 
Douanesct que les Bakhitiavis, qui voient @an ail jaloux toute nouvelle inférence étrangdve 
duns leur pays, me soulevent des objections A. l'établissement de ve poste et ne eréent des 
difficultés nisiisibles 0 ta rité etd Pavenir de lar 

‘Aussi, si fiwvais claitenient compris la position du nouveau bureau, n'eusse-je accepte 

tableau annexé ay Rogletient que sous la réserve d’examniner plus soigneusement ce 
point, 

peer Cest pour ces inotifs que je vous prie, M. le Seerétaire-Général, de bien vouloir 

supprimer jusqu’d nouvelle encente le Bureau de Godar-i-Baloutak, ou, si vous juxez que 

vos ponyoirs 1¢ sont point assez, étendus pour aller jusque 1a, de surseoir A son établisse- 

nent jusqu’a eo que, apres Te retour de M. Naus, nous puissions arriver & un accord & cet 
cflet, 

ai bien compris Vi. Naus, fe Ministre des Dounnes aurait ta faculté de modifier 

cL classification des dits bureaux, quitte a en donner avis aux deox Légations 

du Réglement, Or, comme lu route d'Ispahan-Shwaz_n'intéresse que le com- 

nique, il tue semble que das ces éirconstances le Ministre ne saurait persister 

jy nainteni® am bureau dont Ja ndcessité abs point démontrée et dont action 

peut soulever des dit i d'autunt plus facile de différer Vinstallation de cette 

(ution, vu les approckes de lit saison Whiver, pen elle les caravanes ne fréqueteat 

‘jue dort ravemont fa route d Ahwaz @ [spahan, 
Te sai 


(Signé) ARTHUR H, HARDIN 


Inclosure 8 in No. 175. 
M, Lavers (0 Sir d. Hardinge. 


‘Teheran, le 9 Septembre, 1904. 

JAI Phonneur d'accuser réception & votre Excelleace de son office du 8 Septembre 

1, relatif.a la eréation pour Ii Douane de PArabistun d'un poste Douanier & Godar-i- 
Byloutal oe, 

Pour detérer au désit expsimé par votre ‘Excellence, je m'empresserai, comme je Vat 
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promis Mr. Lindsay, de télégraphier au service intéreseé ordre de suspendre provisoire= 
‘vent la création du dit bureau, Mais je me permets d’ajouter que cette mesure provisoire 
ne consacte en rien une modification au tabieau cles bureaux et voies autorisées annexé 
au Rézlement Douanier, car j’ai eu Phonneur d’exposer & Mr. Lindsay les motifs qui 
engazeront son Excellence M, Naus a insiscer auprés de votre Excellence pour que le poste 
de Godar-i-Baloutak puisse ¢ire admis & fonctionner contre les nombreux et importants: 
invuvements fraudulewx qui se pratiquent sur la frontigre Turco-Persane, 
Te saisis, &e, 
(Signe), LAVERS, 


Inclosure 4 in No. 175, 
Mr. Grant Duff to M. Lavers, 


M. le Seerétaire-Général, Teheran, te 80 Septembre, 1904, 
EN me référant dla note que vous avez bien voulu adresser & Sir A. Hardinge, en 
date du 9 Septembre, relatif & In création d’an poste Douanier X Godar-i-Baloutak, fai 
Thonneur de Yous faire savoir que je viens de recevoir du Résident et Consul-Genéral de 
itannique & Bouchie un télégramm fornant. que, dans les. premiers 
un poste a 16 établi i ce point, ct que le & Septembre le Directeur 
is d’Arabistan a fait savoir pat un avis public que les marchandises 
d'Ahwaz en destination d'Ispalian seraicnt examinées & Godar-i-Baloutak et confisquées 
elles n'etaient pas munies «ane feuille cachetée Douanidre, 
Tl s'agit Gvidemment d'un salentendy, vos ordres pour Ja suspension provisoire 
du dit ayant pu_ parvenir-aui service intéressé avant Ja mise en exécution par votre 
Administration, 
Je we borne done iv vous signaler co qui précéde dans In pleine conflaneo que 
VAdministration locale Dovanidve aura mafytenant regu les ordres que vous lui aver télé= 
uraphiés ct que le poste Douanier d Godar-i-Baloutak aura provisoirement cessé 
Je crois cependant devoit attirer votre -attention sur Vavis promulgué par le Di 


Général d’Arabistan, relatif aux marchandises en destination d’fspahan, qui, me semble: 
serait de nature & entraver le mouvement commercial sur Ia route @Ahwaz a {spatian, et 
firmer les prévisions & co sujet exprimées par Sir A, Hardinge dans sa note du 
mbre courant, 


saisis, &e, 
EVELYN GRANT DUFR. 


Inclosure in No, 175, 
M. Lavers to Mr. Grant Dif 


AL. le Chargé d’Affaires, Teheran, te 4 Octobre, 1904, 

JTAL Mhonneur de Yous accuser réeeption de votre office du 30 Septembre dernier, 
relatif'aw poste Douanier de Godar-i-Buloutak. 

Par ma lettre du 10 Septembre dernier jJavais, sur Ia deinande de son Excellence 
Sir Arthur Han consenti  différer Vétablissement du dit poste sous certaines 
réserves. 

Or, je viens, comune vous-inbing, de reeevoir un Rapport de la Direction-Générale des 
Douanes’ @Arabistan, qui ae siguile que, coatormément aux ordres antériears de son 
Excellence M. Naus, le poste Douanier de Godar-i Baloutak était déja établi lorsque mon 
ordre d'en différer la création est parvenu & Mohamieral, 

Dans ces conditions le Directeur-Général intéressé u cru devoir m’en réiérer avant de 
révoquier un ordre formel de sou Excellence M. Naus, 

La promesse que jal faite son Excellence Sir Arthur Hardinge se rapportait seule 
nt aw cas o0 le poste de Goduri-Baloutak n'existerait point encore. Mais duu yomont 
que les ordres de son Excellence M. Naus se trouvent exéeutés, il ne mest possible de les 
rapporter sans sou auorisation. Je le puis autaut moins que la frnude sévit d'une fgon 
‘unt par petits ports d’Avabistan que par In frontiére TurcuePersane, Or, toutes 
oueices ui servent aux fraudeurs aboutissent foreément au passage de Godar- 
L-Baloutak, qui semble done Pendivit le plus propice & Métablissement d’un poste de 
coutrdle. 
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Te commerce honnéte ne sera nullement entravé par le fonctionnement da dit poste; il 
sufira aux transportateurs de préscnter a employé qui y résidera le passavant ou tont 
autre document délivré par Ia Douane d’importation pour couvrir le transport de la 
marchandise jusqu’au poste de Godar-iBaloutak ou Ic dit passavant ou document sera 
retiré, apres quoi lcs marchiandises pourront librement continuer leur chemin, 

Si,dlautre part, V'existence du poste de Godar-i-Baloutak » pour résultat d’amener Ie 
constatation et Ia repression dctes frauduleus, le commerce honnéte ne pourra qu’y 
trouver du profit, : a se Cas 

‘Au surplus, comme je Pai exposé a son Excellence Sir A. Hardinge, Administration 
les Douanes a décidé la erGation du dit poste parce qu'elle a jugé que, seul, il pouvait tre 
un obstacle sérieux Ia fraude et assurer la préservation des intéréts du ‘Trésor, eon 
sidération qui, it notre point de vue, pritae toutes les autres, : 

Quciqu'il en soit, je vais soumettre le dossier de Valfuire & son Excellence M, 
aural soin de [ui faire Jderata de la Légation Britannique. 

Veuillez, &e. 
P, LAVERS. 





No. 176. i 
Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansilowne,—(Received December 26.) 


(No. 969) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 20, 1904. 
DHE stato of the Yemen continues to cause great anxiety, and strenuous efforts 
are being made to send reinforcements thither, Tam advised that the Mutessarif of 
Hodeida bag reported that. the insu y st proportions and 
spreading all over the vilayet, whilst the eapital Sina’a itself is practically besieged 
Mo meet, the roquirements of the situation, orders have been issued. for the dispate 
with’ all haste of 6,000 of the recruits still remaiying of the Ath and 5th Arm 
well as of the Hejaz division, and three battalions of $00 men each of the Medina gan 
to tle spot. ‘Me troops from the 40: und 5th Army Corps are to proceed by the 
Hoja, v.10 Maan, thenes hy ind to Akaba, from yhonce they are to be shipped 
by ai ns to the Yemen. - 
ave inquired by telegraph of His Majesty's Vieo-C ida how far the 
information in his poste eard from him 
that the country Is Sok 1 state for 
6 past, whilst it is vow rumoured that the former place is now invested by 
pols. Mn Richardson adds that postal and tclegraphic communications between 
and Hodeida have been fterrupted for the past five weeks, 
which: promises to Lecome genicral thironghout the provitice, is fostered by the Imam. 
Thave, &c, 
(Signed) WALTER ‘TOWNLEY. 





Mr. Townley to the Marquess of Lunstovene (Received December 26.) 


No. 972 
My Lond, Constantinople, December 20, 1904. 

LHAVE the honour to tiausinit herewith eopy of a Meworandum by the British 
Vice-Consul at Jeddah, giving an account of the recent fighting between Tbn Saou and 
Ton Reshid, and the eventual success of the former. 

‘Where woull! appear to be little doubt that the encounter referred to is the one that 
‘vole place last July, iis reported in my despatch No, S64, Secret, o! the 8th ultimo. 

Thave, & 
(Signed) WALTER TOWNLEY. 


187 
Tnclosure in No. 177. 
Memorandum by Vice-Consul Hussain, 


‘THREE days ago T came to know from a reliable person that after the atrival of the 
‘Turkish troops from Bagdad Bin Reshid had assumed the offensive, and, after defeating 
Bin Saoud in a pitched battle, had besieged him is in the walled town of 
Kassim. As Bin Reshid had no large guns to demolish the fortifications of Kassim and was 
awaiting the arrival of heavy ortillery from Medina, he dared not to attack Kassim before 
the arrival of thése guns, and was in the meantime camping about 5 or6 miles from 
Kassim, 

On account of the dirtiness of the camp and want of pasiurage for the horses and 
camels of the expedition, Bin Reshid wanted to remove his camp to another place, 
Bin Saoud, having received the news of Bin Resbid’s intention, of changiig the camp, 
propesed to attack him just at the moment when his men Were occupied in londiug camels 

nd getting ready to move, Bin Respid’s spies warned him of the intended attack trom 
Bin Saoud, and he in turn statione'! his best men in covered places to mect the assault of 
Bin Saoud, and made false preparations to show that he was getting ready to: move, Bin 

aoud, having been informed of this ruse of Bin Resbid, desisted from attacking, and so 
at another time Bin Keshid found itis opportunity to remove his eamp to: another place 

Dor 40 miles from Kassim, at night-time, unnoticed by Bin Saoud, ‘The new encamp- 
ent of Bi i ied village, which contained about 800 armed followers 
of Bin S se mie d, sent for help to Bin Saoud, who responded 
and came with all his followers aud surprised Bin Reshid and his followers, including the 
Curkish troops, while thiey were loading their camels and preparing to remove to another 
place, and dispersed all of them with great toss. ‘The whole baggage of Bin Reshid fell 
into the hands of Bin Saud, and, thouxiit was not mentioned by my informant, «ost likely 
the Turkish guns also were taken by Bin Saoud, and Bin Reshid had to. ran away with 
his followers in great confusion 

T cannot get the exact date of this occurrence, but it must have happened before 
two months: 

this success, Bin Saoud wrote and informed Bin Sabah, Sheikh of Koweit, that 
y routed Bin Reshid nad established his claim to be the Amin of Nojdy but 
d hin that the Turkish Government was sending more troops against 
ni therefore he should take all the necessury precautions to defend himsell, 

Upon receiving this news, Bin Sioud has zone to Riudh, and most likely is making 
preparations to mvet the future developments. 

formant has also uormed me that the Curkish Government has given 
to Bin Reshid up to this time wore than 10,000 ‘Turkish fires for expenses, and. hus 
ordered to send 26,000 wore troops to Nejd, with wore artillery, He also intormed tne 
that an Iradé has been issued to send Bia Suoud, dead oF alive, to Constantinople. 


Signed) MOHAMMED HUSSAIN, 
Jeddah, December 3, 1904. i 





No. 175, 
Memorandum communicated by the Turkish Embussy, December 28, 1904. 


LE Gouvernement Impérial vient Wapprendre du Vali de Bassorah que des 

fonctionnaires Britanniques, arrivés \ Koweit A bord do cing bateaux, font placer des 

jalons sur des points éloignés de cotte localité; que Mubarak-us-Sabahi ferait hisser lo 

pavillon Anglais sur sa résidence de Djehre, ot que lesdits fonctionnaires Britanniques 
poussent les tribus se trouvant aux environs des localités dites Kiazimié eb Ummukasr 
se soumettre A Mubarak-us-Sabab, 

Ces faits portant atteinte an slatu quo, qui doit tre maintenu a Koweit, co 
formément A Ventente intervenue, Musuras Pacha a 6t6 inyité, dordte Impérial, 
faire d'urgence auprés du Marquis de Lansdowne les démarches nécessaires pour qutils 
cessent de se produire, 

Ambassade Impériale de Turquie, 

Te 28 Déecembre, 1904. 
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No, 179. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received December 29.) 


"THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 28th instant, relative to Consular guards in Persia. 


India Office, December 20, 1904, 


Inclosure in No. 179. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 
(Helegraphic,) P, December 28, 1904. 

CONSULAR guards in Persia, 

Recent increase of escort of Russian Consul in Seistan to thirty Cossacks leads us 
to think that escort of British Consul should be raised from twenty to thirty, aud that 
Acorresponding British inerease should follow any further ft jerease in the future. 
Having regard to probable carly departure of MeMahon, this seems the more necessary. 
Do you approve? 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





No. 180. 
Musurus Pasha to the Marquess of Lansdowne, (Received December 30.) 


MUSURUS PACIA présente ses compliments an Marquis de Lansdowne, et, 
so conformant sux instruc son Gouvernement, a Vhonneur de porter la 
connaissance de sa Scigneurie quien vue Wécartor tout motif de malentendu et de 
iniaintenit le stati guo-dans Tes neu? cauitons of aucun des deux ¢ 

pouitta envoyer des tioupes, te Gouvernement Impériat a donné i ses Commissaires les 
Instructions nécessaives pour que In délimitation du Canton de Subeyhi se fasse par 
ino ligne allant de (1%. Kuddame en dchors de Bab-el-Mendeb, sur le littoral de la 
Mor @Aden, 4 li condi ge de Turbi, les puits, ainsi que le territoire 
Dorlé paw Mirat, restent daus le Vilayet du 

L’Ansbassidenr de ‘ iter quv'en ce qu 
faite Vine ¢ Phissance queleonque, le Gouvernement 


Ambussade Inpéviate de Duryuie, Londres, 
16 80 Décembre, 1904. 





No, 181. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office {Received Decewber 30.) 


{NILE Under-Secretary: of State for India presents his compliments to the On: 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Brodrick, 
forwards herewith, for th ition of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 20th December, relative to the establishinent of Persian 
Customs posts on Henjam and Kharag, and the proposal to send a guard for the 
telegraph station on Henjam, 


Initia Office, December 80, 1904. 
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Tnclosure in No. 181, 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick. 


(fetezraphic.) PB. December 29, 1904, 
N Gulf, Hardinge telegraphs as follows =— 

‘A notification from Customs that, Customs posts Lave been 
njam, You may, perhaps, like to consider the question 

of placing a guard on latter 
In October last: we decided against « proposal made by Admiral and Cox to place 
guanl in Henjam for protection of telegraph station, but we intimated that the position 
would need reconsideration, if Belgian Customs post were established on the island. 
‘De Customs post now reported as established at Henjam is presumably not for fiscal, 
Dut for politieal, purposes, In these circumstances, subject to your approval, we 


propose fo son a guard of seven men for protection of our telegraph station on 
Henjam. 





No. 182. 
Inia Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 30.) 


DIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
rary of State for Porsign Affairs, and, by direction of Mx. Secretary, Broitrick, 
‘wards herewith, for the inforination of the Secrstary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Vieeroy, dated the 30th December, relative to the Seistan Arbitration 
Award. 


India Office, December 80, 1904. 


Tnelosure in No. 182. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 


(Telegraphic. 4 December 30, 1904, 
MAoMAJION'S Irrigation Award: Your telogram of the 19th instant 
We accept (raft B, with proposed modifications, subject to substitu 
of the Awan, of word “shall” for should," Wo a 
MacMahon to make announeoment at such tine as he may think fb; a 
refereiice to fiual paragraph of your telegram of 28th November last, Dano will bo 
instructed to explain matter to 





Inia Office to Foreign Office (Received December 30.) 


‘DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by divestion of kr. Secretary Brodick, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of w telegram 
from the Vieeroy, dated the 80th December, relative to the proposed Treaty with the 
Sheikh of El Kate. 


India Office, December 3), 1904. 


Inclosure in No, 183. 


Government of India to Mr. Brodrick, 
(Telegraphic) P. December 30, 1904, 
EL KATR, With reference to your despatch of the 9th September last, Cox is of 
that Almad-bin~Dhana's reason for wishing to have a Protective Agrocinent is, 
that when it is generally known that he is under our protection, his hands 
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will he strengthened in helping to maintain order. Tt is therefore necessary from his 
point of view to give publicity to the fact. It should also be borne in mind that by 
attaching to any Agreement the precautions and reservations suggested by Sir N. 
O'Conor, the object of the Agreement would be nullified, and that for the first time 
recognition of some Turkish rights over El Katr would be implied. It might, moreo: 
debar us from arriving at completely satisfactory Agreement when circumstances were 
For these reasons Cox advocates procedure on following lines 
en to Sheikh Ahmad to inform the Political Agent 
by letter that, Sheikh Jas dicated, the Chiefship has devolved on himself, 
Sheikh Ahmad, and th: 1 to make known to us that he, in the same 
manne! Sheikh Jasim accepts the Agreement of 1868 as binding. As matters may 
be rendered more difficult later on by disputes in regard to ssion, it would be 
well that an Agreement should be concluded before the ag ies. 
We accept the view taken by Cox, and support his proposals as affording best 
natiye to suggestion made in our letter of the 31st March last. Please reply by 
‘aph. Some measure of control over the Sheikh’s maritime relations with 
foreigners would be secured by adherence to the Agreement of 1868. 


No. 184, 


Mr, Townley to the Marquess of Lansdowne,—( Received December 30.) 


Constantinople, December 30, 1904, 


‘An Imperial Tradé hi ued, according to which Turkish Boundary 
Commissioners are to be instructed to draw boundary outside Bab-el-Mandeb, on the 
coast of the Red Sea, to Kuddam, it being stipulated that the Vilayet of the Yemen 
shall retain the village of ‘Murba and the wells, as also the territory hounded by a line 
terminati hh Mirad, 
of the Iradé betrays a complete ignorance of the question, but makes 
tory artingement on the spot. ‘The note also states 
nd troops into the territory of the Nine Cantons, which. 
condition is, of course, unacceptable. The note w: opted by me “A titre de 
renseignement ” only, and T haye accordingly told the Sublime Porte that they should 
aph to London on the ; 
he north-eastern frontier is not mentioned, 





No. 185. 


Sir A. Hardinge (o the Marquess of Lansilowne—(Received December 80.) 

(No, 155.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 30, 1904. 
GUARDS for Henjam. 


T would propose deferring this measure for the immediate present, as it might be 
uscd asa reason for refusing the extension of the telegraph to Bunder Abbas, on 
which point Lam now more hopeful of the Persian Goyernment'’s yielding, 





